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E V J D E N C i:. 


^f^ 1. 

Mr. Tarr, 
i/th July, I WO. 


Q. 1. Ilou haso you 1 r* 1(1 the laituation of ;ui Assebfcor of tlie Hou^p Tiix / 
- Sirico I Nil. 

i). ‘J. Iliv.v loii'i hn^ Mr. Gr.iharii )iol«l his? nation ?•—-•/. f think he \va> 
appointinl in tip* hocfiimiii^^ t)f ISPJ, hut 1. do not rmillect the exaet date. 

(}. :i. liy whom art? the A.^tjC^sors of the House Tax appointed ? — J. B} the 
May, ist rales in Ses.^ions. 


No. 1. 

‘27t.h Jnlv, 18;R5. 

Mr* John Carr^ rTranhieJ. 


Q. 4. How are the Assessors rcmimerated ? — J, By fixed salaries. I receive 
400 Biipeos a month, and JitI more for Sire.ars, ami Mr. (Jraham reeeives ‘R)0 a 
month, and *M liujieos for ^Sircars. 

(), 7>. Wli.it portion of your time is oeeupied iu diseliaryiny your duties as an 

Assessor.'' .7. I eoiiduet my husiue.^s i\< an Assessor in tlie Tnorniny.s and eveniiiys, 

and a \^t)od deal of tiim* is oeeupied. 1 do not yo about exa 7 nininy prtMinso.s in the 
(lav lime, for, independent of the heat rendering it impossible to do so, it would l)e 
entirely iiseU\ss, as I should not be able to obtain any information, for at that time 
every one has some business to attend to, and the occupiers of houses vould not be 
in the way to answer 4 Ut?.slioiis. 

Q. (>. Do you go about the Town yourself ? — A. Yes, and the Sircars above 
alluded to, assist me. 

Q. 7. Are petitions ju’cscnted by the Hoiiseholdei*s against your valuation / — 
A. \cs, both by Europeans and Natives, hut the appeals are generally against the 
old valuation. 

Q. B. What part of the Town is assessed by you ? — A* The ‘2d and tlh 
Divisions, tlic Jormer including all htmses from Loll Bazar to Cotton Strei t. and 
valued at about Sicea Rupees l,*20,(K)l) per ( Jiuftitwr, and yielding a Quarterly 'Pax 
of about Sicca Rupees 18,000 — and the latter including all houses in C’howTinghce, 
south of Durrumtollah Street, valued at about Sicca Rupees 1,00,000 per 

A 



( ii ) 


No. 1. 

Mr. John Carr, 
27ih July, 1836. 


and yields a Quarterly Tax of about Sicca Ilupeea 15,000. . I am speaking in round 
numbers, and without reference to my books, tlie valuations and Tax, may probably 
be a trifle less than the above. 

Q. 9. It would appear by your statement that the Division occupied by the 
Natives, j'ays more Tax tlian that occupied by Kuropcans ? — A. Yes, because tlie 
Natives’ houses arc built much nearer to each other, than the Europeans. 

Q. JO. What part of the Town is assessed by Mr. Graliam? — A> lie has 
charge of the 1 st and 3d Divisions. 

Q. 11. Do you keep an Office ? — //. I have no allowance for an Office, 
and I therefore appropriate a room in my own house to that purpose. I liave not 
had any Office furniture allowed me, such as desks, tables, almirahs, &(!. &c. I 
have provideil these at my own expense. 

Q. 1*2. Have you any Assistants ? — A. No, only the Sircars already alluded to. 

Q. 13. When Householders consider your Assessment uhjectionahh^, what modo 
is adopted, and where do they apply for redress ? — A. When I increase the existing 
rate of valuation I serve the Proprietor with a printed notice, infonning him w^liat 
Tax he will have to pay Quarterly, u[)on the proposed valualiou. The printed 
notice direc'ts him to appeal to the Magistrates, through the Clerk of the I’cacc, with- 
in a given number of days, should he have any objection to Uie new valuation. If ho 
appeals, he is told that his ease will be laid before the Magistrates on a certain, day, 
and he is requested to attend personally at the l^olice, wlien he is at liberty to urge 
any objcctioas, and to bring forward any proof he may he able to produce, to she v 
tliat his objections arc well founded. 

Q. 14. What is done in small cases ? — A. All cases are decided in the same 
manner. 

Q. 15. Do the Magistrates practically enquire and reject your Assessnient? — 
A, They decide with reference to our reports, and to the ol)jcctions urged by the 
Petitioners ; when premises arc let, it is easy to fix the proper valuation. 

Q. 16. IIow do you ascertain the" value of houses ? — yl. In the European 
part of the Town, where the houses are generally let, it is not difficult to value them, 
as we derive our information from the Tenants, and if the information wc obtain 
from them, agrees with the Landlords’ statement, we feel satisfied that we have 
iirrived at the actual rent, at which the premises are let In Uie Native part of the 
Town, it is very difficult to ascertain the value of property, as the houses are not 
generally rented. 

Q. 17. What proportion of Aeaesement do the Natives l>ear to the European or 
Christian population ? — A^ I cannot answer this question off hand — and it would 
talm^ Jong ^ prepare a statement 
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Q. 18. What do you suppose is the proportion of the sums collected from eadi No. 
Division, from the lowest to the largest, upon an average ? — A. There are valuations Mr. JoiTcarf , 

from 4 annas on, say, a single hut, up to about 7,000 Rupees a mouth, which is about Jaly, 1S9C» 
the rate, the Ciovoniment House is assessed at. ^Fhcrc are hundreds of numbers 
assessed at, from 4 annas to 000 Rupees a month, and it would take a long time to 
prepare a statement. • 

Q. 19. Is not the present Assessment founded from a book of Mr. Laprimau- 
daye’s ? — A. I believe tho Books prepared by Mr. Luprimaudayc may be said to bo 
the foundation of the present Assessment. I believe the Town was newly Assessed 
in 18‘21. Mr. Laprimaudaye’s Books no doubt a<^sisted much, and may therefore pro- 
bably be considered as the foundation of the present Assessment. ITiere have, liow- 
ever been so many appeals, and new Assessments, that I think but few numbers 
remain at the old valuation ; M'herc alterations have not been made, of course the 
premises stand jit the old valuation. 

Ci. ‘20. Have you any thing to do with the Collection of House Tax ? — A. No. 

Q. ‘21. Is there ally body else to value the houses, besides yourself and the 
Sir(»ars ? — A. No one ; my Sircars do not assist mo in forming my valuations; they 
are not persons 1 could place any dependence on. 

Q. ‘2‘2. What is the difference between the present rate of valuation of proper- 
ly for Assessment, and that of 5 years back? — yi. It is from 30 to 33 per cent, or 
about ^d lower. Property fell much in value after the failure of the Agency Houses* 

After Ali'xander and C'Jo. and Mackintosh and Co.’s failure, about 2500 I’etitions 
were sent in, mostly for reduction. 

Q. 2.3, Do you think tho Assessment at the present rate of 5 per cent is 
as high as property could boar? — A. I think it might ho increasod to the full 
rate of 7J per cent, as allowed by Act of Parliament on all houses valued at, or 
above, say 100 Rupees, or 150 Rupees a month, and I do nut Ihink this would be 
oppressive, — on the other hand, I consider 5 per cent, loo high a rate on huts. 

Q. 24. Do you think all premises are valued as high as the property could 
bear? — A. Yes. 

Q. 25. Have you Assessed all the projwrty in the Divisions under your charge, 
which is liable to Assessment ? — A. Yes. 

Q. 26. Have you any suggestions to offer for the improvement of tho 
Assessment ? — A. No. The value of property in the European part of the Town, 
is, I think, ascertained with sufficient accuracy. There is great difficulty in valuing 
the Native part of the Town, because no respectable native ever rents a house, unless 
he gets it much below its value, or unless he is only a tcmporaiy resident. Almost 
all Natives live in their own houses; even those who live in huts, the huts are Uicir 
own, a«d there arc conscqucutly but few houses actually let, except in the immediate 
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No. !• 

Mr. J(»hn Carr, 
27lli July, 


2 . 

Mr. Ron land liraham, 
27 til July, 1836. 


neighbourhood of the large Bazars. I must allow that I do not feel the same confidcnco 
in iny valuation of houses oc<‘upied by Natives, as in those occupied by Europeans* 
We often do not sec the whole of the premises, as Natives will not allow us to see 
the pjirts occupied by their females. I do not however see how the present plan is 
to be improved, there must be some impartial person, to go between the Tax-payer 
and the Collector. The Natives have no proof of the value of their houses, that 
what they could let them for, and even if they did let them, they must allow that, 
under the prejudices they have against living in a house, which they hire, the rent 
they could obtain, w'ould bo much under what the houses are really worth. 


No. *2. 


27lh July, lKnr>. 

IlinrJand Grahayrty examined, 

Q. 1. How long have you been an Assessor, of House Tax? — A, I have held 
tlic situation of Second Assessor, since December, 1B31. 

Q. ‘2. W hat Divisions are under your charge ? — A, llie first and third 
Divisions. 


Q. 3. How many houses, &c. are there in the first and third Divisions, and 
what is the quarterly amount of Tax in each ? — //. I do not know the number of 
houses, huts, &c. it would take some time to count them. The first Division 
comprises all houses and huts from Mutchiia Ba/ar to the end of Bang Bazar, 
which arc taxed at the (|uarterly sum of Sa. R.s, 15,10(>-i — and the third Division, 
those from Dumiratollah Street to Bow Jbizar Street, vihieh are taxed at the quar- 
terly sum of Sa. Rs. 17,920-5-3. The first Division is inhabited by tlio Native 
population, and the third by Europeans and Natives. 

Q. 4. Do you find any difliculty in forming a correct valuation of the houses 
and other description of premises under iisscssment ? — A. No. In the Native part 
of the Town, I generally experience delay, in "prevailing upon the Natives to allow 
me to look at that part of the premises occupied by the females, from the entrance 
door of the inner, or zennanah, square — Native houses generally consist of two 
squares, viz. the outer, or public square, the inner, the zennanah. 

Q. 5. When your valuation of ])remi 3 es is objected to, by Agents, or Land- 
lords, upon what grounds do you form your valuation ? — A. By comparing them 
with similar premises, in similar situations, and value in the Division. 

t 

Q. 6. WTiat is the average value of Native houses ? — /f. I cannot say, nor do 
I think it can be ascerhiined with any degree of correctness, without classing the 
houses, which would be attended with some expense. 



( V ) 


Q. 7. Wliat is the cause of the decrease of Tax in the Native part of the Ko. e. 
Town ? — A ITie general decrease ill value of property which commenced about Mr-RmrianTGrahim 
the time of the fulure of the Agency houses. Jahi iMo; 

Q. a What remuneration do you receive ? — A. A salary of Sa. Rs. 300 per 
month, and 30 more for my Division Sircars. 1 have no allowance for office rent, 
nor for the purchase of desks. 

Q. 9. What portion of yoiu- time is occupied in disdiarging the duties of 
Assessor ITie mornings and evenings, that is to say, in examining houses from 
day light to nine, half-past nine or ten o’clock in the morning, and from half-past 
three or four o’clock to dusk in the evening. Mornings and evenings being the only 
time the inhabitants arc to be met with at home. On Saturdays, in Sessions I attend 
the Police with my Reports on premises, for which applications have been made, to 
lay before the Chief Magistrate for confirmation, when tlie inhabitants are request- 
ed to attend to bear the same, and if objected to, to produce evidence in confirma- 
tion of their respective applications. After Sessions is closed, 1 am engaged in the 
middle of the day, preparing a Report of all that has been done in Sessions, for the 
confirmation of the Magistrates, a day or two previous to opening the ensuing 
Sessions, and in making a Memorandum and valuation on all new premises, or 
alterations in premises, for tlie purpose of giving notice to the respective owners at 
the opening of the ensuing Sessions of the Tax intended to be levied on each. And 
I am at all times, from ten o’clock till half-past three or four, ready to give the 
inhabitants information respecting their houses, &e. and at the Magistrates’ command 
when required. 

Q. 10. Do you derive information from your Sircars? — A. Yes; when they 
meet with any alteration in premises in their rcs})cctive Divisions, that may have 
escaped my notice, and assistance in explaining to the Natives the necessity of their 
allowing me to see the zennanah part of the premises, from the entrance door, to 
form a correct idea of the value. And if I am not satisfied with tlie view I have 
from the door, 1 am frequently allowed to advance a few steps into tho square. 

Q, 11. Itavc you Assessed all the property in the Divisions under your 
charge, which are liable to Assessment? — A. I have. 

Q. 12. Can you suggest any improvement in the moilc of Assessment ? — A. 

None, except that tiie Tax on houses of small value, not exceeding from 60 Rupees 
to HO Rupees rent per month, should remiun at the present rate, and all above that 
rent be taxed at 6 per cent. 

Q. 18. Do you think the Tax in tho Native part of the Town could bo 
increased ? — A No ; I consider the T®t is levied on the Native part of tho Town at 
its present full valuation, and liable to decrease. 
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No. 3. 

30th July, 1836. 

Rajhissore Set^ examined, 

C 

Q. 1. What are you? — A. I am head writer in Collector of Assessment 
Captain Birch’s Office. 

Q. 2. How long have you been employed in the Collector of Ai^essment’s 
Office ? — A. For fifteen or sixteen years. I have served under Mr. Macleod, Mr, 
Money, Captain Steel and Captain Dirch. 

Q. 3. Who collects the House Tax ? — A. It is collected by the Collecting 
Sirkars of the different Divisions. 

Q. 4. How many Divisions are there ? — A. Four. 

Q. 5. Can you state the number of Sirkars employed for collecting in each 
Division, and their names ? — A. Yes, Ramsabuck Mookerjee, Essurchunder Chowde- 
ry, and Purmaud Sirkar, are Collecting Sirkai-s, of the First Division ; Ramhuiry Roy, 
and Raraessur Roy, of the Second, Nimehund Rouerjee, of the 'riiird, and Coylas 
Chundcr Chowdery, of the Fourth Division, in all Seven Sirkars, who have tho 
collection of all the Assessment Rills. 

Q. 6. What is your duty ? — A. I make up Quarterly Statements, attend the 
Police to obtain Summons, and Distraint Warrants against the defaulters, and attend 
the Magistrates, to give requisite information, wh.en the causes are heard and decided. 

Q. 7. Who makes out the Assessment Bills? — A. Tho Bills are made out by 
WYiters under me from the copy of the Assessors’ Division Books, and being signed 
by the Collector of Assessment are delivered to the Bill-keeper, who distributes 
them amongst the Collecting Sirkars for collection. 

Q. 8. How, and by whom, are the Bills collected and brought to account ?— * 
A. The Collecting Sirkars, collect the Bills, and the sums collected during the quar- 
ter, are remitted from time to time, to the Collector’s Ofliee, with a Report, and 
brought to account, and entered in the Bengallco Books, by the Bill-keeper and bis 
Mohurer. I make up my Quarterly Statements from those Books and Reports. 

Q. 9. How do you get a copy of the Assessors’ Division Books ? — A. The 
Assessors deliver tho Division Books to the Magistrates and we get a copy thereof 
from tho Clerk of the Peace, and two Writers under me, make out the Quarterly Bilb 
from that copy. 

Q. 10. In what language and character ara tho Quarterly Assessment Bills 
made out? — A, In the English language and character. In Mr. Money’s time^ there 
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RkjkiMore Set. 
30tb July, IWiK. 
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used to be some Bengallee writing on the Bills, which is omitted since Captain 
Steel succeeded him in the Office of the Collector of Assessment. 

Q. 11. When the Bills are made out by the two Writers under you, what then 
takes place in regard to putting them in circulation for collection ? — A. As soon as 
the Bills arc made out^ they are handed to the Collector of Assessment for signature, 
when signed, they are sent to the Bill-keeper by the Collector, and the Bill-keeper 
delivers them to the Collecting Sirkars of the Division, as 1 have stated before. 


Ka.S. 

RxjbiMHire 
30th July, luaO. 


Q. 12. Do the Collecting Sirkars you have named, collect the Assessment 
both from Europeans and Natives ? — A. Yes. 

Q. 13. What check is there upon the Collecting Sirkars in respect to the 
amounts collected, and remitted to the Collector’s Office? — A. At the end of every 
quarter, a balance is struck between the amount of the Bills delivered to the 
respective Collecting Sirkars of the Divisions, and the amount remitted by tlicm 
respectively, and they arc obliged citlier to pay the money, or produce uncollected 
Bills, to the Bill-keeper fur the amount of balance appearing against them respectively 


Q. 14. Docs Captain Birch see the unrealized Bills, when the adjustment you 
have mentioned, takes place? — A. No; he merely sees the accounts kept in the 
names of the different Collecting Sirkars. 

Q. 1 5. Then the examination of the accuracy, and non-accuracy of the Collect- 
ing Sirkars accounts, remains with the Bill-keeper ? — A. Yes. 


Q. 16. Is there not always, a large outstanding balance of unrealised Bills, 
fi'om year to year, and if so, who examines the accuracy of that account, with the 
Bills on hand of the Collecting Sirkars ? — A, The examination of it also rests with 
the Blll-keeper- 

Q. 17. Is the Bill-keeper under you ? — ^^.No; ho is under the Serlshtadar 
Parbuttychurn Mookerjee, who is security for the Bill-keeper. 

Q. 18. Do you know what security the Bill-keeper gives to the Serishtadar ? — 
A. I do not know. 


Q. 19. What is the duty of the Serishtadar? — A. All money transactions pass 
through him — he does not check the Bills. 

Q. 20. How many Writers are there in Collector of Assessment’s Office ? — A. 
Eight, including m}^self. 

Q. 21. What is tlie salary of tiie Serishtadar? — A. Seventy Rupees per 
month. 

Q. 22. What is the salary of the Bill-keeper ? — ^^.'Twelve Rupees per month. 
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KDjkissorc Set* 
mu July, 1336. 


Q. 23. Do you ever compare the balance with the outstanding Bills ?— -4. I 
do not. It is the business of the Bill-keeper. 

Q. 24. Under what circumstances do you apply to the Police, for the process 
of Summons against defaulters ? — A. When four or five Bills are in arroar, we servo 
the parties with a notice from the Collector's Office, to pay the amount by a certain 
day, and if the amount remains unpaid by that day, we apply to the Magistrates for 
Summons. 


No. 4 . 

Mr. John Street, 
aoth July, 1B36. 


No. 4. 

30th July, 1836. 
John Street, exmnineJ 


Q. 1. What are you ? — A. I am a Constable attached to tbo Assessment 
Department, since September 18.35. I was formerly in H. M. 38th, and subsequently 
a Writer in the Office of the Collector of Moorshedabad. I went to England with 
Mr. Travers, and on my return to tliis country, upon application to Mr. McFarlan, 
1 obtained my present situation. 

Q. 2. Have you served many Warrants of Distress ? — A. A good many in the 
different Divbions of the Town. 


Q. 3. Can you say any thing about the Collection of Assessment ? — A. I 
know only of the Collections uuder Warrants of Distress. 

Q. 4. Do you serve Warrants on all classes of inhabitants ? — A. Yes, on 
Europeans, Natives, and East Indians. 

Q. 5. Upon what arrears of payment of the Tax, are Warrants of Distress 
issued? — A. I believe upon the arrear of fourth, or fifth Bill. 

Q. 6. Do you find any difficulty in executing the Warrants ? — A. I find no 
difficulty with Europeans, they settle by payment of the amount due, on the serving 
of the Warrant, as also do some East Indians, but some of the Warrants against tliat 
class I return as unexecuted, on not finding any property in the house. Of the great 
number of Warrants of Distress against the Natives, 1 have, under some of them, sold 
property, such as brass Lotahs, Vessels, Tuktaposes and other property, which I may 
have been able to take out of the premises, but in some instances I have found.it 
difficult to get at any property of the Natives, because we cannot get in to the 
Zunanah, and the property of the defaulters are generally concealed there. The. 
rich Baboos generally pay with some exceptions. I have tw,o Warrants against 
Muddoosoodun Bannerjec, the son of Beer Bhuder Bannerjec, — Muddqosoodjun is 
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employed in a Gk)vcmment Office (I believe the Calcutta Collector's) at a salary of 
150 Rupees a month. In Mr. Trower's time, he promised to pay 150 Rupees from 
his next month’s salary, which he never did. There are other Warrants now existing 
against him, but cannot bo realised. He lives in a good house, which is assessed at a 
valuation of 70 Rupees per month. Ho has the appearance of a man of property. I had 
a Warrant of Distress in my hands, against Nubinchunder Bose, of Bulrafti Ghosc’s 
Street, for Riii)^s 335, which I could not realise, as 1 could not getint^ the premises, 
there is a balance of 1300 to 1500 Rupees ^igaiost him. Once a^ Constable in 
attempting to enter his premises, to execute a Warrant, was beaten. There is a hirge 
balance duo, against the houso of the late Rajah Rajbullnb. Warrants of Distress arc 
out, but cannot be executed, in consequence of the Constables not being able to enter 
the premises. 

Q. 7. What is the lowest amount, for which you have distrained property 
under Warrants ? — A, For as small a sum, as twelve annas. 

Q. 8. ^Vliat are the costs of Distraining ? — A. On all sums under 5 Rupees, 
Rupees 1-4, — on all sum from 5 to under 10 Rupees, Rupees 2-8, — rm 10 Rupees 
and all sums above that, Rupees 5. There is a charge besides, for Ticca Peons, if 
left on the premises, at four annas a day each. 

Q. 9. Wliat remuneration do you get, for the execution of the Warrants of 
Distress ? — A, I get no saLiry — I only receive the fees I have just now mentioned, 
upon realisation under Warrants, which amounts from 50 to 60 Rupees a month. 


No. 5. 

• No. 5. 

30th July, ia06. 

William Andrews^ Examined. 

Q. 1. WTiat are you ? — A. I am a Constable, attached to the Assessment 
Department, and have been so, since May 1834. 1 am employed to servo Warrants of 
Distress. 

Q. 2. Can you state any instance of difficulty, or obstruction in the execution 
of your duty l—A. In October ia34, on attempting to execute a Distraint Warrant, 
on Premises No. 58, Buloram Ghose’s Street, I was beaten by the direction of one 
Nobin Chunder Bose, by a large mob of about 150 men. 1 reported the circumstance 
to the Magistrates, and as the Warrant of Distress was directed against Seeb 
Chunder Bose^ both of these men were summoned to appear before the Magistrates 
and fined. 

Q, 3. reaUsing the Tax under Warranty of IMstresa, from what class of 
inhabitants, aoyou experience difficulty ?~il. I have Wi^ants, both against Euro» 


Mr William andrewa, 
30Ui July, 1830. 


No. 4. 

Mr. Jolm Street, 
aOUiJtily, 1830. 
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No. 6. 

Mr. Williaoi Aodreiriy 
aoih July, 1836. 


peaaf ftnd Native^ mostly against Nativcsi 1 experience no difficulty in reaUsing 
from Europeans, but with Natives 1 experience difflcultiea As soon as they find 
Out> that Warrants of Distress are out agiunst them, they conceal their property in 
the ^ un n anaht and we eannot get at them; some di the Natives agiunst whom the 
Warrants are issued, are really poor, and have no means of satisfying the demand; in 
such easeia in returning the Warrant, I make remark of the circumstance on the 
hack of them. ^ Corroborates Street’s statement, as to remuneration.'^ 


No. 6. 

iNo. 6. 

Mr. William Jack Aon, 

30lll July, ISaO. jyyg 

IVilliiwi Jackson^ examineiL 

Q. J. Wlitat are you? — jL I am a Constable, attached to the Assessment 
Department, and have been so for the last five years. 

Q. 2. Do you find any difficulty in executing Warrants of Distress? — 
A. In executing the Warrants against Europeans, I do not find any dillioiilty, 
the demand is settled by payment I sometimes experience difficulty with East 
Indians. I have met with forcible obstruction, and concealment of property 
from that cIjujs. In executing the Warrants against Natives, I cxpcvionce dil- 
ficidty, and sometimes obstruction. An instance occurred last week. In execu- 
ting a Distraint Warrant on Premises No. 31, Ilanikento Bose’s Street, 1 took 
a Sirkar with me, and also the ITianadar and Chokeydars of the Division, uniler 
an apprehension of obstruction. On the Sirkar’s entering the premises, some 
of the people of the house, shut up the gate, and, tying the Sirkar, began to beat him. 
Upon his crying out for help, I and the ^flianadar pustiod the gate, and on my 
attempting to enter, I was jammed between the shutters and bruised. The Thana- 
dar and Chowkeedars, then with force pushed the gate open, and I was relieved. 
l*lio Thanadar got hold of the Durwan of the premises, and dragged him to the 
street, but as the man was both old, and iiifirm, I told the llianadar to let him go, 
Subsequently, one Cossinath Bose camo on tho spot, and said he would pay the 
demand of the Warrant, but no damage for tho injury J had sustained. I told him 
he had better come before Mr. MeFarlan, and do what be may say, I reported 
the case to the Police, and a Warrant was issued against Cossinoth Bose. Tlic 
case is still pending. 1 had orders from Captain Birch to apply for assistance to 
the 'fhanadar and Chokeydars of tho Division, in cases of obstruction, or breach of 
peace. 

» 

Q. 3. You have stated that you sometimes exporience difficulty and obstruc- 
tion from East Indians) do you mean kiw country-boms Yes. /Corroborates 
Street, as toremuncration.) ^ 
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Na 7. 

aoth July, 1836. 

Joseph Shvldhamy exafnined, 

Q. 1. What are you? — A. I am a Coostable, in the AsBeasment Department^ 
and have been so^ for the laat two months. 

Q. 2. Have you had any Warrants of l^tresa to execute? — A. Several, but 
no dispute or quarrel in the execution of them, except with one Baboo, at T Mnga- 
bhangal), whose name I have in my Memorandum Book. He threatened to give me 
battle, in case I attempted to seize his Buggy. 1 have distr^cd some property, 
under the Warrants put into my hands. 


No. a 


3d August, 1633. 

Jjiffffomohun Soor, examined. 

Q. 1. llow long have you been employed under the Assessors of the Town 
of Calcutta? — A. Since 1795, aud I resigned on account of old age, about two years 
ago. 

Q. 2. Who was the Assessor in 1795 ? — A. Mr. Mackey ; ho was succeeded 
by Major Gall, who was succeeded by Mr. Laprimaudayc in 1806. 

Q. 3. Upon what principle had Mr. Mackey formed his valuation of houses 
for the purpose of Assessment? — A. He valued them according to his best know- 
ledge, and judgment, by examining the value of the buildings and land, separately. 
The value of the buildings aud land, on the Main Hoads, ho used to take at a higher 
rate, than those in the inner Streets and Lanes, and upon those valuations ho 
calculated interest^ at the rate of six per cen^, per annum, which he took as the annual 
pro<luce of the premises, for Assessment. On the houses inhabited by the Proprie- 
tors, and less liable to become unoccupied, he used to make some allowance, that is, 
to calculate interest at something lower. 

Q. 4. How long was the cettcction of House Tax, made upon Mr. Mackey’s 
valuation ? — A. Up to the year 1807. 

Q. 5. How many petitions were presented by the house-holders agiunst Mr, 
lackey’s valuation ?—^. Only twenty-one. 

Q. 0. When, and by whom, was a new Asscs^eut made ? — A. In 1809 by 
Mr. Laprimaudayc. ^ ' 


Mo. 7. 

Mr. JoMpb Sholihillbi, 
aoth July, 1836. 


Ko. 8. 

JiiKiromoban Soor, 
3d August, 1836. 
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No. 8. Q- 7- XTpon what principle did Mr. Laprimaudaye form his valuation 

Jiicffomohlln Sonr, Laprimaudaye took Mr. Mackey's Book, as the foundation, made increases, 
Ani^ust, 1836. where there were additional or new buildings, and reduction, wlicre the property was 
demolished or went to ruin. 

Q. 8. Did Mr. Lapriinaudaye's valuation cause any cncrease of Assessment ? 

— A. Yes, a considerable cncrcaso. 

J 

Q. 9. Mr. Laprimaudaye's Assessment you say was exactly on the same 
principle as that of Mr. Mackey's? — A, Yes, on the same princqdc. In cases of 
additional and new buildings, lie made corresponding cncrcasc. 

Q. 10. How long was the collection of House Tax made upon Mr. I.apri- 
maudaye’s Assessment ? — A. Up to 1819. llicre were cncreases and reductions 
during that period, according to circumstances. 

Q. 11. Wicn was anew Assessment made after this? — A. In 1819 the Magis- 
trates ordered a new Assessment of the 'Fown, and told Mr. Laprimaudaye to com- 
plete it within six mouths; but in consequence of his pleading inability to go 
through the work within so short a period, four new Assessors were appointed by 
the Magistrates. 

Q. 12. Can you state their names?— vf. Yes; Mr. Sumner, Mr. Osborne, Mr. 
I..eHerondalc, and Mr. Burn. 

Q. la Did they Assess the Town anew ? — A. Yes, as they Assessed the 
houses in the different Divisions of the Town, they rcgubnly forwarded their reports 
to Mr. Laprimaudaye, who inailc entries of the Assessment in his Book. 

Q. 14. Did Mr. Laprimaudaye, in making up his Book, adopt the valuations 
of these Assessors ?- — A. Mr. T4aprimaudaye adopted their valuation, and made up 
his Book accordingly, which was approved of by the Magistrates. 

Q. 15. Upon what principle did these four now Assessors form their valua- 
tions?—^. They also took Mr. Macke^s old Book as their guide, and cncrcased 
and reduced upon their own guess. 

Q, 16. Was there a Sircar with each of these Assessors, to assist them in 
forming the valuations ?—^'/, ^es, I was with Air. Sumner, my brother with Mr. 
Bum, and the other two Assessors bad cacli a Sircar of his own. 

Q. 17. Were the valuations of these Assessors correctly formed?— 
A. Mr. Sumner^s valuation was accurate. He valued Rooploll Mullick’s house 
on the ChitporeRoad at Sicca Rupees 600 per month, now it is reduced to 
Sicca Rupees 300. 

Q. 18. Did you assist Mr. Sumne/ in forming his valuation Yes. 
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Q, 19. In case of diflTercnce of opinion between you and Mr. Sumner, what ^ 

did he do ? — A. Wo generally agreed in the valuation; sometimea we differed in a ' 

trifling amount, which was easily explained by further enquiry. 

Q. 20. Did tho Sircars of the other Assessors, assist them in forming their 
valuations ? — A, The other gentlemen also used to take the opinions of thmr respec* 
live Sircars, but there was great confusion in their valuations. 


Q. 21. Was the valuation of property under the new Assessment of 1819, 
increased comparatively with tho former rates ? — A. The first division was Assessed 
by Mr. Sumner and myself, and the valuation of property therein was encreased, 
and although the Assessment on property in the other three divisions, were also 
<;ncreascd, yet the jiremisea were not properly valued, some were valued very much 
loo high, and others very much too low : It was au inaccurate valuation. 

Q. 22. Can you give any instance of tho inaccuracy you have just men- 
tioned? — A. Yes, Noyanrhand Hose’s house, in Soba Bazar Street, was formerly 
valued acjcording to jVfr. Mackey’s Book, at Sicca Rupees 40 per month. There 
were additions to the building since the first Assessment, and Mr. LeHerrondale 
valued it at Sicca llupces 250 per month, Noyauchand petitioned against the ad- 
vaiiceil valuation, and the Magistrates reduced it to Sicca Rupees 200 per month. 
At the sitting of tho last Police Committee he again petitioned, and tho case was 
referred to Mr. Laprimaudayc, who reduced tho valuation, and fixed it at Sicca Ru- 
pees 80 per month. 

Q. 23. Yon said Mr. Sumner had the Assessing of the first Division, and the 
Soba Bazar Street being within that Division, how came Noyanchand Bose’s house 
in that Street, to be valued by Mr, Lfellerrondale ? — A, Mr. Sumner bad too inucl^ 
on hand, and therefore transferred some part of liis business to Mr. LeHcrroiidal^ 
after the latter had completed the Assessment of his own Division. 

Q. 24. Can you give an instance of under-valuation? — A. In Durmahatta 
Street there were four or five Golahs, which paid ground rent alone to the proprietor 
of the land, Sicca Rupees 110 per month; so the rent of those Golahs might fairly 
have been rated at Sicca Rupees 210 per month: They were valued by Mr. 
LeHerrondale at Sicca Rupees 50 per month. 


Q. 25. Are there several instances of such inaccuracies ? — A. SeveraL 


Q. 26. What happened next? — A> Three of the new Assessors were dis- 
charged, and Mr. LeHerrondale and Mr. Laprimaudaye were retained as permar 
nent Assessors of two Divisions cac^h, viz. Mr. Laprimaudaye of tho second and 
fourth Divisions, and Mr. LeHerrondale of the first and third. Mr. Laprimaudaye 
was put over the Division Assessed by Mr. LeHerrondale. 


Q. 27. Were there many pelttisap against the new Assessment of 1819? — 
A„ Many, and almost all the petitions obtained reduction^iu the value of their pre- 
mises. 


i*/ 
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^ Q. 28 b Was there any new Assessment since that of 18 I 1 >? — A. No, but 

there ore considerable reductions in the value of premises, allowed by the MagiiH 

t Soof*, ^ ^ 

dd August, is36^ trates. 

Q* 29. Did you ever attend the Police Office to give information to the Ma;* 
^strates, on the subject of Assessment ? — J. I used to attend the Police Office, but 
Mr. La])rimaudayc would not allow me to si)eak to the Magistrates. 

Q. 00. Have you a fair knowledge of the value of houses, and huts, in the 
Town ? — A* I have, having been employed in the Assessment Department for a 
long time. 


Q. 31. Do you think the valuation put upon the houses and huts, are just, and 
proper? — A, I tliink the value at present put upon the huts, tiled and straw built^ 
is proper, but some of the brick built houses are over valued. The prices at which 
the houses could have been sold at Mr. Mackey’s time, cannot now be obtained for 
them — great many of the Native houses still pay the same I'ax as formerly— tho 
hihabitaiits of Baug Bazar and Shaum Bazar, are generally impoverished. 

Q. 32. Subsequent to the new Assessment of 1819, did not some of the house- 
holders obtain reductions in the value of their premises, by shewing examples of tho 
reduction of rent, of tho houses iu the European part of the 'Fown ? — A. Yes, 
llooploll Mullick, and some others obtained such reductions, by the examples 
mentioned. 

Q. 33. Can you suggest any improvement in the Assessment? — A. I 'think 
the amount can easily be increased by an augmentation of per centage, on all kind 
of Shops, without inconvenience. 

Q. 34. Do you think the valuation of premises in Burra Bazar, is properly 
made? — A. Y es. 
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No. 9^ 

6th August, 1836. 

Dyakhund Btmneijee, examined. 

Q. ]. What are you? — A. 1 am Bill Keeper in the Assessment Dejtartmcnty 
and have been employed iu the Collector of Assessment’s Office, since Feb. 1834. 

Q. 2. Who was BiU Keeper before you ? — A. Ramjeebun Bonerjee was the 
Bill Keeper ^fore me, under Singhee Baboo^ while bo was Dewon of the Collector of 
Assessment’s Office. In consequence of some confusion in the accounts, Singhee 
Baboo was removed from the Office. At that time. Captain Steel abolished the 
Office of the Bill Keeper, aud resolved to deliver the Bills directly to the Collecting 
Sirkars, tlnough the Serishtadar. I was first employed as the Head Mohurer, and in 
the month of September 18t35, Captain Steel ordered that I should take charge of 
fl)o Bills' which were to be sent to the Summons D^artment About that time the 
Sorishtad.'ir was also directed to take charge of all the Bills in' the first instance, 
and in distributing them amongst the Collecting Sirkars, to take their Promissory 
Notes for the amount of the Bills delivered, in the form of the one I beg to submit 
(copy of the Note submitted) So. Ba. 13,557-10-1, Division No. 7, Calcutta, the 
Ist February 1836. 

I promise to pay, on demand, to F. W. Birch, Esq. Collector of Assessment^ or 
order, the sum of Sicca llupees 'rhirteen Thousand, Hvc Hundred and Fifty-seven, 
and Ten Annas and One Gunda, for value received in Bills for collection of 
House Tax, which Bills I received in Cash. 

(Signed in Bengallec) KOYLASCHUNDER CHOWDERY, 

Sum of Tliirtccn Thousand, Five Hundred Fifty-seven, 
Ten Annas One Gunda only. 

Witness — Three in Number. 

Tlie Serishtadar entrusts the custody and distribution of Uie Bills to me. At 
the end of every quarter an account is made up with the Collecting Sirkars, the 
sums realised and remitted by the .Tustices being taken to Credit, a Balance is 
struck, and for the amount of which, as well as for the amount of the new quarter’s 
Bills, separate Promissory Notes are taken from the Collecting Sirkars. These 
Notes are never returned to them cancelled, on adjustment of account 

Q. 3. Who compares the Bills remaining unrealized in the hands of the Col- 
lecting Sirkars, at the time of adjustment of their quarterly accounts '? — A. Either I, 
or one of my two Sirkars, compare every Bill in the bands of tlie Collecting Sirkars, 
with the balance exhibited against them respectively, and with the list they furnish 
at the end of eadi quarter. 

Q. 4. Do you again examine the Bills at the end of the year ? — A. No, the 
Collecting Sirkars’ accounts are always settled quarterly, and not at the end of the 
year. ' 


Dyalcbund Bonnes* 
Jee^ Olh Attgunt, IBS^ 
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9 ^ Q> 5. Does tlie Collector of Assessment examine the unrealised Bills. ? — A. 

Pya i>i.!3 ~ff f n,nrr *** Adjustment of account taking place witli the Collecting Sirkars in 

jec, eta August, 1830 Beugallee, 1 get it translated into English, by one of the English Writers (an account 
in Bcngallee and another in English submitted, and are as follows) ; 


Benoallxk Account. 

1st Dicisioiif \st Number^ — Jtamsalntc MookhojMdhiOf 39th Quartans account^ from 
November 1835 to January 183^ date Ibth Marcht 1886. 


Cbemt Bills. Debit Dills. 

39th Quarters Com- Its. As. G. .38th Quarters ac- Rs. A. G. 

pany’s Bills, 8 12 3 12 count Balance, 4204...9280 9 17 

Sent in Nov. Dec. 39th Quarters 


and Jan. 1897...4623 4 1 present Bills,.,. 2018...4810 9 4 

Office Summons to 
Bissumbhur Chut- 

topadbya, 443....747 7 2 

Alter reduction Nov. 

Dec. and Jan. ... 56....158 13 14 


2404...5541 12 9 


G222..14U91 3 1 


Sent in Februar}',... 40;3...1061 2 4 

From 1 to 15 March, I07.....408 8 8 


Deduct Collections, 

&C. Nov. Dec. and 

Jan 2404...5541 12 9 


510... 1469 10 12 

Alter reduction 0 0 0 0 

Office Summons Feb. 2. 4 12 16 

Existing (on hand) 3271. ..6999 8 8 


3783...8473 15 16 

To Dyalchund Bon- 
dopadhya on ac- 
count of Collec- 
tion of old Bills 

remitted, 35„.,.«75 6 16 


3818...8549 6 12 

Sum of Eight Thou*- 
aaod aod Five Huodred 
and Forty-nine Hupeei 
Six Annas Twelve Guui. 
da.v only. 

Deduct existing 
Bills, &c. 3783...8473 15 1(J 


35 75 6 10 

Dt 35 75 6 Id 


Three Thousands 
Eight Hundred^ 
and P2ighteent 
Bills J 
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(Enclish Account.) 

Account of Sircar No. 1, 1«/ Division, Itamsdtuck Moohetjee, 15^A March, 18.36. 



Q. G. Docs any person besides yourself examine the unrealised Bills on hand, 9- 

with the balance exhibited against tlic Collecting Sirkars on adjustment of quarterly Dyalcimmi Bonnpr- 
accounts? — A. No. The Bills are not examined by any other person except either j*^**®*'* 
myself or one of the Sirkars 1 have mentioned. 

Q. 7. What Security do you give to the Serishtadar ? — A. I have given him 
no Security. I am a relation of his, and he is my Security to the Collector. 

Q, 8. What Salary do you get ? — A, Twelve Rupees a month. 

Q. 9. By the account you have submitted, it appears that the amount of 
outstanding, is principally formed of Bills of the recent quarters, is that about tho 
average of all tiie outstanding Bills ? — A. Yes. ' 
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^ Q. 10. What is the duty of the Sorishtadar? — A. He superintends the Col* 

w^eth Aa^iTiaae Depaj’tment generally. 

Q. 11. Are there any European Collectors?— ./f. No, the whole collection is 

entrusted to the Native Sirkars of the Divisions. 

* 

Q. 12. Do you ever deliver the Bills to any one but tho Collecting Sirkars ? — 
A. Yes, upon Distress Warrants being put into the hands of Constables, if they 
require the Bills for the realisation of the amount ordered to be levied, 1 deliver 
those Bills to them. There are two European Eiuuniners of unoccupied premises, 
who sometimes take the Bills of Assessment for those premises, the notices of 
vacancy of which are referred to Uiem fur report, and after making their remarks 
upon the back of the Bill% they are returned to me in the course of a day or two. 

Q. 10. Upon what arrear of payment, and under what circumstances are the 
Processes of Summons or Distraint Warrants issued by the Magistrates against 
defaulters? — A. IVhen four or five Bills are in arrear, tho Collecting Sirkars report 
the circumstance to the Serishtadar, who takes the Bills from them, and makes his 
report to the Collector. 'Phe Collector directs him to issue Office Summons or 
Notices against the defaulters to pay in the amount within a week. A Writer of the 
name of Tarruck bikdar makes out the Summons, and when signed by the Collector 
they are delivered to the Summons Sirkars, to be served upon the parties they are 
directed to. Many of the parties attend on the appointed day at the Collector’s 
Office, and pay off the clmm. Tho Bills unsettled on that day remain with me, and 
Rajkisto Set is directed to make out Summonses for signature of the Magistrates 
for the amount of those Bills. As soon as tho Summonses arc drawn out and 
signed by the Magistrates, they arc delivered to the Summons Sirkars for the 
purpose of being served on tho defaulters. On the day appointed fur their appear* 
ance, Rajkisto Set attends the Police Office with the Books, and I also attend with 
the Bills. I receive the amount as realised in the Police Office under the Summons, 
and enter in the Bengallee Summons Books the orders passed by tlio Magistrates on 
the occasion, for tho unrealised balance of the Summons, tho Magistrate’s order 
mthcr Remission or Warrant of Distress, according to tho circumstances of the case. 

Q. 14. Do you attend to any thing else besides what you have stated ?-~-A. 
I write in Bengallee the Quarterly Statements of Collection^ Remissions and 
Balances, and hand them to Rajkisto Set to be translated into English. 
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No. 10. 

Parbuttjr Cbum 
Mookcrjee, Otb ilu* 
gust, 1836, 

Parhutiy Churn Mooherjet^ examined^ « 

Q. 1. What are you?--^^, I am Senshtadar of the Collector of Asseaanient’s 
Office, and have been so for the last four years. 

Q. 2. What Security have you given?— .4. To the amount of Ten Thousand 
Rupees — Bissonauth Mottyloll is my Security. 

Q. 3. What floating Cash Balance of the Assessment Collections remains in 
your hands ? — A. 1 have generally a balance of collection money, of about Three or 
Four lliousand Rupees in my hands, and the Outstanding Bills in the h awda of my 
Bill Kceimr and the Collecting Sirkars, amount to about One Hundred and Fifty 
'lliousand Rupees. 

Q. 4. Where do you keep the floating Cash Balance? — A, In an Iron Chest 
in the Collector of the Asscssmentfs Office. 

Q. 5. What Security do the Division Collecting Sirkars give?-^.4. Trom 
Eight to Tcti Thousand Rupees each. 

Q. 6. IVluit sort of Securities, and who examines and accepts them ? — A. The 
Collecting Sirkars give Securities of Land Owners, cither in Calcutta or in MuflTusuL 
When a Security is oflered, I examine it, and report to the Collector, who in his 
discretion either accepts or i'cjoc;ts it Captain Steel always uscil to enquire after, and 
examine the offered Security himself. 

Q. 7. What amount of Collection Money is remitted to the General Treasury 
from time to time, and how often? — A. We remit the Collection Money to the 
General Treasury from Two to Five Tliousand Rupees, at intervals of two or three 
days. . 

Q. 8. Do you make Disbursements out of tiic Collection Money from your 
Office?— Yes, wo pay the Establishment, Commissions, Office Rent and Contin- 
gent Charges, from the Collecting Funds. 

Q. 9. What Salary do you get ? — A, Seventy Rupees a month, out of which 
I pay Fifteen Rupees to two ^rkars, one of whom assists the Bill Keeper and the 
other occasionaRy goes out with Bills. 

Q. 10. Do you think the collection can be improved? — A. If I get an 
Establishment of two or three more Sirkars 1 think the collection will be improved. 

My reason for thinking Bo> is this — the Division CoUectingvSirkars have to go to many 
places for collection, and they cannot wait a long time, or frequently upon those who 


No. 10. 

6th .\ugu8t, 1836. 
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No, 10. 

ParIniUy Churn 
Mookcrjco, 6tb Au> 
gust) 1836. 


are in the habit of putting off payment. They are obliged to go to others, and 
especially to those who make prompt pajment, with the view of getting money for 
remittance to the Collector's Office, because unless they remit from time to time the 
sums they arc expected to send, the Collector imposes a tine upon them, consequent- 
ly a large number of Bills accumulates against the unwilling pay-masters, and it Ijc- 
comes sliirmore difficult to effect their realisation. Tf T could get those Bills put 
into the hands of extra Sirkars, to prosis payment, they could be more easily and 
promptly realised, than they are at present. 


Q. 11. If Summonses are issued upon the arrear of one Bill, instead of four 
or five, as at present, do you think the collection will be improved?—/!. Undoubtedly 
it will be a good plan. Tlie Collector himself told me that it would be a good plan. 

Q. 12. VVliy is it not adopted then? — A. We have not adopted it, because 
there used to be formerly in some instances ten or twelve Bills in arrear against one 
number, now it is reduced to one, two, three and four Bills. 


Q. 1.3. ^Vbo autliorizes the keeping bat;k of the Bills in arrear ? — A. Some 
times when Ihe Collecting Sirkars arc unaklo to realise regularly, I have authorized 
them to keep the Bills in arrear, to the extent I have mentioned. 

<5. 14. If die system of the process of Summons upon the arrear of one Bill 
is ailopted, do you think any mischief will result therefrom ? — A There will be no 
mischief to those who are able to pay, but those that are not able to pay m\ist suffer. 
The favor of the Assessors towards the poor is ])roverbial. They have reduced the 
value of Chandney Bazar, and in many instances increased that of ruined premises. 

Q. 15, Do you think the system will be an improvement? — A. Yes, as some 
times even the rich men keep back the payment of Bills, but there are men really 
poor who are quite unable to pay. 

Q. 16. Do you tliink u])on strict collection, tho amount may bo increased ? — 
A Y'es. 

Q. 17. To what extent? — A. I think under strict collection, by Summons, &c. 
there will be on increase from Eight to Ten 'lliousand Rupees per Quarter. 

Q. 18. Will there be any mischief in adopting the system of strict collection? 

No. 
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No. 11. 


20th August, 1 836, 

Captain Frederick William Birch^ examined. 


No. 11. 

raptain Frederick 
William Birch, 
<20llt August, 


Q. 1. How long have you been the Superintendent the Police of Calcutta? 
— tA. Since 1st Januarj', 1836. 1 succeeded Captain Steely who held the appointment 
fi-om the year 1831. 


Q. 2. Is the Collection of Assessment a part of the duties of the Superin- 
tendent of the Police? — J. Yes, the Superintendent of the Police was appointed 
Collector of Assessment, during the administration of Lord William Bentinck. 


Q. a Is there always a large outstanding balance of the Assessment, from 
year to year ? — Yes. 

Q. 4. It has been stated in evidence here, that at the end of each quarter, 
when the Collecting SIrkars’ accounts are adjusted, and balance struck, tlie uncoUect- 
ed Bills on liand, corresponding with that balance, are examined by the Bill-keeper 
of your Office. What adequate check is there against the Bill-keepers or the Collect- 
ing Sirkars, in connivance with each other, keeping back a part of the Collection 
money ? — A. At the end of each quarter the Collecting Sirkars are called in, their 
accounts adjusted, and the Bills on hand of each, are examined with the balance exhi- 
bited against him, and if the Bills produced do not correspond with the balance, the 
Bills arc taken from him altogether. It is not impossible for the Bill-keeper or the 
Collecting Sirkars, to keep back a part of the Collection money in connivance with 
each other. There is certainly no adequate check against this. The subject never 
struck me before in the same light which it does now, and I shall in future make 
arrangements for a proper check. I have always called upon the Collecting Sirkars 
for the production of the uncollected Bills, and trusted to the Serishtadar to have 
them properly examined with the balance. There are however the checks of the 
Serishtadar and myself and 1 consider that 1 must place some confidence in my 
subordinates. 


Q. 5. It has been further in evidence, that when four or five Bills are in 
arrear, a report is made to you of the circumstance, by the Serishtadar, for the 
purpose of taking out process against the defaulters, don’t you think it would be 
proper, that such report should be made to you on the arrear of one Bill ? — A. Cer- 
tainly, it would be a very proper course. If tho report is made, and process taken out 
on the arrear of one Bill, the collection would be more easy. It would also be a 
convenience to the payer, and if it is understood to be the practice to have the 
process out outlie arrear of one Bill, the necessity of frequent process would not 
exist, and in my opinion this would be a more effectual and just course. 

Q. 6. Why don’t jou adopt it? — A. It has been found impossible to adopt it 
as a general rul^ as yet, in consequence of the many heavy arrears, but I am bringing 
it into use as speedily as circumstances will allow. 'SlLy present intention is to 



( xxii ) 


Ku. II. 

Ctplain Frederick 
William nirch, 
29ih 


enforce payment on the arrear of the first Bill where there is no old outstanding, 
and to \\ ipe off the whole of the old Bills, under process by realisation, as far as 
possible,, and by cancelling those that are irrecoverable. Tliis would make the 
account more clear than it is at present. 


Q. 7^ Do the Distiiikiing Constables experience any difficulty in recovering the 
levy under Distress Warrants from the rich Baboos ? — A. I'hey do ; the execution is 
Hoinetiines obstructed by force. 


Q. 8. What course would you recommend to be adopted for the efficient exe- 
cution of Distress Warrants ? — /i. While defaulters have the power of removing their 
property into the Zananali Muhul, it is impossible for us to get at them. Two modes 
appear , to me cralc\ilatcd to remove this difficulty, — one the power of entering the 
Zananah, and the other the power to sell the doors and windows. The Zananah is a 
mere bug-bear. If the defaulters knew that the Magistrates have power to autho- 
rize the entrance, they would pay the demand without making difficulty, and I think 
there would be no injustice in entering the Zananah, if the parties were aware of the 
existence of such a power. No Officer or Constable ought to have the power of 
enlrriiig the Zananah, without the authority of two Magistrates. Bui besides these, 
the best and specific course of removing all difficulties to the rexovery from defaul- 
ters, is the power of proceeding against them in the Court of Requests, by the 
process of which, their persons could be taken. 

Q. 0. If the law gave you power to take the i)erson of the defaulter after the 
return of the Warrant of Distress, don^t you think that would be a better remedy ? — 
Jl. Decidedly so, the process w'ould then be more easy md save delay. If the 
Warrants of Distress were made more general to^ 8t?ize the gocxls of the defaulter 
wherever found, instead of only those upon the premises in arrear, as at present, the 
levy w ould be more easily recoverable from rich men. 

Q. 10. Can yo\i suggest any other mode of efficient collection ? — A. I have 
turned over iii my mind every difficulty which suggested itself, llie Native Sirkars 
have power to make money by extortion, that cannot be avoided. Tlie Natives 
generally liave prejudices, or are afraid to come to Court, and taking advantage there- 
of, 1 lielieve the Collecting Sirkars do extort money from those who are not prompt 
paymasters, by threatening to report the arrear to the Collector, and the consequent 
process, unless something was paid to them for forl)carance. 


Q. 11. IIow many Distraint Constables are there? — A. Four — all Europeans ; 
the liest of them by name Street, makes from ^ one hundred to one hundred and 
thirty Rupees a montli in costs arising in the execution of Distress Warrants. The 
second, Andrew, about ninety ; the third, Johnson ; and the fourth, Sliuldham, 1 do 
not think make more than forty Rupees a month each. 

r 

Q. 12. Is that the only remuneratioii they get? — ^.^.^Tliat is the whole of 
their support ; they get no salary ; Street keeps two Buggy Horses to enable him to 
pertunn his duties efficiently, 
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Q. 13. Have they any other duties to perform except the execution of 
Distraint Warrants ? — No ; Street within the last month is appointed by me to a 
vacant situation of an Examiner of empty houses, at a salary of ono hundred Rupees 
a month, but since the appointment, the Chief Magistrate has intimated, that he must 
not levy by distress, in the Division in which he is die Examiner. 

Q. 14 Do you think die mode of |)aymg the Distraint Constables by fees or 
per centago upon the amount levied by distress, is tho best tliat can be adopted ?-> 
A, Yes ; because they then have greater incitement to exertion. 

Q. Do you think the Assessment of the Town is fairly made?— '/I. 1 do 
not thiuk it hiir to Tax the poorer class in the same ratio with the rich. I think, if 
yearly, during the month of December, an Estimate of the Police expenses for the 
ensuing year were made, and Assessment levied according to tlmt, it would bo less 
liable to objection. I mean the House and Abkareo Taxes so raised as to meet the 
Whole expenses of the Police. The Assessment in that case of course would vary 
and be greater than at present,— no class is to be exempted. Ilic huts are now 
assessed in a lump of several, as one number. 

Q. 1 6. Can you offer any further observations upon tho whole matter under con* 
sidoration ? — A. 1 am now taking a correct Census of the population and the houses 
of Calcutta ; when it is completed, which I hope will be in a few days, I will submit 
the Statement to the Committee, with such observations as may then occur to me, 

Q. 17. Is the collection from all classes made by Natives? — A. Yes; but I 
think it would be a better mode to employ both Natives and Europeans. Natives 
in the first instance, and on their failure Europeans, and I am about to make tho 
experiment. 

Q. 18. How many Sirkars do you employ for collection in the Four Divi- 
sions? — A. Seven; who employ others under their own control — about twenty- 
four more. 

Q. 19. Wliat remuneration do they get? — A. One and a half per cent on 
tlie sums actually collected by them. 
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Pavilt MrFarUn,E4(i« 
32 J Augrust, 1830. 


No. 12. 

22nd AugiLst, 1836. 

David McFarlan^ Esq, examined. 


Q. 1. Arc you the Chief Magistrate of Calcutta ? — A. Ye?, and liave been so 
for about six years. 


Q. 2. As the Chief Magistrate, have you specific control over the Assessment 
and the Collector of Assessments* Departments ? — A, I have no specific ci>utrol over 
the Assessors or their appointment, llie Magistrates iii‘SeBsions appoint them, and 
have control over them. The Superintendent of Police, under orders of Government, 
is the Collector of Assessment, and is not under my control. In fact, as Chief Magis-> 
irate I have no judicial control over him legally, but practially I have, as the peti- 
tions received by the Clerk of the Peace for reduction of Assessment, &c. come to rao, 
and, as Chief Magistrate, I am bound to see that the peoples* complaints arc attended to. 

Q. 3. Do you exercise no control over the Assessors or the Collector of 
Assessment l^A, If I saw that the Assessors were not doing tliclr duty, 1 would 
bring it to the notice of the Sessions, and in the same way if 1 found slackness iu 
the collection, 1 would send to enquire the cause, thus practically I have some con- 
trol The Quarterly Statements of Collections I send up to Government, and it is 
my duty to point out defects, explain the cause of short collection, and recommend 
improvements. 

Q. 4. Do the other Magistrates exercise any control over the Assessment 
Department? — A. They do not Government do not expect them to do so, but 
I am always happy to accept their assistance, if offered. 


Q. 5. It appears, that the two Assessors employed, perform their duties in 
the mornings and evenings. Do you think thjit the time devoted is sufficient to go 
through the business efficiently ? — A, We require the services of two Assessors. 
The Sessions are now held quarterly, while formerly they used to be held once a 
year, or once in two years. 

Q. 6. We wish to know, whether the time allotted by the Assessors Mr. Carr 
and Mr. Graham, is sufficient for the purpose of performing their duties efficiently. 
In the day time Mr. CaiT is engaged in a Mercantile House, and Mr. Graham as 
an Attorney of the Supremo Court Whether with those occupations they are able 
to perform the duties of Assessors properly ? — A. The Assessors take two Divisions 
of the Town each. They go out in the mornings and evenings, assisted by Sirkars. 
The Assessment I think is properly made. I am not aware of premises being under- 
valued, and iu cases of over-valuation^ one can rely upon the parties seeking reduction 
themselves. 1 thinkifyouhad one Assessor, an<l he was to give the whole of his time 
to the business, the thing would be hurried. In 1822, ^trhen Mr. Shakespear was Chief 
Magistrate, I proposed to Government that there should be two Assessors instead of one« 
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Q. 7. The question is not asked on the principle of economy. We wish to be 
informed whether the two Assessors devoting only a part of their time for Assess- 
ment, can perform the duties efiBciently ? — A. If we could get a m:in to devote the 
whole of his time, I think the duties may be performed by one. A man at a salary 
of three or four hundred Rupees, to devote the Whole of his time, w'ould not I 
think be sufficiently paid, llie business is not ministerial at all, it is in* a great 
measure judicial. In a multitude of cases tliere is notMng to gosupon but opinion. 
In such cases, it is of first importance that the person who delivers the opinion should 
be above suspicion, if you increase the salary to six hundred Rupees you might get 
a proper person to devote tlie whole of his time to the business, and he might pro- 
bably {>erform the duties as efficiently, or as well as at present ; but wo should be 
liable to embarrassment if he were sick. At present one Assessor assists the other 
on occasions of sickness, or necessary absence. 


Ko. 12. 

Uavid McFiirlao, E«<|t 
eSod Au(u*l, 1S30* 


Q. 8. Have you any suggestions to offer upon the present system, or for its 
improvement ? — A. No ; I think the sytftem is good on general principles. I 
should bo against double employment^ but in this particular case of double mnploy- 
ment, the arrangement is probably the cheapest and best 

Q. 9. The Superintendent of the Police, is ex-officio tlw Collector Assess- 
ment The Bills for Assessment on being signed by him, are delivered over to the 
Serishtadar or Bill-keeper of his Office, for the puiqioso of being distributed to the 
Collecting Sirkars. At the end of each quarter, the Collecting Sirkars render their 
accounts, the balances of which are examined with the Bills on hand, by the Bill- 
keeper or one of his under Sirkars, and the Bill-keeper makes his return of the 
correctness of the accounts. What adequate check is there .against the Bill-keepers 
making a false return ? — A. It is the duty of the Collector of Assessment to examine 
the uncolle<!ted Bills. I don’t see any other adequate check but tlie Collectors own 
examination : he is responsible for tho Bills. I have always been in the habit of taking 
statements furnished by tho Collector as correct returns. It is my opinion that the 
Collector ought to see, and bo thoroughly assured, that the stated arrear, really cor- 
responds to the Bills on hand. 

Q. 10. It has' been' in evidence, that, under the present system, -the Distress 
Warrants are not sufficiently effectual in the recovery of the levy, because the Exe- 
cuting Officers could not get property to seize, either in consequence of its being con- 
cealed in the Zunanah, or of obstruction by force. What remedy would you propose 
for this? — A. I was urged by Captain Steel to get a law passed, authorising by its 
process, the enforcement of payment by taking up the jiorsons of the defaulters, but 
I thought this would be a very hard measure. 1 considered the authority to enter 
the Zunanah would he the best remedy, wluch again Captain Steel thought might 
he attended withi 'iroqaent disturbances. 1 am not aware of successful obstruction 
by force. 

Q. 11. Under these' drcumstancce, what appears to you the advisable 
remedy ?•— vl I Whuld try the experiment of entering the Zunanali first, before I 
‘ recOmmiend the taking up the persons of defaulters. ^ 

a 
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No. 19> 

Dadd M€t’Brl*n,E*l> 
33nd Augaotf 1836, 


Q. 12. You would only grant the power of entrance to the Zuoanahi where 
the recovery by the present ordinary mode of process The Warrants of 

Distress should bo granted as at present, in the first instance, and if returned unexe* 
cuted, then the authority for entering the Zunanah may bo given. 

Q. *13. Don’t you think that it would be an improvement in the collection, and 
at the same time merciful towards the poorer class of Tax-payers, if the processes of 
Summons and IMstress, were to issue on the arrear of one Bill, instead of four or five 
as at present ? — A. 1 have always been aiming to have process out on the arrear of 
the first BiU. I liavc no doubt it would be an improvement in the Collecrion, as well 
as merciful towards the poorer Class of Tax-payers, to have the process out on the 
arrear of one Bill, instead of allowing them to accumulate to two or three ; but in 
that case the expenses of Distress would be a heavy penalty. 

Q. 14. It has been in evidence that Distraint Warrants are executed by 
European BaUifTs, of whom there are four, lliey are paid by Costs or Commission 
levied upon the de&ulters, is tliat the best mode of remuneration ? — A. Yes. It 
cncites them to exertion, llie Warrants of Distress, even including those which 
I consider as almost irrecoverable, are sought by tliem with eagerness. 

Q. 15. It is stated by Captain Birch, that Street, one of the Distraining 
Bailiiis, who makes by fees to the extent of one hundred and thirty Rupees a 
month, has been lately appointed by him to a vacant situation of Examiner of empty 
houses ; but you have intimated that he must nut Distrain l^perty in the Division 
of which he is the Examiner. Whatis your reason for the prohibition ? — A, Because 
he has an interest in falsifying his report. Whore a house is actually empty he might 
say it was occupied. This false report might get lum in the end, fees for a Warrant 
of Distress. 


Q. 16. Do the Magistrates decide the remission of Assessment of empty 
houses by tho Examiners’ reports? — A. Yes. If the party contests the question of 
empty or not empty, a Mag^trate would rely on the oath of the Examiner. 

Q. 17. What would you suggest for the improvement of the Collection? — A, 
In addition to the power of entering the Zunanah, a power to Distrain Carriages 
and other l^perty of defoulters, wherever found, would be very usefoL Indeed I 
think we have that power at present, though it is not often exercised. 

Q. 18. Have you any suggestions for improving the mode of Collection? 
Captmn Birch states his belief that tlie Collecting Sifkars extort money from the 
Tax-payers ?~.if. No case of the Sirkars taking money from the inhabitants has 
come before me. 

Q. 19. You have to deal with Sessions. — When tho Agency Houses failH in 
1830, a considerable full took place in the value of House Property in the European 
part of tho Town. The Tax on some of tho Native Houses was also reduced. It is 
stated, as an instance, tliat RoopIoU Mullick’s house on the CbitpoTe Road, which 
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No, 12. 

David McFarUn,Ei^« 
22ad Augutty 1886. 


Q. 20. Then the value of some of the houses of Native Gentlemen was reduced 
in consequence of general depreciation of I^ded Property ? — A. Yesi there has been 
reduction of Assessment in* the Native part of the Town, owing to the depreciation of 
Landed Property since 1880. Tho more strict method of collection introduced, and the 
more frequent and ready means of appeal led people to look into the matter of the 
sessment. The reduction was not made upon general principles, every case was decided 
upon on its own particular merits, and no reduction was made without application. 

Q. 21. Is there not some difficulty in getting evidence respecting the value of 
rich Natives’ houses ? — A. Yes, extreme difficulty ; they are scarcely ever loti and 
tho Assessors must form a general estimate. 

Q. 22. In cases of over Assessment, is the party complaining put to any 
expense iu presenting a petition to the Sessions for redress ? — A All persons com- 
plaining, even those who pay a Tax of Two Auna^ must, in presenting {letitions to 
the Sessions, pay a fee of Ono Rupee to the Clerk of the Peace upon each petition. 
If the party is the owner of several houses or shops numbered separately, he must 
present a separate petition for each, and pay tho prescribed fee on each occasion. 

Q. 23. What would you suggest for this? — A. To receive the petitions 
without fee, and leave it to the Magistrate to levy it, if he found the application 
frivolous and without merits. 

Q. 24. Have you any suggestions to offer generally upon the Assessment^ or 
Collection ? — A A question is now before Government, viz. to allow a single Magistrate 
toissue Warrants of Distress; so also is that of requiring each IKvision Magistrate to is- 
sue Warrants of Distress in hisownIXstrict Ihe Collector would then be bound to have 
a Warrant out for all arrears, even of one quarter. In a letter to Gfovemment of the 
28th April last, 1 proposed that the Collector should be allowed only two per cent, on 
Two Lacsof Collection, and five per cent on all, over that sum. The object was of 
course to draw the strong attention of the Collector to the moro difficult Collections. 


was formerly valued at Sicca Rupees Six Hundred pm* month, was, subsequent to 
the timo mentioned, reduced to Sicca Rupees Three Hundred per month, while the 
valuations of other houses in sinular tituations continued unchanged. Upon what 
principle was tho valuations of the Native houses reduced ? — A I examine the 
several cases as they arc brought before me» the reduction in the valuation of the 
house alluded to, was made upon application of the owner, supported by the ihporta 
or opinions of the Assessors, who act under oath. There was a general reduction 
in the value of Property in the European part of the Town, and 1 should conclude 
tliat the value of houses in the Native part of the Town also fell — indeed the general 
depredation of Landed Property was notorious, — witness the purchases in that part 
of the Town by the Lottery Committee, and the prices that are now offered for that 
land, greatly improved as it is. There were a great number of petitions from the 
different Divisions of the Town, and the Assessors were compelled to admit the 
reductions applied for, some on specific and rmdoubted evidence of fall in value, and 
others on their own estimate. 
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^ I have several timcB seriously thought, that it might he ou advantage to do 

— ' away with the demand of the Collecting Sirkar, to make it imperative by Law on the 
* 82 nd August, Tax-payers to lodge the Tax by a certain time in an 065cc in their Division. The 
habits of tho Country arc certainly opposed to this, — people hero require to be 
dunned, before they pay the smallest sum. If tho Law coidd assist in removing 
such l&bit, it should. A ^mwer might bo given, in iuiy now Enactment, to the Collector 
to try that system. It would do away with the chanco of corruption on the part of 
the Tax Collector. 


No. 13. 

Kumulakant 
Gaugoully, 31st Aug, 
1830. 

Abkaree. 


Na 13. 

31 st August, 1836. 


Kumutakant GanffooUy, examined. 

Q. 1. What are you?— I am a Writer in the Abkaree and License Depart- 
ment 

Q. 2. Who is in charge of the European Distillery and License Department? 
— A. Mr. Blaquiere. 

Q. 3. How long have you been employed in the Abkaree and License 
Department? — A. Since 1802. 

Q. 4. Wliat is your duty?— .4. To write accounts. 

Q. 5. How many persons are employed in the Abkaree Department ?—A, 
Ten or twelve persons. 

Q. 6. All Writers?— .4. No, there are only three Writers— myself, Bissonauth 
Doss and Ruheemkhan, and seven or eight Sirkars. 

Q. 7. What are the Writers em])loyed at?— A. In writing passes, keeping 
accounts, conducting current business and books. 

Q. a What salary do the Writers got?— A. I get Forty Rupees, and tho 
others Twenty and Sixteen per month. 

Q. 9. What salary do tho Sirkars get?— A. The Cash-keeper gets Forty 
Rupees in the License Department, his two Mohurers, one Fifteen and the otiber 
Ten, Podar Seven, and Duftory Six Rupees a month. 

Q. 10. Is not Mr. Andrew employed in the Abkaree Department?— .4. Yes, 
he is Clerk of the License Department. 
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Q. 11. What salary does he get? — A. Two Hondrod Rupees a month. .lie 
used to get One Hundred Rupees more from the Distillery Department, which W 
ccascil. 

Q. 12. IVhat is the amount of the whole Establishment per month ? — A. Fiv4 
Hundred and Thirty-one Rupees. • 

Q. 13. What does Mr. Blaquiere got per month? — A. Ho gets a Commission 
of two and a half per cent on the Collection, which averages montldy under Tlirec 
Hundred Rupees. 

Q. 14. What is your particular duty? — A. I keep Register of Licensed 
Venders, both wholesale and retail, Renter of Taury and Gunja Shops, make up 
English Monthly Accounts, and write the English Cash Book. 1 used to keep the 
Register Book of Duties on Gin, Brandy and foreign Arrack, imported by Sea, 
which is ^ven up, since June last 

Q. 15. Do you ever yourself go to the Arrack and Rum, and the intoxicating 
Drug Shops? — A. No, J never went to these shops. 

Q. 16. Is there any check against the imiioBition of the Venders? — A. I do 
not know. 

Q. 17. Who receives the Tax, and grants receipts ? — A. The money is paid 
to the Cash-keeper, who grants receipts. 

Q. la Docs the Cash-keeper collect the whole of the Abkaree Taxi— A. 

Yes. 

Q. 19. Does not Mr. Blaquiere sign the receipts ? — A. No. 

Q. 20. Does he sign the licenses? — A. Yes. 

Q. 21. The licensed Arrack Shops have the privilege of retailing Twelve 
GaUons Bengal Arrack per day — Is there any check against theirretailing more than 
that quantity? — A There is no chock against that 

Q. 22. How many Bengal Arrack Shops are there paying the Tax of Six 
Rupees a day? — A fifty-three. 

Q. 23. Whence do these Shopkeepers bring the Arrack into Calcutta, and in 
what quantities ? — A They are permitted to bring daily fifty-three Banghys of two 
pots each, and each pot contuning about Six Gallons, from a Distillery out of Calcut- 
ta. 1 forget the name ci the place. 



Q. 24. To whom does the Distillery belong 1—A To Mr. Blaqiuere. 
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M6. 13. 


Kainulkant 
Gabgoolly, 31sl Aug*. 

Abicaree. 


Q, 25. By whom is the ,^aek distilled there? — A. By the Proprietors of the 
fifty-three Shops I have mentioned. 

Q. 26. Who pays for the buildings of the Distillery 7-^ A. The same Shop- 
keepers. 


< 


Q. 27. Do these Shopkeepers take to the Distillery their own materials for 
distilling? — A. Yes. 


Q. 28. Is any Bengal Arrack brought into Calcutta from any other place than 
the Distillery you have mentioned?— .t:!. I am not aware of any Bengal Arrack 
coming to Calcutta, but from the IXstilleiy I have mention^ 

Q. 29. How many Licensed Bengal Rum Shops are there, paybg the Tax of 
Five Rupees per day?— .tf. Eight. 


Q. 30. What quantity of Rum are tiiey allowed to retail? — A. Each. Shop has 
the priviloge of retmling three hundred and eighty gallons Bengal Rum per mouth. 


Q. 31. Do they sdl European Spirits also ? — A. Yes, they sell Gin, Brandy, 
and foreign Arrack, for. which they pay the wholesale Tax of Four Rupees per 
quarter. 


Q. 32. Suppose they wore to sell more than three hundred and eighty gallons 
of Rum per month ; what would you do ? — A, When they wish to sell more, they 
come to our Office, and declare their intention, and pay the Tax according to the 
quantity they wish to sell 


Q. 33. Whence do they bring the Rum into Calcutta ? — A. From a Distillery 
at Sookchur. 


Q. 34. Doos tlus Distillery belong to the Shopkeepers ? — A. No, it belongs to 
other people. 


Q. 35. Is there no other Rum Distillery but the one you have mentioned ? — A. 
There is a Distillery at Bandcl, one at Fort Gloster, and one at Dhoba, in tho 
District of Burdwan. 

Q. 36. Suppose the Rum Shopkeepers were to bring to Calcutta, in the 
course of one month, a larger quantity of Rum, than the three hundred and eighty 
gallons they have the priviloge to retml ; and do not choose to give you the informa- 
tion, how could you know of this? — A, We cannot know, if they do not choose to 
give us the information; but the Custom House Chokey b a dicck against excessive 
importation. 


Q. 37. Are tliese Shopkeepers at liberty to sell any qi^tity of Gin, Brandy 
and foreign Arrack, for the wholesale Tax of Four Rupees per quarter ?—.i. Yea. 
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Q. 38. Do you compel them to buy Bongal Rum at the Sookchur DistUlery ? 
—if. No. 

Q. 09. How many Distilleries are there at Sookchur ?— ^. Three. 

Q. 40. Do you know to whom they belong? — A. To Govincl Shaw, Rauj> 
kissore Mnllick, and Oooroopersaud Shaw. 


No. la 

Kamulkant 
Cangoully, 3l«t Auf. 
1H30* 

Abkafeco* 


~ Q. 41. Db the Shopkeepers bring the Rum into Calcutta, under passes from 
the Abkaree Department? — A. Yes, when tiiey wish to import Rum into Calcutta, 
they ^{dy for a pus to the Abkiuee Department The pass being gruated, it is 
taken to theFiDistiUmy^dndtbe quantity mentioned therein,' is imported, accompanied 
by one of ouE'Oum peons froth the Distillery. 

Q. 43. '^^^Safrtdtany peons are employed in the Abkaree Department ? — A. Si]e< 
teen m.the^hgaHlistillaiiy l^partment and tiurty-four or thirty-five, in the European 
Distillei^'Dt^partnil^t'. '.](The witness is desired to produce a list of the Establisb- 
mcnt.y. 

m if <t K ^ ^ ti, i ^ ^ . 

^ Yiniai'Tax do the Pundi Honses pay? — A. The Punch Houses used 
to pay 'i)p^iRupees per day ; hut since May last they pay only a Rupee a day. 

fit'll '4$' ' Dq^the. European Shopkeepers pay any Tax ? — A Mackenzie, Lyall 
therqhhleskto’Tax of Four Rupees per quarter. 




|. ;4S. Do Ifickey «tod Co. pay any tlung?— ^ No. 


Q. 4$. How many Taury Shops are there, and what Tax do they pay? — A. 
ThOTe arc ^irty^ight Tauuy Shops, and they pay a Tax of One Rupee per day 


each; 


Q. 47. \Hbw many Gunja Shops, and what Tax do they pay ? — A Eight 
Ounja Shopsl'j^ying Two Rupees a day each. 


Q. 48^ How' mahy retail Punch Houses are there? — A, Ten. 

Q. 49.,. 'Are too Tauiy and Gunja Shops allowed to sell as much as they like? 
— Twf;, Yes. ’ * 

■ ' Vif . I*’ , ; ' ' .. , 

^Qi So. What is too cost of a cup of Taiuy?— Five or six largo pots of 
toie^^^tll^ sen for a Rupee. 

Q. 61. Hoar bftoh is toe Tax pud into toe Abkaree Department?— .4. It is 
pud daily. 

Q, ^ Howls it paid?— ^ The Shopkeepers come to the Casli-kecpcr’s 
and pay. ^ 
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Q. 53. If they omit to come ; what is done? — A. We send peons after them, 
and bring them up to the Office ; if they still dont pay, we keep them in custody for 
some time in the Police Office, but we cannot do any thing more. 

Q. 64. May there not bo Shops which do not pay the Tax? — A. There may 
be such^hops, but I think not There are peons in the Abkaree Department who 
look after the Shops. 

Q. 55. Is there more than one Shop belonging to one person? — A. Yes. 

Q. 56. Name some of the principal Shopkeepers of all classes, and the 
mtuations of their Shops ? — A. Of Bengal Arrack, Ilammohun Shaw has one shop 
at C!olootollah; Kamkaunt Shaw has three^ at Bow Bazar, Mochowa Bazar and 
Chowringhee; Juggomohun Shaw has two, at Cullinga and Fenwick’s Bazar. Of 
Bengal Bum, Gooroopersaud Shaw, has one shop, Koonjoo Baharry Shaw, one, 
Sunatun Mundul, one, Okoor Shaw, one, all at Radha Bazar ; John William 
Atwater, Alexander Simpson, and Robert Harding, keep Punch Houses. Of Taury, 
Kyamuddeen has two 8hop% at Durumtollah and Tiretta Bazar. Of Gunja, Jumma 
Khan and Dhomce Khan, Iiave two shops, at Burra Bazar and Matchowa Bazar, 
Bunmolly Banay, has one shop at Matchowa Bazar. 

Q. 57. Name the Sirkars and Peons stationed at the Distilleries?— -yf. At 
Koolia Distillery, Sirkar Juggomohun Bose, Jemadar Roheem Khan, and four Peons. 
At Sookchum Distillery, Sirkars Nobocoomar Boneijie and Ghmroopersaud Bonerji^ 
and twelve Peons. 


Mo. 19. 

Kamulka:^t 
Gangoolly, Aug, 
1836. 

Abkanc.. 
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Nu. 14. 

Kanij*>y Monkerjee, 
31(it AiigUfii, 

Abkarec, 

Q. 1. What arc you? — A. I am Cash-keeper in the y\bkarec Department. 

Q. 2. How long havo you held the situation ? — yL 1 am employed in the 
Police, for forty-three or forty-five years. In the Ahkaree Department, three or 
four years before Mr. Blaquierc took charge of it 

Q. 3. How is the Tax in the Abkarce Department paid ? — A, When the 
Venders come to the Police to pay the Tax, they go up to the lOngllsh Office first, 
and inform Mr. Andrew or his Assistant, that they have come to pay the money. 

They then come down to my Office, and pay the money to the Podar. The Moburer 
enters the amount in the Book, and grants receipts. 

Q. 4. Don’t you sign the receipt ? — A. No. 

Q. 5. Are the receipts of money compared with the License Rook ? — yt Tlie 
Writer in the liuglish Office and my Mohurer compare the account of Licenses and 
Jlcccipls. 

Q. 6. When inoncjy is paid, is any memorandum of it made on the hack of 
the License ? — yL Formerly from the Englisli Office, such memorandum used to be 
made, but now they have given up that system. They even do not grant Licenses 
now. Iliey merely enter the names of the Venders in a hook. 

Q. 7. Are there now no Licenses granted at all ? — A. Sometimes a License 
is granted. 

Q. 8. What is the amount of your daily receipt? — A. '^Flie average monthly 
receipt is from twelve to fourteen thousand Rupees. 

Q. 9. Wc want to know the amount of daily receipt ? — A. ITic money is not 
paid daily. Sometimes, 1 do not receive a Rupee for ten days. Some of the Shop- 
keepers are in arrear for two, and some for three months — generally they make pay- 
ments, a little before the close of the month. 

Q. 10. Do they not pay daily? — A, No. The Peons go a))out them, and the 
payments are made about the end of the month, and there arc arrears, as 1 have 
mentioned. 

Q. 11. Kumulakant Gangooly has stated that the Shopkeepers pay the Tax 
daily. What do you say to this ? — A. He is wrong. They do not pay daily. (Tho 
witness is desired to produce lus Beiigallee Cash Books.) ^ 


No. 14. 

31 .v/ A/iffnsfy 1636. 

IIAMJOY MOOKERJEE, examined. 
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No 14. 

Rnngoy Mookerjcci 
3Ut Att^pust^ 1836, 

Abkarce. 


Q. 12. Do the Shopkeepers give any security for securing the payment of 
the I'ax ? — A. They used to do so before, but not now. 

Q. 13. Why is it discontinued? — A, I do not know. 

Q.*14. Wliat floating cash balance have you generally on hand? — A. The 
money does not come in at the beginning of the month. The sum accumulates 
about the end of the month, and is remitted to the General Treasury, by the middle 
of the following mouth. 

Q. 1.^. Where does the money remain in the mean time ? — A In the Police 
Oflice, in an iron chest. 

Q. 16, Under your custody ?— 4. Under ray lock and key. 

Q. 17. How are the .‘Shopkeepers’ accounts adjusted ? — A. The accounts are 
kept in the English Oflice. 1 only keep aii account of the money paid to me. 

Q. 1 Do you ever lose money by non-payment of Shopkeepers. — A. We do. 

Q. 19. What may be the amount of loss sustained by non-payment ? — A. I 
cannot say ; the accounts are kept in the English Office — my business is to account 
for the money I receive. 

Q. 20. Have you given any security ? — A. I have g^ven security to tl>c amount 
of Twenty Tliousand llupeos. I am the general Cash-keeper of the Police. 

Q. 21. What salary do you get ? — A. One hundred llupees per month, sixty 
Rupees from the General Department; and forty Rupees from the Abkaree De- 
partment 

Q. 22. How many people are employed under you ? — A. I have three 
Mohurers and one Podar in the License Department, and a similar establishment 
in the General Department ; besides these I am obliged to employ some Sirkars of 
my own, not paid by the Police. 

Q. 23. Do you know any thing how the collection is made ? — A I know 
nothing about the collection. Mr. Andrew always sends to the Shopkeepers. 
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No. 15. 

nth September^ 1636. 

RAMJOY MOOKEllJEE, further examined. 


Nu 16. 

Ranijov Moiik<*rjce, 
l7lh*Sept. 

AbkartfR. 


Q, 1. It appears by the copy of the quarterly account of the Abkarce Tax 
closed on tibe 1st May 1836, that the sum of Sicca Rupees )2,375-t2, remitted to the 
General Treasury on the 1 Hth of that month, is charged to the debit of that account. 
What explanation can you give about this irregularity ? (ac(‘.oiint shewn) — A, I do 
not know any thing al)out the accounts, I give a statement of the receipts to the 
Clerk of the English Office daily, and he makes up the accounts. 


Q. 2. But how comes it that the money which was not out of your hands 
until the 18th of the month of May, has been charged here (account shewn) at debit 
on tl)c preceding month ? — A, I cannot say any thing about how the debit you men- 
tion is in the account. 


Q. 3. By whose order do you pay the money into the General Treasury ? — 
A. By order of Mr. Blaquiere, he writes a letter to the Sub- Vrea«»urer, and with 
that 1 scud the money, and obtaining a receipt for the amount, shew it to Mr. 
Blaquiere. 

Q. 4. Do you report the djiily receipts to Mr. Blaquiere ? — A. I, or one of 
my Mohurers report the daily receipts to the Clerk of the English Office. Besides, 
when the Tax-payers conic to pay, they, in the first instance, as well as after payment 
of the amount to me, inform him of it. Tliis is the book I keep (delivers a few loose 
sheets of pajier, purporting to be the cash account for August 1836.) 

Q. 5. Do you keep no other book hut this ? How could you ascertain from 
this book the exact cash balance in the chest ? for instance, by the English account 
rendered, it would appear that, on the 30th April 1836, there should be a cash balance 
in the chest of Sicca Rupees 18,077-10-7. Produce your Bengalee Book, showing such 
a balance l'~A, 'rhe English Office Clerk strikes the balance of the Cash Book at 
the end of each month, and tells me the amount, which, corresponding with the 
memorandum 1 make upon a scraji of paper, my memorandum is thrown aside, 
and not taken care o£ 


Q. 0. This will never do. Suppose the English Office Clerk choose to tell 
you, that the balance was more than the actual amount of cash in tho chest, how 
could you check it ? — A, I compare it with the memorandum 1 have mentioned. 

Q. 7. Ih-oduce your memorandum of cash balance for April 18*36. You 
surely could not have destroyed it ? — A, I will try to find it out 

Q. 8. The balance of cash on the 30th April 1836 being Sicca Rupees 18,077- 
10-7, how comes it that a particular sum of Sicca Rupees^ 12,375-2 was remitted 
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No. 15 . to the General Treasury on the I8th May, instead of a round sum of 17 or 
Kamjoy Muokrrjec, 18,000 Rupees? — A. 1 have disbursed 3,700 or 4,000 Rupees for repairs of the 
l7ih Sept. isao. Distillery. 1 hold vouchers from Mr. Blaquierc for the .sum, but it is not passed to 

Abkarce. account. A sum of Jiboul 1200 or 1400 Rupees is retained on hand to meet the 

claims for drawback on Gin and Brandy, and the balance remitted to the General 
Treasury. 

Q. 9. 'I’o whom does the Kooliah Distillery belong? — A. To Mr. Blaquiere. 

Q. 10. I low comes the Government money to be paid for its repairs? — 
A. Perhaps it belongs to the Government, I do not know — 1 merely take care of the 
cash. 


Q. 11. Do you know the number of Arrack and Rum Shops, or any other 
particulars about the Abkaree Tax? — A. No. I know nothing about it. 
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No. 16. 

17tli September, 1836. 

Kamulahant Gangooly^ further cxamiimh 

Q. Do you make up these accounts? (the Quarterly Absti’iict Cash Account 
for February, March and April 1836 shewn.) — A, Yes. 

Q. Do you sec that the sum of Sicca Rupees 12,375-2, part of collections for 
April, is remitted to tho (Jeneral Treasury on the 18th of May, and so in former 
months, the collections for February remitted on the I6th of March, and tho collec- 
tions for March remitted on tho 19th of April, consequently there should be always 
a cash balance of from 17,000 to 20,000 Rupees on hand ?— Yes, there is 
alw'ays the balance you mention on hand. 

(J. Where is the money kept ? — A. Tlicre is a Cash (^host in tho Police Office 
under a guard ; but whether the amount of balance is kept therein or not, I 
cannot say. 

Q. Do you keep an English Cash Book? — A. I keep an English Cash Book 
and a Register Book of daily receipts. 

Q. Produce these Books on next Wednesday with Mr. Blaciuicre's permis- 
sion? — A. I will do so. 

Q. To whom do the buildings of the Kooliali Distillery belong i — A. There 
is no pucka building. The thatched houses belong to Mr. Blaquiere. 

Q. To whom does the ground belong ? — A, To the Zemindars. 

Q. Who pays the rmtl—A. The Arrack Distillers. 

Q. ITie Distillery does not belong to Government? — //. No. 


No. IG. 

Kuniuliikant 
Gaugouly, 17iU Sept. 
1836 . 

Abkarec. 
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No 17. 

JugoiouhiiD Qohp, 
Ktl> S(i?|»t«inU;r, 1936. 

Abkarcc, 


Q. 2. How long have you held the situation? — A. Permanently for five or 
six years. 

Q. 0. lo whimi doe? the Distillery belong ? — /L To the Spirit Venders ; we 
are employed to guard on the part of the Government. 

Q. 4. At whoso expense were the Distillery houses built ? — A. At the expense 
of the Spirit Venders. The fence round the Distillery and the Guard House, are built 
at the expense of Govc?rnnient 

Q. 5. When was the Distillery last repaired ? — A. It was repaired about two 
years ago . at present it is in a very decayed state. 

Q. 6. From what stuff is the Arrack distilled ? — A. From Jagree, Rice and 
a kind of drug. 

Q. 7. Not from Taudy?— -4. No. 

Q. 8. What cjuantity of Arrack is allowed to be taken away daily, by each 
Licensed Vendor ? — A. Twelve gallons. 

Q. 9. Do they make more than that quantity? — A. Tliey generally make 
twelve gallons a day each, if any of them makes more one day, he makes so much 
less the next day. 

Q. 10. .How do you ascertmn that they do not make more than the quantity 
you have mentioned ? — A, There are iiots measured and sealed by the Police, each 
to contain six gallons, and no more, and no shop is allowed to distil more than 
two pots a day. 

Q. 11. What is your salary? — A. Eight Rupees per monib. 

Q. 12. If the Verniers distilled a larger quantity than they are permitted, can 
they carry it away ? — A. No, there is a Jumadar and two peons stationed at the 
Distillery and I always attend there during the day time. 'J'hoy arc not allowed to 
take away more than the quantity permitted. 

Q. 13. Have the distillers separate pots of tlieirown to distil the Arrack in? — 
A* They have separate pots ; but as soon as the Arrack is ready it is poured into the 
pots sent from the Police. 


No. 17. 

17th September, 1836. 

J}tgQimhun Bose, rraminetL 

Q. 1. IVho are you? — A. I am the Kooliah Distillery Sircar. 
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Q. 14. In what manner do the Venders take away the Arrack from the Dis- l 7 , 

tillery ? — A. On the first day of every month, each of them presents to me a pass iw 

from the Police. Wlieii they take away the Arrack, 1 make an entry of it on that September, km. 

pass. The pass then accompanies tlie Arrac.k on its transit and is presented at the Abkarue. 

Boitakhana Tliana, from whence only the Arrack is permitted to enter the City, 
llie Sirkar stationed at the Boitakhana lliuna takes the pass, and permits the 
transit of the Arrack into the City. He then forvraids tin? pass to the l^lice 
Office, where it is daily countersigned by Mr. Andrew opposite my entry. (Two 
passes produced.) 

Q. 15. It would appear by one of the passes you have dedivered, that the 
Venders do not always carry away Arrack dally from the Distillery. If one does 
not take it away one day, is he permitted to take away double cpiantity the next 
day ? — A. No. If he leaves it behind any day he cannot take away more than the 
usual (piantity of twelve gallons the next, or any other day. 

Q. Id. And docs he pay tlic full Tax notwithstanding ? — A, Ves; some of the 
Welders arc making rcmuiiatrances about itj but X do not know whether they are to 
liave any allowance. 

Q. 17. Can you slate the cause of short exportation of Arrack from the 
Distillery ? — A. 'lliere are Arrack Shops opened in the Suburbs ja.st on the border 
of the Town, which pay a Tax of only from two to three Uupees each per day, 

<*.onsec|uently can cafford to soil cheaper ; the consumption therefore in the Shops 
within the 1 own is less. 

Q. 1?^. From w^hat Distillery are the Shops you have just mentioned sup^ 
plied ?--y£. From a Distillery near Alliporc. 

Q. VX Are any of the Proprietors of the Shops in Town, also Proprietors of 
the Shops In the Suburbs? — A. No, they are different people. 

Q. 20. Can the Town Shops be supplied from the Shops in tlic Suburbs, by 
passing the Arrack through any of the bye paths? — A. No; they cannot, there are 
Patroles going round, and the Shopkeepers in Town cannot bring in Arrack 
clandestinely. 

Q. 21. Have any of the Shopkeepers in the Suburbs interest in the Town 
Shops? — A. No. One of the Soories who had a share in one of the Shops in the 
Suburbs, having quarrelled with his partner, has como to Town, and established a 
Shop by himself, since the beginning of this month. 

Q. 22. Can you say whnt quantity of Spirit the Shopkeepers in the Suburbs 
are permitted to sell daily ? — A, I cannot say. 
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No. 18. No. 18. 

Khajah Alimed and 

llusAcnally^ 

I7tb September, 1836. Tlic 17tn September, 103G. 

Abkaree. 

Khajah Ahmed and HmUnally^ VA iimiimh 

Q. lo ^Vhatareyou? — A. We are Police Peoiici, stationed at. the Kooliali 
Distillery. 

Q. 2. How many men arc stationed at the Kooliah Distillery on the part of 
the Police ? — A. Two Peons and a Jumadar. 

Q. .‘3. Arc you permanently stationed at the Kooliah Distillery ? — A. No ; a 
change takes place cvei 7 week. Wc are sometimes stationed at the Distillery, Some- 
times at the Rada Bazar Rum Shops, and sometimes at the Police Office. 

Q. 4. Upon what duty arc yon stationed at the Distillery ? — An To prevent 
the Venders carrying away more tJian I'welve (jallons daily cacli, to prevent 
strangers roming into the Distillery, and to prevent fracas and disturbance therein. 

Q. 5. Is any part of the Arrack made in the Kooliah Distillery, sold or drunk 
there ? — An No. It is prohibited, and the guard is stationed to see the rule strictly 
followed. 

Q. C. Have you ever been stationed at Sookchur ? — A. No. 

Q, 7. Is the Rum brought into the Venders* Shops under pass ? — An Yes ; 
the Rum is brought into the »Shops accompanie<l by a pa-sS, and we are to see that 
none is brought in without being accompanied by a pass. 

Q. Whereabouts do you watch at Rada Bazar? — A. We go about patroling 
on the Street — sometimes we enter the Shops. 

Q. 9. Have you authority to search the i>crsoTi3 coming into the Rnm Shops ? 
— A. We have; no person is allowed to take in Rum to the Shops, without pro- 
ducing a pass to us. 

Q. 10. Is there a pass produced when Rum is carried out of the Shops ? — An 
^Vhen it is exported by Sea, or to up the Country, we require and (‘xamine the pass 
also. 

Q. 11. How late are the Spirit Shops allowed to be kept open? — A. Tlio 
Shops are allowed to be kept open till the evening gun, and wc are to see that they 
arc not kepi open later. We also prevent fracas and disturbances in the Shops during 
Ihc evening. 

t 

Q. 12. Do you allow any Arrack or Rum to be carried away from one Shop 
into another?— -.4. No. 
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No. )9. 


24th September, 183G. 
Hamjoy Moukcrjce^ further examined* 


No. 10. 

Hamjoy Mo<jk«Tjcr, 
24th Sepl<*tnber 1930^ 

Abkarce« 


Q. 1. Have you brought the account you were requlrcMl to produce? A* No; 

I have not that account with me ; I have not been able to find It, 


No. QO. 

24th September, I83rt. 
l^oLinchiindcr Chatierjee^ examined. 


No. 20. 

Noiiiut'liuncJer Chat* 
‘24lh .Srpt. 1830. 

Abkarcc, 


Q. 1. What are you? — /I. 1 am a Mohurur in the Abkarce Department. 

Q. 2. How often is the Ahkaree Tax paid by the Licensed Venders?— 
The money is generally paid daily, sometimes at intervals of two or three days. 

Q. Who grants the receipts? — A* Mr. Andrew. 

Q, 4. In Engli.sh? — A. Yes. 

Q. 5. When the money is paid, where is it deposited ? — A. The Cash-keeper 
puts it in the Cash Chest, 

Q. (>. And how' is it brought to account ? — A* As soon as thci amount is paid, 
I enter the fame in a daily Cash Book, written in the Bengalee language, (like the 
one delivered by the Cash-keeper) 1 then go up 'to the English Office, and report the 
receipt of the sum, which is then entered in the English Cash Book. 

Q. 7. Do you ever compare the Bengallce Cash Book, with the English Cas 
Book ? — A* Yes, daily. 

Q. 8. Arc the Cash Receipts for the month, examined with the License Book ? 
— A. Yes, I and the Writer, examine the same. 

Q. 9. Is the Tax paid by instalments, or one payment 1—A. By instalments ; 
generally the w'hole demand is liquidated within the month. Sometimes a balance 
jeniains uiiadju.stctl, which is paid up at the beginning of the next month, but we 
notwithstanding, enter the whole amount in the month to w^ich it belongs.. 
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No. 20. 

Nobinfhunder CbAt- 
icrjeej 24(ti Se^it.l^StO. 

Abkarce. 


No. 21. 

Kumulakauiit 
Ganguly, ‘24tli Sept. 
I8:i0. 

Abkarcc. 


No. 22. 

WiUiam Coalrs 
Blaquire, Esq. 
12th Nuv. 183C. 

Abkarcc. 


Q. 10. l>o j'Oii examine tho Quarterly Statements made up in the English 
Office, for transmission to the Accountant GeneraFs Officer' — Yea. 

Q. 11. Look at the account (tBe Quarterly Account for February, March and 
April 18;36, shewn.) Tliere is stated to be a balance of Cash on hand, ou the 01st 
January* 18;1G, of Sicca Rupees 5,235-14-0, was that amount in the Ctish Chest ou 
tiiat day ? — A. No; of this balance Sicca Rupees 1839-^-4 are expended for repairs, 
&c. of the Kooliah Factory, and 700 more in paymoni^of honsc rent, on account 
licensed European Distillery. 


No. 21. 

24th September, 1830. 

KumulaJiaunt Oanyvlj, further examiunL 

Q. 1. Have you brought the English Cash Rook? /t Yes. (Rroduces the 

Monthly Cash 13t)ok, ma<lo up to the 3Utli Aj>ril 1836, con*cspondiug witli the Statc^ 
ment delivered by Mr. Rlaquiere.) 

Q. 2. How do you make up this Rook ? — //. At the expiration of the month, 
the Cash-keeper translates his Bengallee Cash Rook to me, and 1 write it up in 
English. 


No. 22. 

12th November, 1836. 

William Coates Jttaquicrcy examined. 

Q. 1. You have the entire charge of the Abkaree Department of the Town of 
Calcutta? — A. Yes, since 1808. 

Q. 2. Tlic principal item of the Abkaree 1 ax, appears to bo derived from the 
Bengal Arrack Shops ? — A. Yos. 

Q. 3. In the Accounts of 1835-36, there appears some discrepancies. For 
instance, for tlie 53 Bengal Arrack Shops paying at the rate of 6 Sicca Rupees per 
day, you have credited Sicca Rupees 107,038-8, whereas, 1;^ calculation, the unount 
ahouki be Rupees 1,16,070, for the year. There arc deficits also in the credits for 
the Gunja and Taury Shojis, Punch Houses aqd Wholesale Licenses, whiles on the 
other hand, a sum of 695 Rupees is over credited on account Rum Shops. Will you 
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explain this? — A. The collection of tJic Taxis irregular. Tiic whole amount of 
the monthly demand ie not adjusted within the month, so that a balance generally 
remains outstanding for future recovery. Bbsidcs whicli, the whole number of 
Shops stated, have not been open for the w^le year, but several for less than 
twelve months. The amount given is tlie conrect amount realized witliiu the 
year. 


No. 

WiUiain C«>a(e« 
Bla<iuire, £m|. 
12lU Nov. ISUO. 

Abkurec. 


Q. 4. Then yo«r Acc-eunfia shmdd shew, in different columns, the balance in 
arrear — the demand for the y^r — the amount realized during the y«>ar — charges on 
the collection — and the balance tmtstandiiig at the end of the year — your demands 
being upon few, such an account could easily be kc])t in your Department ? — A. I 
have never kept my Accounts iu that way before, but I will make up a Statement as 
suggested. 


Q. 5. To whom does the Kooliah Distillery belong ? — A. To a Native. 

Q. (5. What is his name ? — A* I do not know'. 

Q. 7. Who pays the. rent? — A. Tlic Soorjc.s (A.rra(;k Distillers.) 

Q. 8- To whom do the buildings belong ? — A, To the Soories, but the fence 
or cuclosurc was ereebid, and is kept in repair at the Government expense. 


' Q. 9. ''riic Distillers are permitted to take away from die Distillery twelve 
gallons uf Arrack per day cacli, what arc the checks against their canying away a 
larger cpiantity? — A. They carry away the AiTack under passes from me. The 
Tolico has a general surveillance over them, and the Sirkar and Peons stationed 
at the Distillery, see that they do not distil more Uian twelve gallons a day each. 

Q, 10. How many Sirkars and Peons are stationed at the Distillery? — A, 
One Sirkar and two Peons. 


Q. 11. Any European Superintendent? — A, No, not a constant one. Mr. 
Andrew occasionally looks after them ; but it rests with the Sirkar and Peons to 
check the Distilling, and exportation. The pass for the month is signed by me, in 
the beginning of the month, and it is countersigned daily by Mr. Andrew. On its 
being produced to the Sirkar at the Distillery, by the Shopkeeper, he allow's him to 
take away two pots of six gallons each in a Banghy. The Banghy enters the 
Town by the Koad of Boituckhana '^rhana, where another Sirkar is stationed, who, 
after examining the pass, allow^s the Arrack to be carried to the Shop. Patrol iiig 
Peons go about, and see that no irregularity is committed, and that the Arrack is 
not carried away from one Shop to another. 

Q. 12. Is it al>solutely necessary that in coining to Town, the Banghy must 
pass by the Boituckhana 'lliana. Can it not pass by clrcuituous byo-wa}^? — A, No. 
'Phe Police Boundary Guard would prevent the transit to Town from any other 
bye-ways. 



No. 22. 

William Coatos 
lilacquirr*, K.si|. 
12th Nuv. 

Abkaree. 
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Q. 13. IIow many men are employed in the Boundary Guards ? — yi. About 
five liundrctL 

Q. 14. Is the retail sale of Bengal Arrack, limited to twelve gallons daily to each 
Shop ? — /L No, tlicy are allowed to sell more on payment of a proportionate additional 
Tax. If there was a larger dfuly consumption than twelve gallons, the Shopkeepers 
would apply for additional passes, and I would grant the same to them on payment of 
a proportionate excess Tax ; but there is no vend for an additional quantity, the large 
iini)ortation of Brandy and other European Spirits of late ycarj having injured the 
vend of Bengal Arrack. 

Q. lii. What is the f*ause of falling oflT of the Abkaree Tax since 
In 18’J()-*2l the amount was Ilupees t2,40,y(>Oj iu 18'28-‘2f), 2,42,555, and in 
1835-3(5, Rupees 1,85,081? — A. The deficit is chiefly on the Bengal Arrack, the 
cton.snmption of which is checked by the large importation of EuropcMii Spirits, and 
the cheap rate at which they are sold, and the catablishmont of numerous Arrack 
Shops all round the boundary of the Town in thcj Suburbs, by the Collector, on 
lower tends than tho-'^c under my control, and less restraint. 

Q. 1(5. In your return you have stated the number of Punch Houses to ho 
twelve. They used tc ]» ly a Tax of Five Sicca Rupees per day, it is stated to have 
been reduced to One Rupee since May 1835, wdiat is the cause of the reduclion?— 
A. The (.‘hief Magistrate recommended the reduction in communication with (he 
Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, which I disapproved of. llic cause assigned 
was, that by reducing tlic Tax, men of respectability would come forward and estab- 
lish Punch Houses of a better order, which was at variance with my opinion. 

Q. 17. For the Tax levied, are the Punch Houses at ]U)crty to sell any quan- 
tity of Spirits? — A, \’os; they are at liberty to consume in any quantity, — the Spirits 
which the]{ consume, having already paid a duty of three annas per gallon, on impor- 
tation by sea. This duty upoji European Spirits imported by sea, was levied at tny 
suggestion, as aPoruie retail duty, in September 1802, exclusive of the regular Cus- 
tom House duty, and levied on the Wharf by mo on imporlation, which improved 
the revenue considerably, in as much as tlio retailing Tax was collected upon tho 
whole as imported, instead of being levied upon it as gradually sold by retail. 

Q. 18. Wliat are the Beer Shops? — A. They retail Spruce Beer and Country 
Beer, pay a Tax at the rate of five Rupees per month. There are eight Shops of 
tliis description licensed at present, — they cannot be considered permanent, — a Shop 
is opened one month, and shut again the next. Finding them receptacles of disorderly 
persons, I licenced them to keep them iu order. 

Q. 19. Have you any suggestions to make for the improvement of the Abka- 
-/l. No ; none except it be the abolition of the Arrack Shops on the boun- 
dary in the Suburbs, or the placing them on exactly the same footing as those in tho 
Town. On the contrary I contemplate a diminution, the' venders being no longer 
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able to i>ay sik'Tlnpees p'eif day, which falla very heavy upon the Arrack Shopa, since 
the consumption of Bengal Arrack has decreased. 

Q. 20. ’ th the Attack' and Rum Shopkeepem, give any security for the due pay- 
ment of thd Tax?— Thay lisetl to give security before, which however consi- 
dered futile, as one Shopkeeper used to be the security for the other. Tlicy are 
however men of substance, and there is no fear of any loss by tlicir non-payment. 


No. as; 

William Coattf' ^ 
Bl'aquifiv, 

I2tk Nuvewber ISSQ. 
Abkaici'. 


Q. 21. What measures do you pursue in ensos of non-pajnnent? — A. I have 
always pursued lenient measures in the collectioii, and more pardeularly since' the 
falling off of the Bengal Arrac,k Sliops, by the introduchun of European Spirits among 

tlicb onnmiimprq. 


Q. 22. What sort of people .ire the Keepers of Taury Shops? — A. They are 
not responsible petnons. I make them pay the tax in advance. On granting tho 
lieouse I take in advance one month’s tax, and continue to do so, as long as the shop 
is kept open. ■ ' 

Q. 23. Wliat sort 6f people axe the Keepers of Gunja Shops? — A.' They are 
very responsible persons — there is no fear of loosing any thing by them. 

Q. 24. Have you any thing to do with Opium Shops ? — A. We have no 
cognizance over Opium Shops. In fiiujt there are no Opium Shops. The Druggists 
sell Opium, and the Police visithtion is limited to those .Shops only where disorders 
and riots are likely to happen. People never take Opium in the Druggists Shop. 

Q. 25. In the Muffusul there is a regulation to punish persons selling 
smuggled Opiunu' Is there any regulation to this effect in Town ? — A. No. 
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No. sa 

26 th Diccember 1836 . 

, WILLIAM COATES BLAQUIERE, fiirfher ezammd. 

Q. 1. llamjoy Mookcijcc, the Cash-kce^tcr of the Abkaree Department, 1^ 
stated that the Koolcah Distillory belongs to you, and that a sum of about 3700 or 
4000 Rs., from the Abkaree collections, has been hud out for its repairs, wluch is 
. never passed to account On questioning him how the Government money was Itdd 
out for the repairs of property belonging to you, lie stated that perhaps the Distillery 
belongs to the Government, will you explain this ? — A. As to Ramjoy Mookeijee’s 
saying that the Distillery belongs to me, be no doubt alludes to me aa Magistrate or 
Collector of the Abkaree Tax. I have uo private property in that IXstillery. The 
ground belongs to a Native named Radbakissen Set, the Houses to the Arrack Shop> 
keepers, whose Arrack is distilled there, who pay a ground rent to the said Set ; 
the fence by which the whole is surrounded belongs to Government. The sum laid 
out for repairs, is for repairs of the said fence alone, whidi being erected at the 
Govcmra^it expense, is the Government property, and consequently is kept up at 
the Government expense ; but the amount is mis*stated, being only Sa. Rs. 103{)-5>4. 
Ramjoy Mookerjoo must have mentioned the sum at random witliout recollection. 
This charge for repairs is for tiie last 10 years, the bills have nut yet been audited, 
as soon as they ore, I shall charge the amount to the debit of the Goverument 

Q. 2. For what reason liavc these Bills remained unaudited for so long a 
period ? — A They have certainly been allowed to stand over long ; but Government 
have only ordered the aucht of accounts lately. 

Q. 3. Then it would appear, that the Balances stated to be due to Govern- 
ment in the Statements furnished by you, are false balances ? — A. Certainly not, 
as 1 am bound to accoAint to Government for the Balance stated — which is correct. 

I now give in Monthly Statements, shewing the efficient, and inefficient balance. 

Q. 4. Will you be so good as to send the Committee, copies of your Accounts 
since May last ? — A. Yes, 1 will do so, after they have been sanctioned by Govern- 
ment. 

Q. 5. You stated formerly, that only 12 Gdlons of Arrack is allowed to be ' 
taken out daily from the Dislfilcry,'by each Licensed Vender, but if iuiy of them 
choose to take out more,'‘what dicck is there to prevent it ? — A, As 1 have b^re 
observed, the Arrack ia only altowed; to quit the Distillery under my Pass. The 
Sirkar and Police people at tbelXstillery, see that the ekportation is etidctly confine ' 
ed to the quantity allowed by the Pass. I'he Pass is ma^ out at the Pqto.^LOfRce^ . 
and sent signbd, by me, filr the DistBlery ‘Sirkar^ Juggomeban Bosi^ by bne.'Of dm 
License Deportmmit Peons, and the Domestic of the^ Vender, upon iappBeiitioB,:is 
allowed to take away the quantity Actioned, that is, two' pots of 6 .^tiybib,,eacb. ■ 
Juggomohun signs his name upon the Pass, in authentication of tbe exportation 


WIlUam Coatm' 
BUqoiere, EiMi. 
90th Pecffiiibcr, 

A]itkarce. 





(a Pass shewn) insertiiig alscs Uiat twel'To galton ^ Attack hag pawled m Ae 
Distillery. A Baaghy with the Arrack, acoorapaatiddhy th^ Pass, proee^ to Oo 
Town, and (« readdng the Bdit^khana .Tlu««,< i% petg $t6 deported, and the 1 >m 
produced to the AlduureeBirkarstatbned there XTakowdeseCiha^ee), whoi^ll^ 
seeing Juggonohua’s mgnatwo oh ihe Peas, sad hxtaiitiiiig HM eeaia on % pots,', 
allows liie Bangby to jwoceed on into the To«o> putting hia signalora on the Pass* 


winiiiiii ' 

tdffcr 

AbklM* 



Q. d. Where U the Bidttdtbha Thana stationed 7—J. On theCSMilar Bea4 
at the wid of the LoU Bazar Road, leading to Ballyaghat and the KooleahDistillety. 

Q 7* Suppose the party ohooso to take (Aei Anaek to » Shop in theSnhurbs, 
what check is there agiunst it it^JL It wonld he posinble for him to do so ; but toe 
Banghees generally leave toe 'iHstiUery in a body, scenmpaiucd two Distillery 
Peons, who see them to the Uipit of tliu BoitokhW lluma* * 


Q. 8k Aie siinikr cheeks used in respect to the pastiivi of Rum to toe Town?# 
—^yl. No, sot exactly mmilar. All Rum pays a tUtt head duty of she Annas per 
gallon, previous to its removal from the Runt DistiUeiy, which is at Sookdiur, 
totally distinct irom the 'Aiiack DistiUeiy, which in at Kooleah. Th(0^ipiantity » 
permitted tq be sold, at each Stiop monthly (vna'dSQ gsUhns) is^htoughll* from the 
Sookchur IKstUleiy, under a Pa8s>, bearing ray t^patur^ to the Police Offices wjheu, 
after being guaged, it is allowed to pass to toe 8ihopa This Six Annis toj^y per 
gallon, is a still head duty levied by me as a Maj^trate of the Sd-Perguimabs, under 
1 Mofiissil Government Regulation, and has no connection whatsoever with too 
duty pud for retatlnig Rpm in toeTowh» wfakdi is d per diefi» uir HHbSpmmoiMlb 

Q. 9. On whatautoority werethe Taury audGonjafrShopii JAceMcdht 1803? 
->*4. There was no legm antiiprity to license these ^ps, idther under Act of 
Paitiameatior Governatimt Reg«dutipn.i The licenring of toess, was suggested by 
me in the year 18(^ and sahetiened by Govmoment, they also come wder tim 

provisions oi toe 34to Geffitgp toeThi^ Oap. CY. 

. ' 


Q. 10. Why axe not tod cetini European Spirit Shope taxed at the same rate 
m the Them are no Sltops for toe retril of European 

Sk^0l«ts Eramppan Spirito Beldojo sell leas than doaiens. 

* -i 

0.11. The PpwiH Booses sell a legs quantity. Was toe tax on them reduced 

iu«lec.tIujdmctioh ^ (So^mmat "i—d. Yes. 

I. ' V ^ ^ 

Q. IfL What il toe rate of tax levied on the Bengal Attaito Shops in the Su- 
Thity arp tai^ at tile same* nttoaa those in the Town, viz. Eight Annas 
[MWgslhtoyhokWtolBtoRtoited to 12 i^tiRotiepertoetty as too Shops in too Town, and 
tro at Iffibmty h> td|lM< Oot XiOeiium fortoi much, or as little, as i^y may find conve* 
ticnti and m» chtO^ and reatrictions,^ those in the Town, aa 

A.toohOi|da Hanicte!lail^ pay only three Rupeea per 

lay eatos aadihe dadytjjwwj;^ liiidted to rix gidlmu, an indolgaice which I have 
dilqssdtelwdf to obtjhto nJlAi^idfin tiw Remoe. 
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William Toaiet 
iDlii<|uim*, Kiw|. 
SOib Lcccmlx-'r, 1B30 

’At)karee. 


Q. 13. Can you furniHh us with a Btatemcnt of the number of Arrack Shops 
in the Suburbsi with the cjuantity consumed daily, and upon which the tax is levied ? 
— A* Yes, I will endeavour to do so- 

Q. 14. It IB stated in evidence, that the number of Taury Shops in the Town is 
88, and that of Gaujah Shops 8; but by the statements famished by you, the number 
of the forn^r appears to bo and of the latter 9, how do you reconcile this ? — A. 
All the above mentioned Taury and Gaujah Shops were not open the whole of the 
year, but 62 of the former and 9 of the latter, were licensed at some one time or 
other during the year. 

Q. Id. What objection have you to grant a License, during good behaviour, 
to every person, desirous of selling in any quantity, for which they can find a sale, 
and manufactured in any {mrt of the Town or the Suburbs they please ? — A. None, 
provided the Arrack comes to Uic Town, having paid the present rate of duty ; but 
permitting the sale of an unlimited quantity on payment of a certain fixed tax upon 
the Shop, would have this effect : A person who now keeps four Shops would then 
kecj) only one, where he would sell as much, as he now does in the four, or even 
more, llro manufacture of Spirits is strictly pruhihlted in the Town. 

Q. 10. Would not there be competition in that ease i’ — A. No, not much. 
There might be some — my opinion is decidedly against the changu, as I attribute 
the great increase in tlio Abkaree llevcnuc under my coutroul, to the restriction to 
quantity per Shop, which was before unlimited, as now suggested. Gin and Brandy 
now pay nine annas per gallon on importation, to the Collector of Government 
Customs, and nodiing.to me, as heretofore, under the denomination of retail duty, 
which was three annas per gallon, and has been blended with the Custom IIouso 
duty. 

Q. 17. You stated fo^erly, that Bengal Arrack Shops ore permitted to sell 
a furUier quantity, beyond the Umited twelve gallons on payment of a proportionate 
excess of tax ; in point of .fact, how much has, at any tun(^ been collected for extra 
quantities ? — A, 1 will furnish a statement thereof. 

Q. 18. With reference to the Quarterly Cash Statements, furnished by you, it 
would appear, that the collection of the month is not remitted to the General 
IVcasuiy, until about the middle of the following monA, when by the collections of 
that month, the cash balance would further accumulate, consequently, there would 
always be a large cash balance in'your hands, as you will see by this statement 

(slicvni), this has been confirmed by the evidence of Kumlakantu Gangooly ! not 

this the case ? — A. It has been the case latterly, but the remittance to tho Tre^uiy 
is now made as formerly on the first of the ensuing month, 6r as soon after os 
possible, llie cash is always kept in the hands of the Cash>keeper Ramjoy 
Mookerjee, and not in mine. . • 

Q. 19. Considering the limited extent of accounts to be kept, might not ..tha 
Establishment now employed be materially reduced ?— No, certainly not. 
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No. 24, 

I). M( r;\rl.\n, 

2ftU U('<;nul><T| \biO, 

27 th Dccemhcr, l8Ji6. ^ 

D. MrFAllLANf, Ksqr. further exnmiueil, 

Q, 1. Mr. Blaquiere has staled that the tax levied on Puneh Houses, or 
Houses for the reception of Kuropean Sailors, whieh w.os fortnerly five Rupees per 
duun, id reduced to one Rupee, by your suggestion, since May What was 

the ground of your s\iggestiou for the reduction?--^! I have proof enougli 
that the people who kept Punch Houses in the 'fowii, were exceedingly low 
and disrespectable, a ]>rincip;d cause of it was, as 1, .and some other Magis- 
trates iiincietl, to be found in the very heavy tax of five Rupees per day 
miposcd upon them. It appeared that they could never raise themselves under 
surh a heavy impost, to ])ecuniary iudependtince 8uito<t to tlicir state in life, the 
rediiclioii of the duty would h?ail, as I hoped, to make it worth the while of toh'rably 
respectable men kei'ping Houses .ail the year round. Anothm- Irid cfleet (tf the heavy 
♦•barge was, that Houses wore shut up altogetluir and Seamen were driven to other 
means of housing themselves, these means may be guessed at, they were far more 
ineoiivenieut for tlie elKeiem y of tlie Police. J add the corrcdpomlenee that passe<l 
with (ioNerntneiil on the subieet~-(l<'tter from the Chief Magistr.ite to Mr. 

Macaw een, dated .oth Juiu; 18iM— letter from Mr. M.ingles to thoCliicf Magistrate, 
of 2Hth March Ditto from the Chief Magiatratc to C. M.icswecn, of 5th 

January 

Q. 2. What are the. duties of the two Ctonstables in the Conservancy 
Department ? — .</? 'I’lie primavj’ bu.-ineds of one (.Statham) is to atte\)d at, .and to 
certify the daily muster of C<n)lies and Hackeries, besides wbiei« he has charge of 
the Plain and its Uoad.s. 'I'he other (Cl.nke) i- the Overseer of the whole of the 
.Stnind-bank, fioiu Cooly Iki/.ar to Ilautkliola. Ho has also the Conservancy 
charges of Clive Street, Dunnaliattiq and the Streets westward of tlnun. 

Q. a The Establishment of the Puhlie. 'Panka, Sicca lliijtees two hundred 
and thirty-eight, five annas per month, in the item No. 20 of the Abstract Dirhurse- 
ment.s appears large, will yon give the pavtieidars thereol, ami sUito if it e.;in be 

retluced ? A. 1 add a list of the T.iuk EstahliBhincut, the sum formerly paul on 

this iieeount was much larger —when I took charge. I reduced i t very much, and do not 
think further reduction can be made. 

Q. 4. What arc the duties of the people employed?— /f. So prevent persons 
defiling the water of the Tanks by bathing ^wimming dogs in them ; a few Mollys are 
also employed to look fdtor the flowers. I tried to realize the anio\int of r-ost out of 
thefishcricB. The lessees howe.er failed— a small sum is only realized from tim 
grass rent, and from persons angling for plejisure. 


N 
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No. 24. 


Q. 5. IIow many Public Tanks are there ? — A. I believe twenty-two* 


D Mi'Farlan, Ilnq, 
27lh December, 1936. 


Q. 6. la not the Establishment for the Fire Engine Department (No. 25) 
large? there are two Constables, how are they employed? — -yf- The Establishment 
in my opinion is not large, the Constables remain with the Engines, are bound to 
see them kept in thorough repair, the hoses, &c. bound. On every occasion of a 
fire they must start at whatever timo it happens, the exposure and wear and tear of 
life are great. There had been five Conshiblcs who have died since 1828. I have 
sometimes wished to make the men generally useful as Constables in the rains, and 
they would be so on emergencies. 


Q. 7. How far is the Fire Engine Establishment, effective in extinguishing 
fires ? — A. Fires very seldom break out amongst I^ucka buildings. Huts being 
generally thatched, when a fire breaks out amongst them, the Engine is not ahvays 
very efFoctivc, as the fire consumes the straw-built huts, in a very short space of 
time, and the Engines in many instances arrive too late to save them. There is an 
account of the number of Fires where the Engines have attended, which will he sent 
for the Comniittcc’s inspection. 

Q. 8. Are the Engines stationed at the same stations as was rci)orted by the 
Police Committee of yf. Yes. 

Q. 9. Do you think a Bye-Law, compelling the people to roof their Huts 
with Tiles, insteail of Straw, would have the effect of doing away with the necessity 
of the Fire Engine Establishment ? — A. I have had applications made to me by 
Merchants for orders to compel people to tile their Huts. I have some doubts about 
the policy of any such law. I think one tendency of it would j)fobably be, to drive 
the poorer population out of Calcutta, most of the people living iii Huts, are notable 
to erect or hire tiled ones, and you might in that case have to increase the wages of 
Servants, a Bye-Law to the above effect, seems to have once existed, and to have 
been repealed in 17 h 1. Indeed Tiled Huts having mat wiiUs, would only be a little 
better than straw ones 

Q. 10. Do you think any reduction could be made in the Fire Engine Estab- 
lishment? — A. No. The main strength is reduced in the rains. 

Q. 11. Who superintends the Department? — A. Captmn Birch; the whole 
Police Establishment, European and Native, is available in cases of emergency and 
difficulty. 

Q. 12. If the Magistrates were charged with the. Judicial Conservancy busi- 
ness, would their labour be increased much ? — A, No, the number of cases in the 
Conservancy Department is small, and their importance light, — I subjoin a part of my 
Annual Report of 1832. 

Q. 18. 'fho charge for repmring the Roads for ld35-36 (No. 10) is stated to 
be Sicca Rupees 49,615-4-10, being Sicca Rupees 2^658-11-8 for materials, Sicca 
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Rupees 17,950-11-8 for labour, and Sicca Rupees 3005-13-6 for rollers,— can you 
give us the particulars? — Yes, I add a Statement The 6rstitcm is for Khoa. Its 
price became gradually so much reduced by the effect of competition for Contracts, 
that it was no longer possible to obtain Khoa of a first rate quality. On an enquiry 
held by me, it was found that tho Contractors were in the habit of making up, by 
short delivery, tho sum that it was clear they must lose by the rate, the stuff was 
inferior, but bad as it was, it could not be supplied at the low rate, I saw no effectual 
remedy,but demanding from the Contractor, a deposit of Government Paper as Secu- 
rity for the due fulfilment of his contract, and directing tho special attention of the 
Superintendent, to see that the check on delivery was more effective, and the quali- 
ty improved. The price has risen considerably — from 9 to 13 Rupees per hundred 
Farrahs. ^Ilie present Contractor says that the pruie is still too low. He was once 
unable to supply material. according to his contract, and I attached a portion of his 
Deposit. He is, 1 understand, engaged to supply bricks to the principal builders, 
and from the use he is able to turn the Vitrified Bricks to, he will probably be able 
to supply at the contract price ; tlie deficiencies in the Contractors delivery of Khoa 
have not been so seriously felt, in consequence of the considerable use that has been 
made of Ballast stone, by which a very excellent kind of Hoad is made for tliuse 
parts of the Town, which arc liable to great thoroughliirc. Ballast stone ex[)cnso 
is incurred for landing, breaking and carriage. I tliiuk we pay fourteen Rupees 
per one hundred Farrahs. llie plan is no^ yet so perfectly matured, I tliiuk the 
expenses of repairing the Hoads will bo much lessened. The charges for tho stone 
material, is nut half more than Khoa, and I calculate that it will last at least three 
times as long. ITie second item is for the conveyance of the materials ; tliis is also 
done by contract The bills of the Contractors of Khoa, and those of the 
Contrcicts for carriage, in some measure check one another. ITie Hollers are 
useful, but \cry expensive ; w'e have our own Hollers, and the charge is for feediug 
Horses, wages of Kalashees, purchase of Horses and Rollers, and sundry petty 
repairs to the Rollers. 


No, S4, 

D. Mt'1'arl.'iD, Em|. 
S7ib December, ISw. 


Q. 14. Wliat other checks are there for the accurate delivery of tho Khoa by 
the Contractor?— With every bUl for Khoa, the Contractor furnishes a receipt 
by the Su{)erinteudent for the quantity of Khoa charged for. This receipt is made 
up from the returns of the daily deliveries of Khoa at all the Depots, 'rhesc are 
furnished by Peons, paid by Government, over whom is placed a Native, at Rupees 42 
]>er month. The wages are however low, and it is very possible that they may 
write down, as received, a little more than is actually given. If however tho 
Superintendent looks well after the work, the amount overcharged, can never be 
considerable. The saving that would ariso from checking, such suspected malver> 
sation as I have above described, would not be sufficient to pay the large salaries 
that a better class of Inspectors would require, 'llie number of Depots for delivery 
of Khoa, is as below, viz. under tho Superintendent of Roads seven, and under the 
Executive Officer five. Tho Esta blishm ent maintained for the former is 10 Peons 
at .5 Rupees per month, and 1 Supervbor at 42 per month, and for the latter 
6 Peons at 5 Rupees per month, and 8 Mate Coolies and 1 Bricklayer, for 41-4-4 
per month, in heu of them, Mr, Sevestie employs 6 Sircars for measuring and 
reoeiviDg Khoa from all Depots. v 
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No. 24 . charge for cleansing the Town for the year 1835-<)G is stated to 

D McFaHaa Esq Sicca Rupees 66,31*‘)-4- 10. Feeding of Bullocks, &c. Sicca Rupees 

27tii December, 1636. 3467^15-10. Ghowkhaiia Establishment Siccul Rupees 904. Bullocks purchased 
166-15-9. New Carts 2,197-13, and Repairing 841-10-9. Total Sicca Rupees 
73,891-12-2, mil you give the particulars thereof? — A, I add a Statement of 
particvlars. 

Q. 16. Under whose charge are the Carts and Ghowkhana Establishment 
placed? — A. Of Overseers McCullock and Green. 

Q. 17. Whose property are the Carts and Bullocks? — A. A part is the 
Oovernincnt property, and a part is hired ; the hired Hac^kcries did not answer the 
purpose, and I got Carts built ; cost of a Cart is about 95 Rupees. I have lately 
introduced small Carts drawn by one Bullock, which are very conveuieut. The 
Horses arc employed in drawing the Water Carts, and are used in the cleansing Carts, 
during the rainy season, but this causes no great additional expense. The greatest 
expense for the purchase of a Horse, is about twenty-five Rupees — what answer our 
puqiosc, are strong bony Horses that walk well; that they cannot trot or canter is 
of no consc(jueiu;e. 

Q. IH, Cannot the cleansing of the Town be effected by Contract? — A, 1 
have often thought of trying the plan, but have bccji deterKul by a strong appre- 
hension, that it would fail, and an unwillingness to incur the sole rcbponsibility, 
which would be serious. Any considerable increase in the filth and nastiness of the 
Town, especially if accompanied by epidemic sickness, w ould give rise to well-founded 
coinpbiints. "My apprehensions offiiiliu’e, arise from the fact, that such contracts are 
not natural in this country. The Natives who would undertake it, could not be 
trusted, and there arc no respectable Europeans qualified for it, by the pos.ses- 
sion of money and character. If a Committee of Inhabitants, such as I have 
recommended, chuso to try it in their owm Division, it miglit be done. It appears 
to me that there would always be di(Ji(*ulty in defining a breach or failure of 
coutvact. 


Q, 19. Why are the expenses of repairing the Esplanade Road (No. 43) not 
charged to the Assessment Fund ? — A, Because the 'fown has no property in the 
plain; it is not assessed; some of the inhabitants are fond of driving on the course; 
Government might very well say that those who drove should pay a toll, but they 
could nut levy an additional assessment on the poor Natives of the Northern Division 
for the pur[)ose of contributing to the pleasure of the rich, who chuse to drive on 
the Course or the Strand. 

Q. 20. The expense.^ of Lighting the Town of 1835-36 (No. 45) are Sieca 
Rupees 625JI-S-1, will you state the number of lights and the names of the places 
lighted ? — A, 7'his expen.se is reduced from 9000 to 6000 Rupees. I add a recent 
eoiTcspondcnce with Govcninunit on the subject. 

Q. 21. The w hole of the Town is not lighted ? — A^ No. In the present state 
of the Town it is out of the question to expect the )>oorer parts to be lighted ; part of 
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Chowringhee is like a cluster of country villas, part like a'village inhabited by the no. m. 
poor, while the back of tlw northern part is occupied by gardens. Two-thirds of the « » rr » 
iown cannot be treated m the someway that it would be desirable to treat the S7tbDeerail)»r,iB3e. 
space most densely inhabited. An European system of taxation providing for 
good drainage, good lighting and watering, might be applied to the square bounded 
on the soutli by Esplanade Row and Dhurrumtollali, on the east by the Central 
Road, on the north by Mutchwa Bazar Road, and on the west by the River. 

Q. 22. The expenses of Watering for 1835-36 (No. 44) are Sicca Rupees 
24,715, being fixed Establishment Sicca Rupees 21,872, Repairing Aqueducts 
671-2-1, new Tunnel 2,272-12-2, will you mention the places watered for this 
expense ? — A. Of the total 21,872 Sicca Rupees 4,320 is for working the Steam 
Engine at Chandpaul Ghaut by contract, and Sicca Rupees 17,552 the amount 
allowed by Government for watering Roads. Of this latter amount coasiderable 
savings have accumulated, and out of this accumulated fund several w’orks of public 
utiUty have been paid fur, viz. an additional Reservoir,* an additional pair of Pumps 
for the Steam Engine, an extension of the Aqueducts down Park .Street as fiir os 
Free School .Street, Cliitporo Road as far as tho Foujdaree Balakaima, and the L. 0 II 
Bazar and Bow-Bazar Roads — what is watered out of this fund, is the Roads on the 
Plain and in front of all Government Property. 

Q. 23. The Chitporc Road is not watered out of this charge? — A. No. The 
Chitpore Road is watered firom the interest of a subscription raised by Mr. Trowor, 
chiefly in 1829, which amounted to Sicca Rupees 81,850 ; a small Tank was dug out 
of that fund which cost Sicca Rupees 11,850, and the balance is invested in 
Government Securities, yielding annual interest of about Sicca Rupees 1000 — tho 
expense of watering is Sicca Rupees per year. 

(N. 13. ExjMsnses of Watering the Chitporc Road for five seasons, viz. from 
October 1831 to June 18.36, amount to Sicca Rupees 4,91 1-4 ; a fiur average cannot 
be obtained as the quantity of Road watered was gradually extended.) 

Q. 24. Have you made any calculation what it would cost to water the whole 
Towm ? — A. '^riic same remark applies to this question as I made on the subject of 
lighting, and it is in vain to calculate the expense of watering all the lanes in the 
Town, for we cannot expect the inhabitants of these lanes would consent to defray 
the charge* The expense of watering Chit|H)re Road is 1,440, taking that as a 
mean breadth, then the expense of watering the Roads, as per margin,* would bo • statement not 
Rupees 80,000. This is necessarily a vague guess: it is however founded on low 
data, and would consume 2 percent of the Town Assessment 
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K^p. ift. No. 25. 

O. MvPariM, £m. —— 

tftih Dfectatbcr, l«M. December 28, 1836. 

DAVID McFARLAN, Esq. furtlur examined. 

Q. 1. The Magistrates* and Superintendent’s Salaries amount to Co.’b Rupees 
8)262 per mensem, do you consider that expense necessary? — A. No; I have recorded 
my opimon very extensively in that respect some time ago, a copy of my opinion is 
annexed. 

Q. 2. Has the system of the division of the Judicial duties of the Town 
under separate Magistrates, while the Executive duties are performed by the Super- 
intendent^ worked well ? — A. Very welL Hie Superintendent of the Police, upon 
its present footing, is a very necessary Office. 

Q. 3. Don’t you think that the duties of a Ma^strate may be performed also 
by the Superintendent without inconvenience,— formerly tlie Magistrate in the Report 
Department used to perform the Executive duties ? — A. It is very important to 
separate the Executive from the Judicial functions, and 1 am of opinion that the 
Office of the Superintcudeut should continue separate. 

Q. 4, There are five Magistrates, do they all attend the Police daily? — A, Yes. 

Q. 5. At what hours do they attend? — A. 1 have no record of the precise 
time of their coming to and leaving Office — in general they come at eleven and go 
about three or four — my power is no wise greater than or different iiom the Division 
Magistrates — Government have directed me to perform certain other duties, and any 
attempt on my part to obtain more extensive powers of regulating attendance or 
dictating duty would do more harm than good. When prevented by sickness or other 
urgent cause from attending, the Magistrates always obtain the assistance of some 
other Magistrate. 

Q. 6. Could you conduct the whole business of the Police with a less number 
of Magistrates with the same efficiency as at present? — A, Yes; myself and two 
other Magistrates could do all the work. 

Q. 7. And with your other duties as Member of the Military Board ?—il. 
No; in that case I should propose to take up all important cases, and to be always 
ready at the Police Office. 

Q. 6. Does not Mr. Blaquiere, besides being a Magistrate hold the 
of Interpreter of the Supreme Court and Collector and Superintendrat of the 
Abkaree Tax ?— ^. Yes. ... 

Q. 9. Mr. Robison and Mr. McMahon have no .other avocations ?— ^ Mr. 
Robison I believe has no other duty. Mr. McMahon is Controller or Euminer of 
Lottery Drawings, but that does not occupy much time. 
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Q. 10. Does not Mr. CyHanloO) besides being a Magistrate, hold an important Mo. ss. 
situation iu the Insolvent Court? — ^Yes; only I cannot say whether the situation is d, McF^u,E(q. 
important or not Ooeomber, use. 

Q. 11. What do you think would be the proper Salary for two efficient 
Magistrates to enable them to devote tlio whole of their time to the Police, and do 
you think an efficient Chief Magistrate may be chosen from tho Service at a less 
Salary than what you would expect on giving up your seat in the Military Board ? 

— A. I think Rupees One Thousand and Four Hundred, and One Thousand 
would be proper Salaries for the two Magistrates, and you might get a very proper 
person to act as Chief Magistrate for a Salary of Rupees Two Thousand per 
month. If you select him from the Service you would probably liave to give more. 

The Office should not bo filled by a young or inexperienced person. 

•(# 

Q. 12. Does Captain Birch devote the whole of his time in conducting the 
duties of the Superintendent of the Police ? — A, Yes ; including under that term 
the business of collecting the Assessment He assists also in chcckiug Salt 
smuggling for which he i^eceivea an allowance. 

Q. 13. A sum of Sicca Rupees 7,302 is charged in the Accounts of 1 835-3(1, as 
Law Charges (No. 83,) what does it consist of? — A. Of the Clerk of the Crown and 
Crier of the Supreme Courtfs Fees for the business done in Uie Criminal Sessions. 


Q. 14. In the General Department are employed (No. 16.) 


One Accountant, at Compan/a Rupees, .a 

418 

0 

0 per month. 

One Keeper of Deposits, See. 

‘292 

9 

8 

99 

One Cliinese Interpreter, 

52 

4 

0 


One Bengallee and one Persian Writer, ) 

31 


6 

99 

at 15-10-9 each / 

u 

99 

Nine Menials, 

40 

2 

9 

99 

Five Peons# 

25 

11 

9 

99 

Eleven Men and two Boats’ hire for sinking 'i 

52 

4 

0 


dead bodies, / 



Co.’8 Rs. 9P2 

5 

8 



Are all these necessary and reasonable flxpenses? — A. lliey are. Mr. Watts who gets 
Co.‘8 Rs. 418 is a very useful and efficient man— Mr. Habberley who gets 
Ca*8 Rs. 292^8 is my Clerk in the Judicial Department; he has a great deal to 
do. His work might be done for a less charge, but it would be hard to deprive him 
of Ins allowance after a service of 35 years. Tke Bengallee and Persian Writers are 
necessary,' as 1 have to carry on a great deal of correspondence with the Muffusul in 
those languages. The Menial Servants and Peons, as well as the Establishment of 
Boats for unking dead bodies, are necessary, 'fhe Chinese Interpreter might perhaps 
be dispensed with by hiring a man occasionally when required ; but the allowance was 
fixed very many years ago, and such is the rancour of Chinese hostility that there 
is UM or advantage in having some one dependent on ourselves alone to interpret. 
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No. 2». Q. 15. Could any reduction be made in tlie Establishment of the House of 

D, McFariaiHBMi*^ Correction (No. 19) amounting to Co.'8 Rupees ‘299-8 per mensem ? — No; in 
SBtb December^ IS36. addition to the Salary of the Keeper I give him thirty-five per cent of the produce 
of the Convicts’ labor. 

Q.* IG. \^Tiat is the average monthly expense of keeping a Convict in the 
House of CoiTection ? — A. About two rupees four annas each upon an average, 
including Europeans, whose keep costs four annas a day. 

Q. 17. There are ninety-six persons employed in the Town Guard, exclusive 
of five Sergeants (No. 22), are they necessary ? — A. Yes; they aro employed for the 
general purposes of the Police. 

Q. 18. 'Hie Establishment of the Magistrates’ Office, the First Division, 
amounts per month, Co.’s lls. 398 15 2 


2d Ditto, * „ 358 12 10 

3d Ditto, „ 404 6 4 

4th Ditto, * „ 487 2 6 


2d Ditto, * „ 358 12 10 

3d Ditto, „ 404 6 4 

4th Ditto, * „ 487 2 6 






1,649 

4 

10 

Can any part of tliese be reduced 

widiout 

inconveni- 





cnce? — A* Yes; materially. The First Division would ho 





efficient with one Interpreter, who 

is also 

to act as 





Clerk, Salary per mensem, 



>> 

150 

0 

0 

One V/riter, 




40 

0 

0 

One Duftory, 




8 

0 

0 

One Brahauien, 



>> 

7 

0 

0 

OncMollah, 




7 

0 

0 

Two Peons, 




10 

0 

0 





922 

0 

0 

l.l)e Second the same, 



»» 

222 

0 

0 

Mile Third the same, ••••fs 




222 

0 

0 

ITie Fourth the same, 



99 

222 

0 

0 





888 

0 

0 


Q. 19. Why did yon not propose the reduction to Government?-—^ It is 
always painful to deprive old Servants of their situations; any such reduction would 
have been exceedingly unpalatable to the Division Magistrates and would , have 
tended to obstruct the easy working of the system estabEsbed in 1880. In my 
Annual Report of 1833, 1 proposed redubtion in the Office of Conservancy Sirkar% 
that was referred by Government to the consideration of the Division Magistrates^ 
and the question has not to this day been disposed of; under the then circumstances 
it seemed to me very needless to stir unpleasant discussions from whidhlhad no 
reason to expect any beneficial results. 
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Q. 20, What is your opinion in respect to the whole of the Native force unde 
the Police, they appear to be large ? 


Thanadaree Establishment, 

Siddiwallee or Boundary Guard, 

Girdwarec, 

274 „ 

mi .. • 

Opurgustee, 


River Chowkey, 

BW ,» 

Town Guard, 

90 

Female Kattarah,.... 

fi » 


I960 


A. I think it is very desirable to have an efficient force distributed in the 
Town, and am of opinion that there should not be any reduction in the present 
strength of the Police: the strength of the boundary guai*dd is now less necessary 
since the Town duties arc abolished — but they do occasionally stop stolen goods 
passing out of the Town — on the llivcr face they are absolutely necessary. A more 
explanatory statement of the Native l^olice Force and its duties would stand thus : 

( Night Watch, 723 

tDay ditto, 444 


Thonah Establishment 


Chowkeydars 1167 


Thulpuhroos: — these arc Stationary Guards at Thaiiahs 


ready to receive all reports, J 

Boundary Guard, including Boat Cliaprashces, 354 

Town Guard Pykos and Opurgushtees, 192 


1787 

Taking the houses in the Town at 50,000 the above gives as a night watch about 
43 houses to each raaii.'*^ It is not desired that I should enter upon tlie question 
of Police duty. I may mention that the existence of a strong body of Police, 
available for all duty, is not only necessary in a place like Calcutta ; but that they 
are in fact very severely worked. 


Q. 21. With reference to question (No. 15) of yesterday, will you state under 
what checks the contractors and others, bills for cleansing the Town arc paid ? — A. 
The contractors’ bills for hackeries, coolies, &c. are checked by tlie returns of 
the inspecting overseer (Statliam) who attends at the muster of the coolies and 
hackeries every morning, and by the monthly returns of the Overseers of Divisions. 
Mr. Statham’s returns and those of the Overseers arc, in the first instance, 
compared, and ihc contractors’ bills then examined by those returns. The rates 
at which the hackeries, bullocks and coolies are supplied are fixed by me. The 
jhours of work are from six in the morning until two in the afternoon. All 
absentees are deducted from the totals mustered. The Feeding bills are chocked by 
the number of bullocks. Two seers of gram and seven seers of straw being 
allowed to each* Tbn Overseet in charge of the Gowkhana certifying that the 


So. 96. 

McFarlaiii TsUf. 
98lh DtccmbcT, 1836. 


• On tins nubjecr^ 
see a report of a Com- 
niiltrc of 

iliited 3U Nov, lS2l. 
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No. S5. 

D. MrFarian, 
98th Deccmhcry 


No. 25 A. 


■Woomachiiru Doss. 


CoHsinauth Doss. 


Surroopiliunilrr Doss* 


Fuiichaniinil Caiiner. 
jcr, 


Mudtlunmoliim Chat< 


Hurrotnohun .Sircar. 


price is the average Bazar price. For horses the Overseers are allowed Ten 
Rupees a month to cover all expenses of feeding. All the bills for cleansing the 
Town arc examined by Lieutenant Abercrombie and are countersigned by him 
previously to being passed for payment. 


No. ‘25 A. 


Statements of the Pkincipal Officers of the Police defoue two Members 

OF THE CoMMiriEE. 

JJoomachurn Doas^ WTitcr, employed in copying the correspondence of the 
Chief Magistrate with Government, has been engaged for twenty-six years, (gives 
in a statement of the particulars of his duties.) 

Coissinauth writer, has borved for thirty-two years, keeps the aceouuts 

of the l^olice OfTice, under Mr. Watts, writes the cash book, and makes abstracts, 
and enters into regular books* 

Si(rraop(:Jiuf((kr J}o$s has servctl twelve years, assists Cossinauili Doss, pre- 
pares fair copies of accounts furnished to Goveniment of disbursements in the 
judicial and assessment departments, dockets cash vouchers, enters lists of estab- 
lishment paid monthly, and does miscellaneous business as required by Mr. Watts- 

I^incha^iund Banveijce has been employed since 1830, keeps Pay books of 
conservancy j)Con8 and sircars and other servants, copies Sitting Justices* 
contingent bills and keeps accounts of the stationery, checked by Mr. Watts, also 
accounts of the C'oiijee House, 

J)vJ}.pry rules the Books of the assessment, judicial and conservancy depart- 
ments, and niakc.s pens. 

Peon carric.-; letters under Mr. Watts’ order. 

Mudfhinmohin Cliatterjee^ sick, acting for him — Umopvinmder Mojoondar^ writes 
the Bengalee cash accounts of the several departments, dockets in Bengalee 
the bills passed for payment after examination. 

Guhtchelimtder Mookerjee not forthcoming, explanation required 

llt/rmnu/hun Siracr keeps Accounts of the pay of the Thaiia Kstablishment 
and w rites the receipts of the people, each person giving a separate receipt, Mr. 
Peterson superintends the payment since 1828, 'Fhere is a man named Nubkissen, 
whose business is to make payments and receive cash from the Tvea8ury-*^gets 
lluiiees six a month. 
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Hychurn Scaly Poddar, examines the money received from the 'IVeasury, has a 
man under him, paid by Ramjoy Mookerjee rupees eight He gets rupees ten. 
llurrymohun makes the paymciits .^ — Bychuray also examines the money received in 
the Office — ho has served nine years. 

Mr, IL C, Watts is accountant, has the examination of all bills, and nees that 
there is authority or vouchers for all that is passed, as well as that the charges are 
ca^l^lated correctly. Sees to the keeping of the accounts. The daily cash is posted 
by the subordinate establishment under Mr. Watts^ instruction. 'Fhc correspon- 
dence of the Chief Magistrate is under Mr. Watts* charge. Weekly dieting bills of 
the Police Hospital checked by the returns of the surgeon, ditto dieting prisoners 
in the House of Correction, calculation of dieting Town Guard prisoners checked 
by Mr. Watts. The returns of prisoners arc not made to Mr. Watts. Preparation 
of Annual and Quarterly statements. Sees to the payments of all the establisli- 
ments, vsrhich are not charged to the assessment funds. Checks generally the 
Treasurer’s accounts. — Mr, JVatt^ salary is paid from the general fund. On 
an equal distribution the assessment ought to pay half. Mr. W'atts’ office existed 
before the assessment tax was established. The eshiblishment under Mr. Watts 
is charged to tlio assessment fund. Woomadmm Z)o.<9f, 62-11-3, and llamchand, 
25-l-;j, ought to bo charged exclusively to the judicial. Cossynauthy 62-1 and 
Surrooprhumlery 25- 1 -3, half and half, also Dufturec and Peon. No security is 
taken from the Cash-keeper, Avho is also Cash-keeper in the Abkareo depart- 
ment. The balaneo of 1st May IB^ll being assumed to be correct, the }>resent 
balance that ought to be in his hands can always be shewn; but as the cash is 
blended with that of the Abkarec of which the balance is unknown to Mr. Waits, it is 
impossible to ascertain whether it bo forthcoming. ITie person who was the Treasurer’s 
eecurily is dead. He is a very old man, and has generally a balance of Rupees #‘)0.0()0 
on hand. The balance consists of an old balance in the assessment department, 
originally of Rupees 6,000, now accumulated to Rupees 8,000. Cash balance of the 
town duly fund amounting to Rupees 11,000, and about the same amount in the 
account of the Sitting Justices’ department This last arising from saving in the 
watering fund and contingent charges. There is at present no check to show 
that the sums brought to account of fines imposed by the Magistrates of divisions 
are correctly stated. Mr. Watts suggests that their clerks should prepare a state- 
ment from the books of proceedings and send it to him weekly or monthly. Part 
of the balance in the Cnsli-kceper’s hands consists of the arrears of salaries not 
drawn by tlxe parties. *^11113 amounts to about Rupees .5,516-10-9. In service 
eight years. 

Shaih Harooy in service eleven years. Salary Fifty Sicca Rupees per month. 
Interprets Chinese language to all the Magistrates when required, — not employed 
daily, but attends daily at the Police Office. 

Syed NocraUy employed since 1833. Salary Sicca Rupees Fifteen; writes 
'Persian Roobakarees in Mr. Robison’s, Mr. O’Hanlon’s and Mr. McMahon’s Offices 
for transmission to the Muffiisul Police, and explains Persian Roobakarees received 
from the Muffusul Police to the three Magistrates above-Aamod. la employed by 
the Superintendent and some of the Magistrates to examine servants of European 


H yell urn Seal. 


Mr, II. C. VVaU 


Shaik Haroo. 


Sytd Noorally. 
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Gooruodoxv Mookcr. 
ji;c. 


Mr. Joiirph Samuel. 


Ciooroopersautl Bosfi 


Kilpnoney Seln. 


and Native Cjentlcmcn, wlien any theft is eomiuittcd at their houses, by means of 
nice ordeal. The process is this. One sicca weight of rice is weighed for each 
servant to be chewed a week before the process : ho goes to the house, and 
taking down tho names of the servants, apprize them that in a week they will bo 
required to undergo the ordeal of rice, if the stolen property is not found within 
that timci In some instances the stolen goods are recovered by these means — the 
servants being apprehensive of not being able to get oft* clear by the ordeal, throw 
the property in some part of the house. If the property is not found by tlie eiK^of 
the w eek, the ordeal comes on, and the person, from whose mouth the rice comes 
out in dry dust, is suspected, his house is searched, and sometimes the stolen 
property is found therein, and sometimes the thieli after the process, acknowledges 
his guilt and restores the property. Is not employed every tlay, 

Gooroodoss Monkcrjv.c is Mohurer and assistant to tlie Cash-keeper, who is 
his father. Salary Sicca Rupees Twenty-live, lias been about eight years in tho 
service. lias not given Security. The Cash for j)ayineuts passes through his 
hands, lie keeps all the vouchers till the accounts arc translated into English, 
when Llic vouchers are delivered to ]Mi*. Watts, who rcturrio the account counter- 
signed as compared with the vouchers. Suspense account vouclicrs remain with 
him till liual adjustment. He superintends the Bengalee Ilokiir which is written 
fair by Onoop(ihimtle)*. Cannot say what is the balance in the cash chest on any 
parti<mlar day — that, his father only can speak to, he is now sick, may be able to 
attend on Mondixy or Tuesday. 

Mr, Joseph Samuel is Clerk and Interpreter in the Conservancy department, 
attends the Magistrates sitting in conservancy cases. Salary Rupees two 
hundred and fifty. Has been about thirty-two years employed in the Police as 
Jiead clerk — ^has charge of the correspondence and records. The weekly returns 
of the collections, and tho annual, half-yearly and quarterly statements made to 
Goveminent pass through his office — the latter arc drawn up in his office. A 
Brahmin and a Mollah are employed with the Chief TNIagistrate, and the Magistrate 
trying conservancy and assessment cases. Mr. Samuel takes depositions when 
directed by any of the Magistrates. 

Gooroopersaud Bose being sick, bis son, Doorgapersaud Bose is acting for him. 
Gooroopersaud Inis been twenty-two years in the employment of tho Police, — is now 
under Lieutenant Abercrombie. Copies the reports from the Thanas or Sircars 
regarding the state of roads, drains or nuisances, and sends the book containing 
them to the Executive Officer for orders. "ITiere are three or four reports daily on 
an average. Reports of repairs required as sent in weekly by the Overseers are 
likewise entered by him into a book for the order of the Chief Magistrate. Two 
or tlirce such reports are sent in monthly* 

Nilmoney Sein assists Gooroopersaud and writes the monthly abstract of 
people and establishment employed under the Overseers and makes out the bills 
and accounts of watering the roads. Checks contingent charges by the Over- 
seers* reports, and enters the bills into a book. Checks Gowkhana bills by 
xeports of Overseers and Muster ssaster* Formerly the Conjee House report 



( Ixi ) 


books oamo under his ebar^e, biu from press of business that duty has boon 
transferred to Pa\ic:hoo Boner joi! in the assessment department:. Keeps daily 
report of steam engine expcMiso. Also clieeks iigliting (•o\itraotor\=i bills by 
n^ports from the Thanas and Sirears — ^alary Sieoa llnpoe.s Twenty— has been 
twelve years employed. 

« 

IMr, II. G. SlfUham is Inspec tor of Muster of eonsevvaney supplies, 2)eoj}h', Mr. II. C. staiham. 
cartS) ^c.t and prepares a daily return aecordingly. During (be day employs his j)eou 
Kam Seal to sec that the ])euple arc at their posts and report aocordingly. Serves 
the suinmonses on Kuro[)eaiis in the eoujiervaney department, and exeeuto.s all 
AvaiTraits. Is entitled to warrant fec^s, but these are generally remitted. Does not, 
realise llujx^es Twenty-five j»or annum by fees. Salary is Sieea Rupees One 
Hundred. Snj)erinrends re}»a.ivs of Kacba and Paeka roads on the I’lain and Oooly 
Bazar. All the drains and tanks ol the Ksplanacle are under his rare; also the 
children’s walks, Superiniemds the day an<l night patrol of the Esplanade and 
recei\es their report at, IMoiioliur Doss^ J'ank Ginu'd House. Prepares a daily 
return cd’ his expeiiditun? on the rOiids and drains of tlie Esplanade, and ejuantity 
of Kliowah used. Mr. iVI)ercrombie lias one person and JMr. Statliam anotlnu* to 
look after the delivery of Khowali. Besides whieli Mr. Statharu measures the 
cpiantity ot work done, and can thus cheek the re^xnis of delberii'^. Has been 
employed for eight \ ears in the Police, was formerly a shi])’s steward. Ten Coolies 
arc einjdoj’cd on the children’s walks in keeping them in rejiair. 


Madhfhchinidrr Sri/^ Writer ill the conservancy department. Salary Sii-ea MadtmbUuimlrr Scit. 
Uiipet's Sixty. Has served about fourteen years; takes down the reports in the 
judicial departnient of the conservancy, not in the executive department. Outlie 
report book the .Magistrate cntcr.s his directions as to siumnons or otherwise. When 
a suminuns is ordered, the complaint is entered into the c;aso bo(»k, in wdiirli the 
]Magistiatc enters his own proceedings. Draws out notice^ and summonses and 
writes Moclnilkas or reciignizaiici'S on account cd nuisances. Abstracts reports of 
cases disposed of in the conservancy dejiartmeut; receives fines levied by the 
conservancy Sircars and pays them to the Khazanchee; makes out statements 
of fines from the book of proceedings and calls on the Sircars for reali^atloTI. 

There is no c heck on him. The Cash-keeper does not know what amount the 
•Sircars jiay, but merely receives what cash is paid to him. I'ills up war- 
rants and subpamas in the conservancy department; attends the ^Magistrate 
in bringing up cases for trial. Mr. Samuel attends JMr. O’ Hanlon, and Maud- 
hubchurider attends Radhacauulh Deb; gets a reeeipt from the (.\j.sli-kiT'))cr. 

The receipts are comjiared wnth the Cash-keeper’s biioksby Mr. Watts and retnniod 
to Mr. »SamucL niero is a register of fiue.s. Mr, Samuel takes in a book of iiis 
own, note of the fines imposed by the Magistrate on any day, to w hich the Magistrate 
affixes bis signature, by which he checks Madluibchuudcr’s statement. Mr. Watts is 
enabled to check the Treasurer’s books by comiiaving them with Mr. Samuel’s report 
book— Vide Mr. Watts’ evidence. 


Isserrhunder Sinyhee^ Salary Sicca Kiijiccs 'l\v(dvc.' Has served elcvcfti or ^^^urchunJcrSinglicc, 
twelve years; copies the report into the book of proceedings; tills upbuilding 
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Mr. John Sirct, 


* S(u(( mciit not 


Mr. .1. J N. Miican. 


^ Siaifmenl not 
jiven. 

Mr. DtTiiartl Farif. 


licenses ; copies reports referred to Overseers or Saperintendent bf roads. Copies 
miscellaneous letters. 

Mr, John Siretf Overseer of Watering and Lighting. Superintends those duties 
in that part of the I'own lying to the south of the Scotch Church, the 1 >lmrrum- 
tollah, And all to the southward. Salary Sicca Rupees Sixty. Has been employed for 
fourteen years. Superintends the lighting generally. Mr. Clarke superintends the 
watering of the river side. Mr. McCulIock that of Chitpore roads, and Mr. Campbell 
that of l^ark street; sees the Engine at Chaiulpaiil Ghaut worked seven lionrs a day 
for eight months in the year, and looks after the distribution of the water to the several 
aqueducts ; has no assistance in looking after the lighting of the strec! s ; n*ports when 
the contractor for lighting neglects the terms of liis contract. The Cliukee- 
dars are also expected to report in such cases, 'riiero are in all at present J107 
lamps contracted for, at (Company's Rupee One, IVo Annas ami Six Pic per lamp 
per mensem; six more lamps have lately been added for the New China Hazar. I’lie 
contractor does not furnisli the lamps, bnt only the oil, wicks, and keeps the 
lamp.s clean. The lamps and lamp posts are furnished by the F'.xecutivo Officer 
Mr. Sevestre. Fines fur breaking lamps are applied to replacing such ;is arc broken. 
l.ooks after the whole of the aqueducts. The extent of Road w atered w'as aseertained in 
18*2J^24 to be 14 miles. This extent has been added to, bnt Mr. Siret cannot say how 
much — will, with Mr. ^Vatt8• assistance, ascertain how many cubit* feet of water aie 
raised by the engine, and give a statement of the length of road watered from tlie 
aqueduct — also how much road is w^atcred at the expense of Govennnent, au<l 
how much by iiidivhlnal subscription, with the expense of caclu* Mittoo, the 
Jemadar at the steam engine, attends to the opening and shutting of the luices. 
'Hje contract for w’orking the engine is in the hands of Jessup and ( V). at Rupees 
Four Hundre<l a month, for which they supply fuel, gi'casc, &c. keep the engine in 
order and work it seven hours a day, during eight months of the twelve. For- 
merly the contract was for Rupees Three Hundred and Sixty ptT menseiiK 
The contractor keeps the engine house in repair. 

Mr, J. J. .V. MamUy Deputy Superintendent of Police. Salary Sicca Uupcos 
Two Hundred and Seventy-five; has been about nineteen years emplo)(id. Duty to 
assist Captain Birch generally. At the Police Office receives inati actions from any 
of the Magistrates regarding matters of Police. Looks after the consUibhs in the 
execution of their duties. Warrants for arrest of persons pass through him and are 
handed to some one of the constables by him. He sees that the constables do not 
neglect their duty. In cases brought up from the Thanas the reports arc taken 
down in writing in books for each division, and the orders of the Magistrates are 
therein noted, 'riu* Thanadars first report verbally to Captain Birch, who directs 
what complaints oiiglit to be reported. Mr. Macan will make out a statement of 
his various duties, and of those of his establishment generally.* 

Mr, Bernard Furle^ is clerk in the- department of Superintendent of Police. 
Salary formerly Sicca Rupees One Hundred, to which Company’s Rupees Fifteen 
have been added since Fcbru;u*y last Has served about, three and a half years. Is 
principally employed in the Shipping Department taking . statements of ships’ 
crejvs and i)assengei a ; preparing voluntary affidavits ; registering , Mokhtar- 
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namalis and other papers brought by natives for that purpose; assists in preparing 
abstracts of crimes from tlie I'tianah books; afisisis generally the Dejaity Superin- 
toiulent as a clerk; has no writers or other establishment Inhere is a separate 
Moollah as well as a Brahmin, for administering voluntary affidavits, receives the 
fees for affidavits, enters them in a book in which the Cjishier’s acknowledgement 
of the amount is entered. Hiis book furnishes Mr. Watts with the means of 
checking the Cashier’s accounts. The list of crews, &c. arc filed, bound up, num- 
bered and indexed by Mr. Furie. 'llic fco for lists of ship’s crew entering is 
Ilupecs I'hree, and for clearing Rupee One. (Subsequeully in a notAi to the Chief 
Magistrate states, that he neither assists nor is assisted in preparing the annual 
abstract of crimes ; but the whole business of reading the cases, classifying them 
into the daily abstracts, watching them to their termination, forming the monthly 
and annual abstracts, is entirely in liU hands alone.) 

Uampy Mookerjee^ Cashier, has been employed for forty-four years — salary Ramjoy Mooiccvice. 
as Police cash -keeper Sicca Rupees 60, and as Abkaroo cash-keeper Sicca Rupees 
40 = Sicca Rupees 100. All the cash of the Police and of the Abkaree is kept in the 
same chest, and along with it the cash of several private gentlemen, as Mr. Clarke 
and Mr. Dickens, as well as private cash of his own. Nobody ever examines the 
cash l>alance in the chest. Once when, by desire of Mr. McFarlan, Mr. Watts 
exauuiK'd it, he found rather more than was due to the Police. Mr. Watts did not 
rcokim the Abkaree cash, of the amount of which he iiad no cognizance. Being 
answ'crable for what is due to the Police, I might thrown what cash there is in the 
chest into the sea. I kecj) no book shewing the balance of cash in hand from day to 
day. I keep on slips of paper memoranda of cash received from the Treasury, and of 
cash paid to the ifoddar for (iistribution.” Will prepare a statement both of the 
Poliro and ilio Abkaree cash balance, distinguishing the effective from the non-effec- 
tive amount ; hiis no security since the death of his surety twenty-five or thirty 
jeurs ago. 

Mt\ Philip Dehnaj\ is French Interpreter and Deputy Survc\ or under Mr. ^r. Philip Dcimar. 
William Aiiley, in the European distillery, in the Abkaree department. As French 
Interpreter receives Rupees Fifty a month and as Deputy Surveyor of European 
Ruin distilleries Rupees One Hundred juid Fifty; attends the Police daily in ease 
of the examination of Frenchmen; as Deputy Surveyor examines and enters all 
?)jisses, granted and received back ; produces the book in which those entries are 
made ; all country Rum passed into Town is brought in the first instance to the 
Police to be gauged and to ascertain its strength, except what is bonded in the 
Custom House for exportation. With that exception all Rum passed into Calcutta 
from country distilleries pays six annas per gallon, which is levied at the Police 
Office, either at once when the parties are not known, or at the latest within 
the week. The Mohurcr of the department Ilullodhur Chatterjec, enters the 
sums received in a separate hook, which must correspond with Mr. Delmar’s, and 
the cash-keeper signs when the cash is paid into his hands. Mr. Anley sees that 
the receipts and payments correspond, and he annexes his initials accordingly; 

Each Sooroe has his separate account besides. Cannot state exactly what Mr. 

Anley^s duties are. There are two gair ers attached, ^ One to tho License 
department and the other to the European di^jtillcry department. 
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Mr. \V. H. Grant. 


Ilurripuiter. 


Mr. Julian. 


Mr. PcUtn'iii. 


Mr. D. WilliamiMja. 


Mr. M. J. Wade. 


Samuel Cluri. 


Mr. U". //. Grant is a writer in the Judicial conservancy department, enters 
tlic quarterly statement.^ of the collections of the assessment, enters also references 
to the Superintendent of roads in common with Is.shurch under Singhcc. Kills up 
Avarrants for contempt issued by f»rder of the Sitting Magistrates, Has been 
employed since 18*29 on a Salary of Sicca llupees Twenty. 

t 

Ilurripuffic^ Assistant llegister of Tlckii Bearers, keeps in the Ooriah language 
a list of all Ticka Bearers of whom 10,790 are entered. By means of this register 
he is able, to trace and to produce any one of the whole number. Ihere arc about 
four or five tlioiisaiid (constantly pl}iug for employment. Each man pays six 
annas for his badge wliicliis supplied by Ilurriputtc?e. Salary Ttui Sicca llupees a 
month. ]\Ir. Leal kce[)s a llegister In lOnglish, shew ing the names of each I^earcn*, 
his father’s name, the i»lace of his birth, and his lesidence in tow n, with the number 
of liis badge. 

Mr. Jifllatu a writer under the Siipeniitendent of Police*, has been em])loyod 
for eightee n year.s. Salary Sicca llupees Fifty-two. ''J’akes down in writing the 
verbal rcj)ort of the I'haiiiulars and Boundary guards. The olfem^es, &c., report- 
ed and taken down by Mr. Julian arc for the Siqx'rintendont’s cillice. Ulie officers of 
the Silting Magistrates take the reports of the cases brought before the Magistrates, 
llie orders that liave been piisscd by the Magistratc.s on tlio iM»port cases aie 
entered in the same book by Mr. Macau and tlic book is submitted to (.upiaiii 
JJirch for his information. 

Mr. Pderson has been employed for six years under the Superintcndoiu of 
Police on a salary of Sixty-four Sicca llupees ; keeps the Pay books of ilie 
establishmeiiL; pays eaidi individual -the total numb.'r about 2.500; assibts the 
Supcrinfcmlent in removing any individual and procuring others, and in writing or 
copying all public documents or corre.spondimcc. Notes down all distdiarges and 
loaves, and tin* names of persons employed in tlieir room. Fines imposed by 
( ‘aptain Birch are collected by deductions from pay, and the amount handed over to 
Mr. Maean, is afterwards expended in furnishing occasionally blankets, great coats, 
ifcc. as rewards. 

Mr. Duncan WilVamson has been recently employed in the room of Mr. 
Corneill, salary Company’s llujices Thirty; is a writer under the Superintendent of 
Police; keeps a daily muster of the numbers, well, si(;k or absent at all the 
'ITianas. 

Mr.M.J. Hade has been employed since June, 1834, salary Sicca llupees 
Thirty-five; is a writ* i- in the department of the Superinbuideut of l^olice; keeps 
a register of summonses and subpoenas issued daily ; kcc'ps also a report of 
patients sent by the Police to the Nativp Hospital, in which the surgeon enters his 
remarks on the state of the patient at admission. 

Samuel Clark ; Salary Sicca Rupees One Hundred as Overseer of Strand and 
adjacent roads; Sicca Rupees TLliirty for looking after the bank, and Rupees 
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Twenty for superintending stone ballast; employed since 1820; produces a copy 
of Instructions specifying his several duties. 

SyamlolU Persian Moonshee^ reads and explains Roobakarees of the Moffussul 
Courts, whether in Persian or in Bengalee, to the Chief Magistrate ; also wfitos out 
the Purwanas of Roobakarees sent from the Chief Magistrate’s office to the 
Moffussul ; salary Sicca Rupees Thirty-five ; has served five years. 

Hushmut Moonshee^ assists Syamloll ; keeps an index for reference of all 
Persian documents, and of the manner in which they have been disposed of; salary 
8icca Rupees Twenty-five; has served twenty-one years. Vide Syud Noorali’s 
evidence. 

Jiuxooj JemadUr^ absent. 

Anwar K/taw, I^ftory, served eighteen years ; salary Eight Sicca Rupees ; 
employed in the office of the Deputy Superintendent; makes ink, pens, rules books, 
and seals and deposits the stolen goods in the godown under Mr. Macau’s direction, 
and delivers the same to the proper parties under the orders of Mr. Maean. The 
key of the godown remains with Mr. Mtacan. 

Bhooclwo Kliajiy is a Summons Peon; wages Sicca Rupees Five; has 
served about ton years; gets presents from the plaintiffs — of four, eight annas 
or one rupee, as they think proper; was appointed by Mr. Trower. Vacancies 
are filled up by Captain Birch. There are eight men for each Division, with one 
Jernadar over the whole. Tlie Jemadar musters the Peons and attends on 
Mr. Macau. No dustooree is paid to him by the Peons. One of tho Peons says he 
gets about one sunnnotis every other day; another that ho docs not get above six or 
seven to serve in the mouth. Seiwe subpoenas and give notice to parties and to the 
Tharias ; also carry notes or letters when tho Magistrates’ peons are not present 

Llvutmant Jf \ Abercrombie^ Engineer, Superintendent of roads and of conservancy 
and public works ; salary Company’s Rupees Six Hundred and Fifty ; appointed 
about a year ago. Mr. Sevestre is his Executive Officer and Mr. Clark, Overseer of 
the Strand roads, for liis immediate Division. With respect to repairs of roads, 
cither orders them to bo repaired on his own observation of what is requisite, or 
from tho reports made by tho Conservancy Sircars, or the applications of indivi- 
duals. Reports of repairs required by drains are likewise under his cogni- 
zance. Employs a writer to copy all his proceedings; reports, orders on those 
reports, and estimates. There were formerly six Sircars for the Town and one for 
Kiderpore for measuring Khoa at the Depots. 'Fhose hud ten Peons under them. 
Instead of those Sircars there is now one Supervisor who secs to the measurement of 
the Khoa by the Peons who deliver it over from the several Depots to the establish- 
ment of the Executive Officer. The four European Overseers look after the 
cleansing of die roads and drains. Mr. Green and ^Ir. McCulloch have each a 
Gowkbaua under their charge. Examines and cliecks the estimates and bills of the 

R 


$>ainluU. 

HuKhmut Ally. 

Buxoo. 

Anwar Kliavr. 

Bhoochoo Khati, 


Lieuf. W. Abcr« 
crombie. 
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Executive officer whu:h are then pasHcd by the Chief Magistrate, according to whose 
orders Mr. Watts settles the Executive Officer's accounts. Has no account 
department The bills from the Gowkhana pass through the same course. So also 
tile contractors’ bills for coolies, cattle, ami hackeries, for the scavengers 
department The charges are first examined by Sibiioth Cliatterjee, writer, and 
then some of the items checked by Lieutenant Abercrombie, which being found 
correct the bill is passed. Receives from the Native Supervisor a daily state- 
ment of materials for the repmrs of roads furnished by the contractors, 
which have been delivered to the Executive Officer, whose outlay is checked by 
the inspection and measurement of the Superintendent 'Hie (Contractor for 
<*onveyancc of the Khoa is paid according to the riuaiitity delivered to the Executive 
Officer and to the distance to which the materials are to be (conveyed : the Super- 
visor reports on the quality of the materials, which arc also inspected by the Super- 
intendent All cases of alleged cneroachmout re[»ortcd to the Magistrate are re- 
ferred to the Superintendent, who satisfies himself by ocular inspection ; of these, 
there arc sometimes as many as half a dozen places to be visited ; thinks that these 
cases might in general be safely referred to the Overseers-^and to the Supeviiiteii- 
dent only in case of disjiutc. Superintends the lighting and watering and col- 
lecting subscriptions for watering. Mr. A. has also to examine and report on 
alleged nuisance from drains. Mr. Set:estrc^ the Executive Officer, is consi- 
dered by Mr. Abercrombie to work on more moderate tc‘rms than could be 
obtained from any European Tiadesiuan, Tile rates have been reduced by the 
last Superintendent as low as posoible. Has no establishment allowed him at 
the public expense, except one Sircar and one liricklayer. He makes what 
♦ Subsequently cor estimates.* Mr. Abercrombie thinks that though a 

retied. Native Mistrec might be engaged for thes duty on a smaller salary und would 

engage to work on equally low terms, there would be constant danger of im- 
position by inferior materials ; Mr. Sevestre, a.s Executive Officer, looks after the 
repairs of the roads, of which the materials and labour are supplied by contriict 
For this he has nothing hut his salary, unless in his bills for cutting and levelling 
the roads Y^rcparatorily to laying on the new materials which are passed as charged. 
There are twelve men employed at the Gowkhana, as smiths and carpenters, who 
are employed in repairing the carts. Their aggregate salaines amount to Company’s 
Rupees 106-t2-4. They have no other pay or emoluments. Teencowree Jemadar, 
put down as Overseer of the Circular Road, is a Pensioner (subsequently added — but 
he reports whenever repairs are given or required to the Circular Road.) There are 
seventeen Sircars and twenty Peons employed in reporting nuisances* Ten Peons, 
as already stated, are employed by the Su})crintetident in looking after materials for 
roads, exclusive of six Peons in attendance. Seven Peons are employed by the 
Executive Officer in looking after materials, besides six more in attendance on him 
for occasional purposes. Three are in attendance on Mr. Watts and ten on Mr. 
Samuel in the executive department Tliree are employed with Mr, Statham, 
and inx under Mr. dark. Two formerly employed have been abolished since Mr. 
Trower left the office. Eight mate coolies afe employed by Mr. Sevestre in 
superintending the coolies employed in spreading materials on the road. The 
Head Mahtranee looks after the public tatces. Twenty-four Khalashecs are 
employed under the Overseers in keeping the roods and drains clear. Twelve 
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Chokcedars are employed in preventing nuisances on the Plain. Five boats are 
employed in conveying away filth, and one in sinking carcases. 

Hurrydoss Sen is employed in the room of Madhubram Dntt, as a writer, under HurrydoaSen. 
the Superintendent of Police. Salary Sicca Rupees Thirty-two. Keeps the^list of 
parries sentenced to the House of Correction, also keeps in a book for the purpose, 
copies of I^urwanahs sent to be backed by the Magistrates of Calcutta. The 
English and Bengalee are copied by Hurrydoss, the Persian by Mudungopaul 
Mojoomdar. The average of commitments to the House of Correction are two or 
three per diem. Of Purwanahs the same — or less. 

HadhfdtuUuh Dntt, writer, under Superintendent of Police, for five years. Salary Radhabullub Duit. 
Sicca Rupees Twentj"; keeps a Register of all cases of theft averaging from tw'clve 
to tw\'nty per diem. Prepares daily a list of from twenty to thirty prisoners iu the 
General department; keeps a list of arrivals and departures taken from the rcp<^rts 
of two Sircars, w'l 10 arc employed at the GRauta for that purpose, as part of the 
River C howkee Estahlislinient. There been in January about one entry per 
diem ; keeps a statement of gunpowder passed into Town by permission, 'lliero 
has Ix^eii an average of one entry for two days in January. Keeps a list of Europeans 
sent to the General and Polirc Hospitals, averaging fifteen a month, also of persons 
sent to the Insane Hospital, averaging six or seven per mensem ; also Dawk receipt 
book and Rc(*cipt for letters delivered in Twenty-four Purguniiahs, or by Hurkuras 
of the Police. 

Bj/kunth lionerjee employed since 1830. Salary Tliirty Sicca Rupees per Bykunth Bonerjei;. 
month. Enters in English in a book reports of prisoners in the Town Guard 
from a Bengalee book written by Raintonoo Chatterjne, containing names of 
prisoners, number of the Thana, date of confinement, offence and sentence: the 
number for the month of October 1836 is J138. Enters in a Book weekly reports, 
also made up in Bengalee by Raiutouoo Cliatterjee, of the Town Guard, Thana and 
Kattara Prisoners, for Mr. Macan, specifying names, division, and number of the 
Tlianas, date of confinement and tlie offence. Number of entries in the week, 
ending Ifith January 1837, amount to one hundred and twenty. Copies 
depositions taken by the Chief Magistrate in the usual form, the number of which 
amount in four or five days, about the time of the Criminal Sessions to about five 
daily, and in ordinary times four or five a month. Prepares Calendar of prisoners 
committed for trial in the Criminal Sessions. Writes contingent bills for 
repairing Thonas, and all other wnringent bills passed through the Superinten- 
dent of Police’l^.Oflice. Sometimes fair copies loiters drafted by Mr. McFarlan, 

Captain Birch and Mr. Macan on Police matters. 

Mudungopaul Mojoomdar, employed ten years, salary Thirty Sicca Rupees, Modong >p»ui Mo- 
enters in a book Persian Notices, Subpoenas, Roobakarees received from the joomdar. 

Muffusul Police and Courts. Reads and explains to Mr. Macau Persian 
Robakarecs received from Muffusul for apprehension of Runaway prisoners. 

Enters in Bengalee in a book the number of daily deaths and amount of funeral 
charges of the Hindoos by the report of the two Ghaut Sircars stationed 
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Ramtonoo Cbntterjec 


iS'usrodeen Mahomed 


Petumher Chatterjee. 


Biuoo. 


At tho Nimtolah and Cossy Mitter^s Ghauts^ sjjecifying the disease by vrhich the 
deaths occur» and in the same way in Persian the number of monthly Mussulman 
deaths, &c. by the reports of two men stationed at Manicktollah and Cossia Bogan 
by the Mussulman community, who are not paid by the Police. 

• 

Ramtonoo Chatterjee^ employed Thirty-four or Thirty-five years, salary Sicca 
Rupees Ten per month, keeps Bengalee Phuttuck book of prisoners in the Town 
Guard, Thannas and Kattara, Weekly Rejjorts of ditto, keeps an account of the 
daily Khoraky allowed to prisoners, and tlie Moodies' monthly bills for the same 
are examined by him before they are passed for ]»ayment. Christian prisoners pet 
one anna per day each, Native boys, six pie, and grown up men, nine pie. In 
the Female Kattara, the Christians and those Native females wiio have no rela- 
tions get one anna, girls six pie, grown up women nine pic, and the children of 
prisoners three pic per day. The Phuttuck book specifies name of the prisoner, 
his father's name, caste, number of the Tbana by which committed, name of the 
prosecutor, nature of offence, date of confinement, orders passed by the Magistrate. 
In the Female Kattara book, the name, caste and age of the prisoner, number of 
the Thana by which committed, date of confinement^ name of the prosecutor, 
number of the Division in which tried and orders of the Magistrate arc inserted. 

Nusrodeen Mahomed^ Nauzeer, employed since 1810, salary Fifty Sicca Rupees 
per month, attends daily on the Superintendent of the Police, when he hears the 
Thana Reports. He produces the Chokeydars found guilty of neglect of duty, 
before the Superintendent When a theft is (*.ommitted at any house, he is sent there 
for enquiry, receives informations from the inhabitants and Goindahs and represents 
them to the Superintendent Gives any information which may be reejuired of him 
by any of the Magistrates. Being acquainted with the old offenders, when any of 
them is apprehended for a new crime, his former delinquencies he represents to the 
Magistrates and the Superintendent Obtains information as to the river thefts 
and communicates the same to the Superintendent, and uses general surveillance. 

Petumher Chatterjee^ Bengalee Mohurer, salary Sicca Rupees Fifteen, has 
bi'en employed for about ten years. The stolen goods that are brought before 
Mr. Blaquiere arc put under his care. ITioso that come before the other Magis- 
trates are placed under Mr. Macan's charge. Those entries occupy thirteen 
double pages of a Bengalee Book for the year 1836. The articles are kept 
in a separate godowii of which he keeps the key, has no other duty at present. 
When property remains unclaimed, it is sold by Auction, and the proceeds paid to 
the Treasurer. Has no receipts for such payments. Mr. Macan says the stolen 
property and unclaimed goods that are committed to Petumher Chitterjee’s charge 
are not delivered to him for sale, neither do the proceeds pass through bis hands. 
Mr. M. produces a receipt from the Cash-keeper for Sicca Rupees 3,826-14 paid to 
him on this account on the 7th November 1836. Keeps an indexed book of sales. 

Btixoo, .Temadar of Peons, Pay Sicca Rupees Sixteen, has been employed for 
Twenty-five years. The Summon Peons are under his superintendence. Does 
not appoint them, nor give them any orders, calls the Plaintiffs and Defendants in 
the Office of Mr. McMahon. , 
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Ilidhdhir Chattcrjop, a Writer in the European Rum Licenso Department, keep^ iiuiio-ihuf Chalicrjw 
the accounts with the distilleries. Copies the applications for passes and the 
Gauger's reports into a book, when they are examined and certified by Mr. Delmar. 

There arc on an average seventy such entries monthly, occupying each half a folio 
page, also a book into which those passes are abstracted, giving a tabular stajteracut 
shewing the persons to whom passes ai*c granted, the quantities i)assed, the distille- 
ries whence passed, and die amount of duties. This statement for three months 
occupies twenty pages folio. The additions are not made up for the last four months. 

Keeps a djiily receipt book which is signed by the Khazanchee. The receipts for 
each day arc paid over at once, after which Mr. Auley puts his initials, 'rhese 
daily receipts arc then abstracted into another book shewing the monthly receipts 
from each of the four distilleries. Wages Sicca Rupees Thirty-five, has served for 
fourteen or fifteen years. 

Mr. Dvlmar states that as Deputy Surveyor, he may be sent by Mr. Anlcy to Mr. Diiinar 
observe th(\ distilleries of European Rmn, to see whether the Sircars and Peons he 
in altendaiwre, to watch the quantity made and removed. Mr. J. Andrew act^ for 
Mr. J^aul as Gauger, when ho is unable to attend from illness or otherwise. Has 
not at present any employment at the wharf. The Custom House employs a sepa- 
rate Gauger. 'ITiis department has nothinfj to do with European spirits imported 
by sea. 

Lieutenant W. AhercromHe. Tlic receipts he grants for materials suppled by Lt. w. AbercromUir 
the contractors are compared w^ilh the daily repoits received from the Khoa Sircar, 
which are added up at the end of the month by his writer ; can hardly check it if 
the Khoa Sircar is dishonest anil makes false reports ; as tliere are several depots, 
the Sircai* must necessarily depend upon the reports of the Peons. I'he hackeries 
coolies, bullocks &c,, arc all supplied by contract, and the bills arc checked 
from a daily report (of which a copy is furnished). Also (checks the bills for cleans- 
ing from dfuly reports (of whicli a copy is delivered) and those reports which are 
signed by Mr. Statham Muster master, I^icutcnant Abercrombie compares again 
monthly w ith the reports sent in by the clilferent Overseers. Hie daily reports do 
not include the Strand roads, reports of which are furnished by Mr. Clark monthly. 

Mr. 11. G, Stathamy at the comer of the Dhurrumtollah roail, musters the two Mr.H. g. statham. 
■Southern Divisions one day, and at the corner of the Mutchwa Jtazar road on tho 
( Jireular road called Mirzapore, musters the two Northern Divisions another day. 

Thus attends the two musters alternately ; the day be does not attend the muster of 
tho Northern Division he sends a peon to sec and report to him as to the number of 
persons working, which report he compares with the returns of the Overseers ; Uiis 
peon is also employed in keeping tho native subordinates iu check, that they imiy 
not allow the workmen to go away during working hours. The same course is 
pursued in the Southern Division ; makes a daily return of the muster, deducting all 
absentees and those who misbehave. The peon he finds a very effectual cheek. 

Licutcrumt TV* Abercrombie. The Superintendent's measurement of the Khoa after Lt. W. Abercrombie 
it has been laid down has, since giving his evidence, been determined by the Chief 
Magistrate to be au iusufficieut check, and the deduction!^ made by him from the 
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Mr. H. C. Wall*. 


W.C Hbiiuierc, Em| . 
March, ]t<37. 


Khoa anti carrying contractors* bills re-allowed ; there is therefore at present, no 
eifective cheek on the measurement. 

IL C\ JVattg. (additional statement) The preparation of the annual statements 
of crimps for the Chief Magistrate’s Heiiort to Government is also a jiart of liis duty, 
and is one of immense labor. The l^ollce Hospital Establishment has undergone 
some change since, llie emjdoyineiit of convicts in making flour, &c. is found 
much more profitable than making Soorkie. 'llie flour making system was intro* 
<luccd in The more favorable account shewn for 1830 is therefore accounted 

for. The additional pumps put up last year o(*casion the increase of the rate of 
Messrs. Jessop and Co.’s contrart for working tlie Steam engine at Chandpaul 
Ghaut The authorised establishment of l\‘inale Kattarah is Co.’s Its. per 

mouth, but the actual establishment is something more. The eighc liurkundosses 
charged in the Town Gucird establishment are peons attending at the Police Office 
with prisoners. Hesides the fixed cstahlisimient for sinking dead bodies there is 
a small monthly charge for ropes, &e. Jlr, McFarlan’s plan was to discharge all the 
Sirkars for reporting nuisances in the Conservancy department, .and to make the 
Thaiiadors do their duty. Jle has since changed his opinion on this subject. 
Examines the roontlily abstracts of cases disposed of in the Conservancy department 
and sees that the amount of fees and fines given, corresponds with the Magistrate’s 
ease book. There is no cuinparlson ma<le with the cashier’s book though he has 
always found the fees and fines brought to credit to agree with Madubchunder’s 
abstracts. 


No, 2b. 


2d March, 1B37. 

WILLIAM COl’ES BLAQUIEIIK, Esq. further examined* 

Q. 1st. You promised to send us copies of the monthly statements of the 
Abkaree Tax as furnished to Govemmont since May last, have you brought them 
with you ? — A. No, the accounts are not yet sanctioned by Government, there are 
sinno difficulties in tlie Audit Office, in consequence of the Abkaree Accounts never 
having undergone audit before. 

Q. 2. If the delay lies in the Audit Office, wo can apply to Goverfuiieiit about 
it? — A* No, there is no necessity for that, 1 expect to get back the audited accounts 
soon. 


Q. 3. But you can send us copes of the accounts you sent into Goyeramen 
imaudited; we are desirous to make our lleport and we cannot complete it without 
these accounts Very well, I will seud the unaudited copies as you wish ik 
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Q. 4. It appears that an Impost called ‘‘still head duty" is levied at the rate 
of six annas per gallon on all rum brought into the Town from the country -- - * 

distilleries, except what is bonded at the Custom House for exportation, the collec. M 
tion of which is in your hands — ^and that the produce of this impost for the year 

1836, amounts to Sicca Rupees ^^:^359 0 0 

while the charges of Establishment at 

Sa. Us. 1,024-0-4 per month are SiU Ils. 12,202 12 0 

and your Commission at 21 per coiit.... 558 15 7 


12,851 11 7 


leaving only net produce of. Rupees 9507 4 5 

surely the charges arc too heavy ? — A. Yes, they appear so at present. ITiere 
were a number of distilleries under iny charge when the establishment was fixed. 
'Jliey have now dwindled away to two, but the establishment remains tlie same. It 
is a large establishment It is all under me as Magistrate of Twenty-four Purgim- 
nahs and as a Muffiisul establislnnent. The duty of six annas per gallon is not an 
Import Dutip but a 'still head duty levied on all rum manufactured according to 
the Euro{)ean process wheresoever manufactured under a Mofusfcil Regulation. 
Then; is no such a head of duty as import duty on Bengal Rum, none being ever 
levied, 

Q. 5. Mr. Anley is put down as Surveyor at a salary of Sicca Rupees Three 
Hundred and Fifty per mensem, and Mr. Delinar as Deputy vSurveyor at Sicca 
Rupees One Hundred and Fifty per month — What are they Surveyors of ? — A. 
They survey the size and number of the Distils. 

Q. 6. Do they ever go to the Distilleries? — A, Very seldom. 

Q. 7- 111011 they arc useless ? — A, No, they arc not quite useless, they gauge 

and pass the rum that comes to (iovernmenU 

Q, 8. At all events Mr. Anley and Mr. Delmar have very little to do ? — A. 
Yes, they have very little to do. 

Q. 9. Wlnit are the tw^o Gaugers for? — A, One for the Custom House Wharf 
and the other for the Police Office. 

Q. 10. Is there employment now on the Custom House \Miarf for a Gauger ? 

Y'es, a great deal of rum comes on the Whart some came yesterday mid some 
the day before. 

Q. 11. Is this a tax on the people of Calcutta? — A* No, it is a duty levied 
on rum manufactured all over the country, w'hether brought to Calcutta or not 
ITio licensed rum shops could not consume more than the quantify~(threc 
hundred and eighty gallons per month) for which they pay the retailing tax of live 
Rupees per diem. 
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K». 96. 


\V« C. Blacjuirrr, Fsq, 
2d Marclj, 1837. 


Q. 12. Then do you mean to nay that this rum is exported by sea? — A. No, 
the quantity allowed is consumed ill Calcutta, the surplus partly exported by sea 
and partly to diflFerent parts of the country, viz. tlic quantity imported in 18J3G, 
amounts to 50,624 jrallons, of which 1 allow 06,480 gallons to be consumed in the 
eight retafl rum shops, leaving an excess of 22,144 gallons, some of which is 
exported by seti, and the remainder to difFcrcnt parts of the country. 


Q. 1;3. Would not one gauger be sufficient, esjiccially as the Collector of 
Customs employs a separate gauger ? — //. 1 hardly think one gauger would be 
sufficient Tlie gauger employed by the Collector of Customs Inus nutliing to do 
with us. You might dispense with the services of one gauger. The gauger on the 
Wharf was useful when Urandy and other European Spirits imported by sea, paid the 
Police duty of three annas per gallon ; which is now consolidated under the new 
Tariff and collected by the Customs Collector. 


Q. 14. How' are tlic thirteen Sirkars employed ? — A. They are stationed round 
the boundary guards and at the distilleries and office. 

Q. 15. Cndcr what head is the produce of European distillery tax crcflltccl in 
the Government accounts at the General ’^rreasury ? — yL Under the head of Mnf- 
fusil Abkaree Tax, tliat is, biill head duty, and as such the amount is levied aivl re- 
mitted by me to the General Treasury, in my capacity of a Muffusil Mjigistratis and 
has no coimertioii whatsoever, with the retail duty on the spirits levied by me in tlio 
Town ill rny capacity of a Justice of the Peace. 


No. 27. 

D. Mcl'arlan, 

2d March, 1837. 


No. 27. 


2d Man*, 1837. 


D. McFAllLAN, FjSQ, further examined 

Q. 1. Mr. Watts has statecl that Hamjoy Mookeijce, the cash-keeper of the 
Police, has generally a cash halam’c of thirty thousand rupees on hand, and by a 
statement furnished by Ranijoy himself it appears that from May to December 
of the year of 1836, he had in his hands a cash balance of irom thirty to 
forty-three thousand rupees. Have any steps been taken to reduce this balance, 
or to enable you to know exactly what sum is actually in the cashkeeper^s hands ? 
— A, All money we now receive is sent to the Bank of Bengal, and for tlie current 
disbursements we pass orders on Ramjoy against the 4d balance. I1iis has, 1 
understand, reduced the balance in his hands to about four or five thousand rupees^ 
but the full and complete account has not yet been written up. He says himself that 
he has overpaid the balance. 
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Q. 2. Might not the Fire Engine Esbihllshment referred to in your former 
evidence, he almost entirely reduced from the commencement to the end of tho 
rains, and how are the two constables employed during that period ? — A. The main 
strength of the establiohmeiit is reduced during the rains, as will be seen by the 
statement I have furnished. It is necessary to keep up a few hands both to 
keep the engines and hose in order, and form a small body of experienced 
hands on which to engraft the temporary ones. Wc last year made the constables’ 
services otherwise available during the rains, but I find that they are not verv 
fit for the general duties of the Police; there was always unwillingness on Captain 
Steel’s part to employ them. 

Q. 3. Might not the cleansing of the Town by contract, notwithsianding 
your unfavorable opinion expressed on a former occasion, be tried in one Division of 
the 'Powii, say the l ourth or the C’howriiighce Division, where the contractor 
would be under the supervision of the European inhabitants, subjecting him to a 
fine by the Magistrate in ease of any nuisance being permitted to remain ? — .L I 
have no objection that such an experiment should be tried, but I have great doubts 
of its smees^^. Tii most j)arts of the Town the drains arc not of masonry but 
mere ditches. They re([uir(; being dug out yearly; where there is a constant dribbling 
of foul water from kiteheiis and from the cooking of Xali\es, these drains cannot he 
kept s^Yeet. 1 do n<H know Innv \ou could word }our contract. For the mere 
removal of stable dung and olTal from the sttcets a contract could be made; but 
unless the contrju'tor had well-constructed carts, and ha<l some precise notice wlicre 
he was to (*arry his sweepings, he could not contract at low rates. At all ('vents my 
opinion is, that it never should be tried until we sire assured that the inhabitants 
would tak(» an interest in kecjnng down expense and in seeing that the duties were 
properly performed. 

Q. 4. If the Magistrates are confined to their judii'ial functions, coultl tlu^y 
not also perform the duties of tho Commissioners of the Court of [{(Mjnest^ ? — ./. 
1 cannot answer this (piestion, because I do not know the extent of a C’ommissioner’s 
business, but I can say, that one Magistrate may very well do twice the work lie does 
now. 


Q. 5. You reckon the monthly expense of keeping convicts in the House of 
Correction at two rupees and four annas each, is that exclusive of the amount of their 
earnings by labor ? — A, Yes, exclusive of the earning. 

Q. 6. Is the thirty-five per cent, of produce of convict labor allowed to the 
keeper of the House of Correction, upon the gross produce or net profit ? — A. I 'pon 
the net profit. 

Q. 7. Have you ever compared the expense of the hired and Company s 
carts for the cleansing of the Town, &c^ if so, what is the difference ? — A. We 
have constant discussion about it. A hired cart and bullocks would perhaps 
appear cheaper at the first glance, but its quality is inferior and it would not convey 
the quantity a Company’s cart would carry. This year we have made up all our 
own carts and wn only hire bullocks now. 


No. a7. 

D. Mi-K.irliin, r.^i. 
2fl Manli, I8;i7. 
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J). McFarian, Ksq. 
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No. 28. 

Mr William Anlcy, 
Mh March, lb37. 


Q. 8. With reference to the list of establishment it appears to us that many 
of them have not sufficient to do, cannot a reduction bo made ? — ^4. I haive gond 
over the list several times, but I find it very difficult to touch the Division Magistrates* 
establishments. 

Q. 9. But wc also allude to some in your own Office, for instance Womachuni 
Doss and some otliors do not appear to have ranch to do ? — -ri. In my Office 

€M’ery one has plenty to do, Mr. Watts complains of want of hands. I sub- 

join a statement of his in which he very justly, I think, asks for a better 
establishment. 

Q. 10. In the Conservan(*y Department Mr. Samuel docs not aj)pear to have 
much to do ? — yJ. Mr. Samuel is an edd servant ; I recommended to Govern- 
ment four years ago a vctluction on the whole of the ( a)nscrvaiic y oslablish- 

mont. 1 add a letter from Government of the 19tb December, 1BJ34, and my 
reply, together with a schedule showing the. savings subsequent to my ap- 
])ointment. 


No. 28. 

0th March, 1807. 

Mil. WILLIAM ANLEY, examined, 

0, 1. How long have you held the situation of the Surveyor of Rum 
Distilleries ? — A. For fifteen \oars. 

Q. 2. What is your salary Sicca Rupees three hundred and fifty j cr 

mensem. 

Q. JJ. \\’hat are your duties as Surveyor ? — A. I superintend the Rum 
Distilleries under Mr. Blaquicre, prepare licenses for their estahlisliment, have 
charge of the office duties, inspect the importation, gauging and proving of r.ll Rum, 
superiiitc?nd the levying and collection of the duty, and paying the amount into the 
hands of the cashier; the title of the appointment is that of Surveyor, but the duties 
performed by me (as well as my predecessor) arc those above described. 

Q. 4. Do you visit the Distilleries? — A. If any occasion occurred it would be 
my duty to visit the Distilleries, but this has not happened of late years. 1 receive 
daily reports from my own sirkars of all that is done at the Distilleries. A book of 
monthly Bengalee reports is kc'pt on record ; formerly 1 checked the importation of 
Rum on which duty had been levied in the Moffussil, levying additional duty when 
the gauging shewed that the spirit had been originally under-charged. The sirkars 
and peons are stationed by me successively at the different places, being commonly 
changed once a year. 

Q. 5. How many Rum Distilleries arc there under charge of Mr. Blaquicre? 
— An There arc now at work only four Distilleries, of which three are at Sookchnr 
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and one at Fort Gloster. Formerly there was a large Distillery at Achccpore, another 
at Akni, one at Ishcra, and one at Kliidderpore, besides one at Bandcl, now under 
the Collector of Hoogly, and one at Dhoba, now under the Collector of Burdwan. 

Q. 6. How arc the thirteen sirkars employed ? — A. Three or four of them 
are stationed at Sookchur and one at Fort Gloster ; the others are stationed by Mr. 
Blaquiere, three at the Police and the others with the Boundary guards. 

Q. 7. How is the duty adjusted?—^ The shopkeepers are frequently 
allowed a month’s credit for the duty. 

Q. 8. You have a separate account with each shopkeeper we believe, will 
you produce these accounts ? — A. I have not brought them with me, but will send 
them for the Committee’s inspection. 

Q. 9. Docs all the Rum distilled pay the still head duty? — A. Yes, except 
that which is bonded at the Custom House for exportation, much in fact of what is 
brought to tlie Police to be gauged and which pays duty is not consumed within 
Calcuttii. A pass is directed to be given by the Distillery Sirkar for the quantity 
applied to be brought into town to be gauged and proved. The Rum is according- 
ly a(*companiod by a chalauu from the sirkar and peons attached to the Distiller}, 
and after duty paid the chalauu is receipted and returned to the sirkar at the 
Distillery as his voucher and a rowjinah is given to the owner, which enables him to 
convey the Rum any w'hcre but to the retail shops unless specially ilirected. 

Q. 10. Have you any knowledge of the quantity of Rum sold iu the licensed 
retail shops ? — A. 'So; I do not check the quantity consumed by these shops. 

Q. 1 1. Have you any other duties to perform than w hat you have mentioned ? 
— A. Formerly all the Rum provided for Government by coutivict and which 
amounted from forty to sixty thousdiid gallons per year was gauged, proved and 
assessed by this department, and the Distilleries were under the surveillance of the 
Surveyor, but this has not been the case since the Burman War. 

Q. 12. Will you look at this list of establishment and state your opinion 
whether it could be reduced ? — A, The establishment has become disproportionately 
heavy and more than adequate to the existing duties of the department I think 
the European Distillery and l^iecnse Departments might be managed by the Officers 
of my establishment A wharf gauger has now become uniioocs«uy. Mr. Andrew^ 
the clerk of the License Department, having resigned, I am willing to undertake his 
duties in addition to my own. 

Q. 13. Do you think it would be expedient to levy the same still head duty 
on Bengal Arrack as on the Hum reducing the shop tax on both ? — A. I think such 
a course would bo expedient, and that on such an arrangement the use of Rum would 
greatly supercede the more deleterious spirit sold as Arrack or Doasta, which is 
distilled with an intoxicating drug. ^77iC witness jives in a statement of the size of 
the stills at Sookehnr and Fort Gloster,) ^ 


No. 28. 

Mr. WilliHin Aniey, 
ttlh Mjireh, 1837. 
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Mo 

('apt. V. W, Birrh, 
0th March, 1837, 


attend proccsyious and keep the peace, and one from each Tliaua attends every 
morning before the Superintendent of Police with tlie reports of the niglit. The 
Town Guard is inadequate to the duties it has lo perform. The duties of this class 
are to guard the Phatuk or Lock-up House and Town Guard, the Police Office, 
the Grand Jail and House of Correction and the Collector of Assessment’s Office, 
to attend on Sundays at the different Churches in Calcutta, to attend all processions 
to keep the peace, to furnish parties to go out into the districts with Purwannahs for 
the ai)prehcnsion of offenders, to escort prisoners to and froin the Police, to act on 
any emergency in support of the Kuropeau force, and in conjunction with the Pyke 
guanl to patrole the whole town on what are called the lluzoor rounds or the rounds 
sent by the Superintendent of Police to see that the several Thana.s are on the alert 
and attentive to their duties ; the Pyke Guard is composed of Bengalees geiKirally of 
the class of Dooliah, their duties are simihir to those of the 'J own Guard, witli the 
exception that they are exclusively employed when sailors are concerned and in 
connection with the shipjiing. 


Q. 5. Do you think the different classes might he amalgamated, so that all 
miglit be liable to perform their various duties by rotation, or occasionally, as requir- 
ed, so as to admit of a reduction in the number of any of those classes now appro- 
priated for a single duty, for example, might not the day and night Chowkeedars 
perform the same duties by rotation : all being employed in the day and niglit duties in- 
discriminately, and might not the duties of the Pykes and Town Guard, when rc(iulred 
he perfomed by Chowkeedars, If a small addition were made to their number? and 
whether thus or otherwise the aggregate of the watching establisliment might not 
be reduced? — A. Certainly not. It is absolutely necessary to keep the night and 
day Chow'keedars distinct. The night CJhowkeedars receive a lesser rate of pay 
than the day Chowkeedars, who arc liable to detention at the IV.Ice Office — to be 
sent off with prjsrnors — to accompany the officers in searches, &c. It would be 
quite impracticable to estiblish a routine of relief and watch so that the duty should 
fall equally on all. llic day Chow keedar is glad to get his rest, and the night 
Chowkeedar (who is only when absolutely required, called on in the day) 
has had his rest, and is ready for the pcrforuiaucc of the night watcli, neither 
can the duties of the Town and Pyke Guard be performed by the Chowkeedars, who 
are wanting in the physical strength and courage of the uj>couutry men, who form 
the Town and Boundary Giiar<l. 'llie several establishments are fitted for their 
particular duties, which should be kept as distinct as possible, any amalgamation 
would be attended with mischievous results, ami I would strongly recommend an 
addition instead of a reduction of the present Police force, which might then be 
perfectly adequate to the performance of other duties, in conjunction with their 
present ones. 


Q. 6. Might not the Thanadaree establishment, in particular the Boundary 
guard, be entrusted with the prevention of illicit importation of spirits and illicit sale 
in unlicenaod shops ? — A. The former duty is already very generally performed by 
the Boundary Guard and the latter by the Thanadaree Kstablishment, in as far aa 
reports of such unlicensed sale are made to me, and forwarded by me to Mr.Blaquiere, 
whose particular Department that is. 
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Q- 7. Might not tho Chowkeedar Establlbhment be employed in reporting 
cncroaehracnts or other nuisanecs as well upon ruinous buildings, obstructed or 
filthy drains, unrepaired roads, &c. and other matters requiring the attention of the 
Conservancy Department ? — A. lieports of ruinous houses are already made by mo 
to the Chief Magistrate, and sometimes of nuisances ; my duties take me daily into 
all parts of the town, and I have the opportunity of observing all that requires to be 
amended. I have neither the knowledge nor the time required to superintend the 
making of roads or drains, but for all other matters of conservancy I have always 
considered them strictly allied to the duties of a Superintendent of Police, and con- 
sider myself and iny establishment quite adeejuate to the duties of general conser- 
vancy. 


Q. S. Would it add much to the labours of your watching establishment to 
report upon empty houses ? — A. I could not depend solely on the watching csiah- 
lishment fur such report. I'liey acit as a very good check on the present mode. 

Q. 0. Could you with your existing establishment unxlertake the collection of 
the Abkarcc iintler the license department ? — A, I think with a small addition to 
iny existing establishment (and certainly with a great saving in the present cost of 
colle(!tion) that I could undertake the duties of the Abkaree collection. 

Q. 10. In what way do tho Thanuah cases come before tho Magistrates. 
Do the 'riiannahdars report directly to them or do you direct tho Thannahdars as 
to the cases which it may he necessary to bring to the notice of the Miigistratos and 
discliargo the rest? — ^A. All case? aro immediately reported direct to myself at 
\vhate\er hour of the day or night they may occur — I make enquiries and direct such 
cases as 1 think necessary to be taken bciforc the Magistrates, but all proceedings, 
in limine, are «)n iny own responsibility, and during the night and from the previous 
evening until ofllcc hours on thi? following morning, and from Saturday evening 
until offi(!C hour on Monday morning, I am obliged to confine or release on security, 
to search and apprehend as I think tho case may warrant. Of the cases brought 
up during the day, some I settle amicably, others I dismiss or direct the parties 
complaining to take out summons before one of the Magistrates, and those of 
importance and requiring judicial investigation I direct to be taken before the 
Division Magistrate. 


No. 29. 

Ca|il. V. \V, Birch, 
6th March, 1837. 
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J. II. r.'-«| 
0th Mari:»i, lfe37. 


No. 31. 

D. !M( Tarlan, E'^q. 
«i4th April, lb37. 


No. :J0. 


0th Maroli, IH.37. 

J. II. S'J'OCQUEf-l‘^lI> v-raminviL 

Q. 1. Do you know of any iiistanco of |)rerniso^^ in town being inaccural(?ly 
valued by the Assessors for the piirpo.-^o of Asyoshmeni ?-—//. 1 have board that 
ownory have soniotiinos imposed im the Assessors as to the rents received from 
their premises, but am not aware of any iuBtanco from my own knowledge. 

Q. 2. Have you any suggestion^ to offer for the improvement, (d the A^si's.s- 
ment of llie town ? — A, T think that a tax, independent of tlie A.s.sessmnit, migld. bo 
levied on the oeeu])iers of Ilonses, granting them tln^ right of eontroling the dis- 
bursement by ( ommittees of their own nomination, not that they would tax them- 
solvos, hid that they would more clieerfully submit to any noeessary imjiost over tin? 
applieatiou of wbieh they hckl the i*(>ntrol. 'Fhe tax might bear relation to the 
amount of house rent paid, or taxes might be levied on wiiocl carriages or horses. 
Some of the Members of tbo.^i* Cominilb'cs ought to be invested with some 
Maglsttu'ial powers, and reeeive a remuneration for their trouble. This w<mld 
enable Oovernment to rednee the number of Polici' Magistrates. I think that the 
Superint ending Engineer an<l Overseer of Roads ought to bo under tlie eoidrol of 
the Conimiltees of inhahitaiiis. 


No. ;3I. 


24th April, 18^7. 

DAVID MrFAIlLAN, Esq. further examwed, 

Q. 1. It appears that notwithstanding the precautionary measure adopted 
by you to reduce the cfish balance in the Police Cash-koepor's hands, as stated in 
your last examination, you have not only been deceived in your supposition that the 
balance was paid up or considerably reduced, but that an embezzlement of some 
extent has been since iliscovered, what is 'the result of your investigation upon 
this i -A. There is novir due from the Treasurer, to my Office, about 13 or 14,000 
rupees. The cash balance in Ramjoy's hands was reduced 17,000 rupees in the 
months of January and February, and had the remittance he was required to make 
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to the General Treasury boon made (and it was not until the ml<l(llo of March that 
I cUsrovored it had not) it would have been still further rcducecl by 7,0ri(> rupees, 
leaving no more than (> or 7,(K)0 rupees to bo aecounted for ; a sum of l», 500 ru[)ec.s 
1ms been j)aid and wc aiiticij>atc that l;i,UOO will be paid shortly. 


No 31. 

1). Mi r:s» 

2 nil lh3’ 


Q. What measure have you adujited to guard against loss i>y einhezzlemcnt 
in future? — /*/. The system is now altered. The orders ou the ( itinera 1 'I'reasury for 
cash are now sent into the Ihmk of IJeii'ial for realisation, and ])aymfnts are made 
hy ehecpies on the Hank drawn by me. These eheqiies are signed with the bills 
or voueliers pinned to them. There* is never more than 4 or oOO rupees retained 
ill the Office, and that amount never for more th.in a day or two dining tbe])ayinent 
of the Kslablishnient. 'i’bc new arrangements are found to work well. 


Q. T What w’os the eause of the* falliin* of the ajqioiiitment of the Miiiiiei- 
pal Committee reeommended by you in IS.TV?— 'The failure was caused hy the 
indlirereiiee of the inhabitant.-. 

Q. 4. What atteinjit did you make* to form the Coiiimittee for tlje ajipoiuhnent 
of wliieh >ou were aiitliorized by <h>\eriiment (o arrange the details, and what 
jiracth al iiiotle did \ou adopt to t‘oine to the eouelusioii referred lc» iu \our 
]»amplih*t — //. ^ly answer to this question must allude to general eonsiderations. 
I am lianlly at liherty to mention the iudl\i(iuals hy name cm whose (qiinions and 
feelings 1 eiru'fly ivli<‘d. They were not mutter of record and cannot now be, 
pointed to as <*vuleiiee. WIkmi the jiapcr on this subject was priulcMl in rebruarv, 
I.S.U, th(' people who attended to the, matter at all, were? somewhat siir])rised at 
such sentiments being entertained liy the (iuveniment and those employed by it. 
Some were gratilied and others (|iiite the! reverse. The ])ress I think applauded, 
and then shewed I ha! tlie veto w as enough to negative the w hede (pieslion. I had 
ealculatcjd ou some inemhers of tin* Har m* other usual leacleis of the Calcutta 
jiuhiic taking up tin; ([uestiuu. J lonud tliem >crv iiulitlerent ahou! ir. Support was 
promised gtiierall\ and coldly: no om; was disposed to take a lead. I l)che\r that a 
ri*ijuiMtioii for a meeting if it had l)e<*n called would have been signed by few and 
eertaliilv not by those whose assistance would have been desirable. I mean men 
accustomed to business of the smt. Hesides the only use of such a meeting would 
have been to have a])pvo\ed of the plan and to resolve that voting sliould eoinmenee 
ill some divi-ion of the tow n. 'Jliey could not ha\e compelled men to vote or people 
to serve is Cominitteo men. Amongst the native population an elfort was made hy 
Dwarkanalli Thakoor to get the principal hoiiseholder*s logedher at the I'olice (Office. 
It entirely failed. 'J'hcn* was upon the whole abundant e\idence that Calcutta was 
rot rijie for popular measures of this doseriptioii. II any doubt were entertained ou 
the subject it would 1 think bo dissipated by a perusal of the proceedings of llie 
Town Hall meeting held ou the I'Jtli April, which in fact originated the jiresent 

C'Oiumittce. It will be there seen that Mr. T. Clarke, the Chainnaii, stated thattlio 
sole measure out of which improvement would result to the Conservauey of the 
town was to place it under the control and inaiiagomont of an able and intelligent 
body of men sitting as an efficient Court of Quarter Sessions, 'rhere was no one at 
that meeting to propose the appointment of Committees, or to suggest the enact- 
ment of a law such as I proposed in my address of the 5th f'cbruary, 1^35 to Mr, 


w 
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I>. MrFarKin, 
t24th ApriJ, 1837. 


McXaghton. lu tliat comminiicatioii it was proposed that a meeting should bo 
railed on the appliraticm of t2I or more householders, in any division* I scarce 
think that *2\ or more householders could he found in any division willing to take 
the trouble of calling a meeting, and certainly no division hi which tw'O-thirda of the 
persons qualified to vote would exercise their privilege, hut unless there were an 
agretnnent hy a majority in the measures to he adopted, iiotliing it is plain could be 
done. Ofalle^ils 1 know’ none greater than that pow^r acquired by a small 
minority of the community by mciins, not of wealtb, respectability or public service, 
but by taking advantage of the loiter of some public* proceeding. The great use of 
this discussion has been that people arc more accustomed to view the operations 
and expenditure of the Conservancy as suiqeets in which they have an interest, and 
that they are assured that the (:fO\ eminent is willing to grant them full power 
over their own funds as .-.oou as they demand it. lu the meantime taxes for the 
iinprovcmeul and comfort of the wealtlilcr ])ortiou of the town should he imposed by 
Cjovernmcut, w lien if I am not greatly mistaken the C^nmiiittccs would in some 
form or other spring Into existence. 

Q. 5. Did you call a public meeting ?— .1, No, as above mentioned 1 did not 
call a public meeting because I w'as satisfied that it would he a failure. Improve- 
ments of this kind must be demanded by the i>cople — you cannot coax them into 
adopting lln'in. 

Q. (i. What is your impression as to the prohahllity of the inhabitants 
coming forward now to form Committee's for the management of Conservancy 
alhiirs ? — //. 1 do not think that there is now any more willingness on their part to 
come forward tiian there was in bS.*)-’!. If the enormous taxation and labour of 
inanagemciit whicli will be requisite on any new arrangernciit, calculated to 
recast and improve drainage are underrtood, poo[)]c could not be found willing in 
undertake tlie <luty and raise the funds; my opinion still continue unchanged about 
this. Tcople here ar** too busy to attend to any thing of this kind unless indeed a 
lieavy taxation is imposed on them. 

Q. 7. Was not the circumstance of the Veto being reserved to tlic Chief 
Magistrate in the 1th section of the proposed Enactment, one of the great objections 
to the formation of the Committees of the inhabitants ? — It was so, among 
the people wdio discussed tlic project .at all. 

Q. 8. What is your opinion in regard to cess pools ? — niey arc exceedingly 
beneficial ; it every householder w'as to have a cess pool for the deposit of cookroom 
washings, a princ'ipal cause of nuisance would be entirely cut oft‘ 'Ehc w^clls must 
l)e \(*ry carefully looked after and could hardly be left as public privies to the 
inanagenieiit of the poor. I agree with the opinion expressed hy Mr. Ulaquiere and 
think that every person should be compelled to construct a cess pool for kitchen use. 

Q. 0. What is your opinion in regard to tlio appointment of a Clerk of the 
Markets, with reference to the report of the Police Committee of 1800 (page 17) 
and of Mr. Meyer's evidence before that Coinniittce (page 92,) and also to the 
fixing of standard weights and measures under the superintendence of the Clerk of 
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the Markota and compelling venders to sell hy those weights and moasuvos, and 
empowering the Clerk of the Markets 1o examine and seize all false weights and 
measures ? — //. On this point 1 agree with the resolutions of Gov eminent of 1 7th a 

November, It is quite clear that while the Eazars are private properly, a Clerk 

of the Markets cannot be appointed without an enactment to authorize it; such 
interference would not be justitiable without satisfaction for infringement of jirivatc 
rights, such an appointment must be well pai<l and would certainly not be worth its 
cost. If a man likes tainted fish (»r blown meat, why should he not buy it? If I am 
oftended with the smell, I have only to keep away, and accor<Ung to my means 
endeavour to establish a better Market. It might be a good thing to empower 
conservancy overseers to inspect the state of the drains and the cleanliness of the 
Markets, and to subject their owners to a fine on conviction of filthiness — further 
I would not go. lliat woultl require a special law; the gates of the Ti ret ta Bazar 
were once shut against Mr. Harwell, the Cliief Magistrate* The estahlishincnt of the 
Dliurmnitollah Bazar has had an i*ire(,t in cleansing the Tiretta Bazar; the public 
as they improve iu their ta^ti^ will command cleaner Markets. As for the attf;nipt 
to regulate all the weights and mea.uires of the town, if irfout of the qlic^tion ; tin; 
poor native sliopkeojxT cannot afford to pundiase our f/no v\ eights- -he is found all 
over the town, in evev'y lane and giill)^ If the weights in the Bazar are regulated, 
the principle shoultl he extended every where, we should have the town overrun 
w itli the myrmidons of the w(}iglit searcher. When he went to inspect, good weights 
might he produced, when his bac k is turmul, the false wouhl be brought into j)lay, 
or a plug w'onld be dexterously inserted in the w’eight (as Iliipees an? plugged) 
which wmild be extracted when the OlFu'er was gone. In fact any system of this 
kind is clumsy. Your Police mark would often be used to deceive the people. 

'riie best security is the alertness of the people, and the placing at their elbow, 
a ready inode of testing the accuracy of the weight. Standard weights and 
measures are distributed in the following parts of the town, viz, Cliandney Clioke 
Thana, I'iretta Bazar Tliaiia, Haut Khola Tbana, the Superintendent of Police 
Oflicc, and the Chief Magistrate’s Office, to whiith any person may refer to examine 
the goods purchased or w eights of shopkeepers for nothing. I adil a copy of my 
letter to (jlovornmcnt datetl ^!)th February, on the subject of standard weights 

and measures. We reipiirc very much a Byc-law to enable Magistrates summarily to 
jmnish persons using false weights and measun's — they ought now, strictly speaking, 
to be committed to the Criminal Session of the Supreme Court. 
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W. C. BInquicre, Kscj. 
2Uh April, lt}37. 


No. .-.W. 


i>4fh Ai»ril, ia‘17. 

WILLIAM COATES JiLAQUIEllE, IvsQ.j further examlnetL 

Q. 1. Y(ui have hoard the (|iieptiou put to Air. McFarlan respecting the 
embezzlement of Police Cash by the Cash-keeper Hamjoy Alookorjee. Is there 
any deficiency in the Abkaree Cash? — 'rhe^ Abkan*c accounts consist of sums 
received and transmitted to the General Treasury inonlhly, deducting conunissiou 
and establishment, llamjoy was not a tlefaulier on ih(»;Mst January, 1K57. Abkaree 
accounts were square to that date witliin one hundred llup( 30 s, (a statement slicuvn 
exhibiting balance in Uatnjoy’s hamls in the License l)e})artnient of llupccs S(i-.V7 
and Luropoan Distillery Department 170-15, 'I'olal llupees l!57-t-7). The daily 
collectioio of IVnruary were received by him and the accounls made upon the i?Hth. 
On the Ibt Alarch the usual letters to the Suh-'J'rcasurer, transmitting the amount 
collected in February were written out and signed by me, and delivered to the (^-ish- 
keeper, to be lakem with ihe Cash to the General IVoasury. On emjuiry on the 
second, by asking for Air. Oakes’ receipts, it a])poarcd tliat the month’s collections had 
been embezzled, with a few other items, amounting to Sicca Uupocs 17,0*27-1 5-1 1 
besides 2,104-7 collected on the 1st March, making together ! 0,222-0- 1 1. A 
statement of the deficiency shewn. 

The sum deficient, - I0,l.‘17 7 0 

January llalanr e laccnso Department, SO 5 7 

European Distillery, 170 15 0 

JO, 004 II 7 

Also sums in deposit, — — 

Amount in deposit of February, ^JilO 4 4 

Former account January of License, LU 0 0 

Salaries, 100 0 0 

2[U 0 0 


4 4 

17,027 15 II 

Collection made on 1st March, 2,104 7 0 

19,222 0 11 

Deduct paid on Alarch, 8,255 0 0 

Balance remaining due by the Cash-keeper, 10,907 0 II 


which I have made up myself, and therefore no loss iius been sustained by Govern- 
ment. 
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Q. 2. What is your opinion as to the cause of the failure to the formation in 
1833 of a Committee of the Inhabitants to manage Conservancy affairs ? — A, One 
great ol)jection was the veto reserved to the Cliief Magistrate. 

Q. 3. Will you state your opinion as to the effect of cess-pools? — A. The 
drains in the native part of the Town are made receptacles for filthy water ; this 
might be prevented by ccbs-pools. I have one on my own premises, which has 
answered. No inconvenience has been felt from it I think they would be highly 
beneficial to privies. N\) less than thirty to forty complaints are preferred weekly 
of tlie nuisances caused by the present system of filthy water being allowed to run 
into the public drains. 

Q. 4. What is your opinion in respect to the appointment of a Clerk of the 
Markets, and regulating the weights and measures under his siiperinteiulence ? — A. 
I am favourable to such an appointment. I agree with the opinion expressed by tlie 
former Police Committee. In cases where the poorer class of Shop-keepers are 
unable to purchase fine weights I think a sufficient check would be given by sealing 
the common stones by the Clerk. 


No. 33. No 33. 

Dr. S. NiLoNon, 

27th April, ia37. «.i. I»i7. 

Dll, S. MICOLSON, examimtl. 

Q. 1. ll has been suggested by the Council of the Native Medical College 
that the proposed Fever Hospital should be connected with that Jnstitution. llierc 
is sufficient space for the builtling of the Hospital on tho Petty Court Jail ground, 
where the Medical College is situated and Uie locality is considered favorable. 

Tho Professors of the Medical College agree to render their services gratis. 

The C^ommittee wish to know your opinion upon tliis proposal ?— .4. There arc 
several objections to this plan. First, a junction of the sort was not conteinpla^d 
by, nor proposed to tho subscribers, when they were solicited to contribute tow ards 
the establishment of a Fever Hospital ; and secondly, the vicinity of tho Petty Court 
Jml and the Dissecting-room would in my opimou form an insuperable objection to 
the resort of the natives to the Fever HospitaL 

Q. 2. But if the Fever Hospital is kept separate from tho Medical College 
—A. The ground is not extensive enough to allow of the Hospital being so far 
separated from the College as to overcome the scruples of the natives. 

Q. a 'Fhero would be no connection. Both the Institutions would be kept 
distinctly separate? — A. However distinct they might be, the natives could not 
comprehend the distinction. ITie contiguity is all they would observe and that 
would deter them from resorting to tho Hospital. ' 
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No. 33, 

Dr. S NicnlHOii, 
27th April, 1637. 


Q. Ti. llavo \ou any other praetical objection to the two Institutions heinp: on 
the same ground i — J, None but those above stated, which 1 consider insuperable. 

Q. (5. Any objection to the Meilical Gentlemen of the College to superintend 
the TTos[)ital ? — A. Certainly not. Competent professional Officers must of course 
be appointed. Hut whether Pn>fpssora or not, I think they should receive salaries, 
however .small — salaried Officers would be more efficient, and I should consider it 
ohjectioiiahle to have such an Institution dependent on the gratuitous services of 
any professional man. 

Q. 7. Will you gi\e us your opinion in writing on Mr. Hare’s letter? — A, 

Yes. 

Q, 8. Do you think that the attachment of a Fever ivard to the present 
Native Hospital would be desirable? — A, No. There is not space suflicient in the 
Native Hospital, besides it would be injurious to an Institution which has answered 
the purpose for v, Inch it was established, so w^ell. 

Q. 9. Do you think it desirable that the plan of the Fever Hospital shouhl be 
abandoned for the plan of establishing Dispensaries as proposed by I^iord Auckland in 
JVIr. Secretary Mangles* letter of 22d November iHiJG? — A^ Dispensaries can in no 
wise compensate for the want of Hospitals, the sick who come there for relief must 
perish, unless they can have the support received in a Hospital, licsidcs a suffici- 
ent number of Dispensaries would be expensive, but very useful. Doolies should be 
provided to send those who cannot continue their attendance at once to the 
Hospital. 


Q. 4. Supposing the Hospital to be in separate promises — there is a large 
space of ground, don’t yon think it is of great importance to have the assistance 
of the College ProfesMirs .ind Students mid the benefit of the Clinical Lectures? — A. 
I have stated above that 1 deem it impossible to keep the Institutions so distinct as 
to satisfy the prejudiees of the natives. But supposing that could be accomplished, 
the services of the C’ollegc I’rofessors would of course be of use ; but I do not ace 
that those services w^ould be more valuable from being rendered by Professors. 
'Ilie patients could receive no benefit from the attendance of the Students, nor 
from the Clinical Lectures, though the Hospital w ould doubtless be a valuable School 
for the Students. 



( Ixxxvii ) 


No. 34. 

T)r. J, It. Marlin, 
I'VviT Hos|iital, 
37th Ai»ril, 1837. 

j)n. J. R. MARTlIs, examined. 

Q. 1. Do you think that the attachment of a fever ward to the present Native 
Hospital would be desirable ? — A. No, there is not space. I do not think the union 
of the two desirable, as the fever institution alone would require such magniiude as 
to require separation. 

Q. 2. Perhaps it would not do to mix the patients ? — A. No. 

Q. *1 Do you think it desirable that the plan of the Pevor Hospital should 
be abandone<l for the plan of establishing Disjwnsaries proposed by Lord Aucklaii*! 
in Mr, Secretary Mangles’ Letter of 22d November iHOd? — A. No; the relief afford- 
ed by l)isj)ensarics is so very .unequal and of so different a nature from that afforded 
by an Hospital, that I would on no account abandon the purpose of establishing a 
Hospital for the Iroalment of the acute diseo-ses of the country in favor of Dispen- 
saries. It is in an Hospital alone that such diseases can be treated, and in fine I 
hold a Hospital to be necessary to the efficiency of the Medical practice. In the 
Dispensariiis without support, the sick will die, and several Dispensaries would cost 
more money than one Hospital. 1 do not think Dispensaries would do. 

(^. 4. You have lu?ard the objection raised by Dr. Nicolson as to the 
connection of the proposed I'ever Hospital with the Native Medical College. If the 
poor won’t come there is an end to the Hosplud. Hie proposed connection offers 
advantage of cheap Medical superintendence, and we are in want of funds, llie 
subscriptions realized amount to about 4(5,000 rupees only ? — A. llicrc can be no 
sort of iloubt of the advantage, if the natives agree. I have already expressed my 
opinion as to the facility which the connection would grant to the students of the 
Medical College, in my Notes submitted to the Governors of the Native Hospital 
dated 9th April 1835, the only doubt in my mind is that the natives will not agree 
to the connection. Looking over the records of the Native Hospital I find that it 
started with about 50,000 rupees, and for the first five years there was no addition to 
that amount, yet how it succeeded afterwards ; so I do not despair for funds. 

Q. 5. Will you give us your opinion in writing on Mr. Hare’s Letter ?—A, \ es. 


No. 34. 

I^ever Hospital, 27th April, 1837. 
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No. 35. 

Dr. D. Stewart, 
Fever Honpiial, 
37Ui April, 1837. 


No. 36. 

Mr Sainu«*l Smith, 
27lh April, 1837. 


No. 35. 


Fever Hospital, 27th April, 1837. 

Dn. D. STEWART, examined, 

Q. 1. You have heard the proposal of substituting Dispensaries for a Fever 
Hospital, what is your opinion upon it ? — A. 1 fully agree \>ith Dr. Nicolson, 
Dispensaries cannot supply the ])lacc of Hospitals, their objects and uses are quite 
distinct. I suspect Lc»rd Aucklainl formed his idea from the practice in Edinburgh, 
where young Medical men are in the habit of visiting the poor at their homes. 
Here, however popular such a system would be, we have neither the men nor the 
means of establishing it at present. 

Q. 2. Will you give your opinion ni writing on Mr. Hare’s letter ? — A, With 
pleasure. 


No. 30. 


27th April, 1837. 

Mu. SAMUEL SMITH, examined. 

Q. 1. You are perhaps aware that tho Committee of Municipal Enquiry are 
divided into tw'o parts, one to examine on the state of drains, roads, ^c., and the 
other to investigate the nature, collection and appropriation of the taxes. I'his 
Committee is investigating the latter. Will you state what you can propose as to 
the Municipal government of the town ? Have you any plans to propose ? — A. 

I have devoted much consideration upon the subject some years ago, but at last 1 
gave it up as a hopeless case — all my opinions are embodied in this pamphlet, which 
1 published some time ago. 1 would not take up your time by a repetition (a 
pamphlet delivered.) 

Q. 2. In 1833 Mr. McFarlan with a view of accomplishing the object of the 
Municipal government of the town being transferred into the hands of the inhabi* 
tants, made a proposition to try it in one division of the town, whic^h was sanctioned 
by Government ; but he failed to carry it into effect. ITie Committee called upon 
Mr. McFarlan to state the cause of the failure, and he said it was owing to the 
lukewarmness of the people. Have you had any communication with Mr. McFarlan 
on that occasion, and what is your opinion hs to the cause of the failure ? — A. Mr, 
McFarlan took no further steps after publishing his plan that I am aware of. He 
was told by myself and others, that many of the middle class of the inhabitants 
were ready to co-operate with him, provided their suggestions were attendea to, and 
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that they were vested with authority to carry their plans into effect. Believing 
that these suggestions were not palatable to Mr. McFarlan, the proposition was 
clropt by him. 

Q. 3. In your pamphlet you mention the Lottery Profits to belong to the 
Local and Munioii)al Fund. 'ITie Committee lately examined the Lottery Accounts 
for two half years, and found that the surplus profit is too insignificiant after payment 
of the Establishment and the Town Hall charges, and that there is a large debt still 
due to (lOvcrmnent? — 7'hc debt of the Lottery jirises, I believe, from Lord 
Hastings’ grant of the surplus fund of the Petty Court being annulled by the 
Court of Directors, and the same being transferred to Debit of the Lottery Com- 
mittee in the Government Books. The amount of grant was about Five Lacks of 
Rupees, I understand. 

Q. 4. On w^hat principle do you think the Abkaroe tax is applicable to the 
Municipal purposes of the town. The Goveniment deny it to bo a town fund ? — A. 
I will send an answer to this in writing. 

Q. 5. You seem to tliink that the Thanadaroe establishment, &(\ ought to be 
8npporte<l by the general fund. What is the ground of this opinion, and do you 
think it flosirablo that the Magistrates should be paid by the town? — A. 'Hie 
jisscssment is apjdicablc by Act of Parliament for defraying the charges of 
watching and warding. I do not think the Thanadarec Establishment properly 
comes undpr those heads, as great part of it is to keep the peace, and 
therefore it should be charged to the separate fund. 1 think the assess- 
ment ought only to bear the expense of the niglitly watch, leaving the other 
fund applicable to general j)urposes. l^'ho Government ought to entrust the ma- 
nagement of the Town fund to a corporation if they have any wish that the inhabi- 
tants should lake part in the Municipal Government It \vould create a new 
feeling, and people would readily assist — if you establish the Munici]>al govern- 
ment, wc ought to have Conservancy Commissioners with Magisterial powers, 
paying them out of the fund. These, with the Police Magistrates, and a number 
of Honorary Magistrates joined together, I would call a Corporation. 

Q. 6. What class of people would you propose to take the Municipal 
Government in hand? — A. The question is what is the Municipal government 
to be — how it is to bo composed — until wc know this, I cannot answer your 
question. 

Q. 7. You allude in your pamphlet that the local fund is under the control 
of the Court of Quarter Sessions, but express some objections as to the present 
(constitution of that Court — what are your objections ? — A, ITie Court of Quarter 
Sessions is not properly constituted. I’he Magistrates being appointed by Govern- 
ment and liable to be removed at their pleasure, is objectionable. It also appears 
that nobody but tho Chief Magistrate interferes or is allowed to interfere with 
the assessment — and he acts under the orders of Government, not under the orders 
of the Court of Quarter Sessions, which is a mere nullity as at present 
composed. 


No. 30. 

Mr. Samuel Smith, 
27lh April, 1837. 
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J\1r 8.iiniirl Smith, 
*.:7tU A|iril, lb37. 
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Q. 8. You think tliiit the >\holo Ettalilishmont should lie placed under 
the (liroetion of the inliiihitants ? — A. 1 do. 1 tliink the people oiis^l it to eleet the 
^Iau;i>trates. We should not then see jiersons in that ^ituatiini nho being otherwise 
engaged have not lime for the duthv-, and who are ohllged to lune interpreters. 

(i. 9. What seliemofan yon propost* for Miniieipal (lovernnient ? — A, 'The 
heads I "ill state hrictly, arc — the election of Magistrates subject to a Veto of 
Government, We ought to ha\e a separate body as Conservancy C'minnissioncrs 
with [Magisterial power in their own departments. 

Q. 10. Wliy would you unite the judicial duties with the management of 
funds? — A. I do not wi^h to unite them, if the Ck)iirt of (Quarter Sessions were 
revi\ed and properly < onstiluteil, they might however he united. 1 do not con- 
sider those duties nec‘es^arily conjoined, but unless the C^immissiouers have ^la- 
gisterial power tlicy eaiinot ai t. 

Q. II. ITow would you form a Committee of Conservaney to manage the 
receipts and disb^r^ements ? — A. I would divide the. 'J'own into four Districts. 
A Commissioner for each, elected annually by those who pay the assessinent, with 
Clerks and EstablishmenU and sufficient powers to enforce his or(ler>, subject to 
appeal to the Justices of the Peace in (Quarter Se.ssions a'Sembleil, that is, summary 
powers, w ith a power to appeal; and if there was such appeal open, many Police I'ases 
which are now abandoned would he brought forward. 

(). 12. Do you mean to vest the Municipal duties in four ([ommi-s^iouers ? — 
A, Merely C^oiiservancy matters. 

Q. l‘J. IJiP the (jiovernineiit of theTowni? — ./. 1 would intrust theCioveni- 
ment of the Town to a corporation to he elected annually. 1 would have a Chief 
^Magistrate and a body of Magistrates resembling Alriermcn, say twedve or sixteen 
ill number, three or four in each di\isi(ni, i. e. I would have one l^lieo Magistrate, 
niio Conservfuicy Commissioner, and one or two Honorary Magistrates, with the 
usual establishment, all to he elected by the people amuially. With such an 
establishment I think the people would readily consent to an additional tax if 
necessary, provided the funds were under the management of persons elected by 
themselves. 

Q. 14. Who should he the electors ? — A. All ilie tax payer? of certain amount 
are to have the privilege to vote. The \ cry low rate jiayers arc perhaps incom- 
petent. I will consider the subject and suggest a qualification for votes. 

Q. 15. Would you include the Suburbs ? — A. I would extend the limits of 
Calcutta, and take in the Suburbs. 

Q. 16, That would require other divisions Y^'es; (iarden Reach, Allipore, 
Entally and Cossipore each to be a division, and they might form a separate corpo- 
ration or bo united to Calcutta by extending the boundaries, which the Government 
can, I believe, do when they please by proclamation. 
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Q. 17, Who have concurred in this plan, and amongst the inhabitants Mho 
do you know to take an interest in it? — A. I can only speak for the Trade Associa- 
tion, who freely concur in it, and would I think take an active j)art in the business. 


No. 3l». 

Mr. Sauiuel Smith, 
*27(h >uril, 1837. 


(j. IH. When do the Trade Associaliou meet ? — A, Quarterly — the Committee 
meet weckly- 


Q. in. Would they give us any representation? —.7. 1 ]»ave no doubt they 
would if asked. 


Q. ‘20. Oo you think persons in l)usiiicss have time to attend to any thing of 
this sort ? — A, I think SJ>ine of them haNO time and would eKcrl themscl\es, as they 
have done in attending to the business of the Association, which has occupied more 
time than the proposed Muiii(*ipal duties wouhl ref|uire. 

Q. 21. The Committee wish to know the fact from the Trade Association, 
whether the people are willing and abU‘ to undertake and manage the IMunii'lpal 
affairs belter than they arc at present ? — A, If you address a letter to thtj Master of 
the 'Frade Association } on wouhl get the information you recpiire, I have no doubt. 

Q. ‘22. Wliat was the cause of the failure to the appointment td’ a Committee 
of inhabitants in as pro])osed by Mi. McFarlan ? — ./. It failed, because a 

Veto was reserved for the ^lagistratc of the division, and ^ final Veto for the C’hief 
Magistrate, and nobody would act under such a svstem: besides it ii(‘ver was pursued 
to a conclusion, but allow ed to die a natunil death, such at least is my recollection of 
the plan. 


No. 87. 


lat ^lay, 1S;J7. 

Dm S, NICOLSON. 

From what fell from Sir Edward Ryan at the Meeting of the Fever Hospital 
Committee yesterday I understood, that the Report of the Council of the Medical 
College, addressed to the General Committee of Piiblie Instruction, and forwarded 
by the latter to Government, recommended “ uniting the Fever Hospital” with the 
Medical College. 

On perusing the Report however I find, that this union is not only not insisted 
upon, hut on the contrary, the Council distinctly state “ that some convenient site 
for the erection of the Hospital he chosen in the neighbourhood of the Medical 
College, which perhaps would bo Imtter than placing the establishment within the 
walls of the latter building; for many reasons it* would be more ilesirable to keep the 
two institutions separate, so as to prevent effectually the patients and all strangers 
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No. 37. 

Dr. S. Nicol-Hon, 
l»t May, 1837. 


from coming within the precincts of the College, a precaution exceedingly necessary. 
At the same time it would prevent the native population from confounding the 
Fever with the Police Hospital, of which the respectable portion cnieTtain a great 
dread.” 

In this opinion of the Council I entirely concur, and as the Fever Hospital 
will be a distinct establishment, and not too near, though in the vicinity of the 
College, I do not apprehend that the Natives will hesitate to resort to it. But as I 
stated at the meeting, if the Fever Hospital were erected within the College 
grounds, I am satisfied the Natives would not go near it, from a belief that it was in 
some manner subservient to the College. 

As I think it has been shown by the Report, that no Ho.'^pital now^ existing in 
Calcutta, nor indeed all the Calcutta Hospitals combined, would prove adequate, as 
a practical School of Medicine, it must be evident, that until a large Native General 
Hospital be established in the neighbourhood of the College, and into which all 
classes of disease, both acute and chronic, Medical as well as Surgical, are admis- 
sible, the important end for the attainment of which the Medical College was insti- 
tuted, will remain in a great measure unaccomplished. 

Moreover, without the practical knowledge and experience of disease, which 
vAti only be attained by patient study and observation at the hed-side in an Hospital, 
all the instruction which can he communicated to the most diligent and attentive 
student in a College, can never qualify him to practise? his profession, cither Medical 
or Surgic^il, with credit to himself, or safety to his patient. 

The Hospital for the establishment of which this Committee have been for so 
many months endeavouring to procure subscriptions, could supply but a small part 
of the demands of the Medical College as a place of education ; as its admissions 
would be confined solely to cases of Fercr, But even under its original designation, 
I think it might form a most important addition to the Native (General Hospital, 
which must sooner or later be erected in the neighbourhood of the College by 
Government, to enable that institution to accomplish the expectations of its founders. 

With the view therefore of effecting this object, I would suggest that a recom- 
mendation be submitted by the Committee to Government, recommending that three 
ample and commodious buildings be erected (which might form three sides of a 
square) in the vicinity of the Medical College. One of these buildings might bo 
appropriated to the Fever Hospital, one to cases of Surgical disease, and the other 
to Medical and Miscellaneous cases. The whole would then constitute one grand 
extensive Native Gctural Hos^ffital, furnishing ample opportunity for the study of 
every variety of disease. 

Should the Government approve of this proposal, and undertake the building 
of the Hospital, such funds as the Fever Hospital Committee have realised would, 
of course, be placed at its disposal, as a compensation for the wing occupied by the 
fever cases. 
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To prevent the natives from apprehenclin*^ that any connection existed boUeen 
the Native General Hospital and the Medical College, as well as from various other 
considerations, it would in my opinion be advisable to jilace the Hospital under the 
general superintendence of a Medical man of some rank and standing in the Service, 
altogether ungonnected with the College, llic clinical and other Professors of the 
College might of course be a[)poiutcd Assistants to the Hospital. 

I may take this opportunity of remarking, that the Ofliciating Secretary to the 
Medical Board will be relieved of that portion of his cluties on the return of Mr. 
Hutchinson from the C^ape of Good Hope, and if his ser\^ices could be secured for 
the Native General Hospital, I know no man better qualilied for the office than 
Hr. Janies Kankcii. 

S. NICOLSON, 

Surgeon General IIospitaL 

Calcutta y April 28///, 1837. 


No. :ia 

April 21), 1837. 

Dr. J. 11. MARTIN. 

Xhe Committee having required from me some ohser ratio ns on the rchtfioc advantages to 
the Native Comnianitg of Hospitals and Dispensaries.^ I submit the foUotcing : 

1st. The order, regular Medical attendance and adniinistratlon of Medicine; 
cleanliness and airiness ; diet, clothing, &c. of an Hospital, are found liy experience 
necessary to the successful treatment of acute disease, and to be superior to any 
aiTorded by other institutions of whatever kind. 

2nd. It has been found in England and Ireland, that it is only the inexperi- 
enced of the Medical profession who can afford the labour and time requisite for the 
care of the out-door Dispensary patients especially; whereas, in all countries the 
Hospitals arc personally attended by the ablest and most experienced Physicians 
and Surgeons, because there, the patients arc concentrated : in short, an Hospital 
is indispensable to the efficiency of Medical and Surgical practice. 

3d. The lower orders of society, whether here or in Europe, can hav-e none 
of the requisites for the cure of acute disease ex(;ept in an Hospital, because nowhere 
else can any funds afford them the professional ability or the careful attendance 
obtainable in every well regulated Hospital. 

4th. By transfer to an Hospital the indigent sick are removed from the locality 
(and that generally a bad one) where their disease was contracted : this of itself 
goes far towards the cure of many diseases, such as perioiUc feve^ 

z 
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Pr. J. H. Marlin, 
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No. 38. 

Dr. J. K. Martin, 
29th April, 1837. 


5th. Tlie attendance on large bodies of sick in their own houses w*ouhl be 
obviously impracticable, even w^ere it desirable ; on account of the great number of 
assistants required in the straggling city and suburbs of Calcutta, to administer 
treatment, and the cost of such establishment would be enormous. 

6th. Dispensaries at the best afford but uncertain and partial relief, in acute 
disease especially ; because the results of treatment cannot be accurately observed ; 
— the patient gets his medicines by chance, and has such diet and clothing as the 
mistaken notions of friends suggest; or, if indigent, he absolutely wants both. 
Lastly, he returns to the place where he contracted his disease. Of some of the 
best conducted Dispensaries at home it has been said that the patients are “ lost 
sight of ; some remain on the books for years ; no one knows how many are under 
treatment; according to the fancy of the reporter, those who cease to attend arc 
said to be cured, uncured, or discharged for non-attendance.” 

7th. In Calcutta, the very focus of the worst fevers, we have three great Dis- 
pensaries, while no hospital or other institution exists, for the treatment of natives 
suffering from fever and the other diseases incident to a bad climate. 

In Ireland, so often cited, there are besides about 500 Dispensaries, 49 Hospi- 
tals and luiirmaries, and 70 Fever Hospitals. 

lliese institutions are supported partly by annual ament ary grants, 
partly by county presentments, and some portUm hy prirafe contributions.” 

8th- On the question of adding a fever ward to the Native Hospital, I would 
observe — Jst, that such an union is not desirable oil the score or health; 2nd, that 
it w'ould be a dciiarture from the essential (surgical) purpoLOs for which the institu- 
tion was founded ; and iirdly, that the only requisite to the complete efficiency of 
the Native Hospital as a surgical institution is, the removal from it of the medical 
cases that, spite of all we can do, now crowd it and, to a certain degree, contaminate 
the air. 

9th. A Dispensary cannot be rendered a school of practical Medicine or 
Surgery for the instruction of Students. It is in a well ordered Hospital alone that 
a school of practice in either branch can be found ; and unless such an institution 
be established here, it is certain tliat the objects for which the new Medical College 
was founded, must fail of being attained- 

J. R. MARTIN- 

Native Hospital^ Calcutta. April 29, 1837. 
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No. 39. 

])n. J. R. MARTIN. 

1st Mav, 1837. 

Having been called upon by the Committee of the Fever Hospital to give my 
opinion on the Report of the Council of the Medical College, I beg to state as 
follows. — 

1st. That in the first letter, dateil April 9th 1835, submitted by me to the 
Governors of die Native Hospital on the subject of establishing an Institution for 
the cure of the acute diseases of this city, I urged the expediency of making the 
said Institution one of easy access to the Students of the Medical College, on the 
plea, that it is in an Hospital alone they can ever acquire the practical knowledge 
which can render them generally useful,’* &c. To this, I need only add my present 
conviction of the absolute necessity of such an arrangement, towards the completion 
of the objects for which the Medical College was founded. 

2d. That were I to point out the site I consider most eligible, on account of 
its elevation, aspect and exposure, convenience, and suitableness to native pre- 
judices, access to water, &c., that site should be the river-bank; but if we are not 
in condition to clioose in this matter, I would recommend the vicinity of the 
Medical College provided a sufficiency of ground for an Hospital, tanks, and 
shaded walks, be procurable. 

3d. That the nature of the Police Flospital, as described in the report, 
renders it absolutely necessary, the new institution be altogether separate from it, 
so as the two may not by any possibility be mixed together, even in idea, by the 
natives, and lest the character of the new Hospital be thus disparaged or mistaken 
by them. 


4th. That if I rightly understand the latter part of the report, it is proposed 
to furnish the medical aid of the new* Hospital gratuitously. To this I would 
object. I think, at the same time, that every reason is in favor of the proposed 
institutions being placed under the management of the professors of the Medical 
College and no one, that I know of, against such an arrangement. 

J. U. MARTIN. 

Native Hospital^ Calcutta^ April 1837. 
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Dr. J. U. Miirtin, 
Alay, 1637. 


• Idler 

suhiiiittiiig Uic pra|JO- 
sitioii fur u I'ever 
HoMpital and City 
Impruveinruts dated 
9th April, 1833. 
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No. 40. 

Dr. D. Stewart, 
lat May, 

1st May, 1837. 

llrply on the question of the relative advantages of Dispensaries and Hospitals, 

1st. I think that I have on a former occasion submitted an opinion on this 
subject, founded upon observation of the totally distinct though allied uses and 
objects of both Institutions. Dispensaries such as those of Calcutta provide 
merely for the alleviation of disease, very imperfectly for the study of disease, and 
not at all for the treatment of disease in the acute forms peculiar to the Climate-— 
wliile Hospitals in addition to these important objects snperadd the higher aim of 
preventing the diffusion of disease among the healthy: and are allowed to be the 
only schools where disease in all its varieties can be duly studied, and the habit 
ac(|iiired of correctly observing and recording its phenomena, and the effects of 
remedies. 


No. 40. 

Dr. D. STEWART. 


2d. In the latter view and as an essential part of Medical education, nothing 
in my opinion can supersede the multiplied advantages of an Hospital, since there 
alone, as the term itself implies, can Clinical instruction be given with propriety. 
On the proposed site of the new Hospital, and the appointment of Medical Stu- 
dents as Clinical Clerks, Dressers and Apothecaries. 

1st. Tile situation offers many advantages the principal of which is its proxi- 
mity to the native part of the town, as well as to the College. 

2d. The employment of the College youths in the departments named will give 
them an interest in their profession and a practical knowledge of it — not possible 
to obtain otherwise. These situations might be made objects of reward, and of 
competition among them, being held as in the Edinburgh Infirinary, only for six 
or twelve months at a time. 


D. STEWART, Assistant Surgeon. 
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No. 41. 
lat May, 1837. 

RADHAMADIIUB BONERJEE, examinecL 

Q- 1. From your knowledge of the native feeling, prejudices, &c., do 3^ou 
think they would object to the junction of the College and Hospital — there being 
dissection in the College? — A, No. I think not; if walled round and separated 
tliere would be no objection ; tlicy ought not to be in the same compound. 

Q 2. Do you think the poorer classes would have any difficulty In subslilut- 
ing mud huts with tiles for the straw and mat huts now used ? — A. No, it would 
be done by landlords. 

Q. 3. Would it increase the expense ? — A. Yes, but the lower classes would 
be willing to pay the difference. 

Q. 4. Do you think they have any objection on the score of health ? — A, No, 
they do not regard tlie heat, they make tiled houses wlienevcr they can aih^rd it. 

Q. .5. Are not many of the lower classes themselves the owners of the houses ? 
— A, Yes, but the landlords will advance. If not they can plaster the mats, which 
is done at a very siiiali expense. 

Q. 0. What is the difference of expense ?—-/f. A straw hut will cost 12 
Rupees, a tiled hut about 15. The best kind of straw (Ooloo) is nearly as dear as 
tiles. 


Nu. 41. 

UadhamAilliub Boa- 
<rjrc, 

1st Mu\, ls37. 
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No. 42, No. 42. 

Dr II. H.iiwuXvyv, ~“ 

May 8, 1837. JVfay 8, 1837. 

Dn. 11. H. GOODEVE, examined. 

Q, 1. With reference to your proposal as to the union of the Fever Hospi- 
tal with the Medical Collep;c the Government have referred Mr. Hare’s letter to us 
to enquire whether the proposed Hospital can be established near the College, have 
you examined the ground and brought any plan ? — A. Yes, I have examined the 
ground and brought a plan made by Captain Fitzgerald for buildings capable of 
acconiuiodating 500 patients. There should be three buildings with six wards to 
each, for ditferent classes of patients, viz. one for the superior class, another for the 
lower class, and the third for women. Each building to be 60 feet by 100, and each 
ward 60 by 35, all pucka and two stories — they will cost about 60,000 Rupee.s — they 
may be built for 50,000, with the materials of the present Police Hospital belonging 
to Government. 1 would make no enlargement on the sides, hut build upon the top 
(a rough id (tn delivered y which after imped ion wa$ returned with a retiucst to sejid in 
a correct plan of the ground and estimate,) 

Q. 2. It has been suggested that the vicinity of the Medical College would be 
disliked by the natives, what is your opinion in that respect, and what means have 
you of overcoming native prejudices ? — A. 1 have made great many inquiries and I 
do not think the natives will have any objection provided the Hos])ital is separated 
from the College by a wall, ^ sufiicient dividing wall should be built to prevent access. 

Q. 3. Will Captain Fitzgerald give a figured estimate, as your statement is 
too general and loose ?~A. He is to give one to the Professors. As soon as he docs 
so, 1 shall be able to send it; it will take some little lime. The statement I have 
given above is merely from a rough calculation of his ; f the Secretary to the General 
Committee was desired to write to Captain Fitzgerald for an estimate. ) 

Q. 4. Without a Hospital there will be no benefit to the College? — A. 
There can be no doubt that the College is comparatively useless without it. 

Q. 5. What are the difficulties as to the Clinical instructions now ? — A. The 
want of Clinical patients in the neighbourhood. The Hospitals are too far and 
would cause a neglect of other duties in the College. 

Q. 6. What other difficulties are there? — A. I see none; if wc had a Hospi- 
tal in the neighbourhood, we are prepared to give Clinical instruction, as there is a 
Clinical Professor : ( Answer by Dr. O'ShaughnessyJ there might be a difficulty for 
a Professor lecturing in a Hospital to which he was wot attached. 

Q. 7. It is supposed that the patient would have no objection? — A. The 
lower orders would have none. 
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Q. 8. Is it only the lower orders that would come to the llospital? — A. 
There are a great number of natives of higher caste^ poor. 

Q, 9. The Police Hospital does not alFord subjects for Clinical lectures 

No. 

Q. 10 . What are the number of patients in the Police Hospital?— Eighty 
to one hundred. 

Q. 11 . When do you think Captain Fitzgerald would be able to send the 
Estimate ? — A, In about a week. 

Q. 12. There is no question that the junction would be beneficial to the 
College ? — A. No question whatever. 

Q. 13. Have 5 'ou made any Estimate of other expenses attendant on the 
Hospital, in setting it going? — A, Yes. It appears to me that it would not cost 
less than one thousand rupees per month for two hundred patients, calculating diet 
at two annas per day. 1 will send in a detailed Estimate for two hundred patients. 

Q. 14i. Do you include the salaries?— ji. This will include the salary of the 
resident Surgeon, no other expenses I have reckoned. We have ofiered to give 
Clinical instruction, the Professors would give* their services gratis. 

Q. 15. Will you be so good as to put on paper the exact position of your 
plan as you have worked out in your Estimates, and send it to the Committee ?— 
A, Yes, 1 will do so. 

Q. 16. W^hat is your opinion as to the utility of Dispensaries as compared 
with an Hospital? How arc the poor to be relieved — in which way is the Medical 
relief to be afli>rded ? — A, Generally I would say an Hospital is far more useful and 
desirable in this country than Dispensaries, because in the latter you lose sight of 
your patic'nts. In Dispensaries you may give Medicine to 500 patients, but you 
do not know whether they take it or attend to the directions given to them as to 
food, time of taking Medicine, &c. See, all of which is watched in an Hospital, 
and severe acute cases cannot be treated at all. In Calcutta, Dispensaries alTord 
little relief except in Surgical cases. Dispensaries in England are very useful : 
f Atiswer by Dr, O* Shaughnessy ) but have never superseded Hospitals. 

Q. 17. Do you think Dispensaries more useful in Europe — in Ireland for 
instance? — A, Yes, a very different class of patients attends there: {£>r, O.) it 
would be impossible to attend severe acute cases from a Dispensary. 

Q. 18. The two great questions are whether greater relief is afforded by 
Dispensaries or Hospitals and the advantage of Clinical lectures for the instruction, 
to young Medical men. Your College is not for Calcutta alone but ibr India, will 
you put your’s and Dr. O’Sliaughnessy’s opinions on paper ?— Yes, we will do so. 


No. 4a. 

Dr. H. H. Goodevis, 
May H, 1637. 
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No. 43. 

8tli May, 1837. 

IIAMCOMUL SEN, examined. 

Q. 1. The laic fires in Calcutta ha\e caused destruction of property to a 
consiilcrable extent, and the Ctovernor General lias asked us to report upon the 
case, 'rhe Chief Magistrate seems to have some objection to compel the people 
by law to build lints with mud walls and tiled roofs instead of mat walls and straw 
roofs, what ilo you think is the diflerence of value between these two sorts of huts ? 
— A. There are three dilferent kinds of mud walled huts — the 1st, mud w^all built 
trom the foundation to the eilge of the chopper, gradually sloping ; this sort of wall 
cannot be erected in Calcutta, tlic soil is not suited for it. The 2d, Chitta^berra^ 
made of Jjaiuboo branches covered with mud. This is also objectionable here on ac- 
count oftl.e dampness of* Calcutta being more than that of the Mofussil ; 3d, Gurran 
sticks covered with cow' dung and clay. This kind will answer the piirposi'. belter, 
last long iuul is not liable to lire. The diflerence of expense is comparatively small, 
the only diflerence is in the value of tiles. Formerly straw was very cheap, now^ it is 
very dear, and iherelbie the people in building huts use common straw called lleech- 
ally, which lasts only twelve months; one diflerence is in making the frame, which 
for a tiled hut requires to be made stroifger and closer. These sticks may be used and 
the tiles [ireserved for 30 or 40 years, so, though dearer at the beginning, they are 
cheaper in the end, but the dilliculty is in finding ready money for the expense of 
building. 

Q. 2. What is the expense ? — .4, It must de|)erid upon the sort of hut erect- 
ed. There arc choppers from twelve annas to five rupees and ten rupees. The 
money is recjuired to be laid out all at once. The belter sort of huts require time 
U) be built, the tiles cannot always be had here— they are imported from Barrack- 
pore, &c. 

Q. 3. What do you suppose is the diflerence of cost between the tiled and 
straw huts of the same dinieusious ? — A. The diflerence in the cost of straw and 
tiles. The diirereuce between strong substantial straw huts and tiled huts, I should 
estimate at 50 per cent, i. e., if the one cost ten rupees the other will cost fifteen* 
'J'he mats and sticks are spoilt ia twelve months. 

Q. 4. What is flic feeling of the natives as to the preference for the sake of 
convenience, health, cleanliness, &c. Have they any prejiuliee ? — A. They would 
have tiled huts if they could afford it, there is no objection in regard to filthiness, 
people living in such huts care little for dirt. I think they all prefer tiled huts ; 
people who live in those huts are out the greater part of the day and do not regard 
the heat. They have no })rejudicc or feeling save the diHerence of expense. Straw 
huts properly thatched are cooler and keep out rain, cold and dust better than 
tiled ones, but being more liable to fin*. 
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Raniromnl Sru, 
iMa) lb37. 
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Q. 5. Then you tlnnk the expense is the sole preference Certainly, 
I think the tiled huts are {rradually increasing; formerly there were three-fourths 
of the huts in town straw built, now there are more than lialf tiled. 


No. 43. 

Kaniifimul Son, 
Monday, May 8, 1837. 


Q. 6. Do you know the proportions of tlie huts, built by the landlords and 
the occupiers ?— ^4. T.here are three classes; 1st, huts built by the proprietors of 
land; 2nd, land being rented by an individual he builds liuts to be lc?t ; and 3d, 
the land being rented by the ryots at a small charge they build huts at their own 
expense; this class is the largest proportion, more than half. I would say two- 
thirds. 


Q. 7. Then the expen.se of building in case of compulsory law would fall on 
the poorer classes ? — A Certainlj it would fall upon the tenants, the poorer class 
and not upon the richer, and it would be considered a forcible measure. 

Q. 8. Do you think the feelings of the native.s would be opposed to such a 
law ? — Not of those who could afford, they would biiild, the poorer part would 
leave Calcutta and go into the Suburbs, and clsewliere. 

Q. 9. Would not the proprietors of land suffer a loss of rent then? — A, I 
think the loss would be temporary, they would return again and build in Calcutta 
when able to do it. 


Q. 10. Wliat do you think of the expediency of passing such a law?— I 
think it would be very hard upon poor people, who cannot afford the expenses, if 
such law is passed generally, but if partially, it w ill not be so, I mean w here there 
may be ))ucka houses or a number of tiled houses, building of straw huU there may 
be prohibited. 

Q. 11. Is not the evil complained of now, that pucka hoases are destroyed by 
the neighbourhood of stiw huts? — A. Yes, by the late /ires more piickn houses 
are burnt than I have ever known before; I would not build a pucka house near 
such huts. 

Q. 12. Would the poor go into the Suburbs because they could erect there 
huts cheaper, and would not that lead to the landlords building tiled houses ? — A. 
Yes, they would go into tlie Suburbs because they could build at cheaper rates ; if 
such law is established that proprietors may build tiled houses in the most populous 
part, such as the border of public roads, ba/ars, &c. and let to advantage ; tiiat 
in the Suburbs I do not think they would lay out money for building tiled houses, 
but only build straw huts, and it would only be removing the evil to the Suburbs. 

Q. 13. We want to know whether the landlord would build tiled houses 
seeing the Ryots going out of his land ?—A. I would not ; if I have land, I would 
rather let it out to the ryots to build their own houses, than build upon it myselfi 
as in case of proprietory buildings, the tenants have no interest in them and they 
frequently run away and the rent is lost ^ 

•a 
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No. 43. 

Kamcomul Srii, 
Monday, May 8, 1837, 


Q. 14. State your opinion as to the expediency of sucli a law? — A. It would 
be expedient to introduce a partial law dividing the I'own into districts^ and ap- 
pointing Committees wiili discretionary power to decide whether straw huts may 
be built at a certain place or not, and that no man should build a hut without tiic 
authority of the Di.^trict Committee, but if a general law is introduced to prohibit 
the erection of straw huts it will be very hard. In places where there are no pucka 
buildings the effect of such a hiw would be very hard, such as in Bamunbustec, and 
the ryots would leave the place. 

Q. 15. Then you think a partial regulation would be expedient under 
Committees? — A. Yes, where prohibition with regard to situation and circumstance 
is inexpedient. 

Q. 16. How should these Committees exercise their discretion? — A. The 
Committees arc to act under the authority of the Police. 

Q. 17. Won’t (hat be inconvenient, and what are the Committees to do ?— 
A, The C’ommidoes should act under the authority of Government where there 
arc a number of tiled luits or pucka buildings, they will authorize no .straw huts to 
be built there, nor in a direction likely to communicate or extend fire, should it 
break out. The Committees being resulents would know their own interests and 
act accordingly. 

Q. 18. Then your opinion is against the general compulsory law, but you 
would vest the discretion of proliibiting to committees of inhabitants i — A. Yes. 

Q. 19. Do you know the amount of property destroyed by tlie late fires ? — A. 
It is impossible to ascertain it, but 1 should think it is over stated in the papers. 1 
have observed the property being removed on the alarm of fire, upon several occasions. 

Q. 20. What do you estimate the average loss to a family ? — A. I think 
each family must have lost 20 to 30 ils. ; no, that is loo much, I think 10 Us. the 
most, exclusive of the value of the huts. 

Q. 21. There is a proposition before the Committee of District Cliaritable 
Society to raise money by subscription to relieve the sufferers by fire, suppose the 
Committee raise a large sura, do you think that if that money was properly dis- 
tributed a compulsory law might be enacted ? — A. I do not think the subscription 
will amount to such a sum, that you can afford relief to all to enable them to erect 
tiled huts. 


Q. 22. Suppose the subscription is raised to the amount of 30,000 rupees ? 
— A. I do not think it will be raised to that extent, that will enable you to give 
relief to the people to build tiled huts throughout Calcutta and the adjacent places, 
and unless the whole is tiled, 1 mean rebuilding those destroyed by fire, and 
changing the remaining straw huts for tiles, the safety and security of the former 
will be nominal, and the danger is not removed. 
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Q. 23. Supposing that difficulty Is overcome would you agree to o compul- 
sory law By no means. I think a compulsory law ought not to be enacted 

under any circumstances, because straw huts and temporary houses composed of 
combu.stible materials, are often erected even by rich people, which cannot be 
prevented. 

Q. 24. Would tiled houses add to the insalubrity of the place ? — A. Con- 
siderably, unless they are made sufficiently apart, having space for ventilation of 
air, and the mud requisite for their houses is supplied, they excavate holes which 
remain full of stagnated water, and gradually filled up by filth. 

Q. 25. Then you think that without proper sewerage and drainage it would 
cause uiihealthiness?—yf. Yes, unless the cutting of the hole is prevented. Besides 
tiled houses are built so close together, that in many places a free circulation of air 
is often prevented. 

Q. 26. Then perhaps fires are necessary to keep.the town healthy ?— >1. If 
I am not mistaken the dampness with which the air is impregnated is destroyed, 
and the unhealthiness is in some degree removed by fire. My medical friend sitting 
before me (Dr. Jackson) will be able to give an opinion better than I can ofier. 

Q. 27. In Captain Birch’s plan he proposes to Government to compel the 
landlords to lay out their ground, do you see any objection to that?— That 
depends on the value of the ground, the proposition cannot be carried into effect in 
nil the divisions of the town. The huts must be built to the occupier’s convenience ; 
but unless something of this kind is done the town can never be beautified. I would 
be content to leave this to the Committees of inhabitants. 

Q. 28. In the Committee of the District Charitable Society the sum raised is 
contemplated to be distributed in loans amongst the sufferers under the management 
of Native Committees, do yon think they will be able to protect against fraud, 
&c.? — A. I do not think it safe to lend the money; you may make donations at 
once ; there are some obstacles ; there are people who are able to build tiled houses, 
but do not because they often change their habitations, and some are not station- 
ary there, living in hired land, will not pay its rent, and the huts will go to the 
payment of the ground rent, so the loan will be lost. 

Q. 29. That would perhaps induce them to have a fire next year, what part 
do you think of huts burnt would be made of tile by the people themselves ? — yl. 
About one-tenth. 

Q. 30. It is proposed by the Council of the Medical College that there 
should be an union between that institution and the proposed Fever Hospital, is 
there any objection to that ? — A» The proposed Hospital is intended for Hindus 
and the superior class of natives, and the arrangement must therefore be different 
from the ordinary rules of a public Hospital, 1 think it is very objectionable. 
The natives will have prejudices, if it is joined to the College^ 
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Q. 31. Suppose the Fever Hospital is separated from the College by a wall? 
—A, There would be an objection still, the impression, that it was the site of the 
Police Hospital, will not be removed for a long time, the horror of dissection is great, 
and no man will allow himself to be an object for the instruction of the pupils of 
the College ; people will think it is not for the cure of the patients, but for the 
benefit of the pupils. 

Q. 33. Then you think it would be inexpedient to unite the two In.stitiitions ? 
— I think the Hospital ought not to be united with any establishment of the kind ; 
it ought to be a distinct institution by itself. The natives would not like the body of 
students to come about them. People for whom it is intended would not like to go 
there. It is well known, that they would rather die in want of medical aid or lose 
the chance of recovery, than go to a public hospital where their feelings and pre- 
judices are not attended. 

Q. 33. Do you know that the natives like to be. visited when sick by a crow'd 
of visitors ? — A. They like their friends and relations to come, and one or two at a 
time. 

Q. 34'. How would you give scientific and practical knowledge to the 
students ol the College? — A. They have access to the Dispensaries, and the Police, 
Kative and General Hospitals ; and they may visit the proposeil ehtublisliment two 
or three at a time, to learn the practice, and after they have finished their collegiate 
studies, they may be attached to any of these establishments for a fixed time, and 
have practical knowledge, &c. 

Q. 35. Does not this objection apply to the present Native Hospital ? — A. 
The present Native Ho.spital has patients mostly belonging to the lower class of 
natives, they are servants of Europeans, and sent by tb.e Police ; they are helpless 
while ill the Hospital, and are obliged to submit to one rule, I believe what is 
applicable to all, and therefore people do not go there so much as they would 
otherwise. If the practice and rules of the Native Hospital he fully introduced to 
the Fever Institution, I am afraid the object will fail ; my ideas are always for 
moderation. I do not like to be defeated when I can help it. The natives do not 
yet know nor understand an Hospital well, and whatever is done regarding it ought 
to be done with caution consulting their feelings. 
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Multyloll Sp.i 1 , 
Monday, May 8, i637. 

Q. 1. You have heard llamconiul Sen’s evidence, do you agree in his 
estimate respecting the difference of expense for building a tiled and a straw hut ? 

• — A, Yes, it is about fdiy per cent. 

Q. 2. What do you think of the propriety of passing a compulsory law ? 

A. I think such law would be very hard upon the poor. 

Q. 3. What do you think of it, with the modification of vesting a discretion- 
ary authority in a Committee to determine who sliall build, and where, and who not 
.and win* re not? — J. This would answer. There ought to be a Committee with 
tli-crelionary jHJwer to allow the building; they should not allow straw huts to be 
built where t.liere are a number of tiled huts, and in such a .situation as would convey 
the fire soiitli wind to other buildings, and no straw huts should be allowed to 
be built near pucka buildings. 

Q. 4<. Wlio would compose the Committee? — /I. Men of intelligence and 
respectability. 

Q. o. Would you join Europeans in the Committee ?— /I. It Is unnecessary 
— but there i.s no harm to join them. 

Q. ( 1 . Do you think a sufficient number of wcaltliy and intelligent natives in 
the different divisions would form them.sclve.« into a Coriiniittee and take interest in 
tlie matter ? — A. Yes, they would. 

Q. 7. Have you any thing more to say about the huts ? — A. I will send my 
opinion in writing — in general 1 agree with Ramcomul Sen — where 1 differ I will 
slate it. 

Q. 8. What do you think of placing the Fever Hospital near the Medical 
College, the Police Hospital being removed ? — A. There will be no objection to it. 

Q. 9. You do not agree with Ramcomul Sen in that point ? — A. No, not at 
all, where can you find a better place. 

Q. 1 0. Would the sick natives object to a Doctor of tlie College seeing 
them with three or four of his Hindu pupils ^ — A. No, not in the least. 

Q. 11. Then they would have no objection to the Doctor giving lectures at 
their bedside ?—A, Not the lea.st. Those who would go to the Hospital will have no 
objection on these points, and for this objection they w'ould never leave the Hospital. 

Q. 12. Do you think they would not prefer seeing their countrymen 
attending on them ?— 4. Certainly, they W 9 uld be very glad. 
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MUTTYLOLL SEAL, examined. 
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T4o. 45. 

Baboo Kadakiiison 
Dynark, 

Monday, May 8, 1837. 

Q. 1. You have heard the evidence of llamcomul Sen and Muttjdoll Sea), 
what is your opinion respecting a compulsory law for building tiled huls instead of 
straw ones? — A. I think a general compulsory law would be unjust. 

Q. 2. What do you think of a partial law as ))roposed by llamcomul Sen ? — 
A, Under the modihcd plan 1 think it would answer, that is, not allowing strxiw 
huts to be built near pucka buildings or near a number of tiled huts. 

Q. 3. Would you impose any other rest fiction ? — /I. No other but a discre- 
tion to the Committee. 

Q. I, What do you think as toplacing the proposed Fever Hospital near 
the Medical College ? — A. Those who object to going to the Hospital will always 
object, but the others will not care 

Q. 5. Do not many natives object to taking European Medicine ? — A> Yes. 
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Monday, May 8, 1837. 
BABOO RADAKISSEN BYSACK, 


Nu. 4A. 

Ruswmoy Dutt and 

DwurkanauiUT.'iKore, 

lllli May, lb37. 

1. It appears to us that it is absolutely necessary to adopt some measure 
to put a slop to the destruction of property and life by annual conflagrations. The 
late fires have destroyed considerable property and iti many instances lives. 

2. We think a legislative enactment either prohibiting, generally, the erection 
and existence of straw huts within the town, or vesting district committees of 
inhabitants with discretionary power to allow or refuse them at any place they 
may think proper, or imposing additional tax on straw huts, is the only remedy to 
remove the evil. 

3. Wc do not think Captain Birch’s proposition of laying out ground and 
building kutclia pucka dwellings would answer~sitck buildings can only be erected 
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at the expense of the landowners, but the capital required would be large, and 

there will be no adequate return by rent to meet the intereht on the sum laid out. 

* Ku'.soinoy Dutt and 

4. We think huts walled with branch bamboos, covered witli cowdung and 
clay, and roofed with tile, being less expensive and full proof against fire would 
answ'er better. 

5. The expense of building such tiled huts will be about fifty per cent, 
higher than straw ones ; but the former would be stronger and more durable, and 
therefore, though this additional expense would be incurred in the first instance, it 
may be cheaper, or the difterence will not be great in the end, and moreover the 
burthen will not be much felt by the poorer class. The people who build upon 
llieir ground, and those who rent ground with a view of building huts thereon to 
be let to others for profit, would not feel much difticulty in raising the money. 

The proposed law w'ould oblige the landlord generally to advance to the poor 
ryot, who rents a small piece of ground to build his owm dwelling upon (as is the 
prevailing custom in most places) rather than allow him to quit, and tiie small 
increase of rent or interest will not be felt by the poor ryot. 

6. The causes of fires we think are spontaneous ignition and carelessness — 
but certainly not incendiarii^m.. 

7. We think no effectual relief could be afforded to the poor class by the 
Government, charitable societies, or individuals, to enable them to build tiled 
huts, without the compulsory law we have noticed, as those that will not receive 
pecuniary asssistance would still be at liberty to build any sort of hut they like, 
and more especially those who build upon their own ground, and this with the 
existing straw huts will at once frustrate the object of the relief. 

8. The natives prefer the tiled hut (though it is not so comfortable in all res- 
pects as the straw hut) because they consider it a more decent habitation — and 
they would therefore make such building as soon as they can afford to do no — so 
there is a feeling in its favour. 

9. From our own observations and from statements of people living in tiled 
lints, wc cannot discover that they are more unhealthy than the straw huts, nor do 
we think that tiled huts would in any way increase the filthiness of the town. They 
should of course be built at proper distances from each other, and in more regular 
form or square. The hole which will be necessary to be cut for the clay would 
be soon filled up by the sweepings (dust) of the town, at the disposal of the 
Overseers of the Conservancy department. 

10. We have observed a considerable increase of tiled huts within the last few 
years. 

11. With reference to the 2nd paragraph, wc think the proprietors of exist- 
ing straw huts should be entitled to remuneration. 

RUSSOMOY DUTT. 

DWAllKANAUTIl TAGORE. 

\ 


nth May, 1837. 
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No. 47 A. 

Loiter of T rade 
AsM^ciatiou, 

10th May, lb37. 

To W. C. HURRY, Use. 

Secrcfari/ Municipal Committee. 
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1 5th May, 1837. 

TnADii Association on Municipal Government. 


Sir, 


III accordance with the wish expre.sseil in your letter of the 28th 
ultimo, tliat the Coininittee of the Trade As.sociation should ilirni.sh your Com- 
mittee with their su^^^cstioiis, or a jdan embracing the better regulation of the 
municipal afliiirs of Calcutta, I am authorised to state tlieir unanimous opinion, 
that the present method of assessment and disbursement by Government of the 
inuntcipal funds, cannot but be unsatisfactory to the assessed, so long as they have 
no voice in the election of the public odicers who control the levying and the 
expenditure of those fund -, especially intended for the comfort and tlie safety of the 
inhabitants and the salubrity of the City of Calcutta. 

With a view to placing the Municipal afiairs of Calcutta on a popular and 
satisfactory footing, the Committee of the Trade Association beg respectfully to 


I. — That the Court of Quarter Sessions be called iiito active operation as a 
Court of Appeal, as well as for sanctioning tlic levying of the As.scssnient and the 
controlling of all Municipal affairs. 

II. — That the Court consist of the Chief Miigistrate as Chairman, and of all 
gentlemen holding His Majesty’s Commission of the Peace us Members. 

III. — That the Court of Requests be considered a.s a Municipal Court and 
its Commissioners elected by the householders amuially — to be eligible for re-elec- 
tion. 


IV. — That the Police of the City be entrusted to the Cliief Magistrate, four 
Police Magistrates, and a Superintendent, ns at present, but to be elected annually 
by the householders, and to be eligible for re-election. 


V. — That the Conservancy of the City be entrusted to four Commissioners, 
to be similarly elected, with Magisteriaf powers and summary jurisdiction in all 
matters relating to Conservancy affairs— subject to appeal to the Court of Quarter 
Sessions. 
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Vr.— That the Assessment Funds, the Ahharrec, the Lottery Fund, the 
surplus Fines levied at the Police and Court of Requests, and any other local and ^ 

municipal funds, be placed under the inariaoremont of the Police and Conservancy TraOr* Aw^cL 
Departments, through the medium of a Town Receiver or Treasurer, subject 
only to the control of His Majesty’s Justices in Court of Quarter Session 
assembled. 


VI I. — That a Charter of Incorporation be granteil to the inhabitants of 
Calcutta, empowering them to elect their own Magistrates, Commissioners, Depu- 
ties and Assistants. 

VIII. — That the City be divided into four divisions, subdivided into wards ; 
each division having an Alderman, (or Honorary Magistrate) a Police Magistrate, 
a Conservancy Commissioner, a Deputy Alderman and an Assistant Commissioner, 
with suitable establishments. 

IX. — The Police Magistrates, the Conservancy' Commissioners to be paid — 
the Aldermen, Deputies and Assistants to be honorary. 

X. — The election of the Aldermen, Police Magistrates and Conservancy 
Commissioners, to be submitted for approval to the Governor General in Council, 
who should possess a veto; which, if cxercise<l, a new election should take place. 

XT, — The above named ofiicers to be elected by householders, paying a 

monthly rent of Conq)aiiy’s rupees, or upwards, or living in houses, their 

own property, of equal value. 

XII. — That the Suburbs of Calcutta, from the lowest house in Garden 
Reach, to the highest house at Cossipore, two or three (or more) miles inland 
inclusive, be formed either into a separate Corporation — or be joined to Calcutta, 
by extending the boundaries. Garilen Reach, Allipore, Entally and Cossipore, 
might each form a division, as in Calcutta, witli Aldermen, Magistrates, Commis- 
sioners, and, if necessary, Deputies and Assistants as in the City. The Suburbs, to 
be subject, of course, to Assessment, which would cover the Conservancy and 
nightly watch ; but it would be necessary for the Government to grant allowances, 
to the Magistrates, if they were appointed and paid like the City Magistrates, but 
on lower salaries, say five hundred or six hundred per mensem. 

If a plan founded on the above suggestions should be recommended by the 
Municipal Committee and approved by Government, the Committee of the 'I'rade 
Association are prepared to enter more particularly into detail, as tlie subject has 
been frequently under their consideration ; but they are not desirous, at present, to 
obtrude further on the attention of the Municipal Committee, nor until they are 
called upon to do so. 

The Committee of the Trade Association beg to express their conviction that 
no difficulty would be found in inducing inhabitants, of jhe middling class of 
society, for whom alone they speak, to exercise the liberties conferred on them of 

D 2 
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choosing their own Magistrates^ Commissioners, &c. and of aspiring to such of 
the offices, whether honorary or paid, as they might be deemed eligible to fill. 

I am requested to offer, personally, any further explanations of the sentiments 
of the Committee of the Trade Association, of which I am ex-officio Chairman, 
and to .state that should evidence be further reejuired, I can submit the names of 
persons qualified to afford the information desired. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most obdient Servant, 

(Signed) R. S. THOMSON, 

Masltr^ Calcutta Trade Association. 


No. 47. 

11th May, 1837. 

MUTTY LOLL SEAL. 

The humble remarks and observations of Muttj/ Loll Seal on the subject of affording 
relief to the sufftra's by the late disastrous and extensive Jircs In the various 
parts of the Town of Calcutta as voelL as ofi the mode if reconstructing their 
houses so as to preverU in a great measure ( if total prevention he impracticable ) 
the recurrence of similar calamities in future within the precincts of' the 
Town (f Calcutta. 

1. It is highly inexpedient and dangerous that there should be thatched 
huts Mrithin the town, and that in order to obviate the frequent annual occurrence 
of conflagration, it is essentially indispensable that the habitations of the poorer 
portion of the inhabitants should be invariably constructed with less ignitible 
materials than they appear hitherto to have been built of, namely, with mud walls 
and tiled roofs, but as a sufficient quantity of earth cannot be available in Calcutta 
without considerable expense, labour and difficulty, I would beg to suggest that 
wattle and dab may be used, prepared with clay and cowdung and a little entire 
earth ; but in cases where the latter article could be obtained in abundance the 
walls ought to be wholly erected of that substance ; it strikes me that were the 
Committee to exert themselves in contriving vehicles of cheap conveyance, clay 
could be transported in large quantities from the Suburbs at a much comparatively 
diminished expense. 

2. 1 think the construction of a house in the mode above suggested would 
cost fifty per cent, over and above the amount which . would be expended in 
building a thatched one. 
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9. That pfopnetCTs of lands find it vary inconvenient to take upon themselves 
the biirtlmn of erecting; tiled houses upon their tenanted grounds on the plan 
pointed out in the first paragraph, at their own cost, because the expense wliich 
must necessarily be incurred in the erection and repairing of such houses could not 
be reimbursed by the rents which they would yield, besides which the proprietors 
have another serious objection to the incurring of this additional expense, viz. 
the insecurity of rents which must thereby result from the tenants having no 
proprietary right in the materials of their habitations, which they may quit at any 
time without pa^^ing tlie arrears of rent due by them to tlieir landlords, thus 
entailing on the latter an inevitable loss of many months rent, which the proprie- 
tors could not recover without subjecting themselves to further expenses and 
considerable trouble and vexation, whereas by the present system they ore wholly 
exempted from all this, as they have now sufficient security in the huts which iiave 
been erecteil at the cost of the tenants. Independent of the above reasons many of 
the landholders do not possess the means for such outlay. 

4. There are still in the various quarters of the tqwn both thatched and tiled 
huts, and in some parts the proportion of the former is much greater than that of 
the latter. It is therefore highly desirable that the whole of these should have 
tiled roofs and wattle and dab walls as above. 

5. That landowners ought on the rc-construction of burnt huts to leave 
sufficient open space for the convenience of the passage of the tenantry, as well as 
for the purpose of preventing the accumulation of dirt in their habitations, which 
will not only tend to the more comfortable ingress and egress of the tenants, but 
be conducive to their health. It Is expedient that the landowners should be 
restrained from demanding of their tenantry any pecuniary contribution for this 
necessary and humane occomniodation of their tenants. The length and breadth of 
this open space may be determined by the Committee with due reference to local 
circumstances. 

6. In my humble opinion it would be an act of justice and benevolence that 
the really poor and destitute tenants should be exempted from the obligation of 
re-building their habitations at their own cost, which their present unprecedented 
forlorn condition would not admit of; under such circumstances the requisite 
means ought to be supplied either by the Government, or from the Subscription 
Funds as it may be deemed most expedient and equitable by the Committee. 

7- The solvent tenants ought not to be allowed to draw from the Subscription 
Funds the means of re-building their abodes, as they ore fully able to bear the 
expense from their own resources. In order to be able to draw an accurate and 
just line of distinction between tlie really needy and destitute tenants and those 
who are not so, it is necessary that the Committee should empower the members in 
whose neighbourhood they may appear to have been domiciled to institute the 
necessary scrutiny on this head, and I am sure no imposition could then be 
practised successfully or remain undetected. 
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8. That a legislative ciiactment be passed preventing all parties, whether 
owners of land or tenants, f'r<itn erecting huts of mats with thatched roofs within 
the limits of Calcutta, and that the Inspectors appointed by the Committee inform 
tliemselves as to tlie parties re-building being able to defray the expense between 
mats and thatched roofs, and wattle and dab and tiled roofs, assisting such as arc 
not able from a fund, provided cither by Government or private subscription, or 
both, that the same may be applied to all mat huts with thatched roofs notwithstand- 
ing, which ought to be altered in the mode recommended above us soon as 
possible. 


9. I think the opinion that all tiled houses arc more unhealthy than thatched 
ones is founded in gross error, and 1 am borne out in this allegation by positive facts, 
viz. that 1 have witnessed and still am witnessing hundreds of individuals living in 
tiled houses for years and years in the immediate vicinity of my residence, but 1 do 
not remember upon any occasion to have observed a greater degree of sickiiCdS 
prevailing amongst them than among the inmates of thatched houses. 

10. I do not consider it expedient that pecuniary loans should be made to 
the needy and destitute sulTerers cither by Government or from the Subscription 
Funds, the reason of my discouraging such loans arises from a conviction that they 
could nevei at any time be recoverable from the parties, for people of this class 
generally maintain themselves and their families with great dilficulty and privation 
and are often nevertheless involved in debt ; under these circumstances 1 w^ould 
beg leave to recommend that the pecuniary accommodations be given to them 
rather in the shape of donations than loans.— -Lastly, 1 should wish to suggest that 
in every neighbourhood two of its respectable native inhabitants and an European 
gentleman be selected and appointed Inspectors Ibr the purpose of carrying 
into operation the resolutions of the Coniinittce, touching the iuture mode of 
constnicling tiled houses in every part of the town. 


Calcutta^ \Wi 1837. 


MUTTY LOLL SEAL. 
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No. 48. 

C . K. Itohison, 
iHlIi May, 1837. 

V. Iv. IIOBISON’, Esq. exiuninciL 

Q 1. You me perliap.s aware that Committee is enquiring into the present 
mode of levyin£v, collcclinir and aj)propruitin^ the House and Abkuree 'Fax. In 
looking over the items of the E.stubli.shnient.s of the Division Magistrates’ Oflice.s 
there appears to be a difference in aniuunb in each Office, Mr. Blaqniere’s and 

Mr. McMahon’s arc larger than the other two, can yon slate how that arises ? A, I 

do not know this to be the fact, but wlieii the former Department system of the 
Police was changed into the present Di\ision system, the native establUhments were 
not interfered with as affected salaries, and on certain \vritei\s being allotted to each 
Division Magistrate, thost? with highest salarie.s may have gone to Mr. BJa(]uiere 
as Senior Magistrate, "riiere was no interitioii d dillerence, but the salaries of old 
servants coulil not be altered. Vacancies have in some cases, as I learn, been since 
filled up with persons at lower salaries, "rhe situation of tbe lntcrpivte*r of the 4th 
Division lately becoming vacant, a Mr. Crow w'a.s appointed by Mr. McMahon at 
rupees one hundred and fifty per inontb, tbe former salary was Company’s llupees 
two hundred and sixty-one and four annas. 

Q. 2. W hat is your opinion as to the diminution of the number of 
Magistrate.s ?— I have always said that Calcutta should be divided into three 
Divisions instead of four, I have given an opinion already to Government that three 
districts or wards would be sufficient, and that opinion is still unchanged. 

Q, 3. Do you include a River Police in that ? — A. I staled to the Police 
Committee in 1S29 and I am still strongly impressed w ith the belief that it would lie 
a great convenience to have a separate Magi.strate for the shipping, with jurisdic- 
tion on both banks of the river— (separate jurisdictions would prevent the detection 
of plunderers,) and I think the River Magistrate should have extended summary 
power, have a separate office near the river, and he should be always in atlendanee 
there. 1 am of this opinion from a knowledge of the great loss sustained by owners 
and masters of ships, from any delay in the decision of their ca.scs ; leading to abaiiN 
donment of prosecution, and con.scquent escape of the most determined offenders— 
all Lighters or Bhurs should be registered and numbered. 

Q. 4. In your estimate of three Divisions do you include the River Police { 

— Am Yes, I committed my sentiments upon the Resolutions ol Governmeiit, which 
embrace this subject in the shape of a Minute to the Chief Magistrate in December 
1830, and in a letter to Mr. ^Secretary Mangles of 30lh July 1830 — above 
papers delivered.) 
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Q. 5. Do you think that three Divisions would be sufficient, including the 
River Police ?— >4. I am inclined to adhere to the opinion before given, that the 
River Police should be separate. I would have a fourth Magistrate, but 1 do not 
think that the whole expense of this establishment should be defrayed out of the 
House Tax, to which the shipping does not contribute in any fair proportion. 

Q. (5. Do you think that the towm may be divided Into two Divisions under 
two Magistrates, the third being employed in the duties of the iliver Police ? — A. 

1 think the? whole duties <»f the Land Police could not he performed by two Magis- 
trates in case of sickness oi' one of them. With three, I think the absence of one 
occai^ionally would not interrupt duties. 

Q. 7. Some of the Magistrates employ their time in other occupations ? — A. 
This has been the system. The Magistrates should have sufficient salaries, without 
holdin. 1 ,^ other offices, and be always at llitir posts — there are now five Magistrates 
and there were seven formerly. 

Q. 8. Rut they are not there. Mr. Blaqiiiere, Mr. O’lJanloii anil Mr. 
McMahon have other occupations, if you can dispone with the attendance of 
those, w hy cannot you reduce the number. If one Magistrati^ were to atiend daily 
from 1 1 to i and another in case of emergency would not that be sufficient ? — A, 
That has been the system. 1 can only say that not above half my time, while I am 
ill the Police Office, is required ibr the business brought before me accordlnf/ to 
the present system^ and 1 can always do the duty of other Magistrates when asked. 

Q. 9, Why then will not few^er Magistrates suffice? -.i. Because the River 
Police has in luy opinion been always neglected, and a separate Magistrate ought 
to devote his whole time to it. 

Q. JO. Then in the present mode of conducting business the number must 
be unnecessary, could you not with yoiir present experience do the whole duly ? — //. 
No, it is impossible — more than six hours daily cannot be given to labour in the 
office, and that would not get through the business. The writing alone is laborious, 
nobody else can do that for you.’ Depositions are wriltcii by the Magistrate, as 
well ill tho cases which lie decides summarily, as in those he refers to the Criminal 
Sessions. The chief thing I am puzzled about is the River Police; when I was 
in the second Dividon there came more Land cases before me than before any other 
Division Magisti au-, still that did not burthen me although the whole of the River 
cases, including Admiralty, also came before me, but I had no Superintendence of 
the River Police, and the cases were most unsatisfactorily disposed of. I endeavoured 
to get ihrough it, but found it impossible to do it well, and for that reason I 
recommend the whole of the River Police being put under a separate Magistrate. 
The loss to trade from plundering is very great 

Q. 11. Would not two efficient Magistrates adequately rcnuinerated be 
sufficient for the business of the town, three being now occasionally away ? — A- It 
is difficult to give an answer to this. I do not know whethef I should be required 
to confine myself to the present law or go beyond it ; if confined to act according to 
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Q. 12. We arc only speaking of the things as they arc? — A. But at present 
I am directed not to execute the powers given me by Acts of Parliament, and am 
expected to act in constant violation of the law ; I trust that is not to continue ; 
in truth, ll-12ths of what I now do is illegal. I never how'cver join in legalising 
the assessment, as the disbursement is taken out of my hands, and I ought not to 
be responsible for the expenditure of others, lii mentioning three districts 1 included 
the River Police, but that would recpiire the whole time of an ellicient Magistrate. 

Q. 13. Then two for the town would be sufficient?— A. Two would accom- 
plish it, but in cu'^e of fiickne.ss or absence of one of them, the other could not get 
through the bubin^ss ; 1 am leaving out the Chief Magistrate. 

Q. 14. We are supposing that there should be no Chief Magistrate, and 
then if the Magistrates are relieved from the assessment collection and disburse- 
ment and that they have only to decide judicially on such cases as may come 
before them, could they not get through the budness?— A. I should not be afraid 
to iindortake one-half of it myself, but I know that this is contrary to the opinion of 
others, still I must admit that not above half of my own time is occupied at pre.sent, 
and that I could do double the work with greater satisfaction to myself. 

Q. 15. 1)(» you think that any part of the expenses of the Magistrate's Office 

could be materially reduced? — A, Not wiihout public inconvenience, there are 
many paper.s to he made out and registered. 

Q. 16. Mr. McFarlan has stated that they could be reduced (re.ail Mr, 

McFarlan's evidence) ? — A. I think nothing could be so inisciuevoiis as uniting 
the offices of interpreter and clerk, the interpreter has every thing in his power if 
venal ; I should have no confidence in such an interpreter. I'he interpreter ought 
not to enter the place or know any thing about the causes before the trial commences. 

The clerk has to advise and assist parties from the beginning, and carry into 
execution all the orders of the Magistrate. 

Q. 17. Then such a reduction as Mr. McFarlan proposes could not take 
place with propriety ?— yl. No, I would rather try to write every thing myself than 
trust it in such hands. 

Q. 18. Wiiat occasion is there for three writers besides a clerk and inter- 
preter, and what would you give the clerk? — A. I think less than one hundred 
rupees would not insure the integrity of the clerk. One hundred and fifty rupees 
is an inadequate remuneration to an interpreter; you could not get an efficient one 
for that sum. 1 could dispense with one Bengalee writer Goluck. If there were 
fewer divisions, there would be fewer people required. 


the present law, 1 should say two Magistrates would be sufficient for the town, with 
a third one for the River, but if our duties are increased according to the proposed 
law now framing by the Legislative Council, it is impossible to do the duties with 
the number mentioned. 
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Q. 19. What do you think nil adequate salary for on interpreter?— Not 
less tlian two hundred and fifty rupees per mensem. 

Q. 20. That would increase your Office Establishment to rupees four 
luuidred and ninety-ci|[;lit? — A. Yes, at all events I could not reduce rny present 
Establishment which I think is necessary. 


Q. 21. Have yon any opinion as to tlic native force under the Police as to 
its bc inj[T too Inrjrc or small ; it is slated by Mr. McFarlan to be one thousand nine 
hundred and sixty men? — A. I can form no opinion thereon, it does not come 
within my knowlediije. 

Q. 22. Have you any opinion, if the Conservancy Department were taken 
from the Chief Magistrate, how the duties could best be performed, either under 
the present law or with some new enactment ? — A. If the public* could be prevail- 
ed upon to lend their hearty co-operation and assistance, I think it could be done 
much cheaper than at present. Contracts would be preferable to high salaried 
executive Officers. 


Q. 23. lias any plan occurred to yon for doing this?— ^1. I am not prepar- 
ed with any plan, but if it be wished, I will commit my sentiments to paper and 
send in a ininnte on the subject. It has never yet been left to the Magistrates to 
show how* they could manage the assessment, 1 am prevented from interfering 
though 1 Ijave the responsibility. It has been in the hands of the Chief Magistrate, 
in fact, in the hands of Government, and the funds pass through the 'rreasury. 
My mind leads to Municipal manageanent. 

Q. 24. Y(;!I w'ere in the Court of Requests, we believe, what number of 

rases did you decide there in a month ? — J. The Commissioners have disposed of 
four thousand cases in a month. 

Q. 25. Do yon think it w*ouUl be judicious to unite the Court of Requests to 
the Police. Mr. Gordon thinks that the union would be advantageous? — A. I 
think it would be an advantage to join the Court of Ke(|iiesls to the l^olice— much 
hardship is sustained from the want of this double power. In cases which the 
Magistrates think cognisable by the Court of Requests, the people applying to the 
Police are refused redress, without any possibility of explaining the reason, and 
they give up the hope of obtaining it elsewhere. 

Q. 2(5. Can you give any general suggestion as to the improvement of the 
Police ? — A, I have not thought of it very lately, my letter to Mr. Mangles contains 
my sentiments on many parts of the past and present syslen), and I can add to 
these if it be desired. 
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From C. K. ROBISON, Esq. 

To ROSS DONELLY MANGLES, Esq. 

Secretary to Government of Bengal, 

Judicial Department. 


Sir, 


No. 40. 

C, K. Robison, Em|. 
IU(h May, 1837. 


I have lately procured copies of your letters to Mr. McFarlan, 
of 9th June, 183.5, and of 2 Uii May, 183(>, together .with Extracts (paragraphs 
17 and 18) from the Folice Ueport of the Chief Magistrate for 1835. 

It would be most unpleasant to me, after a recent correspondence, to explain 
the delay which has taken place in offering my sentiments on certain portions of 
the letter of 9th June, 1835, and I therefore hope to be excused for proceeding at 
once to the points on which my sentiments are asked by Government. 

For the sake of di.stinctness I shall repeat, on the margin, the several queries 
wiiich I consider as referred to me, and offer such opinions on these as I have been 
able to form. 

How far the system established It is out of my power to offer any 
“ by the Resolutions of 12lh October satisfactory comparison between the two 
“ 1830, and which has had a trial of systems, for when I joined the Police 
four years, has been found practi- ^ Office in January 1827, 1 was specially 
‘‘ cally superior to that which it super- directed by Government tt> confine myself 
“ seded ?*’ to what was then called the Felony De- 

partment, in which I had to investigate such crimes, offences, and misdemeanors, 
as were referred to me, for this purpo.se, from the Report Department, at the head 
of which was Mr. Blaquicre, or were preferred before myself in the first instance, 
by the complainants themselves, I had no interference with the machinery of tlie 
Police or the Reports of its Officers ; the whole watch and ward of the City being 
under the exclusive controul of Mr. Blaquiere, and many important cases, investi- 
gated in the Police Office, came to my knowledge only through the public papers. 

Such an order of things appeared to me, at that time, to be highly inexpedient, 
ns it seemed impossible for one man, however great his talents and fitness for the 
task, to superintend efficiently a population so large and scattered as of this City ; 
and this system, as it appeared to me, deprived the community of the efficient 
co-operation of four other Magistrates, who could have most advantageously 
shared the task with Mr. Blaquiere. ^ 

P 2 
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No. 49. In October 1830, the Resolutions mentioned by you passed Council, and one 

r. K. Robifkon, E*q. of the most important provisions was doin^ away with the Report Department, and 
iHih May, 1837, recommending a division of the City into districts or wards, with a Magistrate for 
each, who .should receive all reports from the Thanadars, and dispose of every 
case w'ithin their respective wards. At the same time, a Military Officer was 
introduced into the system of Police, as Superintendent, and the Division 
Muifistratos were relieved from all the duties of watch and ward, and directed to 
confine their attention to their judicial duties. 

Notwithstanding this abrogation however. Captain Steel instituted a similar 
system of report every forenoon at his own house to the great retarding and detri- 
ment of business, and only such cases were afterwards brought by the Constables 
and Thanadars before the Division Magistrates as he directed. The same system 
has since been followed by Captain Birch, though in opposition to the opinions of 
the Magistrates, and the consequence has been that, in common with the other 
Division Magistrates, I am no better acquainted with the actual conduct of the 
Police EsUiblishment than the four Magistrates in the Felony and Misdemeanor 
Departments were, when the whole was under the controul of Mr. Blaquiere. 

1 cannot however omit to mention that since 1830 great advantage has been 
derived from the extended sphere of Mr. McCann’s employment; his talents, 
judgment, and activity merit every praise, and the conviction of my mind is, that 
had he been appointed Superintendent, tliat is, head inspector and instructor of the 
Constables, and the Thanadaree, instead of a Commissioned Officer, who ha.s, in 
my opinion, overstepped the nature and intention of his appointment, great public 
advantage would have followed, and the exertions of the Division Magistrates 
would have been brought into the field, instead of being cramped from d.*iy to day, 
so as not to interfere with the Superintendent. 

From what I have said it will be seen how incompetent I am to draw a 
correct comjiarison between the former and present systems, and how little I 
approve of either. 

« Are criine.s fewer, or less hein-*^ I can only speak as to the crimes which 
ous ?” } have been committed within the division 

which I have myself had charge of, and without any assurance that all these have 
been reported to me, or rather indeed, under the conviction that they have not. 
My opinion however, on the whole is, that there has been no diniiniitiqn either of 
crime, or of the heinousness of its character. 

** Are the perpetrators more fre-"j I can only say in reply to this question 
‘‘ quently apprehended, and if appre- | that Mr. McCann’s individual exertions, 
** bended, more frequently punished, p since 1830, have brought felons to con- 
either by sentence of the Magistrates, I dign punishment, who, in my opinion 
or the Supreme Court ?” J would have formerly escaped when the 

system excluded him from the same active interference, by reason of an erroneous 
prejudice against the services of Europeans ; and I can most truly say, that in all 



( cxix ) 


cases previous to 1830, in which I considered myself most successful it was in 
consequence of taking Mr. McCann into my confidence, and making him a princi- 
pal instrument in the investigation. 

** Is more, or less, of the crime' As both Captains Steel and Birch have 

coniniitted brought to the official taken all their reports at their private 
*• knowledge of the Magistrates, or of houses, I cannot speak as to what is 
** the Superintendent of Police ?” J submitted to them ; but I have reason to 
know that many charges of crime are reported to the Superintendent, which arc 
not afterwards brought before the Magistrates of Divisions, even although parties 
have been in custody under such charges ; and that in consequence of such illegal 
constraint, and false imprisonment, Thnnadars and other Officers of the Police 
have been afterwards complained against and punished* 


Are the benefits rendered to ihe^ I do not know exactly what construc- 


community by the Police more or 


Its 


tion to put upon the words ** necessarily 


** less alloyed by the abuse of the \ intrusted!^ In this query. Since 1830, the 
power necessarily intrusted to 
‘‘ Executive Officers ?” 


Police has become more a gens d’armeric 
than a civil power, and I consider it, and 
the native community have regarded all its proceedings as conducted by Govern- 
ment, rather than as performed in conformity with the Law, or under the direction 
of the Magistrates, consequently parties aggrieved have been both ignorant liow, 
and afraid to seek redress. 


Are Natives or Europeans found' It might be supposed that Europeans of 
*Mhe best qualified to be the effective theclassfromwhichConstablesareselect- 
and unobjectionable executive Agents ed, w'ould be found both venal and iii- 
“ of Police In the city ; and if some of Incorrigibly dissipated, but this has not 
the latter are indispensable, in what proved to be the case; and a much more 
“ proportion, under what limits, and respectable set of Constables has been 
“ under what restrictions ought they always procurable than I would, without 
“ to be employed?” past experience, have expected. No in- 

stances have come to my knowledge of any of the Constables receiving a bribe to 
defeat the ends of justice, nor has more than one case occurred within my remem- 
brance, in which any of them were tried for violent and oppressive conduct, and 
in that case they were acquitted by a Jury, Whereas, many cases both of venality 
and oppression have been brought home to the Native Officers of the Police. 

My own experience would therefore lead me to employ Europeans more exten- 
sively than they are at present, provided they be nominated and sworn in according 
to Law, that they remain under the eye, the controul, and instruction of the 
Magistrates of Divisions, who with their head Clerk, ought always to reside each 
withiu his own respective ward; and thus not only have better opportunity of 
becoming intimately acquainted with all that passes in it, but afford to complainants 
the readiest access to redress. I am persuaded that the community would then be 
encouraged to go heart and hand with the Magistrates in preserving the peace of 
the city. At this moment, 1 believe the public feeling to be Mecidedly hostile to 
the Officers of Police. 


No. 40. 

K. UoUtHon, Enq. 
18th May, 1837. 
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No. 49. 

C. K. RobiAOD, Esq 
Ibih Mtty» 1837. 


It cannot be expected that these Native Magistrates will engage in any Police 
business which will seriously interfere with their private pursuits, and it therefore 
seems to me impossible to assign to them a separate duty ; they are, besides, so 
ignorant at present of the Law, and of what they may be called upon to perform if 
sitting alone, and dare not omit to do, that 1 would consider it both dangerous and 
cruel to subject them to the risk. Whereas, if they sat along with the Magistrate 
of their own Division, when their leisure permitted, or when some important 
investigation rendered it advisable to ask their attendance, their knowledge of the 
customs, feelings and rules of conduct of the natives, might render their co-operation 
of tlie greatest advantage. 

I have always been of opinion that the whole Conservancy duties ought to be 
performed by the Magistrates, each in his own Division, whereby a saving of 
establishment w’ould not only be effecU d, but greater economy introduced in the 
performance of the work required. Here also 1 conceive the suggestions of the 
Native, to the Division Magistrates, would be valuable. 

1 have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) C. K. ROBISON. 


Having replied, as shortly as 1 could, to the several questions put in your 
letter of 9th June 1835, I shall add a few observations upon Mr. McFarlan’s plan 
of providing a field of occupation for the lately appointed Native Magistrates, apart 
from the regular duty of the Stipendiary Magistrates, and upon his proposal to do 
away with the present separate Conservancy Department, and devolve the duties 
upon the Magistrates of each Division. 


Police Office y 30/// 1830. 
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No, 50. 


18th May, 1837. 


No, fiO. 

C. K. Robiion, Eaq. 
18th May, 1837. 


C. K. ROBISON, Esq. 

Minute or Memorandum ly C. K. Robison^ Esq . — December^lSiOf submitted to the 

Chief Magistrate. 

By the Resolution of Government’’ it seems to be their intention that the 
Chief Magistrate should, in communication vritli the other Magistrates, recommend 
a mode of dividing the duties of the town. 

The former plan of dividing the Magistrates into Departments was condemned 
by the Police Committee, and is forbidden by these Resolutions. The only other 
method therefore, as it appears to me, is to divide the city into districts, and to give 
each of the Magistrates charge of a district ; that is, to make it his duty to hear 
all complaints, and try all cases, within the district assigned him. 

As the River Police, and cases occurring on the river or at sea have also to 
be provided for, it appears to me that if the town were divided into three districts, 
viz. the Souths the Middle^ (to include the River Police, and all Admiralty cases) 
and the Norths all the objects of Government would be accomplished. 

As Mr. Andrew resides in the South division, I would propose his doing the 
duties of it, and in the same manner that Mr. Blaquiere should do the duties of 
the North district. 

As Mr. MacMahon and myself reside within the centre district, 1 would 
propose that we do the duties of that division jointly, he doing the land and I the 
River duties or business, alternately from the day of Jail delivery of each Session 
termy to that of the next one. By this arrangement the duty of all the Magistrates 
would be nearly balanced. 

1 would propose that Mr. Blaquiere and Mr. Andrew occupy the middle floor 
of the Office as at present, and that at ten o’clock of each day they meet in 
separate rooms, and hear complaints till twelve o’clock, when tliey should both 
meet in the centre hall, and there dispose of all judicial cases which require the 
presence of two Justices i tliat at two o’clock, or so soon as such business is over, 
they again return to their separate rooms, and proceed4n the ministerial business 
of their respective wards. 

That in like manner Mr» MacMahon and myself occupy the lower floor of the 
house, each having our separate room, and meeting togethei in the centre hall 
Crom twelve to two o’clock. 

o 2 
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No. 60. 

C. K. RubiMni Esq. 
Ibih May, 1837. 


The exoct time of two Magistrates sitting together would be regulated by the 
actual business before them, but generally speaking the above periods would be 
found to answer every purpose. 

That the whole of the third story should be left for the Chief Magistrate, and 
for a Covmittee room. 

I would appoint four of the Constables to the South District, one to be Head 
Constable, and the same number to the North Division. To the Centre Division 
1 would give three Constables only, and all the Town Sergeants. In this way one 
Constable would be saved, and his salary would be divisible among the two proposed 
Head Constables of the South and North Districts. 

I would make the South Division include all Chowringhce, Cullingnh, Jaun 
Bazar, &c., and to extend from Birjtolao to Diirrumtollah, including the South 
side of it, and also include the Fort, Esplanade and Cooly Bazar. 

The Centre Division to extend from DurrumtoIIah including the North side of 
it, to Colootollah Street. 

The North District would thus include the North side of Colootollah Street 
and extend to Chitpore Bridge. 

Each District would include the Boundary Guard of its own extent of face 
alonj: the Circular Road and River. 

It would be necessary to prevent the duty of Thanahs from including a 
portion of two Districts. This could probably be easily arranged, by suppressing 
a couple of Thanr.lis along the two Streets of DurrumtoIIah and Colootollah, and 
giving a few of the men to any Thanah which might thus have an additional space 
to w ateb. 

The Magistrate in each District would thus only have to do with, or have 
before him the Hoad Constable within it, who agaiit would take his general instruc- 
tions from Captain Steel, and see that the other Constables as well as Thatiadars^ 
Naibs and Chokidars did their duty. 

By this arrangement a great many Christian and Native Writers, not only ii\ 
the present Report but other departments, would be unnecessary. 

I would propose that the District duties allotted to each Magistrate, and the 
place of his sitting in the Police Office, should be intimated to the public. 

Fair Copy delivered to Mr. McFarlan; C. K. R. 

27</i December, 1830. 

Ylth February, 1835. a 

Dp to this day no notice has been taken by Mr. McFarlan of the forego- 
ing minute ; nor were the Magistrates ever convened by him, or ever met to consi- 
der of a proper mode of carrying on the duties of the Police Office, vv:hich was 
the reason of my writing the minute. 
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No. 61. 

18di May, 1837. 

A. St. L. McMahon, Examined, 

Q. 1. You are Comptroller and Examiner of Lottery drawings we believe ? — 
A, I am a Sub- Commissioner, but the time given to the duties of that appointment 
is principally out of oflficc hours. The drawings, which are 16 in the year, occupy 
about an hour and a half of each day, and take place in the morning an hour before 
office hours, and sometimes earlier. 

Q. 2. The expenses of your office exceed those of ail other Divisions? — 
A, T hat is accounted for by the Interpreter, Mr. Aviet, receiving a larger salary 
than any of the other Interpreters, viz. Rs. 261-4 per mensem, and although attach- 
ed to my office, was a general Interpreter, and attended the other Magistrates when 
they required his services either in Persian or Armenian^ 1 have now lost him, 
and have got in his place a Mr. Crow, on a salary of 150 Rupees a month. 

Q. 3. Is Mr. Crow an« efficient Interpreter ? — A, 1 do not think him very 
efficient at present, but he may be so with a little experience. 

Q. 4. Does he know Persian ? — A. A little, I understand. 

Q. 5. But you think he would eventually be a good Interpreter ?— ^. Pre- 
vious to my appointing him, he was examined by Mr. Blaquiere, who was of opinion 
that he would make a good Interpreter with a little practice. 

Q. 6. Is he of good connection ?—A, I believe he is. He came strongly 
recommended, and produced testimonials of good character, &c. from Mr. C. Webb 
Smith, and the Heads of Departments under whom he had served. 

Q- 7. Had you many applications when the office became vacant? — A. Not 
many. 

Q. 8. You have four writers, are they all necessary ? — A, I think I could 
manage with one less. 

Q. 9. Are four Peons necessary? — A. 1 think so, two attend me at office 
and two at my own house and remain at night, formerly inconvenience was felt for 
the want of them, and I have frequently been obliged to employ my own servants 
on Police business. 

Q. 10. Do you think three Magistrates would be sufficient to conduct the 
whole business of the Town and River, if their time were to be devoted entirely to 
those duties? — A. 1 hardly think they would. Business varies very much, at times 
there is not much to do, but at other times the Magistrates are inundated with 
cases— a good deal of time is taken up in reading and disposing of petitions. 
1 speak of my own Division. v 
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No. 51. 

A St L.McMahon,£iiq. 
ISIh May, 1837. 
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Mo. 51. 

A StL.McMaboiifEsq, 
18tU May^ 1837. 


No. 5-2. 

Mr II S. 'I'hunison, 
23*1 May, 1837. 


Q. 11. How many cases do you decide daily upon an average? — A. I can- 
not cxacti y state, Iml 1 have furnished the Committee with a statement of the num- 
ber of cases disposed of in the year. 

Q. 12. Your return gives an average of five cases per day for the 225 working 
days in the year ? — A, I should tliink there must be more. Many of the cases 
tliat come up one day and are partially heard^ are postponed for the parties to 
subprenn their witnesses, in the meantime the parlies make up nutters and do not 
again appear. These are all put down as dismissed — parties not being in attend- 
ance, but still they take up time in the first hearing. 

Q. 13. You think four Magistrates necessary ? — A, Yes, I do. In this 
country you must calculate on occasional absence from sickno.ss, &c,, and I think 
the business could not be well got through with a fewer number. 

Q. 14'. Will you give us your opinion how the duties of the Conservancy 
Depurimeut may be best performed cither uiidor tlie present Law or with some 
new enactment? — A, I am of ojiinion that it would require the attention of two 
Magistrates to transact the duties of the Conservancy Department. I vvouUI also 
place under their controul the collection of the House tax, &c. I think there would 
be a considerable saving if much of the work (at present djne by individuals in the 
Conservancy Department) was performed by contract. 


No. 52. 

22d May, 1837. 

Mr. It. S. THOMSON, examined. 

Q. 1. In your letter of the 10th instant, you offer to furnish us with further 
explanation of the sentiments of the Committee of Trade Association and names of 
persons c|ualificd to give evidence as to the better regulation of I he Municipal affairs 
of Calcutta. Who are the persons willing to be examined and wliat are the senti- 
ment.s of your Committee upon the subject ? and what is the Municipal govern- 
ment you require, we want the details ? — A. When I wrote the letter, the details 
iverein a crude .shape and in their present form the Committee of Trade Associa- 
tion are not prepared to submit them to your Committee. All the members of the 
Trade Association will assist if they are assured that the suggestions offered in my 
letter will be adopted. The groundwork is popular election of Magistrates. 
Nothing short of this will satisfy tbe inhubiumts or incite iheiu to take any interest 
in Municipal affairs. 

Q. 2. Ill your letter you suggest that the Police Magistrates and Conser- 
vancy Commissioners siiould be distinct, and paid persons, and are to be elected by 
the tax payers, we want details of all these, for instance, what would be the rate of 
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payment for the privilege of voting which you have left blank ?->/!. The qualifica- 
tion for voting was left blank because we have not been able to agree on that point 
amongst ourselves in Committee, and it is one u'hich requires consideration as well 
as investigation. 

Q. 3. We cannot recommend any measure to Government until we are satis- 
fied upon all these particulars, nor would the Government come to any determina- 
tion until those particulars are laid before them. Who are to be the electors ? — A, 
I should say a person paying house rent of 16 or 20 rupees per month should be 
cnpable of voting. I could submit no specific proposition on the subject at present, 
but the minimum qualification for voting would be regulated by circumstances which 
can be better explained in detail. 

Q. 4. There is the difficulty. Mr. Smith said the same thing— >we have no 
data to go upon — we understood Mr. Hammerton has prepared some plan ? — The 
subject has been frequently before the Trade Association, and although there seem- 
ed to be difficulties in the way it has not been lost sight of. 

Q. 5. We wish to know what class of people are to be the voters, who are to 
be the common counsellors, &c. we arc asking from you a plan of all these? — A» I 
shall be very happy to give a plan if time is allowed me for this purpose. 

Q. 6. Ill the eighth proposition you say that the City should be divided into 
-divisions and wards, each division to have an Alderman, Police Magistrate, &c. 
The first (piestion would be what are to be the salaries of the paid functionaries, 
what establishment, what other expenses, we want to see all these in figures ? — 
A. The Committee of the Trade Association did not think it necessary to go into 
all these particulars until they knew that their suggestions would be adopted, or 
such portion of ihctii as met with the sanction and approval of Government. 

Q, 7. If we do not see a proper plan laid before us, we cannot recommend 
the measure to Government, as we cannot go to them without a plan in detail. If 
you will not make an attempt, we apprehend the things must stand still as they 
are. The members of the 'Frade Association are almost all employed advan- 
tageously, their lime is precious, will any of them devote their lime to Mimi- 
cipal aifairo? — A. I have no doubt they Avould. In all cities in Europe the inhabi- 
tants take a lively interest in Municipal affairs, and 1 would instance Edinburgh, 
wlicre the Commissioners of Police are chosen from amongst the merchants, and 
who generally consider it a duty to devote a portion of their lime for the good of 
the city. 

Q. 8. The Government is desirous to place the Municipal affairs of the city 
in tlie hands of the inhabitants, but they will not do so until assured that it would 
work better by the change, and would wish to see calculations in detail before they 
come to any determination upon the matter? — A. I will propose to the Committee 
of the Trade Association to make calculations in deUil and forward them without 
delsj to your Conniittco* ^ 


No. S2. 

Mr. R. S, Tbonmoa, 
23d May, 1837. 
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Ko &2. 

Mr. R S. Thomson, 
2Sd May, 1637. 


No. 63. 

Lt. W. Abercrombie, 
May, 1837. 


Q. 9. We want to see some specific proposition to enable us to come to a 
resolution whether to recommend it to Government or not?— ii. Allow me to call 
the Committee and prepare a plan. 

Q. 10. Will you be able to give us your plans and names of parties willing 
to assist soon ? — A. It will take tome little time (say a fortnight) to prepare the 
plan. 


Q. 11. You will bear in mind that the voters must not be one class of people 
only. What would be the result of such popular election. The electors must be 
those paying the taxes? — A. I would give the vote to the occupier or tenant, there 
are many objections to its being exclusively confined to the landlord in this country. 


No. 53. 


22d May, 1837. 

Lt. W. ABERCROMBIE, examined. 

Q. 1. We believe you arc the Superintendent of Roads, and Mr. Sevester, the 
Executive Officer, acts under you ? — A. Yes, Mr. Sevestre acts wholly under my 
superintendence. I cannot authorize the expenditure of money beyond twenty-five 
rupees without the sanction of the Chief Magistrate. 

Q. 2. What are Mr. Sevestre’s duties 1—A, His duties are, building, re- 
pairing drains, and laying the materials on the road, under my superintendence. 

Q. 3. Does he contract for these works? — A. No, the materials for the re- 
pairs of the road arc supplied by contract by another man. He makes out his 
bills in conformity to estimates previously furnished for building drains, &c. 

Q. 4. What is the name of the contractor of materials Radanatli 
Mittcr and Co. 

Q. 5. And for the buildings, drains, &c. Mr. Sevestre supplies Ids own ma- 
terials and workmen, and charges in conformity to the estimate previously fur- 
nished ? — A. Yes, he works the same as any Executive Engineer, Captain Fitz- 
gerald for instance, at estimated rates, &c. He works cheaper than any one else 
in Calcutta. 

Q. 6. Does he make any profit by his work? — A. He is not supposed to 
make any profit by the work (on reading an extract of his former evidence, said) 
I believe he gets dustoory. It would be n6 saving in this country to abolish dus- 
toory, because if the head of the department does not take it, his subordinates do. 
The Executive Officer acknowledges the receipt of dustoory, the Committee can 



( CXXYli ) 


obtain from the Chief Magistrate a correspondence on the subject of his being 
required to take the oath formerly administered to Executive Engineers. * 

Lt. W. Abercrombie, 
23d 1837. 

Q. 7. How are Mr. Sevestre’s works checked and paid for 1 see the 
work before I pass his bills. There is no check except my superintendence. 

Q. 8. Does Mr. Sevestre get a salary as Executive Officer Yes, of sicca 
rupees three hundred per month. 

Q. 9. . Could not the work be performed by contract on more favorable 
terms?— ‘yf. Contract would not be a saving, it would be more expensive. Mr. 

Sevestre works twenty-five per cent lower than the European builders would do it 
for. Mr. McFarlan sent his estimates to Burn and Co. or some other builders in 
Calcutta, who refused to undertake the work at 85 per cent advance. 

Q. 10. Does Mr. Sevestre certify the expenditure as the Executive Officers 
of Government do?— il. He has refused to do so (vide Chief Magistrate's corres- 
pondence with Government and the Civil Auditor.) 

Q. 11. Could you not ^undertake the duty yourself which would preclude 
the necessity of keeping up the expense of the establishment of the Executive 
Officer?— -4. I of course consider myself capable of performing the duties of an 
Executive Engineer. 1 should however object to undertake them in Calcutta as 
Superintendent and Executive, unless I obtained full authority over my subordi- 
nates, who should receive orders from none but me; all orders from superior 
authority being conveyed through me. 

\ 

Q. 12. Do you order what is to be done? — A. The origin nominally rests 
with the Chief Magistrate, I have suggested many works, &c. in Calcutta since my 
appointment. Every thing that has been done has received tlie sanction of the 
Chief Magistrate. Tlic Executive Officer obeys my orders. 

Q. 13. Do you think the Fire-Engine Establishment ought to he kept up?— 

A» Certainly, I think the Engine Establishment do their work particularly well as 
far as they go, but they are too few in number and have too few Engines, those 
they have are generally too large and very old. 

Q. 14). Are the Engines kept up in good order?— if. Yes, they have no 
sucking hoses, the delivering hos^ are kept pretty well, the apparatus require 
thorough repair. 

* 

Q. 15. Have you' seen the operations of these Engines? — A. Yes, I have 
seen them frequently at work. 1 have stopt several fires with them, no Engine 
upon, earth could stop the fires amongst straw huts aided by strong wind, until 
some assisting check . applied, suditas.a tank, Pucca houses, or an open space. Aided 
by these checks, 1 have weii fires slopped by the engines, which had it not been 
for the engines would have overcome the obstacles and destroyed more property. 

' ■ 1 « '■ ^ ' 
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No 58. : 

Lt W. AbHrfeteiftVif, 


I a very gi^t quantity of valuable property preserved by ihe engines in 

a wood baser. / 

‘ ; Q. 16. What becomes of the swaapii;^ of the Town The sweepings 
of the Town ai^ generally usecUo fiU ug tleok.s^ and jcarried away in the conseiv 
vai^^y oarts under the direction of the 


Q. 17. Do they make any money by They acknowledge that they 

make a little. I have no sufficient authority over the overseers and only hear 
casually where the sweepings are carried} linlesS' l have given a particular order for 
them to be taken to some particular place. I am always liable to be told by the over- 
seers that some Magistrate acting in the Conservancy department, has ordered them 
to sutih and such a place. The overseers usually fill place.s to which they can 
» carry them) thetnselves» * I do not believe tliey in general make much money by 
them. I once proposed compensation to -be 'given to the overseer 3 and the sweep- 
ings to be sold. I however had reason to doubt the efficacy of my own scheme. 
However, I would tr}^ it if I had my own way. 


Q. 18. Are the Sircars and Peons Jn the Conservancy department to report 
nuisances necessary ; cannot their duties be performed by the Tbanadaree esiab- 
li.shment?~ J. They are not necessary. They are a greater nuisance themselves 
than the nuisances they report ; their duties however, could not be performed by 
the Tbanadaree establishment. I am making out a plan to reduce the number of 
the Sircars and raise their pay to thirty rupees. 

Q. 19. Do not the Police assist the Conservancy ?— -4. No, not at present. 

Q. 20. Would it not be convenient to unite the duties of the two depart- 
ments? — A, I' would unite in some instances. 

Q. 21. There are twenty-four Khallasies charged for, under the four divr- 
sion overseers, for keeping the roads and drains clean. Are they necessary 
TTiey are necessary ; every officer who has experience in the employment of large 
bodies of native labourers will bear me out in saying, that a very large subordinate 
superintendence is required over them, they wont work without it, and if they wont 
do that, they must have superintendence, whether the superiatendeuts do their 
duty or not. 

Q. 22. . Do they attend to their duty ?— if. They doas far ns 1 am able to judge. 

Q. S8. There are twelve Chowkedars cba(ged nnder the head executifj|l 
ilepartment as einployeiL ip preventing nuisances in the ICsplahadei 'ciutisot tbeiV 
duty be transfered to the /numadai^. establishment?;— ^ They ere^.^,.I^Olicej' 
they report botl) to me and to Ca^in Bir^h ; ^tli^y Are the Esplnha^ 

Q. S4. Have you any sug^tiona 'tdlbrw ^^nerally oo tbei^seetaKiil^n^t 4)f . 
the executive department. Cotdd en^ re^ddoa he ma^ftheirein . 



' sent in a report to Governtncint M th« estabiist^nt) recontm^ding a pwman^til 
establisiittient instead of a hired one’m at present, . which if sanctioned w{!l''tf6Eeot e 
considerable saving. My report is irith the Military Boai^ . I propdise to int> 
ptwe the condition of the labourers^ vrhiie .l. reduce them more under 'iny opntroul. 
They are not under any contrptfl; at prasi^; their aildivance for.oiie day may be. 
cut, if n)ore be attempted' they wili^^pf course refuse to work, apd' on the, other 
hand, if a lazy fellow be refused, die. , contract]; ipiiinediately days (liat he cannot 
eihploy Workmen if those he brh^.are ^eetisd. \-l ■ 

./ ■ . ■ ; r.., ' • ; 

Q. 23. The twelve' Ohbwkeei^r^ in the Esplanade* where are they stationed 
and under whom do they 'lltcy have a Thanna.in Monohur Doss' Tank; 

they act under Mr. Statham, ' Esplanade, overseer* and. paproU tb^ plaui day and 

nigfat-' . ' •; 
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22d May, 1837. 

% 

Dn. W. GRAHAM. 


To WILLIAM C. HURRY, Esq. 


Secretary Municipal Committee, 


Sin, 


After an attentive perusual of the accompanying letter addressed by 
the Secretary of the Medical College to Government, on the subject of a new 
Medical Hospital to W^^nblished in the Native Town, I am decidedly of opinion, 
from a long and 'intimate acquaintance with every corner thereof, that the locality 
of, or near to the Meditjal College, is. by no means the place which ought to be 
selected. ■ . . 

If the .welfare of the native populalion is the paramount ol^cct in contemplar 
tion, and I deprecate any other, 'the 'site of the institution should, and mustbeiri 
the very heart of the towh, and not at 'tbo sbudiern extremity which the present 
plan proposes ; and ■ should such ah establishment be eventually orgamaed, 1 with 
great dlderepce auggeat the nbighlihurbood of SiimJyft, as be&ig the most unexcep- 
tionable, place, hitViog a dense native popinla^p on Syery side. 

If opinion m to what I weuld deem the 

'rtp*at butane ap^iid^^bonefi^al addSt'doceiV^Mob the Committee of Municipal 

creatures,' it would be the 



e^bltthinmt 
'*^er ’tb^'l 


e .cerUiih numbeV of obarpoys. 


ablishWo^ .t«( Hindoo,) 


Jto 59. 

U. W. aiUfcAnble 
u«y^ im, 

i 
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• Pto, 54. 

Dr. Vr. Oraham, 
92il May, 1837. 
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No. 64. 

Pr. W. Graham, 
82a May, 1837. 


No. 55. 

Pr. W. Raleigh, 
22 a May, 1837. 


each religion, with a constant supj^ly of the requisite medicines and comfortSi such 
a sago, arrow root, brandy, wine, &c. In times of great sickness, many would 
enter such an asylum as I have mentioned, in their own vicinity, and near to their 
friends, who would rather die than be removed to a distant liospital. The Than- 
nadars would hear twice a day at the least, the state of sickness within their super- 
intendence; those individuals who were able to walk to the Dispensary would be 
relieved, while others incapable of doing so from sudden and severe infliction of 
dbease, such as cholera, could be seen and treated without any delay. The Dis- 
pensaries could be visited once or twice a day by Medical Practitioners at the^ Pre- 
sidency, who doubtless would, under all circumstances considered, perform the duty 
with the same active benevolence as is exhibited by our brethren in Great Britain, 
who discharge it gratuitously. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your obedient and foithful Servant, 


Calcutta^ May 11, 1837. 


WILLIAM GRAHAM, M. D. 


Ko. 55. 

22d May, 1837. 

Dr. W. RALEIGH. 

To WM. COBB HURRY, Esg. 

Secretary to the Committee Mimicipal Enquiry^ 

&c. &c. 

Sir, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this 
date, with the accompanying recommendation of the Council of the Medical College 
for the establishment of an Hospital in the vicinity of the Medical School, as 
necessary to the Clinical instruction of the pupils of that establishment : How far 
existing institutions (the General, Native and Police Hospitals,) supply the re- 
quired means for professional tuition, I am unprepared to say: but I fully concur 
in opinion with the Committee of Management of the Medical College, as to the 
convenience which would be aflbrded to the medical pupils, in the prosecution of 
their practical, medical and surgical studies, by the establishment of a General 
Hospital, in immediate connection with the College. 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

WALTER RALEIGH, 

Ut Assistant Surgeon, General HosyitaL 

11th May, 1837. 
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No. 56. 

: May, 1837. 

Dr. W. RALISIGH. 

To Cap tain R. H. COCKERELL, R. N. 

My DRAR CocKEREtt, 

- With reference to our late conversation on the 
subject, and in compliance with your desire, 1 forward you my opinion on the 
<< comparative advantages likely to attend a Fever Hospital, or an increased number 
of Dispensaries in Calcutta and my suggestion for a Dispensary Establishment, 
calculated in my idea, to afford efficient and extensive benefit to the indigent native 
community, at a moderate expense. 

V 

In so doing I beg to remark, that as I have not seen any cohimunicatioha con- 
nected with the subject,* .my observations are uninfluenced by any thing that 
may have been submitted to the Municipal Committee ; and have probably been 
anticipated. 

Hospital. — Tlie advantages of an Hospital over a Dispensary may be briefly 
stated to be— the more satisfactory, and more certain opportunity of prosecuting 
medical treatment of the .sick, and of ensuring those most important supports to the 
exertions of the medical practitioners; regulation of diet, cleanliness, end do- 
mestic attendance. 

The objections to an Hospital are-^tlic very limited benefit which could pos- 
.sibly be afforded by one hospital of moderate dimensions; the heavy expense ne- 
cessarily, attending the maintenance of such an iustitution; and the prejudices of 
the natives against going to an hospital for Medical treatment j for notwithstand* 
ing what may be urged to tiie contrary, daily experience convinces me, that how- 
ever willing the natives are to resort to an hospibl for surgical aid, which is 
usually beyond the province p( the Native Doctors : they would be most reluctant 
to enter an hospital in case of fever or other medical diseases, which from their 
more obscure character, carry with them less intimidation, and are professedly ma- 
nageable by the country practitioners of physic, be.sfdes which, tlie circumstance 
of being surrounded by their families, and having their wants supplied in their own 
accustomed manner, would ever induce the native, however poor, to prefer his own 
hut to an hospital, where certain restrictions are indispensable to good order. 

Dispensaries. — The advantage of a Dispensary is, that at a comparatively 
trifling expenditure,, a much greatei: number of sick may be relieved, than could be 
at an hospital of limits accommodutfoil. 

' The only paper t have waa a qairdien aa to the advantage of erecting, an (lOTpilal in con. 
oecllha elth the Medical College, aa a place of Clinical inatrucjlioa to the pupiK 
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The objections are^that by the present manner of conducting Dispensary practice, 
tlie aid afforded must necessarily be deficient in severe cases of sickness, and no com- 
mand can be exercised over the patients in securing them from exposure or irregularities. 


I cannot however but think, that a Dispensary establishment could be conduct- 
ed on principles, calculated to afford extensive and efficient relief, and that too, 
ill a way more consonant to the feelings and habits of the natives, than an hospital 
could be, and with much greater eco^iomy. This object appears to me easily ob- 
tainable, by extending the present Dispensary system, and in addition to the mere 
distrihuiioii of medicine at the depots, to those who are WflUl^to walk tiiither for 
it, causing the more seriously sick to be visited at their own resilience. To effect 
such measures, it would be necessniy to establish a sort of Medical Police, and it 
occurs to me, that such an arraiigcmi*nt as the following would be found to answer 
the de:>irod object. 


1st. Divide the city into a certain number of districts : and at each district fix 
u Dispensary, with the following Establishment: 


(1) One Ap^olhecary at 50 Us a month. 

(5j Five Native Doctors, 10 each, 50 ,, „ 

1 Hlieesitie, I Mater, 2 Coolies, 10 ,, 

House Rent 20 „ „ 

Total 1:1G 


The whole Establishment to be resident at or near the Dispensary, and avail- 
able day and night to culls of immediate importance. 

2d. During a certain number of hours of the day, say from 9 a. m. to 2 p. m., 
tlie Dispensaries .^'dioiild be open for general distribution of Medicine, to those 
enabled to attend there; at wiiicli time, the Apothecary and all, or as many of the 
Native Assistants as may be required, should be present to afford aid to applicants. 

3d. During the morning and afternoon, before and after the hours specified 
for attendance at the Dispensary, (allowing time for meals, &c.), the Native Doc- 
tors should be occupied in visiting the seriously sick at their own houses, (within 
their particular district :) all such cases should be reported to the Apothecary, who 
in iustances of emergency or danger, should himself visit the patient, and direct 
the Native Doctor in the treatment. 

The controul and regulation of the Establishment sliould be vested in a certain 
number of Medical men, resident in Culcutto, forming a Committee, whose duty 
it should be to visit at regular periods, and superintend the line of Dispensaries* 

Believe me, your’s very truly, , 

Maj 15th, 1837* WALTER RALEIGH- 

P. S. Well instructed Native Doctors would be quite competent to the duty 
I have proposed for them, and would afford every satisfactioii to the poorer classes 
of natives, ^ven the higher orders, 
excepting in extreme sickness. 


particularly the females, commonly employ 
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No. 57. 


22d May, 1837. 

Dbs. O’SHAUGHNESSY and GOODEVE. 

Minute on the Establhhment of Hosintah and Dispensaries in Calcutta. 


No. 57. 

Dm. O’ShttughncMy 
and Goodevf, 
2‘2a May, 1837. 


In compliance uith the request of tiie Municipnl Committees I beg leave to 
submit to their consideration llic following memoranda relative to some of the 
arrangements proposed for the relief of the native sick in Calcutta, having been 
re({ucslcd further to consider particularly the applicability of the Dispensary system 
to this object, 1 proceed in the first place to oifer a few memoranda on that 
subject. 

I wish at the comiuenccoient to offer a few remarks on various Dispensary 
systems which 1 liave observed, having done this, wc can more easily compare their 
advantages or disadvantages with tho.se of other proposed establishments. 

Dispensaries are of three kinds,— 1st, those in which medical relief is afforded 
only to persons who themselves came to the dispensary— -2nd, those in which the sick 
are visited in their own houses hy the Medical officers of the establishment — 3rd, 
those wliich in addition to the two previous systems have a few beds provided for 
the reception and treatment of patients. 

TIie^7 s/ of these kinds, that at this moment in existence in Park-Street and 
Guranhatta, is obviously only applicable to the treatment of persons laboring under 
such diseases or accidents as permit them to incur the fatigue of frequent visits, and 
is clearly useless as a mode of relief for cases of fever, dysentery, cholera, acute 
visceral inffammations, for fractures or dislocations of the lower extremities, and a 
liost of similar surgical cases. , 

These Dispensaines consequently make no provision for the most urgent com- 
mon maladies. They give much relief, it is true, in all the details of the surgery 
of minor accidents, in the treatment of syphilitic and cutaneou.s diseases and of 
some chronic affections. 

Besides their inapplicability to the management of acute disease these institu- 
tions are moreover and as a necessary consequence, of proportionate inutility as 
sources of instruction. 


Their expense is moreover great, as the subjoined estimate of the cost of the 
GuraAhatta establishment will exempiiiy. But great, as is the expense, and the 
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relief it affords, however disproportionate to the mass of suffering which needs 
assistance, still the quantum of good it does^ is certainly very well bestowed* 


Guraiihatta expenditure for one month— 


1 Surgeon, * 100 

1 Apothecary or Head Assistant, 

2 Dressers at 12 each, 21 

2 Compounders at 5 each, 10 

1 Peon, 5 

1 Durwaii, 4 

1 Bhcesty, 4 

1 Sweeper, 4 

House Rent, 100 

Bazar Medicines, 8cc., 90 

; Total Sicca Rupees 505 


I would not however, recommend the establishment of more institutions of this 
kind because 1 think I can point out a cheaper and better mode of effecting the 
only object we all hold in view — the most effectual and economical relief to the 
native sick. 

The second kind of Dispensary has been for many years established in Ireland, 
and more recently has been adopted in several large cities in England. I can speak 
of their organization and working from personal observation of several, esi^ecially 
those in the Southwark, Newington, Camberwell and Peckam districts of London. 
In these institutions a physician or surgeon attends daily at the general Dispen- 
saries to prescribe for casual patients; this duty over, he visits at their own home.s, 
the sick ot his district, and he is obliged to attend lying-in women. For these 
duties which occupy his wliole time and expose him to constant fatigue, he usually 
receives no salary, and in some cases a nominal reward of from 60 to 100 per 
annum. 

There can be no doubt but this system w'orks well, nay admirably, for the sick 
poor, but it is obvious that it could only be carried into effect under the peculiar 
circumstances of the medical profes-sion in England. 

The officers of these dispensaries are, with scarcely any exception young 
physicians of great accomplishments, but having no private practice, they devote 
themselves for tw'o or three years to routine duties of this kind in order to intro- 
duce themselves to the public and to collect experience as practitioners. The 
paltry emolument of the office in no case does more than pay the expense of a 
vehicle, indeed, generally is insufficient for that expenditure. 

Such dispensaries are altogether useless ns sources of primary education, in- 
deed no one is appointed to them who has not completed his professional studies. 


'W, 
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yrefe it otherwi!!e> were th^ allotted to mere students destitute of previous clinical 

experience, they would be the sources of evil infinitely greater than the good they ’ 

„ , Dm* O’SliatufflineMv 

now accomplisll. aoil GooUcve, 

2*2d 

' -<■ 

At present it would be quite impossible to establish these visiting Dispensaries 
in Calcutta. The older medical odicers are too much occupied in practice, or 
other duties, to make them available, the junior officers are too few in number, 
and all moreover thoroughly occupied in peculiar. duties. As to employment of the 
native students of. the Medical College as visitors, I, have no hesitation as one of 
their teachers, in stating my conviction that such a measure would be a calamity 
to the sick and fatal to the success of the College itself. These young men are 
still necessarily destitute of any knowledge of disease, and under the present imper- 
fect provision for their clinical instruction, some years must elapse before they 
ought to be trusted wiih the care of a single serious case* I say this with some re- 
luctance because it is an admission of the inutility and failure of our institution, 
unless its clinical arrangements be differently organized, an event which may pos- 
sibly be indefinitely postponed. 

Dut were we provided with a proper clinical hospital, where we could educate 
our pupils thoroughly in the principles and practice of the treatment of acute dis- 
eases and severe surgical maladies, I would then most earnestly recommend tlie estab- 
lishment in Calcutta, and indeed in all large cities, of numerous Dispensaries of the 
Second Class. We could in two years hence provide them with trust-worthy native 
physicians and organize them so cheaply that they would accomplish infinite good. 

The Guranhatta Dispensary now costs 565 rupees per month, exclusive of 
Medicine. The Dispensaries 1 allude to would each cost as follows-* 


Native Surgeon, 100 

2 Compounders, 10 

Rent, 40 

Servants, 20 

Bazar Medicines, 60 


260 

I would willingly contract to supply Dispensaries of the most efficient kind at 
this rate, which is little more than the salary of the Apothecaries of the existing 
establishments. The third and last kind of Dispensaries has been but rarely tried 
in Europe, but it has always done much good. I attended one of the kind for two 
years in Dublin, and another, the Hospital of the Faculty of Medicine, for several 
months in Paris. The relief they afforded was great, but certainly unequal to 
that effected by the second kind. In both the cases 1 allude to, they were used, 
however, chiefly as subordinate clinical schools. 

In Calcutta it would be, I think altogether inexpedient to adopt this system. 
In the first place, suppose six such Dispensaries, each with twelve beds were estab- 
lished in different locoliUes, it is obvious that we must place them under European 

L 2 ^ 
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tiuperintendencc on the Guranhatla Dispensary system# if my statement of^the 
incompetence our present pupils be correct. The expense would consequently 
amount to 3,500 Ks. per month, and all this for the treatment of 72 acute cases, 
these cases again could not possibly be made available for the instruction of the 
pupils. 


Let us contrast, then, this plan with that wliich I propose and compare them 
chiefly in tlieir pecuniary details. 

Expense of Clinical Hospital for 200 patients, with a Dispensary attached ; — 

Hospital and Dispensary, Rs. 1,300 

5 Dispensaries with Native Surgeons, „ 1,300 

Total Rs. 2,600 


Being 900 rupees per mouth less than the Hospital Dispensaries taken with 
ail their objections. 

I am well aware that the third kind of Dispensary was proposes! by the late 
Mr. Bramley, and the plan is consequently cniitled to be treated vviih great atten* 
tioii and respect. 

The vast importance of the question, however, justifies me in stating that one 
of the chief objects our lamentetl friend held in view, in reconimemling the adop- 
tion of these Dispensaries, was the provision of imin<>diate eniployment for some 
of the pupils of the Medical College. It was too frequently represented to him 
from niany quarters, tliat the school would be deserted, were not some situations 
of this kind speedily allotted to the pupils, and 1 believe, myself, that such a dis- 
position existed at the time to a great extent. The pupils considered his iidiuence 
quite sufficient to procure fi)r them all they could desire, and with the natural 
impatience of young men, they daily urged on him the necessity of such a 
measure, but the death of our respected Trincipal has altogether altered the 
feelings of the pupils on this point. They are now satisfied with their condition 
and contented to depend on their own resources: they look on the future with 
anxiety it is true, but meanwhile they are perfectly prepared to follow up the 
probationary period and fit themselves for the duties which they will soon be 
called on to perform. 

To sum up my opinions on Uiis subject, I may observe, that a joint system of 
Hospitals and Dispensari^ is requisite to fulfil the great object of relieving the sick, 
an object which embraces esientially the provision of an Hospital of instruction for 
native medical pupils, 1 would suggest then that the contemplated Hospital be made 
essentially a clinical school, organized as closely ns possible according to the 
Edinburgh system and officered by the Proftssors of the Medical College, who have 
offered to discharge these dblies without salary. 
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That the two Disty^aftri^k-now in existence be Continued for tWo' years 
from the opening of the clinical hospital, and then abolished, and that in their stead , — 

six Dispensaries be established in Calcutta and the Subttrbsi 

4*4 M»y, U37. 

Guranhatta, Park-Street,. Kidderpore, Entally, Seebpore, Cassipore, &e. &c. , 

The contrdl and supervision of these Dispensaries I would olldt to- the medical 
gentlemen now in charge of the Park-street and Guranhatta establishments. 


The total expense of tliis scheme would be 

Central and Clinical Hospital, 1,200 

Six Dispensaries, 1,560 

Su|)ennteiidents, 200 

Total Rupees 2,960* 

From which deduct two Dispensaries abolished, 1,120 


Tutiil expense of one Hospital and six Dispensaries, Rs. 1,8 lO 

4 

This arrangement would provide for the treatment of acute disease TTflospital 
and in the homes of the patients ; would multiply threefold the means of relief to 
chronic ca.s<^$ ; would ensure the due education of the pupils ; provide them with 
respectable and suiTiciently paid appointments, and would rnean^while stimulate the 
present pupils of the school and attract others to the prosecution of such studies. 
It would lastly enable us to provide, iii connection with the vaccine fund, eilicient 
native surgeons for the niofussil cities in every one of which I would organize a 
Dispensary such as that I propose to establish in Calcutta. 

Wm. B. cysHAUGHNESSY, 

Professor of Chemistry and Medicine^ 

Medical College. 

Calcutta, 13th May, 1837. 

I fully agree in the opinions expressed by my colleague in the above paper. 
It is therefore unnecessary that I should offer any ob-servations of my own upon the 
subject. I could add nothing of value to the excellent remarks Dr. O’Shaughnessy 
has made. 

H. H; GOODEVE, M. D. 

Professor of, Anatomy and Medicine^ 

Medical CoUege. 

Calcutta, May 13, 1837. 

* Tlw HoHpUsI has Hince this paper wan written been Mllmatedat 1,300 rupees per month, this will 
make the total expense ofUie Hospital and sU Dispensaries, Hupev's 1,040. 


W. B. O'S. 
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MUTTY LOLL SEAL. 

Observations on the Fever Hospilal. 

I approve of the continuance of the Fever Hospital on its present site and 
situation ; all that I have to observe on this head is that the Police Hospital should 
be entirely separated from it, so that there may be no communication between the 
inmates of the one and diose of the other. 

It is highly desirable that there should be a separate and distinct entrance to 
these Hospitals respectively. 

Thaliiii the event of this separation taking place, and the friends and relatives 
of the patients of the Fever Hospital being permitted to visit them during their 
domiciliation in the Hospital, 1 am of opinion that Native patients would feel en- 
couraged and become more willing to resort to the Institution and avail themselves 
of its benefits more extensively. 

It would tend v%ry much to the improvement of the knowledge and expe- 
rience of the Medical students were they allowed to be present at the treatment of 
the fever cases by the European physicians. 

Pursuant to the immemorial custom of my countrymen, the allowing of the 
friends and connexions of the patients to visit them during their confinement in 
the Hospital w^ould have the salutary tendency of giving them good cheer and 
keeping up their spirits, whereas an exclusion of the indulgence would conduce 
materially to depress them, as the native practice and customs are diametrically 
opposed to those of Europeans. 

Whilst on the subject of the Fever Hospital, I beg to suggest the propriety 
of some enactment for the prevention of one of the principal causes of fever in 
Calcutta. 

It must have been observed by every observant person, that there are in 
Calcutta hundreds of fiitliy stagnant holes and small tanks, in which natives are in 
the habit of bathing, and this practice in conjunction with the malarious exhala- 
tion from these stagnant pools, is the principal cause of fever and ague masgnto 
the native population. 1 would suggest that no person should be allowed to dig 
a tank within the limits of Calcutta smaller than such dimensions might seem 
necessary to the Conservancy department, to keep it purci and that all smaller 
ones should be filled up ; that Government should cause to be dug, four large 
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Tanks (similar to tlie one <1)4 / Hindoo Collegia) i^ .evdrjr ecjiiare mi^M 

Calcutta, two to be appropriated for i^ihing and twdrfbr' prinking, and the^' votMT. 
be sufficient tor e\ery purpose^ aind would ke^ tbe city nwch more free froiii^'' 
fever in future. . ■ j-.a .(W'.-V .. 

. •' ' 

Natives have also in iheir compounds and smalt open behind the^ 

houses, many of these smalt .tanks, the stenidi from whidi du rid g- the hot weather 
sometimes is almost intolerable. I would suggest that none of these should be 
allowed to remain, but that all tanks under certian. dimensions,, whether enclosed 


within walls, or otherwise, should be filled up, and parties not allowed to dig any ' 
under the dimensions fixed. , 


Cetlcttitat loth May, 1837. 


MUTTY LOti SEAL. 


. 

test.: 


No. 58 A. 

May, 1837. 

RUSTOMJEE COWASJEE, Esg. 

Having been present at several of the late fires that have devastated the city, 

I beg to lay before the meeting a statement of fiiOte that <^e under my personalfil^ 
observation. During the great fire that extended alt along tbe Upper Circular Road, 

I particularly noticed the scarcity of water in that direction. 1 observed some fire 
engines on the spot, but they were rendered pei'fectly useless for want of water, 
there beiug few, if any tanks in the vicinity of the fire, the consequence was that 
there was nothing to check the fury of the flames which went on cousuniing every 
hut and building in the way with fearful rapidity. 

I think the Committee ought to bring this to the notice pf Ooyerppient, and 
that too without delay, as a more favorable opportunity for purcht»it^ ground and 
digging tanks could not present itself dien the present. I would rei^mend that 
a line of deep, large tanks should be; immediately dug, at convenient distances, 
all along the Upper Circular Road, ' wbe^e is,moie seq^e than |n aiiy other 
part of the town. The ground might now be purebased at moderate prices before 
the proprietors have time to erect new hats a^.tbe site of tiiose burnt down. I 
think tbe Government ought to bear the indiioemeiU fpr them 

to come forward, I will undertake, if Gpverfimeg^.yrftf Uie ground, to excavate 
at my own expense four large tanks between, the B^tieppuah, Mirzapore and 
Maniektullah, and I am sure that many rich land'hoidarit ^ill readily do as much 
or more in other parte of the town. 

, . 'll * 

1 take this opportunity also to Inring to the notice of die meeting the great 
distress that prevails among, .the pepr people who have been burnt oiit of their 
houses-'inany of these poor creatures having lost all they possessed, have no 
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of rcn«W!^^i|^r h«bitstion9^ ar^ «tarvihg for wntii of food. 1 

J^vo ii»o duttU but Govcirnaicat wUl alreadjr) eooti^ute Uberallj 

f their. rdfu^ -but i^e pubHo bboold .tdd.thc^ in ihist cbariuble work. I liuow 
ibi^jr w]lw,.,waiiise«j^ to contribute haiiil4k)ine^yi..|)ro.vb^.ltbey ban Wmsiired tbot 
V l^etj^'oobtjribttt^bbV wi^l Ixi^roperly sj^lied. I v^ld ''anggest that a Ck>miiiiittee 
Wnppoint^ to en(}uire into the truth of tbb repri^enftations that may bo brought 
' . fae^nv theiHf with foil to aid such of the pour as actually stand in nood of 

’ft.- The CumutUtee to ponant of persons well acquainted with the locality of the 
City and the SubuVbs. ' i'he Superintendent of Police should be on the Committee. 


|t^ jhi;iuld.he.:urged upon Government by the Committee that hereafter it be 
uhperathre iHi the natives to build their huts with tiled roofs ; it is a mistake to sup- 
pose that the expense thereof will be much greater than thatch, Specially at pre- 
sent when in -consequence of the number of fires that have occurred within the last 
month, straw suitable for thatching, has greatly risen in price. On an average 1 
am persuaded that the difference between a thatched and tiled roof will not exceed 
one rupee eight annas for each but, or at the utmost two rupees. It is argued that 
the heat under a tiled roof will be much greater than under a thatch, and that sick- 
ness will be engendered jn consequence, but how is it at Bombay and at Madras 
where the native hats are roofed entirely with tiles, you seldom hear of fires there, and 
1 doubt if sickness be more prevalent than it would be were thatched houses used. 


These are mere suggestions for the consideration of the meeting, but whether 
adopted or not 1 am sure you will all agree with me that sonietliing should be 
I immediately done to J|^lieve the distressed poor. 

(Signed) RUSTOMJEE COWASJEE. 

1837. 
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Hi CoWlMte, fiM|. 
m May, 1637. 

apsTOMJea cowasjek, E»e. 

In my former Miirato on tbe subject of the late fires, 1 gave it as my (^pinion 
that all persona aboold be eompelled to erect their dwellings of less inflammable 
materials than thatch and mats 

The chief ofa^tion which 1 learn the authorities have, to pass sudr a Law, is 
the hardship it will occasion tn the poor, by increasing tire expense of thdr huts ; 
but I think I can without much trouble convince the Committee that no tech 
result would follow the measure^ 1 know from my own experience that a hut or 
sited with mud walls and tiled roof may be erected at a cost not exceeding S5 to " 

30 per cent, over one built of mats iind straw; while the expense of keeping the ' 
former in repair is infinitely less than that of the latter. Those who have paid any 
attention to the sulugect must know that a thatched voof, if not requiring compUtt 
renewal annually, at least requires very considerable repurs, while on the other 
hand, in the more solid and safe descriptiim of building, the walls tequire no repairs 
but such as the lamates may give them, free of expense, while the few tiles, broken 
or displaced may be replaced for a few annas. ’ ' 

Another advantage which they possess over the thatched huts is that white the 
latter, give it what repurs you may, will seldom last more than two or three years, 
die former, if properly built at first, will if a litde care be taken to renew from time 
to time the lashings of the framework diat Mipporta the roof, last six, right, 
even ten years, so that in feet although the proprietor of the hut be originally put to 
the expense of a few rupees extra, he will be more than compensated for it, in two 
or three years, by the saving be uiakes in the repairs (to say nothing of the greater 
security of bis property from fire). 

The landlord, too, would benefit by the auHisure, lAasmurii as be wofltdhavu 
better security for bis rent. In most oases the proprietors of land let it out in small 
patches to individuals, who build their own huts on it. If the tenant be a poor man 
or not likely to Vemain long on the spot he constructs as ehtli^ a dwriliog as he 
can, it ftoqiiendy happens that the tenant is unable to pay bis rept, his debt 
increases, his hut, the only security the landlord has, is sold to pay the claim, if of 
thatch it produces a mere trifle, whereas if well-constructed it wili^ readily realrze a 
price proportionate to ^ Ocigilnal cost; again, where the landlord himself owns the 
but, be gri» a bigbq| biy or SO per cent, for a tiled mie, than fer one of thatch. 

Thus then 1 attempted to shew that if compelled to build in a substantial 
manner, the nstiW so fiur from snfieripg injury thereby, will in feet be gainers. 

Ik 
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Oa,)|;otng Berthe ground the aeite of the late dres^ 1 observed the ruins of 
Vnahy oeir built hilts with mud walls, and at a rough guess, I estimate the number 
to have been considerably more than half of those consumed. These as well, as 
several puckak houses, would have been saved but for their vicinity, to the straw 
huts, which in many cases are erected close up to the very wafls and windows of the 
tiled and pnekah houses, but the Police, it seems, had not the power to prevent 
dieiieerection, or to enforcie their being built of less inflammable materials and thus 
the fire spread without the possibility of check or controul. 

1 mentioned in my last paper that at Bohtbay and Madras no thatched build- 
ings are allowed in tlie Towns. In Bombay the prohibition was ordered in 1805, 
'when inconsequence of a 'devastating fire that lasted thfee days, Government issued 
^hn order that in future uo tliatclied buildings should be allowed, llie order was 
obeyed, and the consequence has been that fires have been far less frequent there 
since diat time, and when they do take place are easily extinguished. 

Another point to which I would call the attention of the authorities, and es- 
pecially of the Fever Hospital Committee, is the necessity that exists for enforcing 
deanUness among the natives, tlie best means of doing which is by compelling the 
landlords to divide off their ground among their tenants in such a manner as shall 
prevent the Accumulation of filth tliat now takes place. The present practice with 
few exceptions is thus :->-A man possessed of a piece of land lets it out piecemeal to 
twenty or thirty tenants, perhaps in the very centre of the patch, those, who first 
commence building, dig a hole for the purpose of supplying themsdves with mud to 
raise their floors with, their example is followed by . the rest«<»into this hole or pit 
is thrown the whole of the accumulated filth of the surrounding village, not even 
exceptihg the ordure pf the inhabitants. In the course time, with the aid of sun 
and rain it becomes a perfect nuisance, Mntaminatihg the whole of the surrounding 
. atmosphere and as a matter of course engendering fever, and other malignant 
diseases ; from these^ink-holea the iUth is never removed I 

But it is useless tp.Att<Mnpt.to deserfoethe nuisance on paper, let one or more 
of the European Committee ttc^mpany nie' to those parts that are inhabited by 
natives and I will, venture tb say that they will be bettw convinced in one hour, of 
the correctness of what 1 have said than by the evident of iritnesses in a week. 

The only way that occurs to me of remedying this evlh ^tb!cottipel the na- 
tives to erect their huts wkb greater togidarity, and to impose i' dne oA lohd- 


That there would be'an outcry agMatSti'^idh a Regulation, at firsts 1 thtve 'not the 
least doubt, bait When once the law'u''pass^ And (forced, comjdianbe fea^y 
follow. ' The fiict'is that'if left to themshlv«i,”the Wativss of .Beiqpj wldi ' a •' few 
enliidi^ed itc^tions vsill not move one stt^ biit td'tbeir 
ithprovntaent, they wflV hot expend a rupee eVeh th<»iid> 
dial by So doing tltey 'wUl gaiti double die aaiouht. ' But if forced to dh it, by the 
. strong ariif of power, they will ^umMe'at'tfae bardshqy'at first and then^ when they 
. begin to feel the bemfit^l ic^ecis of the meesure, they ;wdl edmit die wuhlmn of it. 
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lord, as well as on tlie tenants wherever such sink^hoies and filth may be found. 
Regularity in the buildings would cause a freer circulation of air than can be the 
case where huts are huddled together, and moreover the landlord will be a gainer, 
inasmuch as he will then be able to let out the ground that at present, from iu 
contiguity to the nuisance, no one will take. For the accommodation of the na- 
tives, public tatties might be erected in various parts of the town, or if that could 
not be, the proprietors of land might be compelled to appropriate some corner of 
their property for the purpose, so situated as that the filth might be removed by 
the conservancy carts. 

On tlie subject of the scarcity of water in various parts of the town, as point- 
ed out in my former minute, I have been requested to lay before the Meeting the 
accompanying petition, signed by a great number of the inhabitants of Boitaconnah 
and Bow Bazar, tlie petition as will be seen, is addressed to, and was intended for 
the Lottery Committee, but the subscribers having lenrnt, that that Committee 
had not power to attend to their suggestions, have throiigli their representative 
Mr. A. DeSoiiza, requested me to lay it before you, in order to ensure its coming 
under the perusal of the Government. You will observe that not only is it repre- 
sented therein that a great scarcity of water exists in cases of fire ; but that even 
ibr culinary and other purposes the inhabitants are greatly inconvenienced by the 
want of tanks. In Mr. DefSouza’s letter to me, which accompanies the petition, you 
will perceive a suggestion that a tank should be dug on the sMle of the late Boita- 
connah Bazar behinil the Roman Catholic Church, the ground belongs to the 
Government, who it seems are about to dispose of it, but if applied to, for the pur- 
pose suggested by Mr. DeSouza, 1 am sure the Government will grant the request. 

There are many other points on which 1 might dwell, as conducive to the 
safety of the town, and the health and comforts of the inhabitants ; but 1 have 
already occupied too much of your time and shall therefore defer them to some 
other day. 


RUSTOMJEE COWASJEE. 


Calcutta^ Wth May^ 1837* 
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No- S9. A. No. 69 A. 

A. Di'SuUJSA, Esq. ■ 

RUSTOMJEE COWASJEE, Esquire. 
Mr Dear Sir, 


As you are a Member of tlie Fever Hospital and also 
one of the Committee for the Improvement of the Town of Calcutta, 1 beg to 
enclose the original letter which was recently addressed by the inhabitants of 
Boitaconnah to the Lottery Committee, soliciting their aid and influence in con- 
verting the parcel of land, commonly known by the name of the Boitaconnah Bazar, 
which is the property of Covc/nmen/, for Uic purpose of making a tank for public 
use. In addition to the Memorial herein enclosed, I beg to state for your intbrma- 
tion that 1 understand tlie said property is shortly to bo disposed of, in consequence 
of the present tenant being obliged to forego his claim against the ryots, from all 
the thatched buildings having been destroyed by Are, the present is therefore the 
best opportunity for the Governpicnt to authorize the disposal of this land, estimated 
about one biggah, for the purpose solicited by the Memorialists. In the hope that 
, you will take an early opportunity in submitting the enclosed to the General Com- 
' - mittee for their earl]iuAZ>nsideralion aud that they may lay before Government. 


8th May, 1837. 


I remain, your’s very faithfully, 

A. DeSOUZA. 


To C. Trower, C. 11. Barweix, J. Master, D. MacFarean and G. J. 

Cordon, Esquires. 

Members of the iMtery Committee^ 

Gentlemen, 

We, the undersigned inhabitants residing in . the Lower 
Bow Bazar, and Boitackbana street, and Middle Circular Road, viewing with ad- 
miration the various and confessedly great improvements which the Lottery 
Committee, under the orders of Government, have from time to time made within 
the Town of Calcutta, beg, on behalf of ourselves, and other inhabitants residing 
in the Bow Bazar, Boitackbana and Middle Circular Roads, to draw your atten- 
tion to the want of a public tank in a central situation in their neighbourhood. 

* . ' 

There are a few tanks to which we could without molestation resort^ but the 
water in them in the dry season becomes in a state of Agnation, and over whose 
surface a green slimy substance coagulates, tliereby rtfhdering it more fllthy and 
totally unfit for domestic purposes, and it is doubtfal whether the drinking of it 
would be healthy. 
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The water from one or two tanks of private individuals, which is permitted to 
be taken only during the rainy season, ^low but a scanty supply, and that but at 
certain hours in the day, which the inhabitants could not at all times command^ 
and on that account are put to frequent and great dbtress from the want of an 
article so necessary, particularly in the scorching heat and dry season, and it is 
really a pity to see the poor and indigent class of the native population begging 
about for water from place to place. 

We beg to submit, that the most centrical spot which presents to our view 
for the excavation of a public tank^ is that of the petty Bazar south of the Boitackhana 
Roman Catholic Church. 

This spot is said to belong to the Honorable Company, and the Revenues 
realized from the Bazar are, we understand, very trifling, for the straw huts are 
often burnt down, thereby endangering the lives and property of the inhabitants of 
the adjoining houses. This spot, with the addition of a few cottahs of ground on 
the west (which might be procured at a very moderate rate) would admit of a 
long tank of the dimension of the one in Champatolah, down Amherst Street. 

We feel no hesitation in giving it as our opinion, that a more centrical spot 
fur a tank, calculated to ajQTord convenience to a populous neiglibourhood, could 
not be selected ; for, exclusive of the Middle Circular Road, Sealdah, Mirzapore, 
there would be several other communications to the tank, i. e. by Chore Bagaun, 
from Boitackhana Street, Serpentine Lane, Dixon’s Lane, &c. &c. to supply the 
inhabitants of St. James’ Church Street, Shakaree Tolah, Lemboo Tulab, &c. 
and further that the expense ibr the excavation of this tank, added to the cost of 
a small quantity of ground on the west of the Bazar, would in the aggregate 
amount to less than any tank liithcrto dug under orders of Government. 

You, Gentlemen, who arc ever alive to the public interests, will,' we doubt 
not, recommend to Government an extension of its liberality to contribute to the 
comforts of the inhabitants, in respect to the digging of the tank in question, a 
benefit so easily bestowed, and so widely diffused. 

As a further inducement to Government to improve the state of the Lower 
Bow Bazar and Boitackhana Street, we beg leave to bring to notice the extreme 
dusty state of the road, a circumstance which has had a considerable efiect in de- 
preciating tlie value of the property in that street, and that the want of a tank 
debars the principal inhabitants from having the roads watered in front of their 
respective prembes. 

We confidently hope that you may be pleased to bestow your early attention 
on this our representation, and bring it to the favorable attention of Government. 

We have the honor, &c. 

(Signed by 90 Inlubitants.) 

Caleutiat Deeembert .1836. 
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AJ5(.L.McM«bOD,EN|. 

Sbtb May, 1837. 

25th May, 18ST. 

A. St. L. McMahon, Esq. 

Replies to the Queries proposed to the 3Iagistrates hy Mr. Secretary 
Mangles under the Orders of Government. 

Q. 1. How far the system established by the Resolutions of the I2th October, 
1836, and which has had a trial of four years has been found practically superior to 
tViat which it superceded?—^. I feel considerable difficulty in offering any opinion 
as to the merits of the two systems, chiefly because the watch and ward of the 
town is now under the exclusive controul of the Chief Magistrate and Superin- 
tendent of Police, instead of being as formerly under that of the Magistrates in the 
Report Department. Under the old system the Magistrates took their reports at the 
Police Office, whereas the Superintendent takes them at his own house, so that 
formerly 1 occasionally sat with the Magistrate while taking the report and fre« 
quently joined him in disposing of cases as they were brought before him. and thus 
had an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the conduct of tlie Police Officers. 
At present 1 have no such opportunities, and can only draw loose inferences inci- 
dentally from circumstances that turn up in cases that come before me judicial!}', 
or for commitment My inferences 1 may add are favorable to the Calcutta Police. 
1 should doubt whether there is much better protection for person, or property, 
in any great Seaport, particularly when I advert to the nature of our population, 
the facilities and temptations to crime, arising from that, and even from the climate 
itself. 


Q. 2. Are crimes fewer or less heinous?—^. Judging from the cases brought 
before me in the two Divisions I have had charge of, I should say there has been 
little or no change in the frequency of crime, or of the heiuousness of its character. 

Q. 3. Are the perpetrators more flrequently apprehended, and if apprehended 
more frequently punished by sentence of the Magistrates or by the Supreme 
Court?— ./f 8 In all these points I cannot say that I perceive much difference. 

‘^k' v"-' 

Q. 4. Are more or less of the 4^imes committed brought to the official know- 
ledge of tlie Magistrates or of the Superintendent of Police?—.^. Por tlie reason 
before explained, X cannot satis&ctoriiy qpeak to this.'point as the Superintendent 
takes all the reports at bis own bouse. I have bad occasion however to know 
that in cases where no person is ^apprehended, the offence is not brought .to the 
notice of the Division Magistrke^ ao^ . Ais even in e^e cases where parties have 
been in custody. 
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Q. 5. Are the benefits rendered the community by the Police, more or less 
alloyed by the abuse of the power necessarily entrusted to its executive oiRcers ?-r- 
A, To this point likewise ! am only able to speak from incidental circumstances that 
may come to light in the course of my investigation into such ^Division cases as are 
sent up to me. But I should say that the readiness with which complninu against 
abuses of power are attended to, and the facilities for bringing such to the notice 
of the public, if redress were denied by the Magistracy, have their' natural effect of' 
intimidation, and gradually operate on the proneness of the Chowkeedars and 
other underlings to corruption and abuse of power. 

Q. 6. Are Natives or Europeans found the best qualified to the effective and 
unobjectionable executive agents of Police in the city, and if some of the latter are 
indispensable, in what proportion, under what limits and under what restrictions 
ought they to be employed ? — A. ! am of opinion that it is best to employ Europeans 
in nil cases where process has to be served on Europeans, or where resistance may 
be expected, but in other cases, I think Natives preferable : our present Consta- 
bles, and indeefl those for some years past have been much more respectable than 
the same class when 1 first joined the Police in I82i>, this I attribute to the great 
influx of Europeans into Calcutta, wdiicli gives greater latitude for selection 
among respectable persons, in . humble life, disappointed of bettering themselves. 
On the whole I am not aw'are of any sufliclent reason for desiring any change 
in the present practice with regard to the employment of Europeans in the Police. 
The advancement of Mr. McCann I am sadsfiod has had a very beneficial operation 
on the hopes and fears of the European class, and I think it of great importance 
that persons of this class, who are exposed to much temptation in multiplied forms, 
should always have something to look forward to, in the shape of promotion for 
good conduct, and reward for integrity. 

Q. 7. What steps have been taken and with wliat success to check thedepre- 
'dations understood to be very frequent and extensive, which are supposed to be com* 
milled upon their employers by the domestic servants of English or Anglo-Indian 
residents in Calcutta? — A. Upon these points, and for the reason previously 
urged more than once, I do not consider myself to be in a position to offer any 
very strong opinions. But I can say that when crimes of the class referred 
to full under my owm, and I may say my colleague’s cognizance, they are visited 
with greater severity of punishment than would befil the like offences per- 
petrated by ordinary individuals, unconnected writh the injured parties. Al- 
though I cannot take on myself, being without means of accurately judging, 
to soy whether crime of this quality is on the increase or not, yet I must repeat, 
i^what 1 have before hinted as my opinionijy|)|K the absolute amount of depredations 
even in this domestic c|ass, is not alamiingly great. In judging of this question we 
ought to consider the climate, with its open doors and windows, the detached style 
of building houses'and offices, the number of servants, and followers, compared 
with masters. The trusting and careless habits of the latter, and the greatness of 
the temptation to pilfer in a country vvherc the value of money is so high, wages 
and absolute necessaries of life so low, and by consequence where a tea spoon, 
or stray coin is worth so much more to the thief who takes it than to the careless 
master who is plundered. 

D 2 
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Na.«0. 

A Sl.L.McM«lMB|Eaii. 
2Uh May, 1«37. 


On the subject discussed in paragraphs 17 and IS of the Chief Magistrate’s 
report for the year 1835 respecting the field of occupation for the new Magistrates 
and for the duties of the Conservancy Department — I beg to say that I am ready 
to take up all conservancy cases that occur in my Division^ and with which a single 
Magistrate has power legally to deal. With regard to the present or future 
honorary Magistrates I should think that the best and most useful way for the 
public in which they could employ themselves for sometime would be to sit at their 
convenience with one or other of the Division Magistrates, and assist to dispose of 
cases on the file in which the non-stipendiary, particularly if a native Magistrate, 
might render great assistance in sifting evidence ami judging of credibilities. 


A. St. L. McMAHOaV. 


No. SI. 

C. K. KobiHOo, £im|, 
astti May, 1837. 


No. 61 . 


25th May, 1837. 

C. k. ROBISON, Esq. 


To the Secretary of the first Suh-Commillee of ISItmicipul Enquiry. 

Sm, . 

Having been requested by the Sub- Committee, when I was before it 
on the 18th current, to commit to paper any suggestions I could afford them of 
a plan for vesting the collection and disbursement of the assessment upon houses, 
in a Municipal body, instead of a single individual, as at present, I beg to send 
you the following outline. 


The groundwork of such an establishment ought, in my qiinion, to consist of 
the whole male inhabitants and householders who pay annual rents and house tax 
to a specified amount. These should have the power to nominate representatives, 
who, when deputed, would form a Board of Commissioners of Police.” 


In furtherance of this, the city dMh be divided into departments or wards, 
and the inhabitants of each ward should have the power of noting for one General 
and two Resident Comnaissioiier8« who would remain in office for one year, but be 
capable of re-election. 

The amount of house rent entitling an inhabitant to vote must, for the present, 
be comparatively high, and might be fixed at Rs. SO at month iii ail streets south 
of Colootollah, and Rs. 16 in ail streets to the north of it, according to the assess- 
ment books no one should be allowed to vote who is in arrear of his house tax. 
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This body of Commissioners to be increased by certain Commissioners, ex* 
officiis; viz. the Magistrates, the Sheriff, Town Major, the Junior Members of ^ k. nllwlllm Eiq 
the Revenue, Militarj', Medical, and Marine Boards, so as to represent the several suh 9l«r, 1S37. 
branches of the service, and by the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce and 
Trade Association, tliereby representing the remaining inhabitants. 

‘ w *■ 

It should be made the duty of the General Committee of Wards, and of the 
Resident Commissioners of each, to act as local guardians of their districts; they 
should be head constables within their respective wards, becoming acquainted 
with the occupations and characters of all the inmates thereof; they should keep 
an eye over the conduct of the day and night watchmen within it ; they should 
quell all disturbances and improprieties within it, take cognizance of, and use all 
means for suppressing gaming and other improper bouses; sign certificates of 
cliaracter to entitle Tavern and Boarding-house keepers, and also retailers of 
spirits, to procure licenses, and collect the scntiinenis of the inhabitants on all 
cases of interest. 

ft 

They would also, in conjunction with the Commissioners, ex-oflicik, i<>rai 
a deliberative assembly, and hold special and regular staiuioty tneetings at which 
all public measures regarding the cleaning, watching and ligliiing ot the city, are 
dis( u.<s.sed of. Ill ey should, at these meetings, appoint oBicers, regulate salaries, 
levy the as.sessment and possess the whole springs of the executive; Cbmmittees 
should be named out of these Commissioners, for transacting die principal business. 

The i leclion of the Commissioners, except those cx-ofliciis, should take place 
on n fixed day cvlmt year, at n specified place in each ward, where a clc5rk should 
sit to receive the votes and signatures of the electors, and no one should be nlloweil 
to vote by proxy, but every one voting should alteml personally, tlie books should 
be open for two days, and at a certain U^ur the votes counted, and the successfid 
candidate declared. 

The execution of the Police might be thus arranged, a Superintendent of local 
knowledge, and of certain legal experience should be chpsen by the Board, who 
should be the instrument of prosecution on all occasions before the Magistrates ; 
he must have legal power to apprehend and detain for a limited period ; and also to 
institute preliminary investigations, in the sanie manner as procurators fiscal are 
permitted to do by the Scots criminal law.. . He should have as many deputies aa 
there are magisterial divisions of the Town, and immediately under these should be 
town Serjeants and native oBicers. There should be inspectors of lighting and 
cleaning the streets, and a master of fire engines. 

In each division there should be one or two places for lodging complaints and 
detaining culprHa,* till the prelimiitery hiV:e8tigatiou is concluded, when they should 
be forwarded to the head office., . 

Criirtiaal Courts in eoclit dtyuion should be h«\d every Lawful day where the 
Magis^ates thqwld sit and try all eas« brpught before them ; punishing sninmarily 
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iNo. 61. 

C. K. Robiwrn. Rsq. 
a&th May, 1637. 


• In order to re- 
present Uic Civil, IVli- 
litary, Medical and 
Marine Servires. 

f To represent the 
remaining European 
Inhabilduts. 


where they have the power, and referring to the criminal sessions such cases as, by 
law, require to be tried before a jury. 

The General, and Resident Commissioners, by election, would thus, it is to be 
expected, possess the cliaracter of ubiquity ; if they were scrupulous in inspecting the 
whole details of the establishment, and localities of their wards, both as regards the 
situation of prisoners and the dispensation of the funds for their maintenance. They 
ought to visit the head and subordinate watchhouses, both day and night, and 
be rigorous in exacting the proper execution of the duties of the officers. No abuse 
if proper vigilance were used could escape them, and tltcy would not only secure 
the good will of their constituents, but be proud of their office, and ambitious of 
being re-elected. 

On the foregoing plan, and supposing that each of the present four Divisions 
of tite Town were divided into two, from South to North, at any convenient street 
making eight Wards, the following would be the Police and Conservancy Board 
of Commissioners in Calcutta. 

1st.— General Commissioners, ex-officiis, Stipendiary Magistrates, ... 3 


Sheriff, 1 

Town Major, 1 


Junior Member of the Revenue, Military, Medical and Marine 

Boards,* 

Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce and of I'rade 
Association, f 

11 


Sd. — General Commissioners of Wards, by election one in each 8 

3d. — Resident Commissioners of Wards, ^;eo ill each, 1C 


85 

Although eight wards have been suggested in the first place, I would urge the 
increase of these to double or even treble the number, so soon as the first Commis- 
sioners elected became accustomed to their duties. 

Such a system of Municipal management has been found to answer admirably 
in Britain, and it appears to me tliat Calcutta contains materials for a Board limited 
as I have suggested, in point of numbers. 

1 am, Sir, 

, Your obedient Servant, 

C. K. ROBISON. 



22d May, 1837. 
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a K. ROBISON, Esfi. 

To the Secretary to the First Committee of Municipal Enquiry. 

SiK, 

In the outline plan of a Municipal body for nianaging the levying 
and disbursement of the House Tax of Calcutta, which I sent in yesterday, in com- 
pliance with the re(|UGst of the Committee, I did not offer a single word of argu- 
nunt ill favor of such a system of Police, because I understood that all that was 
asked of me was, how such a body could, in my opinion, be organized in /his 
placey but 1 have a strong predeliction for such forma of management wherever 
they are pi acticable, and as I think that many reasons exist here for making the 
experiment, I shall trouble the Committee with a few of them, without stopping 
to explain how far these are" cither borrowed or original, but merely stating that 
they entirely accord with iny own experience, iu all particulars. 

To coerce so idle and immoral a population as that of tha* lower orders of 
Calcutta, and to restrain them from coiniiiitting crimes is a task of no ordinary 
diniculty, and when taken in the aggregate, nio&t people will say it is impossibly; 

\eL if we a'>k ourselves, can we restrain the inhabitants of a small village from 
Clime, or detect tlie offenders, we should answer in the allinnaiive, and think the 
task easy; division is therefore indicated, which must be carried into effect in such 
manner, that there shuli be always a regular well defined mode of conveying the 
impetus from the known to the badly informed. The iiitennediate agents must 
be distinct, that they may not clash, and each perform just so much as is allotted 
to it. After this sub-division there must be classification and combination ; several 
small divisions must be combined into a large one; and these, again into larger, 
till the whole be united under one moving power. 

It is impossible for any Government to keep up an establishment in regular 
pay sufficient for the purposes of an efficient Police, independent of the people, and 
if it were possible, it would be highly objectionable. All tliat is, or ought to l)e 
requisite under any circumstances, is an establisbnient sufficient to conduct the 
details of the duty, and to afford the people a rallying point, when their more ac- 
tive exertiona Rre required to preserve the peace, or to apprehend offenders ; for os 
the peaceable and well dispbeed must far outnumber those who arc disturbers of 
the peace ; the latt^ must always be overpowered when it is necessary to coll forth 
the other part of the Comiaunity agaiOBt them. 

To discover, then, 'rnrhat individuals are evil dbposed is air essential, indeed, 
indispensable step in the formation of on efficient system ot preventive Police. I'iiis 
can only be done through the mMium of the individuals who compose the com- 
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' Nu. moiHty, and witliWety, through rei^ectable part of The hired 

‘C K. officers of Goyfrjumjent are not suffidently admitted into the confidence oiT the peo- 

Muy» 1837 , ple^ be competent to give this information, nor could their informatiaii be safely 
relied on* .Xhey would extort money by using threats of inforiuing; or exaggerate 
the informaiibii they gave, to enhance their own importance and the value of their 
services, whereas respectable individuals,' chosen by themselves, would have the 
^ welfare of the cominunity at heart, and though often loath to accuse, they would be 
Just in their nccusniions, Thus the worst effects of espionage would be avoided* 
and the certainty of discovery, not perhaps of minor, but of all criminals, would 
be effected ; for no man who was an offender, to the extent of crime, could reside 
in one of the smaller divisions without being known to the community as n person 
who procures hit livelihood by unlawful means, and this would become still less 
possible were a respectable person among them, one in the confidence of his neigh«> 
hours specially appointed, and expected to be informed, and to give information of 
the mode of life of suspected persons. This special nominutioii or appointment is 
necessary; for it i«f that only which rescues the person nominated from the odiutii 
attached, in all countries, to an informer, and makes the people among whom he 
resides, as well as those whom he may detect, respect and submit to liiai. 

It is not merely the actual iStness of such a system for the discovery and ap- 
prehension of ofTende rs that renders it so powerful, but the moral effect it pro- 
duces on the miiuls of tIi?w?cCed, who can never be sure of nut being deceived 
and detected, even by their accomplices, or by those in whom, to make their 
crimes profitable, they must place coufidence. 

Many, I know, arc of opinion that the respectable individuals, to whom I 
nlUide, would not accept of such authority.-*! think they would. It wouhl be a 
mark of the confidence of Government and of their fellow citizens, and conse- 
quently a distinction. It would moreover enable them to do much good in ilieir 
neigllbourhood; and thus, they would become more active conMbutors towards 
the general wellitre of the community than private stations admit of; a motive of 
itself too strong, and a feeling fur too general amongst such men, to admit of the 
want of candidates. 

I am one nf those, who, entertaining, perhaps, a more favorable opinion than 
•-ome others, of the upper classes of Natives iit this country, are atixious that they 
should be instructed how to assist in the proper government of ir, rather than that 
they should be kept in perpetual domination; and as the successful systems of 
Calcutta may be expected to extend themselves to the surrounding Zitlahs, and the 
Upper Provinces, I would desire to see this form of Police tried within it, as nil 
errors can be immediately corrected, and no possible danger or mischter arise frooi 
any imperfection, or the want of success. 

Trusting that these hurried lines will be received indulgently by thn Ctfmmittee.' 

I reiDMD, Sir, ^ 

Your obe^ot.Servu)t, 

C.'JC, ROBISd^f. 


sJlM May, 1837. 
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Scheme for the Hospital proposed to be attached to the Medical Colhge* 

1. The proposed Hospital should consist of buildings capable of oocommo- 
dating sepaiately three classes of individuals, lat, Hindoos of high caste; Skiy Ma» 
hometans and Hindoos of hnver caste ; Sdlft Women. A portion of the institution 
might likewise be set apart for Chrtstialt.s many of whom would gladly avail them** 
selves of the advantages of the ILispital. For these purposes a structure might be 
erected forming three sides of a square^ each of the sides being distinct from the 
other, more especially that widely is destined to receive the IH class patients. 
The wliole bhould be capabh* of containing 500 incUviduals» Two tanks at leasts 
Would be necessary, quarters for a resident sargeon and tmmeroas out oflgees. 

2. The ground now occupied by the Police Hospital is amply sufficient for 
all the present purposes of such an institutUm, as the Committee may observe by 
a reference to the accompanying plan of those premises and ground plan of the 
proposed building. The total cost of erecting the structure there in cctitefaj^buion 
is estimated by private builders at 50,000 Rupees. Nativefi probably would oon** 
tract for a much smaller sum but the work wonld be very inferior* In recom- 
mending this site for the new Hospitah we of course contemplate the removal of 
that which now qccupies the ground, another sittt|iiion fpr which might easily be 
found, whilst die materials of die old will then become available for the new building. 

3. It will of course be necessary to divide the Hospital effeclually from the 
Medical College, but a higli wall will answer that objlsct completely, and with such 
a separadon, we do not contemplate Ouy injury to the Cofirge from the inteiference 
or curiosity of the Hospital inhabitants. Neither do we anticipate any difficult on 
the part of the natives to avail themselves of the benefits offered them by the insdtu** 
tion, because of its proximity to an anatomical school, whose operations they never 
will be permitted to witness, about which they can learn nothiog except by report. 

\ 

4. At the same time in condueting the managenirnt of the Hospital strict 
attentim sbottld be paid to the feelings and prejudices of the nativest and every precau.- 
tioi) adopted which might reoiove from their minds any dread or dislike to enter an 
establishment that promises so jpreat advantages to the native inhabitants of Calouits. 

5. It appears to na timt £be new institution should embrace the treatment of 

every variety of diforder, Sttrgieal aa^weii as Medical, perhaps therefore the term 
Native would be more appropriate than tliht of Fever Hospital. 
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No. 63. 6; 5ktt patient room o?, Dispensary |ir^l fee necessary ivhereui to examine, 

and prescribe for those who are able to attaiid ther^ and from whence cases 

sath Miiy, te^. ' " may be selected for the Hospital wards. - 

7. If this institution be intended.'to forni x useful school for the pupils of th^ 
College, the medical charge of the patients slmnld be entraslcd entirely to the Pro- 
fessor of that cstabliahmen^^ VVe hare already proffered our services this 
purpose and we beg once more to expr^s our willingness to be entrusted with the 
duties in question, provided the Hospital be tiot placed under the controul of any 
superior medical officer. The appointment of such an individual as a Senior Sur- 
geon or Superintendent is quite unnecessary in die proposed establishment. It 
would prove a burthensonie addition to the exj^enses, and it would probably inter- 
iere with the advantages of the Hospital as regards tlie Medical College students. 
It is manifest that the Professors can employ the cases in tlie Hospital wards as a 
source of instru6tiou to their pupils widi far better success if the patients are placed 
coitipletely under their management, than if the .sick were in charge of another 
medical uiBcer who might not always co-operate with them in their views of the 
treatment necessary for the patients, or the conduct requisite to be displayed to- 
wards the pupils. 

8. A resident Surgeon will be needed, to attend in cases of emergency and 
to take charge'of the sick during the absence of the visiting medical officers, quar- 
ters therefore must be provided for him ond his salary may be 200 Rs. per month. 
The charge of the various wards may be assigned to the medical othcers in equal 

' proportion, the resident Surgeon taking his share in addiliou to the general duties 
which will devolve upon him, 

9 . The office of dressers and assistants should be performed by the pupils 
as in the European Hospitals, and these duties, highly important and instructive 
AS they are, would soon become objects of honorable competition among the Col- 
lege students. 


10. An Apothecary will also be required upon a salary of 100 rupees per month, 

1 1, The establishment of servants, &.c. might be as follows • 

1 Writer, 25 

1 Compounder, 12 

2 .Dressers, 10 

4 Bearers at 4 eacli^ 16 

3 Cooks at 5 each, i 15 

2 Bheesties at 4-8 each, . • • ... ^ . 9 / 

2 Bhnrees at 4 i ^8 eacli, 9 

2 Mebters at 4 t^aebi^ 8 / 

1 Matraneeat 5 , .*«.»•••,•«. ' 6 

2 Moordaferoshes at 8 each, o 6 

1 Dhobie, 

125 

V - ^ 
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Although the Hospital should be built with fteilides for aocohimodating 560 
individuals it is improbable that there will at present be nmre than 800 in patients^ 
possibly th^ will not exceed 150 for some years» but allowing for the utmost^^ 
^mber that can be expected the diet money of 800 at two annas each per day will 
amount per mensem to Rs. 750. 
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lire total monthly cost of the Hospital will dien be as follows. 


Resident Surgeon^ 200 

Apothecary, lOD 

Servants,, eoees a. owe .e.. 125 

Food, &c. for 200 Patients, 750 

Bazar Medicines and Sundries, 125 


Total Rupees 1,300 


12. If the proposition of erecting the Hospital upon the site pointed out in 
this paper be not approved, sufficient ground could unquestionably be procured in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the Medical College for about 20,000 or 25,000, 
or it might be rented at 150 or 200 Rupees per month. In either case while the 
buildings are in course of erection temporary accommodation could be afforded to 
the patients in choppurcd Imts and tents. 

DAVID HARE, 

Secretary Medical College. 

Medical College^ the 25/A May^ 1837. 
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Dr. A. R. JacknoQ, 
a5tli Slay, 1837. 


I have very carefully gone over the report of the College Council as 
conuined in Mr. Hare’s letter of the 9th March, and witliout hesitation agree 
with that body in recommending that an Hospital be established near the 
Medical College, in order that the pupils may have the benefit of Clinical 
instructions,** but while I am thus fully impressed with the belief of its impor- 
tance and its necessities Att llsu purposes of efficient Medical education, yet, as a 
member of the Fever Hospital Committee, and in that capacity one of the guard- 
ians of the Funds entrusted to our care for its establishment and maintenance, 
I feel myself bound to differ from tlie framers of the above report in many of its 
details, and more especially in regard to a deviation from their original intention, 
that the proposed Hospital should not be erected within the premises of the Me* 
dical College, but in its vicinity. 

The principal object in the foundinion of the Fever Hospital, was the care of 
the sick, and the alleviatioh their misery, and it was one oY its principal claims 

- ■ e « 
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to publie support that the prqudices and feelings of aiU classes and castes of patients 
were to be strictly respected^, and separate accomniodatioa and aaemdanca, as. Sus 
as could be, provided for each. Were the plan now (iroj^osed by tlie Professass 
of the College adopted, viz. to have the Hospital built over the ranges at pjreseaA 
occupied as Libi'ary, &c. no doubt some saving in outlay of money would bo ef- 
fected, but then not only would the benevolent intentions of the subscribers be 
defeated, but as a conseeprence, the hopes and wishes of the Professors thentselves, 
as fir as having the means of Clinical instructions, for ao. Hospital erected and 
conducted on the premises would never be. more than the Police Hospital, already 
in existence on the spot, now is, viz. a place of bhelter for the destitute and dying 
during the few hours exhausted nature has Idl it to linger out the miserable rem- 
nant of life. 


From my own knowledge of Native patients, and the opinions of very many 
members of the Native cornununity with whom 1 have consulted on this occasion, 

I am satisfied that nothing but disappointment would result to all paities from the 
adoption of .such a measure, which although apparently economical in one sen.se, 
would on the other prove a most useless expenditure of Fuiid.s in the obtaining of 
which so imicfa difficulty has been experienced. I do therefore earnestly hope, 
that the Pro&ssors of the College will see itie necesiiity of withdrawing thi.s part 
of their plan, and adhere to the one firsit thonght of, viz, having the Hospital in 
the neighbourhood of the College and as near to it as a proper site can be ob- 
tained. 

In arranging the method of Hospital management we must not forget that our 
first duty is towards the patients and their accommodation, that tho idea of making 
the Hospital u place of Clinical instruction is a secondary consideration, though no 
doubt a most important branch of our scheme. Under this view I .should say that 
the ordinary Medical attendance of the Hospital ought to be vested in one or more 
Medical officers, elected by the subscribers, and totally unconnected with the 
College, that the plan followed in the Edinburgh Hospital (Infirmary) be adopted 
as the model here, viz. that there be ordinary wards for general patients, and 
Clinical wards for the use of the Professors, and that these be assigned to them for 
their exclusive use, atul that they shoald not farther interfere with the management 
of the Institution ; for if once tlve idea gc^ls abroad into the minds of the Native 
population, that the Hospital is s part of the College estoblLshment, and the source 
from whence subjects for dissection are to be supplied: to it, its usefulness for the 
purposes of a General Hospital of relief to sick Natives is at an end. 

One circumstance, to which 1 have before alluded^ seems, entirely to have 
escaped the minds of the CoutiC}i,~tbe prg«cliee and feeling of caste, and which to 
make our Institution vtx all valuable in the eyes of the Natlve.s» or sought after by 
them, must be most scrupolou^y attended to and provided for. 

The attaching a Dispensary, which yrould at the same time serve as a receiv- 
ing room for such sick as would remain in-patients, 1 think would be a most useful 
addition, where all the Medical officers might attend cm stated days in rotation, and 
allot the patients to the di&rciit wards,— clinical and ordinary, on their respective 
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days, or this allotment might be made by the resident Surgeon of the Institution 
to whom might be given over the executive of the Dispensary. At the same time, 
it should be distinctly understood that no patient should be obliged to go to the 
Clinical wards, who did not wish to do so or retained there, if he preferred the 
Ollier. 

The minor details may be easily delayed for future adjustment, — they seem 
generally provided for in the report of the Council, and with a few alterations may 
be readily brought into operation. 

On the other question to which our attention i^iis been directed, viz. the su- 
periority or otherwise of Hospitals over Dispensaries, my opinion remains un- 
clmiigcd. In c.'iscs where Funds are iiiuited to a certain extent in provincial 
towns and villages, I think it probable more may be done towards the preventlou 
of disease and preservation of healih generally, by Dispensaries, when once the 
inhabitants are instructed in the advantages of early application on the first ap- 
pearance of illness; but in large cities wliere from the^ crowding together of the 
houses, and the coiisi^quent want of veiitihition, the employment of the people in 
dilFcrent manufactures and trades, exposure to all kinds of accidents, acute and 
sudden attacks of disease must necessarily occur both in greater number and 
severity, Dispensaries can afford but little or no. relief as to prevenllon, aud cer- 
tainly none as to treatment, for it is only in the wards of a well provided and 
attended Irlospital that this can be accomplishecl, either with benefit to the patients, 
or satisfaction to the practitioner, and I do not believe there is another city in the 
world of the same extent as to size, or of tlte same wealth as Calcutta, where there 
are not three or four Institutions of this descripiioa amply and liberally provided 
for by the voluntary contributions of tlie citizens themselves, without the support 
or assistance of Government in any way, but as it appears this cannot be done in 
this country without such assistance, I cannot for a moment put the two plans in 
comparison as far as Calcutta is concerned, and am fully convincent that without 
an Hospital, the good effected in the formation and maintenance of Dispensaries, 
will prove a most inadequate return for the money thus expended. 
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Calcutta^ \%th Matfj 1837. 


A. R. JACKSON. 
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29th May, 1837. 

MODOOSOODUN GUPTA, examined. 

Q. 1. We believe you have some Medical practice amongst the Natives. 
Will you state your opinion whether there will be finy pnjudici; on the part ol the 
poor sick Natives to resort to a Hospital or Dispensary ?— -4. The poorer class ot 
Natives have no prejudice against the Hospitals, but the better classes have. If a 
Hospital is to be established and the respectable Natives would encourage the 
poorer cla.sa to enter it by recommending those, who wait upon them daily, to go 
to it when sick, and explain to them the advantages of the Institution, I think the 
Hospital would succeed. 

Q. 2. Do you think whether the establishment of a Central Hospital or Dis- 
pensaries with or without beds in different parts of the town, would afford the best 
relief to the poor? — A, I think that Dispensaries with beds would afford the best 
relief (subsequently added), to the greatest number of men, if the premises of the 
Intended Dispensaries are well built, their management is properly secured, and 
the patients are regularly attended by skilful medical oflicors daily at proper limes. 

Q. 3. Why do you think so? — A. Because there are objections on the part 
of persons of high caste, though poor to stay in a Hospital. They would go to 
Di-^pensaries to get medicines, and those who would have no objection might re- 
main there. 

Q. 4. Do you think many of such caste would remain in a Dispensary?— 
A. Many will, if they fftul regulations of the Dispensary good and the attendants 
arc of good caste. 

Q. 5. Do you think the cases of fever could be as well treated at a Dispen- 
sary as at a Hospital? — A. That will depend upon the physician. 

Q. 6. Would it be more or less convenient, the buildings of a Di.spensary 
not being so good as those of a Central Hospital?— /I. The Native poor would 
not mind that, — there is no doubt that they would go to the Dispensary. 

Q. 7. Do you not think that a pucka building well raised is more conducive 
to the cure of n patient? — A. Certainly, the buildings of the proposed Dispensa- 
ries must of course be built better than the ordinary homesteads of the poor. 

Q. 8. Have you heard that diere b« proposition on the part of the Council 
of the Medical College to unite the proposed Hospiul with that Institution ?— 
A» Yes, I have heard it. 
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Q. 9, What li your opinion as fo the H'dlings of the Natives on that sub- 
ject? — J. "J’lie Hindus of r^ood caste wonM not to any Hospital whetii r it. be 
eslablit^lied in the coriipoiind of the Aledic il Coiie.;o or out of il, unlo:.s ilie wealthy 
and rebpc'Ctable Natives persuade ihoui to do so. 


Nt>. cri. 

MoO't OxOIMtuiaiUpfily 
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Q, ]0. Do you think then that iinitin;j^ the Hospital wiih the Cullei^e would 
prevent ^(X'd caste people from i3;oin^? — A» Those that w'ould have no objecliou 
to 1^0 to a Hospital would in sucli case only object to the tlis.sectin»r room, and they 
would perhaps think that the Institution was intended for the benefit of tlie puplb 
railicr than the paiicnls. This is however merely iny own opinion, and I do nut 
know that sucli objections will be raised by the patieuls. 

Q. 11. If ill case of the union the Professors of the Collcrje were to visit lli j 
patients witli their pupils for the purpose of giviu*^ Clinical lectures, woiihl that 
be objoctio’.uible ? — A, if the students were to *50 to llie bed'^ides in small innnber*;, 
say four or five at a lime, tin re would be no objccLi»)n, but if many went, tlie 
patients would think it was for the students’ rather tlian (heir benefit. 


(J 1‘2. AV’e arc not speakini^ of the rich. 1‘hry must find their own medicine 
and physician — hospitals are intended lot* the poor, — do 3'ou think the union of die 
proposed Ho'pilal with the CoUe<rf w'ould be desirable for the benefit of the poor ? 
—A. It is absolutely necessary — f subsequently added,) it is hijrhly desirable that 
tlie Hospital slioiild be connected with the College in order that the patients may 
have the beiielit ol' being constantly visited by the Professors of the College. 


Q. 13. J^'or what reason ? Suppose the plan of the union is adopted do yon 
mean to say that it would be desirable lor the sick poor, or do you lliink tlicre 
would be a prejudice against it which would make them shun the Ho.spit il ? — A. 
Those diat liave no prejudice to go to a Hospital, will not think any thing about 
the union, and if the l*rolessors attend to the sick at proper limes, and no more tlum 
four or live of the students accompany them, then there will be no objection — 
(subsequently added), by this I mean that four or five students should atleiid the 
patients of high castes, while one hundred of them may visit a patient of an inferior 
caste at a time, as they liave no such feelings, which the liigher classes have. 

Q. 14. Then would those who are prejudiceil against Hospitals*, be more 
prejudiced against the proposed liospiiul if it is united with the Medical College ? 

If the higher classes persuade the poor they would make no objection. 

Q. 15. Yon think then that the opinion of a prejudice against the union is 
aipistake ? — A. If tliere is a wall to divide the two Institutions and a proper 
attendance is given on the sick, as I have before mentioned, there will be no 
objection. 

Q. 16. What is the most unhealthy season of the year ?— A From August 
to November, 

Q. 17. Under what complaints do the people suffer during those months ?~ 
A. Intermittent, remittent and bilious fevers, and dysentery and cholera. 

i\ 2 
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Q. IH. What number of people do you suppose suffer from those diseases at 
ihut season ?— .4, About five hundred in each Thaiina, including Bengalee, 
Mahoiiiedans, Up-oountry people, anil East Indians, 

Q. 19. That will be upwards of 18,000 people ? Yes. But in some 
Thannas there are less, in others more, but the average will amount to the number 
stated above. 

Q. 20. ITow many of them are severely affected? — A. Tlic greater part. 

Q. 21. Do you not overstate the number ?—*i. No, although the number 
appears large, the popiilarion of the native part of the town is great, oven in poor 
families, tliere arc twenty-five inmates in eath house ; I mean the total number in 
those four months. 

Q. 22. ilow long do you suppose the fever usually lasts ? — A. Sixteen to 
twenty days. 

Q. 2:1. And for that time are they con/ineil to bed and unable to work ^ — A, 

Yes. 

Q. 24. Do the gvi ati r part recover ami arc able to >\ork or do they rmnain 
sick for life ?— -^4. The greater part recover and are able to work — some conliniic 
sick for life. 

Q. 25. What do you think the best mode of affording relief to those eighteen 
lliou.sand ? — A, Of the number I have mentioned about one-fifih might without 
inconvenience purchase their own medicine. The remainder could not be accom- 
modated in a Hospital. Dispensaries attended by qualified Natives, and supplied by 
bells for those wlio slionUl wi.di to stay, would allbrd general relief. 1 would have 
one Di>pcnsary in each Thaiiiia or two Thannos, and one hundred beds in each 
Dispensary. I do not mean to say lliat the one hundred beds would be always full. 

Q. 2G. What relief do these people get now? — A, They purchase native 
medicine (Pauchun) and employ quack doctors (natives.) 

Q. 27, What proportion of the sick dies ? — A, Seventy or eighty out of the 
five hundred I have mentioned. 

Q. 28. Do any of the Native Doctors who practise in Calcutta, understand 
anatomy or Englidi system of treatment of diseases? — A. Not one of them. 

% 

Q. 29 . But are there none amongst the Natives or Kast Indians who under- 
stand the European system of medicine and treatment? — A. 'Fherc are about 
twenty-five East Indians and fifty Hindus and Mahomedans, who know tlic Eu- 
ropean system of medicine and treatment, ’(subsequently aildcd,) who are little ac- 
quainted with European sj'sicnt uf medicine and treatment. They are unable to 
prescribe, but they arc good compounders. 
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Q. so. Do tliose Hindus and Maliomedans know the English names of 
medicines? — A. Very well. 

Q. 31. Where were they educated ?—yf. In llm late Medical Iiistituiion 
under Dr. Tytlcr. 

Q. 32. Arc they not employed by Goveriniient ? — A. Many of them are. 

Q. 33. Are you employed by any respectable Native family as Moflical .'id- 
vin r, and do you uiake any money by your practice? — A. Yes, by several — Mul- 
lodlmr Mnllic, Ilamgopaul Ghost?, Kinnoo Roy and Singhec family. I urn also 
employed by Rissonolh Molelall, but he employs an European Doctor besides. I 
get from twenty-five to one hundred rupees per aiiimm from each of these families. 

CJ. 34. Do you ever attend at cliild-birtli iu the Hindu hunilics and gener.ally 
on women I do iu>t attend at the child-birth, that is in the midwifery cases; 

but 1 attend on women if tJiey are sick after child-birth and generally. 

(i- 35, If you have to oiler any suggestions on the subject of our enejuiry, and 
wonlil wish to put them on . jniper w'c shall be very glad to receive them ? — A. I 
will put iny scnliiiieiits more fully on paper for lieing submitted to the Committee. 


No. 66. 

29th May, 1837. 

DAVID HARE, examined. 

Q. 1. \ ou know as much of the natives*, as any European, what do you think 

the best means of relieving the poor sick natives. Would a central Hospital or 
Dispensaries in different parts of the Town afford greater relief ? — A. I think an 
Hospital is better than Dispensaries, because the latter cannot get proper medical 
atteiulance although the Dispensaries will be very useful in distribuiiug medicines, 
in connection with it. I should prefer an Hospital. 

Q. 2. What do you think of the plan of the union of the proposed Hospital 
with the Medical College ? — A. 1 think itj^would be advantageous to the Medical 
College, and I think also very advantageous to the Hospital. 1 feci thoroughly 
convinced that the patients would be much bettor attended to than in any other 
Hospital that could be established in this country without a very large expenditure 
to secure the regular attendance of Medical gentlemen of experience. 


lU ootlociMinU u iiG u|>(a , 
JUay, 1837. 


No. no. 

Daiid Half, T'-'ii. 
May, l^a7. 


Q. 3. What is your opinion as to the luiniber of patients who would attend 
the Hospital. Dr. Goodeve estimates it at two hundred i—A, ^think Dr. Goodeve’s 
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Esq. 

.JDth May, 1W37. 


esLimate correct, tlicrc would not be more until the manner in which the Hospita 
is conducted, is fully understood by the natives in general, when 1 suppose there 
will be a large increase. 

Q. 4'. Then would not Dispensaries be preferable, as they would afford relief 
to a greater number ? — A. There should also be few Dispensaries in addition to 
the Hospital. 

Q. 5. If there is no fund to establish both, w'hioh the best?—/!. It would 
be impossible to see the sick people at their own Houses or to get cjualilicd persons 
to attend numerous Dispensaries. They would only be neglected. 

Q. 6. Yon do not think the union of the Hospital with the College would 
alarm the patients ?— .4. In iny opinion the situation of the Medical College 
is an excellent one for the Hospital, and I think the natives would have no objection 
to their being adjacent to each other, provided they are properly separated and due 
attention paid to the customs and prejudices of the natives, w'ilhout which I am con- 
iidctit no Hospital wdll succeed. 

Q. 7. Would the natives leave their homes w illingly to go to the Hospital ? 
—-4. Many of them would 1 lliiiik, and the removal of poor natives from their own 
houses to more comfortable places is of great importance to the recovery of their 
health. 

Q, 8. But a Hospital would not relieve so many as the Dispensaries vvoidd ? 
— A, Certainly not so many, but it will relieve more effectually those who come and 
in a short lime the students of the Medical College will be able to attend the 
Dispensaries, ami the patients at their own bouses. I think the Dispensaries 
would afford more immediate relief if attemled properly ; but I do not believe the 
medical men would attend to them. 

Q. 9. If you have any suggestions to offer upon this subject perhaps you will 
have the goodness to put them on paper and send it to us? — A. 1 wdll do so. 



No. GT. 


No. 07. 


Dr. WniiitoiGraham, 

1st June, 1837. 1st June, 1837. 

Dr. william GRAHAM, examined. 

Q. 1. Wc believe you .'lUend professionally many of the Natives both in 
town and .suburbs ? — A. Yes, many, as both my Native friends here could testify. 

Q. 2. Blit you attend principally on the rich? — A. Both — rich and poor — 
whenever reipiired by the latter I have never refused to attend. 

Q. .S. What are the prevailing disea.scs amongst the Natives?— i4. The pre- 
vailing dl.-^casus are cholera, bowel complaials, and fever. 

Q. U What season of the year is most, unhealthy ? — A, After the rains ; 
during the rainy months I corrsider that Calcutta is particularly healthy ; sickness 
begins in September and October. 

Q. 5. With what description of fever are the Natives generally attacked ? — 

A. The Natives are subject to the same description of fever as Europeans ; from 
August to November, there is much fever. 

Q. G. One of the Native Medical practitioners, named Modoosoodun Goopta, 
estimates tliat upwards of 18,000 persons suffer from diseases at the season you have 
iiientioned; do you agree to his estimate ? — A. I think it impos.sible to arrive at 
any accurate conclusion. I should say that the mortality in fever cases is small, 
from my own experience. In these months I have in the Tagore.s’ family, taking 
the average of the last IG y^’urs, 20 to 30 cases of fever in a year. 

Q. 7, What disease do you consider most destructive to the Natives? — A. 

I regard cholera as the most appalling disease uiuongst the Natives. 

Q. 8. What do you consider the best mode of relieving the sickness of the 
poorer classes of Natives ? — A. I should consider the establishment of Dispensa- 
ries as the most eflicient and humane. I think no other assistance of much avail. 

Q. 9. What number of Dispen.saries do you think requisite ? — A. I think 
one Di.spensary to two Tliaiinahs would be sufficient (37 Thannahs.) 

Q. 10. Do you mean Dispensaries with or without beds? — A, 1 mean with a 
receiving ward, as nearly as possibh;, resembling tlieir own houses. 

Q. 11. Have you any calculation of the expense of such Dispensaries?—/!. 

None ill particular; but it must be on an extensive scale. There must be an 

s 2 
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I)t'. William Ijniliiun, 
iNt Jum*, 1837. 


European apothecary, a Hindoo and Mussulman doctor, and a Medical superinteu* 
dent. 1 think most ol’ tiie Medical men in Calcutta would "ivc their services gra- 
tuitously. I think then' Mould be no want of practitioners. 

Q. 12. D(>uu:!!i ink tins a better mode of relievinjj; the poor than a Hospi- 

tal? — A- I enten.iiii no doubt — I speak wiili confidence bavin*; been Assistant 
Garrison Surgeon at Fort William, I have seen when life might have been pre- 
served, death occasioned by n niuval. Distance and exposure are great objeclions. 
Ill th(? Fort every assistance was given to renjove them. In the native town, I 
look upon the i emuvul as impossible. 

Q. 13. Then \ini con.sider Dispensaries the best for the relief of the sick 
poor ?—A. Undoubtedly. 

Q. M‘. What buildings would you think Mifficient in a Dispensary.'^ — //. I 
do not think piickah buildings necessary, mud walled and tile roofed huts would 
be suilicieut. 


Q. 15. Do you thlidv that the Natives would object to going to a Hospi- 
tal? — A, W s, decidedly — separation from their families alone would prevent llieiii 
from going to a Liospiial. 

Q. \6. Y ou think their feelings in favor of Dispensaries?— I have t]ues- 
tioned many; they all prefer Dispensaries. 

Q. 17. Do you see any objection to the union of the Fever Hospital and 
Medical College?— -i. If liumanity is thrown overboard, I do not regard tlie 
.situation as particularly favorable. 

Q, 18. What do you mean by the expression of ‘‘if humanity is thrown 
overboard ? " — A, 'Fhe i stabli-shment near tlie College would deprive thousands of 
its benefit. If bolli are e.^tablished good and well. 

Q. 19. Can you suggest anything else on the .subject under consideration ?-— 
A. To point out the advantnge.s of Dispensaries 1 was looking over the report of 
181H-19, when Cholera prevailed. The number of cases was about filiy or sixty 
ihousaml, and the mortality six per cent. It wa.s remarked that no case recovered 
w here medicine was not given, — taking the disease early, the treatment was successful, 
— Dr. Jameson’s report contains these particulars, 'riie Native Doctors were under 
Kuropean superintendence. ()iu‘ or two native gentlemen liave authorised me to 
say that they will give ground for Dispen.saries. 

Q. 20. Who are they ? — A, The Ghosaul family at Kidderpore and 
nissonauth in Calcutta. 
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No. I'S. 

Dr. C. C. Egertoiif 
1st June, 1837, 

Du. C. C. EGEllTON, examined^ 

Q. 1. Have you much practice among natives 1—A. Yes ; the Eye Infirma- 
ry is filled with natives. 

Q. 2. What number do you see daily? — 'I'he relurn to-day is 81 in- 
doors, and about 20 out^doors, each out-door patient takes three days medicine. 

We have a surgery in which the medicines are made up and operations performed. 

Beds are offered to bad cases, if refused, they attend as out-patients. 

Q, ll, Have you considered tlie question of Dispensaries and Hospital as to 
affording the best relief to poor sick natives ? — A. I do not see the distinction 
between a Hospital ami a Dispensary with beds. The advantage of a single 
Hospital is the .supcrinlenclence of the regulars of the profession. The books are 
regular and I could mention u singular occurrence. 1 saw evidence making a total 
of 18,000. One Dispensary alone cures 74,000. The advantage of Hospitals is 
that no irregular returns of this kind exist. Supposing a patient is seized with 
fever on Monday he is seen by the Apothecary at the Dispensary, and every dose 
given is entered as a fresh case. If a return of great number is wished, it can be 
had at the Dispensaries. 1 am anxious only about one set of people — the pupils 
of tlie Medical College, I take an intense interest in the success of the College, 

I consider that the pupils can only be made Surgeons by fullowing our example. 

From seeing patients we go to the anatomical theatre and the dissecting room. 

We spend six or seven years of our lives in this, the natives must do the same, 
attending Dispensaries will do them only harm. The pupils would have no means 
of learning the nature of diseases. 

Q. 4. We are at present only considering the object of affording relief to the 
ponr sick natives. Would Dispensaries with beds relieve the poor effectually ! — 

A. Yes, if properly superintended. 

Q. 5. Are Dispensaries or Hospitul most effectual ? — A, I think a mimber 
of small Hospitals, well constructed, would be mure effectual. 

Q. 6. Have you means of supplying tidequate European attendance to a 
number of Dispensaries ?—/i. No, certainly not. If it is wished to ascertain the 
use of Dispensaries at present in operation call lor the returns. 


No. 68. 

1st June, 1837. 
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No. 69. 

R. S, ThoniBOD, Rm). 


Noo GO. 


To W. C. HURRY, Esq. 

SecreLary Municijuil Committee. 

Sir, 

In accordance with the wish expressed in your letter of the 28th 
ultimo, that the Committee of the Trade Association should furnish your Committee 
with their suggestions, or a plan embracing tlie better regulation of the Municipal 
affairs of Calcutta, I am authorized to state their unanimous opinion, that the pre- 
sent method of assessment and disbursement by Government of the Municipal 
Funds, cannot but be unsatisfactory to the assessed, so long as they have no voice 
in the election of the public ollicers who control tlie levying and the expenditure of 
those funds — especially intended for the comfort and the safety of the inhabitants 
and the salubrity of the City of Calcutta. 

With a view to placing the Municipal affairs of Calcutta on a popular and 
satisfactory footing, the (’ommittee of the Trade Association beg respectfully to 
suggest— 

1. That the Court of Quarter Sessions, be called into active operation as a 
Court of Appeal, as well as for sanctioning the levying of the Assessment and the 
controlling of all Municipal affairs. 

2. That the Court consist of the Chief Magistrate us Chairman, and of ail 
gentlemen holding Ilis Majesty’s Commission of the Peace as Members. 

3. Tiiat the Court of Requests be considered as a Municipal Court and its 
Commissioners elected by the householders annually, to be eligible for re-election. 

4. That the Police of the city be entrusted to the Chief Magistrate, four 
Police Magistrates, and a Superintendent, as at present, but to be elected annually 
by the householders, and to be eligible for re-election. 

5. That the Conservancy of the city be entrusted to four Commissioners, to 
be similarly elected, with magisterial powers and summary jurisdiction in all matters 
relating to Conservancy afiairs, subject to appeal to the Court of Quarter Sessions. 

6. That the Assessment Funds, the Abkarec, the Lottery Fund, the surplus 
fines levied at the Police and Court of Requests, and any other local and Municipal 
Funds, be placed under the niiuiageinent of the Police and Conservancy Departments 
through the medium of a town receiver or treasurer, subject only to the control of 
His Majesty’s JiiNtices in Court of Quarter Session assembled. 

7. That a Charter of incorporation be granted to the inhabitants of Calcutta 
empowering them to elect their own Magistrates, Commissioners, Deputies and 
Assistants. 
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8. That the city be divided into four divisions, subdivided into wards ; each No go 

division having an Alderman, (or Honorary Magistrate) a Police Magistrate, a ^ s Thoi^ 
Conservancy Commissioner, a Deputy Alderman and an Assistant Commissioner, **"•«»» 

with suitable establishments. 

9. The Police Magistrates and the Conservancy Commissioners to be paid,— 
the Aldermen, Deputies and Assistants to be honorary. 

10. The election of the Aldermen, Police Magistrates and Conservancy 
Commissioners, to be submitted for approval to the Governor General in Council, 
who should possess a veto ; which if exercised, a new election should take place. 

11. The above named oflicers to be elected by householders, paying a month* 
ly rent of Company’s Rupees or upwards, or living in houses, their own 
property, of equal value. 

12. That the Suburbs of . Calcutta, from, the lowest house in Garden Reach, 

to the highest house at Cossipore, two or three (or more) miles inland inclusive, be 
formed either into a separate corporation—or be joined to Calcutta, by extending 
the boundaries. Garden Reach, Allipore, Entally and Cossipore, might each A>rm 
a division, as in Calcutta, with Aldermen, Magistrates, Commissioners, and, if 
necessary. Deputies and Assistants as in the city. The Suburbs, to be subject, of 
course, to Assessment, which would cover the Conservancy and nightly' watch ; 
but it would be necessary for the Government to grant allowances, to the Magis- 
trates, if they were appointed and paid like the City Magistrates, but on lower 
salaries, say 500 or 600 per mensem. ^ 

If a plan founded on the above suggestions should be recommended by the 
Municipal Committee and approved by Government, the Committee of the Trade 
Association are prepared to enter more particularly into detail, as the subject has 
been fre(]uently under their consideration; but they are not. desirous, at present, to 
obtrude further on the attention of the Municipal Committee, nor until tlicy arc 
called upon to do so. * 

The Committee of the Trade Association beg to express their conviction that 
no difficulty would be found in inducing inhabitants, of the middling class of society 
for whom alone they speak, to exereise the liberties conferred on them of choosing 
their own Magistrates, Commissioners, &c. and of aspiring to such of the offices, 
whether honorary or paid, as they might be deemed eligible to fill; 

I am requested to dffiw, personally, any further explanations of the sentimenLs 
of the Committee of the Trade Association, of whjcb 1 am ex-officio Chairman, and 
to'state that should evidence be Airther required, I cab submit the names of per- 
sons qualified to afford tlte information desired. . . 

. .1 hit ve . the honour to be* Sir, 

' , Yotul nttist obedient Servant, 

: R. SCOTT THOMSON, 

. ' Mastft', Calaiita Tr«de' Association. 

Calcutta^ IQ/fi iklny, ISSTi 
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No. 60. A. 


No. 69. A. 


R S. Tbomnun, Em|. 


Sin, 


Wm. COBB HURRY. Esq. 

Secretary Municipal Committee. 


I liave the honor to forward for tlie information of the Municipal Com- 
mittee, the details of a plan for the Municipal Government of Calcutta, in further- 
ance of the suggestions respectfully submitted by a Committee of the Trade Asso- 
ciation a short time ago. 

That a change in the present system would be con.sidered salutary, and that 
the public generally would support any plan which was grounded on popular elec- 
tion and gave tlie inhabitants an interest in the appropriation of the City funds, I 
am fully rimvinccd from the sentiments expressed by the Members of the Trade 
Association and others. 

The following resolution unanimously carried at a full meeting of that body 
gives assurance of their willingness to perform any duties that may be required of 
them, or to assist in carrying into effect any measures that Government may adopt 
for the improvement and advantage of the City. 

“ Resolved . — That the Members of the Trade Association generally are 
fully disposed Co co-operate in the measures now proposed for the establishment 
of a Municipal Government for the City of Calcutta, and they will individually 
he ready to devote a reasonable portion of their time to the fulfilhieiu of any 
“ public duties which they may be called upon to perform.'' 

With regard to the eligibility of the electors being fixed at twenty rupees 
monthly rent, and upwards, the Trades Committee have been guided by the Assess- 
ment returns, also by the Information they have received as to the qualifica- 
tions and respectability of those parties generally so assessed. The annexed scale 
exhibits a list of about five thousand voters for the four Divisions of Calcutta, a 
number (it is presume<l) amply sufficient for ail the purposes of election and em- 
bracing all classes and creeds of the community. 

That much good would result from dividing the Divisions of the City into 
Wards, and the appointment of Common Council-men over these Wards, the 
Trades Committee entertain no doubt; they are also of opinion that the utility of 
the Common Council-men would be much increased by investing them with the 
powers of special Constables; their const&nt residence in the Wards to which they 
belong would enable them to act with promptitude on emergency, in all cases 
where the preservation of the peacereqnired their interference. 
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The Trades Committee have refrained from offering any opinion in the sug« No. 69. a. 
gestions now humbly submitted for a Municipal Government, as to whether any g. Thomioiv Esq 
alteration in the Police establishment might not be beneficially introduced. 

It is not their wish to interfere with present incnmbenta should the Govern- 
ment feel disposed to adopt any change for the better regulation of the Municipal 
Funds, but they are convinced a very considerable saving would result from the 
inhabitants possessing a ceruun control over their disbursements as well aa collec- 
tion; that such items, for example as the “ Town Hall” in place of being charge- 
able to the Government at an expense of 11,000 Rupees annually, ought, under 
proper management, to yield at least a considerable return. 

* 

The deficit in the annual revenue employed and collected for Judicial and 
Conservancy purposes as exhibited in Schedule (A) could not perhaps be avdd^ 
during the present incumbency, and it has therefore been respectfiiUy suggested 
4hat Government should grant Lac of Rupees annually for five years to continue 
the efficiency requisite for these departments, during iffaich period die Trades 
Committee are of opinion tliat the expenditure of the City could be brought withia 
the limits of its income. 


I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

R. SCOTl’ THOMSON, 

Maskr, Trade Association. 


Calcutta, ZQlh June, 1837. 




Houses in 

Heni helow 
‘iO Unpet s per mo. 

20 Rupees to 50. 

50 Rupees to 100. 

iOO Rupees and 
upwards. 

1st Division 
2(1 Ditto 

3(1 Ditto 

4th Ditl»t^ 

5,675 

8,6.59 

1,847 

1,486 

978 

878 

451 

376 < 

Particulars of each 
(livliiionnoi giveti, 
only the total. 

85 

172 

271 

239 


18,106 

^2,671 . 

1,056 

, — 1 

767 
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No, AO. B. No. 69 B. 

R, S. Tliomsoa, E»q. — 

From Trade Association. 

IT IS RESPECTFULLY SUGGESTED— 

1. That a Charter of Incorporation, in revival of the Charter granted by H. 
M, Geo. II. dated 8tli .Tanuary, 1753, be granted to the inhabitants of Calcutta, 
cnipowtTing them to govern and manage all Local and Municipal affairs of tlie 
City of Calcutta, in terms of the Charter. 

> 2. That the inhabitants be authorized to elect annually as n Municipal 

Government, 

• • 

1 Mayor or Chief Magistrate. 

4 Aldermen (one for each Division.) 

• * 4 Deputies (Ditto.) 

16 Councillors (one for each Ward or Sub-division.) 

S. 1'hat to this body, to be denominated the Town Council, shall be referred 
the consideration of all Local Municipal affairs — with authority to hold Courts of 
Quarter Session, agreeably to the Original Charter granted to the City of Calcutta 
by His Majesty Geo. li. dated 8th January, 17.53, us subsequently qualified by 13 
and 14 Geo. IIL and 9th Geo. IV. 

4. That the Court of Quarter Sessions shall consist of the Mayor or Chief 
Magistrate, the Aldermen, the M.igl.strates of Police and such other Gentlemen 
as hold His Majesty’s Commission of the Peace. 

5. Tliat this Court, as authorized by the above recited Acts of Parliament, 
do sanction llie levying of the City Assessment for watching and warding and 
cleansing and repairing the streets, at such rate as they may deem necessary and 
fitting and agreeably to the Act 33 Geo. III. and also do hear appeals from the 
decisions of the Magistrates of Police, also appeals from tlie decisions of the Court 
of Requests, and from till other Local Courts or bodies authorized to appeal thereto. 

6. That the Local Funds specified in Schedule A be placed at the disposal 

of this Court — who shall appoint a Treasurer or City Receiver — who may be the 
Accountant General or Sub-Treasurer, if deemed adviseable by Government and 
this Court — otherwise such person or persons as this Court mtf^^*opf^‘nt, upon 
suitable salary, and with sufficient securities. ^ ‘ 

\ 

7. That the Court of Requests as* at* present constituted be considered a 
Municipal Court and bj: ct/;}cisi 4 >ns subject to rcvisnr*by appeA to the Court of 
Quarter Sessions. 

8. That a Board of Conservancy be established to consist of four Com- 
missioners, I. c, one for each division of the City. The Commissioners to have 
Magisterial powers, with summary jurisdiction in all matters relating to Conservancy 
affairs^-subject to appeal to the Court of Quarter Sessions. ' 
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9. tlie Police of the City, as at present, be intrusted to a Cliiof 

Majri.strate, and four Magistrates — i, e, one for each division of Uie Cii v, wiili ilie 
aid ofii Supcrintcntlent and suitable establishineut. 


No. no. B. 
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10. I'hal the Suburbs of Calcutta from the lowest house in (harden Reach 
to the highest house at Cossipore, two or three (or more) miles inland inclusive, 
be formed either into a separatri corporation — or be joined to Calcutta, by t^xieud- 
ing the boundaries. Garden Reach, A Ilipure, linially and Co.->'.ipore, might each 
form a division, as in Calcutta, with Aldermen, Police Magistrates, Comrnis- 
.sioners, and Deputies as in the City. The Suburbs to be. subject, of course, to 
Assessment, which would cover the Conservancy and iiiglitly w'atcli ; but it would 
be in'cr-)Sai y for the Govern nieiil U» grant allowaiicf s to tbe Magistrates, if tliey 
w'cro appointed and paid like the City Magistrates, but on lower salaries, say 
hOO or per mensem. 


RECAPITULATION. 


'I'lic business of the City will thus he managed in five Principal Courts. 

L 'I'lje Town Council, the functions of which will be princioally deliberaiive ; 
and iu wifu h ail alterations, improvementi» and suggestions, in Municipal a/iairs, 
will be pi imavily considered. ^ 

'riu' Court of Quarter Sessions, as Judicial Court of Appeal, in which 
the Ma}oi* or Chief Magi^triiie will preside. 

:l. 'The C’ourl for the Recovery of Small Debts, in which three Commis- 
sioners divide the duties between them. 


4. The Ihiard of Conservauc}', consisting of four Commissioners, subject to 
the Tow;n Council. 

5. 'I’he Police Gllice, with a Chief Magistrate and fourMagi.-t rates of Divisions. 

An appeal lying from the three latter to the Court of General C^iarter Sessions. 

The City being divided into four divisions and each tli vision iWfe' four (more 
or less) Wards — besides the Mayor, the Chief Magistrate of Police and the Cliief 
Commissioner of Conservancy — there will be to each division an Alderman, a 
Police Magistrate, a Conservancy Commissioner and a Deputy Alderman, with 
establishments as spccilicil in 8cliedule B; also for each ward ot each division, a 
common Councillor who will act in his ward, as will the Deputy in his division, in 
all t?lectiori^ and in the coiiservaLi«>n of the peace — in aid ol the Alderman, the 
Police Magistrate arid the Conservancy Comniissioiier- 

It is suggested that the Mayor or Chief Magistrate, the Aldermen and the 
Commissioners of Conservancy and of the Court of Rexjuests, as well as the Police 
Magistrates, hhould be Justices of the Peace. That the Deputies of the divisioii.s 
be sworn in as Chief Constables thereof and the Councillors be all constituted 
special Constables — but, of course, to be required to act only on emergent occusious. 

That the Petty Court Jail, the House of Correction ami all Jork-up houses 
be, as at present, under the Chief Magistrate. T'ho Mayor and Aldermen being 

fT « ^ 
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No. 60 R times at liberty, and periodically required, to visit the same and report upon 

^ _ their stale to llie Coiiit of Quarter Sessions. 

R. S. liiumson, £ifq. 

I'hut there be in each division of the Town, an office in which the business 
of the division and its wards shall be transacted. The Alderman of the division 
to be the head thereof, with the assistance of his Deputy and a Chief Clerk, on 
such salary as may be deemed sufficient for tlie duties to be performed. The 
Conservancy business of the division to be also transacted in this office and 
generally all ward or division meetings, held therein. 

If the Government of Bengal place at the disposal of the "1 own Council, the 
funds specified in Schedule A, with a grant of one lakh of rupees per annum for 
five years the Council will undertake to meet all the expenses specified in that 
Schedule and provide ways and means (if empowered; to supply any deficit, 
without calling on the Government, or abolishing any existing establi.-»hments, 
except such as may be found useless — wilhoiit aHl’Ciiug the incomes of incumbents, 
whose salaries shall remain as at present, l^rovidcd always that peiTormance of 
duties may be assigned to sinccurisfs, and that all persons employed in subuidinole 
situations shall, as atpiv:>ent, be liable to dismissal for misconduct. 

ELECTIONS. 

The election of all Officers, viz. Mayor, Aldermen, Magistrates, Commis- 
sioners, Deputies of Divisions and Councillors for Wards should, it is coiisiilered, 
on principle, be annual, by ballot. If this be objected to, then it is suggested 
that the Mayor, AUlennen, Deputies and Councillors only be so electt'il, br*Iiig 
eligible for re-election ; while the Police Magistrates au<l paid C^jnnnissioiit r.s 
be appointed for life, subject to removal by petition to the Court of Quarter 
Sessions, in certain cases to be specified. 

The electors to consist of all householders, of whatever color or religion, occu- 
pying houses paying a rent of 20 rupees per ineuheiu, or living in houses their own 
property or ihe^roperty of other persons, of equal value, as per Assessment returns. 

The qualification for Tenants to be the production of a Lnudlordls or Agent^s 
receipt for rent, for a period of at least three months next preceding the date of 
the election— and not more than two months in arrear. Persons residing in their 
own houses, or by permission in houses of others, to prove tliis fact before the 
Alderman of the Ward or his Deputy or other appointed Assessor. 

« The mode of election to be as folloivs : 

1. A registered list of voters to be supplied by the Commissioner of the 
division and to be kept in the office of the Alderman of ihc division, and on an 
appointed day all persons included in that list to be at liberty to vote in person 
for any candidate who may have intimated his intention to stand a ballot for the 
vacant, or about to be vacated, office. The votes to be examined by Scrutineers, 
and publicly declared and recorded at the hour fixed fur closing the ballot. Proxies 
not to be admitted* « 

S. The time and place of ballot, and the names of candidates, to be pnblicly 
announced at least ten days prior to the day of election. 
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CITY OF CALCUTTA. 
Schedule A. 

Annual Income and Mxpendilnre- 


Income^ 

Court of Requests, 55,678 

Assessment (A), 2,24,500 

Police (B) .... 0 

Abkarrce, 1,46,700 

European Distillerios, 22,000 

Lotteries, 29,600 

'J'own Hall, 0 

Ciiowrini<bee Plain, 5,000 

Fees, Fines and Escheats, &c.,.« 10,800 

Convict Labor, 16^,404 


No. (50. B. 
11. S. Thomson, 


Fjxpendiinre. 

60,417 

2,42,638 

3,21,728 

10,100 

12,900 

20,994 

13,729 

0 

0 

13,313 


Total 5,26,882 7,15,810 


(A) Conservancy (Assessment)— 

EsLabUslimeiit,,**.... 43,856 

Contingent, 39,659 

Repairing Roads, 49,615 

Cleaning, 73,891 

Re]).iiriiig Bridges and Drains, 8,317 

Charges of Collection 27,300 


2,42,638 

(B) Judicial (Police) — 

Magistrates’ Salaries, 1,00,000 

DitVerent Establishments, 41,175 

Contingent, ; 28,5 12 

Thannadaree, 1,43,899 

Rent, &c. 8,142 


3,21,728 


Schedule b. 

Additional Division Expenses. 


4 Conservancy Commissioners, 400 1,600 

4 Chief Clerks 150 600 

4 Houses for Office, 150 600 

4 Writers, &c., 50 200 

Per Month, ft .t...3,00U 

\ 
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No. (59. B. 

R. S. Thuiution, Ks([. 


Schedule C. 

Town Council Expenses. 


A Sorrotary, * 300 

A Clerk, 100 

Writers, Stationery and Petty Expense,. 100 


Per Montli, 500 

A 'Freasurcr (if reipiired) coininission one per cent. 

N, R. The expenses of all existing establislinients to be as at present, or 
subject to the recoiniiieiuUitions of the Municipal Committee. 


No, 70. 

J.niC', Yomi", Em|. 
•i7th July, 1837. 


No. 70. ' 

27th July, 1837. 

JAMES YOUNG, Es^). a Member of the Committer^ examined. 


Q. 1. You hold the office of the Clerk of ihe Peace we believe ? — A. Yes. 

Q. 2. How' long have you held it ? — A. Nineteen months. 

Q. 3. Who was your predecessor? — A, Mr. Sinoult. 

Q. 4. How long did he hold the office ? — A, A number of years. I think 
14 or 15 years. 

Q. 5. What is the salary of the Clerk of tiie Peace and whether the charge 
is defrayed from the local fund The stdary of the Clerk of the Peace as well 

as his establishment, are paid direct by Government atid do not form any part of 
the Police charge.s. The salary is two liundred and fifty Sicca Rupees per month, 

equal to Company’s Rupees 266 10 8, 

and before my time the csiablislimcnt was— • 


1 Writer, 104 8 0 

1 Mollah, 5 3 7 

I Brahmin, 5 3 7 

3 Peons, 12 8 8 

1 Duftory, 5 3 7 

Fixed allowance for Stationery, 20 14 5 

Crier, 33 5 4 186 15 2 

, ♦ Total Comgjpmy’s Rupees 454 ^ 9 10 

When I came into office I reduced the whole establishment, with the exteption of 
Company’s Rupees 104-8, which I considered sufficient for the pay of one writer 
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and one peon, as well as for providing Stationery, &c. This reduction has efTccted 
a saving of Company’s Rupees 82-7-2 per month, or about a Thousand Rupees 
a year, consequently the present salary and establishment amount to Company’s 
Rupees 371-2-8 only. 


No. 7a. 

James Youdji^, Csq, 
27tK July, 1837. 


Q. 6. Hav6 you any allowance for house or office rent?— .<4. No; I have 
built up a room at my own residence as my office and purchased furniture, record 
presses, &c. for it. There were no proper places for the records, wliich were in 
great disorder. 

Q, 7. What is the average amount of fees received by the Clerk of the Peace 
besides salary? — A, In seven years there have been 7,030 petitions for reduction of 
Assessment on Houses (of which class alone I have taken any account) forming an 
average : 


Annually, •••*•* •••••• •••••• •••••• ••••#• 1,004^ 

Quarterly, •••••« 251 

^lonthly, «*..*■ ....a. ••••*• •••••• 


One Sicca Rupee is authorized by the Bench of Magistrates to be levied on every 
sucli petition f copj/ of the proceedings of the Bench of His Majesties Justices of 
the Peace in Sessions in 1806, fixing the table of fees for the vat ious business 
in the Clerk of the Pcacc*s Office submitted.) I reduced this, on being appointed, 
to one Company’s Rupee, so the total value of the office to me may be taken at 
about 350 Company's Rupees per month, supposing these fees to average as 
Iierctoforc. 


Q. 8. What are your duties?— My office is mainly one of record for 
the proceedings, accounts uiul vouchers of the Justices in Quarter Sessions now 
confined almo.st entirely to fixing and altering the rates of Assessment under the 
Act of Parliament and hearing appeals against the Assessors or Collector. The 
Chief Magistrate submits through me all the accounts of Disbursements prepared 
by the Police Accountant, with all the vouchers for audit, which I forward to the 
Civil Auditor who after examination and audit returns them to me, I then send 
them back to the Police Accountant to examine and pass to credit, or if any of the 
charges are objected to, those must be discussed by the Bench and Auditor, which 
however is seldom the case. The accounts and vouchers are then finally lodged 
with me and become office records. In like manner I receive and record the 
Collector’s Accounts. The Sessions formerly used to be held once a year; but 
of late years have assembled quarterly, and I attend at the opening and closing of 
each Sessions. I receive and record during the fortnight after opening each 
Sessions all appeals or applications for abatement of Assessment, communicate 
their contents to the Assessors, in order that they may, if necessary, examine 
disputed premises, and be prepared to defend their Assessments, &c., at the 
sitting of the Magistrates for hearing these petitions which takes place every 
Saturday till all are decided. I give numbered receipts for each registered and 
.docketed petition and furnish information to the petitioners when to attend, and 
in case of their neglecting to attend, of the decision whicli the Magistrates have 
come to on these petitions, if such information is sought by absent petitioners— 
each of the Assessors delivers to me at each Sessions for my office sets in dupli- 

w 2 
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No. 7ft. 

James Youd^, Etq. 
27th July, 1837. 


Cttte of his two Books of Assessments for the two Divisions of which he has charge^ 
in all eight books, one copy of each book approved, signed and sealed by the 
Magistrates remains in rny office as a record, and the other copy being authenticated 
by me is forwarded to the Collector of Assessment for his guidance. Two set.s of 
alteration books are delivered in by the Assessors at the end of each Sessions after 
the decision of the Bench on the appeals of the quarter, which are compared witli 
the original Assessment Books and alteration therein inscribed, until correclion.s 
and alterations become so enormous ns to recpiire new Assessment Book to be 
made out. The entire proceedings of each Quarter Sc.ssions are recorded in a 
voluminous document of 6 or 8 skins of parchment which contains purlieu lars 
of every reduction ill Assessment granted in appeal during the Quaiter, which 
document is signed and scaled in my presence by the Magistrates present at 
Sessions and becomes a record of the office. 


Q. 9. What portion of your lime is occupied in performing thc .e diUics ? - 
A. Formerly there was but one General Session, latterly the Sessions liavc been e.o- 
creased to four ; at the opening and closing of each of which I always atleiul, he.siiles 
occasionally when required on petition days, now it is propo.sed by the majoiity of 
the Magistrates, though considered irregular by uiher.s, to open ti new and clo^e 
the old Sesssion on the same day which will reduce the luiniber to four. But the 
office is in fact essentially one of mere registering and recording and requires very 
lltllc personal attendance out of doors on my part, v/ho am in truth little more 
than a Registrar or Record-keeper. 


No. 71. 


No. 71. 


27th July, 1837. 


C. B. tirecniaw, E-uj. 
37th July, lb37. 


C. B. GREENLAW, Esg. examined. 

Q. 1. How long have you held the office of Coroner ?— A Since 1821. 

Q. 2. Who was your predecessor ? — A, Mr, Dent. 

Q. 3. How long did he hold the office? — A. I think five or six years. 

Q. 4. Had he any other occupation ?—i^. I do not know. 

Q. 5. What is the average luimber of Inquests held during the year ? A. I 

cannot now speak by average ; but the maximum has not exceeded 24 cases in a 

year. 


Q. 6. Will you give us a return of all the cases brought before you for a 
number of years ? — A. I will do so. 

Q. 7. What is your Salary ?— .4. Three hundred Rupees per month, be- 
sides two hundred and fifty Rupees per month for house and office rent, and 176 
per month for establishment, including stationery, printing, &c. and 24 to SO Ru- 
pees per month allowed for conveyance allowance for which I keep two horses. 
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The house and office rent was added to the salary at my own application to enable 
me to have a house near the Police office for the convenience of the Jurj', 

Q. 8. Do you hold Inquests at your house?— Yes, the body being fust 
inspected by the Jury, they adjourn to my house and the Inquest is held there. 

Q. 0. How many persons are employed under you?— -4. 1 will send you a 
return of the establishment. 

Q. 10. What portion of your time is occupied in the discharge of the duties 
of Coroner ?— 4. I will also submit a memorandum of the time occupied* 

Q. H . Do you hold any other appointment ? — A. Yes, I hold the appointment 
of ilio Secretary to the Marine Board. I took that office with the distinct understand- 
ing that the duties of Coroner are not to be interfered with, 1 held the appointment 
of Coroner previous to that of the Secretary to the Marine Board. 

Q. 12. 1 low long have you held the appointment of the Secretary to the Marine 
Board ? — .4. I was appointed Assistant Secretary in 1825 and Secretary in Feb. 1928. 

Q. 13. What is your salary as Secretary to the Marine Board ? — -4. Twelve 
hundred Rupees per month, 1 had the same allowance when I was Assistant Secre- 
tary, viz, a salary of eight hundred Rupees per month as Assi'jtant Secretary, and 
four hundred Rupees more for conducting some otlier Government business con- 
nected with the Burmese War. 

Q. J t. Your salary is paid by Government and forms no part of the dis- 
bursements out of the Municipal Fund ? — 4, The Coroner’s cslubfehment is audi- 
ted by the Civil Auditor and paid by Government; besides the establishment sonic 
coiiiingcnt expenses are incurred as fees to Constables at 2 Rs. per day, &c. 

Q. 1,5. Will you give us a statement of the whole disbursements of your 
liblablishmeiit ? — 4. I will do so. 

Q. 16. Do you find any difficulty in obtaining a .Iiiry ?— 4- No, not so 
much now. The dilliculty of obtaining Juries diminished since Fast-Indiaiis were 
included in the Jury list. 

Q, 17. Did you ever summon Hindus and Mussulmans on the Juries ? — 4. 

1 attempted to summon Hindus, but did not succeed. My summons are required 
to be served personally and I cannot so serve them at the time a Jury is wanted, 
as 1 could not get to them at their residences mentioned in the Jury list. I never 
summoned Mussulmans. 

Q. 18. Then it would seem desirable that the Sheriff should be directed to 
ascertain and insert in the Jury list the places where the Natives are employed ?— 
4. Decidedly so. I wish to observe that my duties as Coroner arc not only 
holding Inquests but also receiving and recording notices of all deaths and casualties 
and granting at my discretion permissive Warrant to dispose of the body without 
an Inquest being held. 

Q. 19. Will you give us a memorandum of all the duties you have to 
perform as Coroner ?— 4. I will give a list of those dntiea of the last five years. 


Ko. 71. 

C. B. Greenlaw, Eif|. 
I til July, 1837, 
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No 71. 

C. B. Greriilaw, E«q, 
371li July, 1837. 


Q. SO. Do you hold Inquests on all deaths in Jail ? — A» Inquests are not 
held in Jail in regular form ; but only when from enquiry it appears necessary. 

Q. 21. Do you remember having held an Inquest on the body of a prisoner 
in the late piracy case, who was supposed to have been poisoned ?—A. I don’t 
know the case alluded to, but I believe 1 held an Inquest on a person confined in 
Jail on a charge of piracy supposed to have been poisoned, f Submits a copy of a 
Notice ^h'cn by the Superintendent of Police on an occasion of sudden death,) I 
liavc tlerived very great benefit and assistance from the present Police Establish- 
ment since the appointment of the Superintendent of Police, and the Thanadaree 
Establishment is much mure trustworthy now, than formerly. 

Q. 22. Who performs the duties of Coroner in your absence ? — A . No person 
can perform the duties iti my absence unless appointed and sworn by Government. 

Q. 23. Is the Coroner appointed by Government ? — A. My appointment 
is from Government and they have the power to appoint as many Coroners as they 
wish throughout Bengal, Behar and Urissa> I beg to observe that to pay tim 
Coroner by fees would not be a good plan. It would lower the respectability of 
the office and it would induce him to hold useless Inquests. 

Q. 21. But his Bills may be checked by Quarter Sessions. In England 
Coroners arc paid by fees?— Yes— but no respectable person would undertake 
the duties on such terms iu this Country. 

Q. 25. A nd yet in England the oflice is eagerly canvassed for True, 

but there they have motives which do not operate here. 

Q. 20. Do you ever perform the duties of the Sheriff?— Yes, occasionally, 
when the Sheriff is a party to the suit it is a rule of Court to direct process to the 
C\)roner. I think there would be no objection to the remuneration by fees if the 
oflice is attached to some other oflice of respectability such as Police Magistrate. 

Q. 27- Do YOU know any instance of a Coroner being Justice of the Peace 
in England ?— .4. No. In this country the great difficulty iu getting Juries, is 
from the shortness of the time for disposing of the body. I think the view might 
be taken by the Superintendent of Police, Police Surgeon, and Coroner; ‘but this 
must be done under a change of the law. 

Q! 28. Would R smaller Jury diminish the present difficulty ? — A. A smaller 
Jury say to tlie number of six would be easily collected. There is no difficulty 
except of time; when Juries are collected they execute the duty very willingly and 
never complain of protracted sittings. In the case of the late Mr. Barry the Jury 
sat ten days without complaint. 

Q. 29. Do you furnish them with refreshments ? — A. Yes with slight refresh- 
ment, bread and occasionally cheese with brandy and water at my own expense. 
1 provide them also (with a view to expedition) with conveyance to the place of 
inspection. I keep two Carriages, a Landau and a Palkee Carriage, the latter in a 
great degree for their accommodation. A rupee is allowed by Government for 
conveyance when demanded by the Jurors. 
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No. 72. 

31st August, 1837. 

D. McFARLAN, Esq. 

A Memorandum hy the Chief Ma<rutraie on Taxation. 

As a preliminary enquiry to the imposition of new taxes, it was imperative that 
the economical adiiiinistration of the old should be clearly shewn. 

The enquiries of your Committee consequent on this have obviously embraced 
a wide field. The Abkarce or Liquor Tax, the expenses of the Police which be- 
long more especially to Government, and the expenses paid out of the Assessment, 
have passed under your able and searching enquiry. It will he seen, 1 presume, that 
the Abkarec may be made more productive, and tlie Government share of the Po- 
lice cxpen.se may be considerably reduced. Some small reduction will doubtless be 
made in the A.sse.ssment charge.^, and though the aggregate cost of the whole Po- 
lice machine will be considerably reduced, the part of the i*eduction that would fall 
to the share of the Assessment or the People's Tax will, I presume, be small. 

For the purpose of ascertaining what sums the People should be called to^iay 
it Is obviously quite cssetiliai that they should know' what will be paid for them. 1 
conclude that the following estimate of the distribution of charges would be near 


the murk : 

Government will pay lM-,^32 

Town will pay 313, 


On the present scale the expense, particularly the Town's, would be 313,000. 
This the Assessment could not provide. 

If the Abkaree is thrown into the fund, we should have a surplus: if it is not 
we should have a deficiency of Rupees 113,000. 

I presume that if it were given to the Town the inhabitants would be required 
to find their own Magistrates and Establishments of every sort. 

On referring to the series of printed papers published at various limes by me, 
(sec figured statement appended to my letter to Government of 1st December, 
1833,*) the payments by Government under the head of Silling Justices amount 
to Rupees 206,604 : the receipts from Abkaree to Rupees 173,886. 

If Government gave up the Abkaree and the above payments aho^ it is obvious 
that the Town with all practicable reductions would be but small gainers* 


• Vide page 12 of 
acompanyiug |iam* 
phict. 


^ No 72. 

D. lUcrarlan, Esq. 
3lBt Augiut, 1S37. 
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No. 73. 

D. MoFurlan, 

SUt August) lb37. 


L*?t US presume liowever that Government will continue to discharge the ex- 
pense iinniediaiely required for the due administration of justice: that is, about 
200,000 or less, mentioned under the head Sitting Justice’s Account, and would re- 
tain the Abkaree: then the Town would have to make good 3,20,000. Of this 
they have from the Assessment about 200,000, then 1,20,000 would have to be sup- 
plied to keep u}) the expenditure now incurred. 


W\\n should supply this deficiency is not I hope a matter of question. Many 
there doubtless are who would be willing to ask the Government to pay all, and 
who sink all questions regarding the improvement of the public feeling of Towns 
in a desire to avoid trouble and increased taxation, but it is the duty of the Go- 
venunciit to endeavour to lead the people into an healthier tone of feeling, so that 
they may scorn, like paupers, to accept of benefits they do not pay for, and may 
con-»ider every improvement in Conservancy as their oun, anil in one word to have 
an adequate local taxation and independent local management in the direction as 
in the burdens of which ail who miglti be most interesteil should take their 
« share.” 


Concluding therefore that the most important question tor your Committee to 
consider is the moans of raising adequate funds to carry on and improve the Con- 
servancy, ilie watch and ward, and general Police of the 'Pown, I will address my- 
self to that question. 

In rny evidence given before your Committee on the 1 mentioned 

that Calcutta might be divided into three Sections. 

In regard to these difierent Sections I think that very difierent modes of treat- 
• lior.mira «ii thr ment should prevail. In the Centre* Division we w^ant good roads, good drain- 
.Smith "uhT "ge and sewera.^t, good U«htiiig and watering, and great improvements in the 
ruinioilji. onciiinii: up of wide roads. In the other pr>rtions these matters are not only of less 

importance, but the means to meet the cxpence is wanting. By a return of the 
Assessors apjiended to this, it appears that nearly lialf of the whole Assessment of 
the Tow 11 is levied within this centre limit, though the space is not quarter of the 
Town. 1 would secure therefore for this division the w hole of the House Assess- 
ment collected in it, and levy whatever was wanting for watering and lighting, first 
by additional Assessments not exceeding 2 J per cent, beyond what is now obtained. 


In regard to the other divisions the only item they are likely to demand would 
be watering, and it may be. the making pucka and covering over the main drains that 
traverse them. Forihcrn I would propose the draft appended to my printed letter 
• Virir pngi' *29 of to Government of the 5tli February 1835* for wintering certain streets or levy from 
phki! * ^ * * these divisions by increase of assessment whatever was necessary for keeping them 

ill the state in wliich they now are. 

As the least objectionable mode of raising an additional fund I would propose 
a tax upon carriages, and perhaps horses, (be proceeds of which should be applied 
to tlie niuintcnance and repair of existing roads and the construction of new ones. 
No tax can be fairer than this. Under it the poor who wear out but a small fraction, 
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if any of die roads, escape alt payment, and the affluent pay no more than they 
enjoy the benefit of. A toll to make persons residing out of the limits of the town 
pay for a benefit enjoyed would be necessary. 

This tax could I doubt not easily be made to produce 1,30,000 rupees^ The 
expenditure upon the roads need never exceed 50 or 60,000. A fund would thus 
be left for the construction of new lines where most required. 

I trust the Lotteries will be done away with as soon as tlieir debt is paid or even 
sooner. 1 would not trust to them as a future source of income ; in regard to them 
I fancy there is little difference of opinion. Gambling sanctioned by the State Is 
not likely to stand long in the face of enlightened public opinion. 

I know of no other feasible tax. An impost on shops has been suggested. 
Manifest evils are apparent in such a tax. Would Messrs. Hamilton and Co., 
the .Tewellcrs, pay the same as the poor native grain seller ? Tiretta Bazar is a 
great shop it perhaps would pay no more than Mr. Twenty man the Jeweller. 

1 o make such a tax fair we must know the goods sold aud their value which we 
could never learn and if we could, the labour of adjusting the tax would be infinite. 

I have heard a proposal to' take the tolls of Tolly’s Nulla and the Circular canal, 
-and apply them to purify the drains of the town. It seems quite plain that every 
farthing which we levy on the canals beyond what is suflicient to keep them in 
proper order and it may be to pay the interest of money laid out on their construc- 
tion, should ininied lately be reiluced. To raise a revenue hy tolls is wrong, to 
apply that reviMme to the ease and comfort of the wealthy inhabitants of Calcutta is 
worse. The staple transit of goods is wood and rice v/hich are consumed by the 
poorest. Every rupee of canal money laid out upon our drains would be gatliered 
from the labour of the poor, and it would unquestionably be given to gratify the 
wishes and desires of the rich not the poor. The charcoal of the rich conies from 
the westward and the little grain they eat from the Upper IVovinces. 

If ilie tolls are applied to conservancy purposes would not Bullya Ghaut, 
I'ollygunje and other similar populous villages have to the full as good a claim as 
Calcutia ? If distributed over so large a tract what would the benefit amount to ? 

The grant of the tolls by Government would trench upon the great principle 
which ought never to be lost sight of. 'Hie people of the town would not feel that 
it was their own money that was distributed and could not claim the management 
of it. 

Note.— A t Bombay they have a Tax called Market Fcen, on Khopa and stalH, on beaiinj^ the 
Battakee (Tom Tom) or coontry muAic, and on the erection of weddini^ bhedA and olher places of public 
amusement.'* All of these look more like what some inferior officer would illegally exact than an impost 
sanctioned by Government. 


Note.— At Bombay they have a long list of rates to be paid by the ditferent kinds of shops : Europe 
shops, such 1 suppose as Moore, Hickey's pay 5 Rupees pertjiiarler: Fowl sellers about 5 Annas. The 
heart burnings arising from a tax ao unequally and capriciously adjusted, must, i think, be very great. 
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No. 72. 

P. Mcl'nrlan, i'sq. 
31 si AuguHt, ISu7» 


A tax on carriages anti land tolls, and increase of bouse assessment, appear to 
be the sources from which the existing deficiency must be made up and additional 
funds provided, and I hope that with due economy in their administration they 
might be made to answer for all that the town actually demands. 


What these demands are is the next important point. What is asked for in 
clamour and in ignorance of available means ought to be put on one side. 'Fhe 
grand point is not what the citizens would like to have, but what they would pay 
for having. To a.scertain this fully and cilectually is liopele.ss at present. It can 
never be done till elective committees on a wide basis are formed, and 1 think they 
would soon be formed if Government were to take the initiative and impose a new 
tax. 


I have heard it suggested that Government should carry into elTect in the town 
of Calcnlta every sort of irnprovenient without regard to (?xpense in order to shew 
to an Asiatic population wliat an European city is. This is surely a fanciful notion. 
The inhabitants of the other towns of India would not be much the better for this 
knowledge unless endowed with the privilege of having the same done for them, and 
if Calcutta is not able to command that power within herself, it is not likely that 
other towns ivoiild. 'rhey would thus have a notion made manifest to them at an 
enormous expense to Government, and in the mean time the Calcutta people, the 
subjects of this experiment, would become the spoilt children of Government thrown 
greatly back in their piogress to free, vigorous and manly institutions# 

It is proposed I see by one gentleman to make the elective beads of a neigh- 
bourhood Police officers and conservators. Any such plan would be a failure. 
The functions of committees, town councils, or whatever name they have should 
never extend beyond that of having full access to accounts of expenditure and the 
returns of crime and the election of execuiivc officers. They should deal only 
with general results. They might as well be masons to construct their drains 
as Police olficeis to apprehend their thieves. 

In their coinmencernent, their functions should be limited as proposed in my 
printed letter of March 1st 1835. 

(Signed) D. Mc:F ARLAN, Chief Magistrate, 

Calcutta^ Police Office^ SL'/ August, 1837. 

Statement of the amount of assessment of such premises of the City of Calcutta 
as are situated within the following boundaries, viz. on the North, Cotton Street 
and Machooa Bazar — South, Esplanade and Durrumtolla— East, College Street 
and Wellesley Street — West, Strand Hoad. 

Valuation per Mensem. Tax per Quarter. 

2d Division Company’s Rupees... 1,00,700 11 8 15,111 13 2 


3d ditto 1,10,870 14 11 10,630 1 1 

4th ditto 7,253 9 9 1,008 0 0 


2J8,885 4 4 32,749 14 3 


Total. < 

Total of the whole Town. 


4,41,611 8 4 


66,241 11 7 
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No. 73. 

J. R Marlin, Edq. 
17th DcccnihtTy l»;J7. 

J. II. MAKTIN, Eso. 

NOTES 

Written in consequence of a perusal of Mr. Secretary jManotes" I^etter 
to the Chairman of the proposed Fever Hospital Committee. 

Kt. It appears to me, that the Committee stands pledged to the subscribers 
and tin* public to establish a)L hospital for tlio accommodulioii and cure of persons 
labouring under the more prevalent acute diseases of the place. 


2d, Hiat in settinir this object before the public, and callins^ for subscriptions, 
the Ciovernors of the Native Hospital in their address to the public dated in May 
1H35 aevain pledged themselves not to encroach upon the constitution of the 
Native llo^^pital, but that the proposed institution i.s to be esseiuially a separate one 
botli as rc^anls its funds aiul the rules by which they are to bo adininistored.*’ TIds 
(juotation will I trust satisfy the ('ominiltee <'*1 two points, vi/. that the Committee 
stand ])lcilgod to e.stablisli a Fever Hospital, and also, th.'t if they succeed, it shall 
be separate and distinct from the Native Surgical Hospital. 

3(1- On the subject of the diHorence in the nature of the relief adbrded by 
the two kinds of institution, — an Hospital and a Dispensary— I beg to cjuoie from 
my note to Mr. Mangles, of the 3d nltiino, wherein 1 have said that, Without 
the aid of an Hospital in a city like this, fever and dysentery cannot be cured ; 
every thing in it is necessary to save life; the regular visits of an European Doctor, 
aided by an intellig<‘nt establishment; its open airy wards and raised clean beds; 
il.s regulated diet and clothing, ainl its general clea*iliticss, these are all necessary'. 
liUt in a Di>pensury, which is only useful to keep men out of Hospital (no small 
matter in itself) the pati(*nL gets his dose of medicine and is cured; or if not, 
h« returns to the very place where he caught his disease, to sleep on the damp 
ground, to get medicine by chance, and to have any diet or ch^tliiug the friends 
choost*, together with the absence of all ventilation and cleanliness. In violent ill- 
ness therefore, such management can be of little avail in arresting disease. Again, 
it is not, even in the most dangerous diseases, by niediciiie alone that a nunrs life 
is to be saved, but by the careful and continued watching of the operations of na- 
ture, and those of medicine, so as to dctcrinine when to give and withhold drugs. 
It results from this that Dispensaries take but a secondary or subordinate sta- 
tion, and cannot be compared in active relief to a well ventilated and regulateil 
Hospital.^* Speaking as a medical man, and viewing the (picsticjii as it affects the 
public health, I should feel that 1 conferred a greater benefit on luunanity in one 
case of acute disease restored to health in an Hospital (where alone such cases can 
be treated) than by many scores of cases of doubtful relief afforded through ihf^ 
casual exhibition of doses of medicine at a Dispensary. ^ 

V 2 
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4th. On the subject of attaching a fever ward to ea g-Dispensnry, I shall 
only observe that such arrangement is not within the plan proposed to the public. 
I may, however, add that such rooms, unless the positions of the Dispensaries be 
altered, must prove tlefectivc in some of the most essential reejuisites for the pro- 
per treatment of disease: viz. freedom from crowding, openness, and freedom of 
ventilation; for uiiliout these, the best medical advice and medicine can be of little 
or no benefit : indeed, it is doubtful whether an Hospital in a crowded portion of 
the town would not be an evil in place of a relief to humanity, so paramount is an 
open and airy locality. 


5lh. 1 shall look forward with anxious but high expectation to the time 
when, as his Lordship points out, the services of well educated natives may be 
available for the purposes of Dispensaries, and Ibr ofiices e^en of a lii;L:her ordi-r ; 
indeed, it was one of the earliest advantages stated by mo w hen I brouglit the sub- 
ject first before the Governors of the Native Hospiuil. 1 stated as one of the ad- 
vantages of a Fever Hospital that it is in such an Institulion “alone ihi'y” (ilie 
sliidenis) “can ever ac(juire the practical ktjowlcdga which can render them gene- 
rally useful.*' Nothing like the benefit here spoken of can be derived, or is ever 
derived in liurope, llirougli the attendance of a youthful student at a Dispensary: 
because the duties of a Dispensary require experience, and tliat, as I stated b(‘fore, 
can alone i -.* ao<iiiircd in the close observation of treatment, an attention to clinical 
instruction, and an aUentive perusal of the regular diaries of an Hospital: the Hos- 
pitals, both jNIedical and Surgical, are the great, and almost the only scliools of 
practical medicine and surgery in Europe. We are ollieially called Surgeons; but 
we find, in Indian practice especially, that wc are in reality Physicians, It is on 
our knowledge of the two grand divisions of tropical disease, —fever and dysenterv, 
with their sequela*, — that nine-tenths of onr usefulness depends. All professional 
men will I think agree with me in this iloclaralion, and that it is in an Hospital that 
wc can alone, in the first instance, acquire this knowledge to be uaci’ul. 


J. H. MAIITIN. 


Naltve December 17, 183G. 
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^10 71 . 

R. Nicol«if)ny Ksq, 

NOTES 

Written in vons(<mence of a pcrmal of Mr. Seen tart/ BTam^ lvs^ TnUicr 
to the Chairman of the proposed ]^\a:er Hospital ConifuitUc. 

1 have repeatedly j)erused the letter of Mr. Secretary Maiiniles, addressed to 
our Chairman, with very great attention. And shall now proceed to make a few 
observations oil such parts of its contents, as I may be considered competent to 
give an opinion upon. 

‘‘ Piiragriiph 3d. llis Lordship would gladly Ii^ve ‘seen consideration given 
to the ailvantages, to be derived to the general care of health, and particular!}^ for 
walcliing the approach of ejiidcinic fever, and providing means of general relief, in 
case of its prevalences IVoin the establishment of one great Hospital, as compared 
with the bene/ils ^^lIic•h would be allorded at the same expense, by an increased 
number of Dispensaries.’' 

I think there can be no question as to the siiperiorify of a large Hospital for 
the accommodation of fever ami fdl other medical cases, for the purposes men- 
tioned in the above paragraph over any number of Dispensaries, striclly S})eaking; 
but the expense of the former would necessarily he miicli greater. In advocating 
the cslablishnienl therefore of a large Hospital for medical cases, I am not 
opposeii to tlie establishing of Diqiensaries. On the contrary, I am of opini- 
on that as soon as an 1 lospital i.^ provided, Dispensaries should be cstablUhed 
in several parts of the town, and particularly in the populous suburbs around. 

These should bo strictly speaking Dispensaries, to aH’ord advice and medicine 
to all applicants. As a large proportion of those who would apply to tliose Dis- 
pensaries, would be of tbe poorest and lowest classes, many of them strangers, and 
without friends in Calcutta; who have no property, save the few rags in which 
they are partially clot lied, and no other means of support save tlie earnings from 
their labour from day to day, it is evident they could derive but very little buielit 
from a Dispensary when labouring under an acute disease. They might indeed 
apply once or twice, be able to walk the first day; probably contrive to be carried 
the second; but as the di.sease advanced, and their strength failed; their means of 
conveyance exhausted; and their scanty remains of food drained to the <Iregs; they 
must inevitably perish from disease or starvation, unless some considerate Chokce- 
dar should take pity upon them, and have them conveyed to the Police Hospital. 

It is for the reception of this very uumcrmis class of the inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta and the suburbs when attacked by acute diseases, that I consider a Fever 
Hospital so urgently required. And I feel satisfied that thousands of lives would 
be saved aimually by tbe estabUbbment of such an Hospital^ with a certain 
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number of Dispensaries subordinate to it. These Dispensaries mi"ht I think be 
maintained at much less exponpc than the two now existing, subordinate to the 
Native Hospital, (wliich by the by were originally established experimentally.) 

When an applicant to any of these Dispensaries is f<»und labouring under an 
aggravated form (d’ acute di^ea^e; the medical person in charge should be instruct* 
ed to institute nn iiupiiry into th«‘ patients circumstances, and if he is ascertained 
to have no friends, and little or no money, he ought immediately to be forwarded 
in a IJoolec, provided for the purpose, to the central Hospital, there to remain till 
cured. 

It is believed, that an Hospital such as that above alluded to, provided with a 
hufficient number of moderately sized wards, for dilTereut f.)rms <if disca-.e; also 
widi the necessary number of servants, attendants, and medical olficers will be 
found infinitely more efficient, more really useful, and more in accordance with 
the demands of Calcutta, in its present ntl<*rly unprovided state as regards the sick 
poor, than the addition of a few beds, to any number of Dis})ensaries. 

Moreoviir, I am iiiclinefi to believe, that the expense of such an rstablishmeut 
as I have above alluded to of an Hospital and numerous small subordinate Dispen- 
saries, w(nil<l not greatly exceed the cost, liouse rent, maintenance of establish- 
ment of properly (jitalified servants and medical men, of a number of Dispensaries, 
with small Infirmaries aitachcd to each. 

In other words I am of opinion, that for all the purposes stated in the above 
paragraph, one large centrical well provided Hospital, would me(*t the pressing ne- 
ccs<^iues of the indigent sick poor of Calcutta and its neighbourliood belter, than 
any number of Dispensaries, ‘‘ with a few beds to each.^’ 

A simjde uniform plan, such as that of which I have above sketched the gene- 
ral outline, would in my opinion prove ilie most effideni for coiicentralirig the ear- 
liest information for watching the approach of epidt-inie feAer, and providing means 
of general relief, in case of its prevalence — into the details of expense I do not con- 
sider myself competent to enter, nor do I c(uiceive my incompetence of much coii- 
se(|m nee in a case of this kind, as from what I have already said, it will be per- 
ceived, that 1 .am not so much advocating the saving of rupees, as the preservation 
of the lives of thousands of our poorest, most helpless, and most destitute, although 
by no means the least valuable of our fellow creatures. 

Before concluding these cursory remarks, I must make a few observations 
upon the following paragraph of Mr. Mangles’ letter. 

Paragraph G. It appears by the report of the Committee that a Fever Hos- 
pital could not be maintained at a less expenditure than 16,000 Rupees, but possi- 
bly a fever ward might be attached to the present Hospital at much les-s expense; 
and it is clear to His Lordship, that for the same amount, three additional Dis- 
pensaries might be established and supported, and by attaching otl)er.s to the 
Leper Asylum and General Hospital, seven or eight Dispensaries might be ob- 
tained for Calcutta, distributing mediccl aid, giving facilities for vaccination, ant! 
recording nosological information, in every quarter for the town,” 
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The Native Hospital was founded by the voluntary contributions of a number 
of European and Native gentlemen entirely for the reception of accidents, severe 
wounds, and surgical cases requiring operation. 

The benevolent gentlemen who, so greatly to their lionor, subscribed liber- 
ally to found, and subsequently to support the Hospital, framed and passed Rules 
for its management and government, under the conditions of which, it has pros- 
pered to a degree, that must have far exceeded their most sanguine expectations 
even before the establishment of its two subordinate Dispensaries. 

The Native Hospital in its double capacity of a Surgical Hospital as above mon- 
tioned, has also aflbnii'd medical advice and medicine to out-patients daily ever 
since its foundation. In the year lS2o-l8:if>, prior to the establishment of the Dis- 
pensaries, its benefits were bestowed upon 50,608 in and out-patients, and in 
1835-1830, ten years after the institution of the Dispensaries, an aggregate num- 
ber amounting to 236,118 sick individuals, derived professional and medic.il aid 
from this institution and its brancli Dispensaries alone. 1 am therefore of opinion 
that a s\'steni wliich has already been productive of relief to such a va->t number of 
diseased and suflering luiinan creatures, and these benefits spreading wider aiul 
wider to an incalculable extent every year, ought on no account to be meddled 
witli. Its constitution, its g<oveninient, its management, and its rules and regu- 
lations, ought to be held sacred. It should be permitted to progress cpiietly, 
spreading its benefits far and wide as it has hitherto done. As a Governor of 
that Hospital, to which I \vas long attached in another capacity, I should consider 
it my duty to refuse iny assent to any proposal for adding an infirmary to 
the Hospital, or in any other manner altering its character. My reasons for con- 
sidering it impolitic to make such an aclilition to the Hospital I need not 
mention in this place, as there is iiot in fact suflicicnl room for such a building. 

There being at present a small inontWy surplus after paying all our px])ciises, 
the Governors have in contemplation the establishment of a thinl Dispensary in 
the suburbs of the Town, but they are not prepared to do so immediately. 

Although I am not prepared lo state positively, that all or any of the eases of 
disease which arc considered of such a nature as to render it advisable that they 
should be sent to the Leper Institution, are of an infectious nature, yet the disease 
is of so loathsome and disgusting an appearance in all its forms — and so many facts 
have occurred within my' own personal knowledge, so strongly tending lo prove 
that several varieties of them are really capable of being communicated by contact, 
that in my opinion, this Institution should be continued as it now is, entirely 
separated and secluded from all others to wliicli individuals resort, for medicine 
and advice. With regard to the last clause of the above paragraph I may observe, 
and it may indeed be inferred from what 1 have already stated, that l)i>pen.saries 
offer no opportunity for the study of tlie diseases of India. The attendance ol the 
patients is greatly too irregular at the Dispensary, and few of those who apply for 
relief there have a house in which they can be seen afterwards, and the few who 
have, would not permit any European lo visit them or their families at their own 
houses. An Hospital on the contrary affords the best possible means of acquiring a 

knowledge of all the diseases of this country both acute and chronic. 

\ S. N. 

z 2 
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No. T6. 

D. Steirart, Esq. M. D. 


No. 75. 


DUNCAN STEWART, Esg. M. D. 

t^ote by D. Stewart, JEsq. m. zk, oh Mr. C. IV. Smil/is question on the 
subject of a Fever llospilal, 14/A January, 1837. 

1 have not seen Mr. Mangles* letter; but on the general question of the 
comparative advantage of Civic Hospitals and Dispensaries, I must say that Dr- 
Martin’s powerful reasoning is to my mind quite conclusive. Dr. Nicolson’s illus- 
trations drawn from the history of the Native Hospital, and from an intimate and 
long acquaintance with the habits, wants and feelings of the Native poor, also appear 
to me quite decisive of the peculiar applicability of the proposed Fever Hospital 
to the acknowledged necessities of Calcutta. 

I might add my own testimony, if necessary, to tlie insufficiency of a Dispen- 
sary from experience of its short coming in the village of Howrah, where, though 
the population is industrious, well paid, and crowded, it was found impossible to 
secure the regular attendance of out-patients without the bribe of one or two picc 
daily, which were administered along with the physic, and probably helped fully as 
much to the cure. 

In all Surgical cases, (including in these, cutaneous disease and ulcers) atten- 
dance of out-patients at stated periods is more regular, but on the best system and 
model I know, viz. Mr. Egerton’s Hospital, fully tliree-fourths of the day are 
devoted by him personally to the duties devolving upon him from attention to only 
one class of Surgical disease, and we cannot expect to find many, either European 
or Native gentlemen, equally disinterested or equally qualified. The discussion 
however 1 think is greatly to be regretted, as tending to divert attention from 
the grand object to one of second importance. The objects of both Hospitals 
and Dispensaries are doubtless allied and similar, but essentially distinct ; the latter 
contributing merely to the temporary alleviation of disease^, the former to its cure 
and to a scientific acquaintance with its causes and history. Dispensaries will no 
doubt readily and soon spring up in aid, and association with the Fever Hospital 
as those of the Native (Surgical) Hospital, liave done. It is the natural course of 
things, and the next ten years will witness it — but not sooner. 


D. S. 
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No. 76. No. 70 . 

■■■■■"■ A. n. Jdckkon, £44. 

A. R. JACKSON, Esg. 

Note hy Dt'> -A. R. Jackson on Mr. C. TV. Smith's ([uestion on the 
subject of a Fever Hospital, \Ath Janmry, 1837 . 

I am quite agreed both with Dr. Martin and Or. Nicolson, that acute disease 
when once formed cannot be cured except by suitable remedies and domestic com- 
forts afforded to the sick either in their own houses when they have the means of 
procuring them or in an Hospital when they arc too poor to obtain them ^ otherwise^ ^ 

JY becomes a matter of state and finance to determine whether one life thus saved is 
worth the chance of six or eight, it might be practicable to preserve from fatal 
attacks by the relief obtained from a Dispensary on the first feeling of illness allow- 
ing that all did apply for the said relief sufficiently early to secure its beneficial 
efforts. If it is not possible to have both these classes of institutions, an Hospital 
and Dispensary, attention might be turned to this question, but with reference to the 
state of Calcutta and its capabilities for the completion and of the present proposal 
under discussion, I would not for a moment hesitate on the superiority of the plan 
as laid down by Dr. Nicolson for one Grand Central Hospital for the Medical 
treatment of all classes of disorders, with subordinate Branch Dispensaries and 
establishment for forwarding such patients as require house treatment. In respect 
to the future object of its employment as a School of Medical Instruction there 
cannot also be a difference of opinion. In any country very little knowledge of 
disease is obtainable from a Dispensary, and in this less than in any other, from 
the extreme irregularity with which the applicants return after receiving their 
remedies and the difficulties the students would have of following the sick through 
the different stages of their complaints. 


a; II. JACKSON. 
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y R. Marlin, Esq. 

Dr. J. R. Marlin\^ Estimate for Dispensaries of 200 Beds and 

20 Beds. 

At a rough calculation — a Dispensary with 200 Beds attacljed, i. e. 200 Patients 
to feed and clothe, will cost about 740 Company’s llupees per month, exclusive of 
Establishment, Europe Medicine and House ItonL This sum includes Country 

Medicine for about 250 daily applicants or Dispensary Patients. 

^ • 

A Dispensary with 20 Beds attached will cost about IGO Rupees per month. 
This sum includes Country Medicine for daily applicants or Dispensary FaticnlSf 
also clothing, dieting, S;c. for 20 House ralienls. 


No. 77. 


J. R. MARTIN, Esq. 


No. 78. 

Capt. F. W. Bircii, 

Captain Birch's return to Mr. McFarlan — Number of Carriages, ^ c. 

My Deaii McFarlan, 


Four Wheeled Carriages with two Horses, 724 

Four AY heeled ditto with one Horse, 884 

Buggies, 1018 

Caranchees, 263 

Children’s Carriages, 41 


The above is the result of tlie Lists taken in separate Thannas. I would say 
that there are many more than 362 Caranchees in Calcutta; however the Thannadars 
swear by their Gods that they have given in correct lists. 


No. 78, 

Capt. F. W. BIRCH. 


Your sincerely, 

(Signed) F. W. BIRCH. 
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Persons. 


APPENDIX 


An Abstract of Police Disbursements for am year, framed from the Establishment list for 

June 1830, and Contingent Bills for 1835-30. 


Names. 



Designation. 


EstahHshmenti Assestment Department* 

Dcpai'tment. 


1 T.icut. W. Aber- 


650 0 0 


Writer, ... Sa. 50 0 0 52 4 0 

Supervisor in'! 

lieu of 6 Sir- V a 6 0 0 37 9 6 

cars, ... j 

Peons, ... a 4 0 0 25 1 3 

1 j Robert Sevestre,... ^ ^ 

1 1 Sircar, ... 8 0 0 8 5 9 

{ 5 u o Sa. Rs* ^ 

1 rt 5 Co.’8 V 31 111 

Us. ...) 


31 I 11 


Bricklayer, 


7 13 4*1 


8 i Mate Coolies, aSa.4 0 0 3*3 7 0* 


I 

! f 

James Green, | 

1 C 


1 E. Campbell, 

1 Robert M’Cul- 1 
lock, ••• ... J 

1 John Tweedale, ... 

1 Sooty, Carpenter 
Mistry, 

1 Hessabdee, Assis- 
tant diRo, ... 

1 Ramjov, Black- 
smith, ... 

1 Auker, Assistant 
Carpenter, 

1 Benoderam, Ham- 
merman, 


Overseer, Up- 1 

per North > 160 0 0 167 3 3 

Division, ...J 

Do. Lower ditto, 180 0 0 135 13 8 


Ditto Lower’ 
North, ditto, 


160 0 0 167 3 3 


Do.Upperditto, 130 0 0 135 13 8 

Southern V 12 0 0 12 8 7 

Gowkhana, j 


Gowkhana, 
Ditto, ... • 


8 0 0 8 5 91 


Ditto, 12 0 01 12 8 7| 


Ditto, ••• ••• 
Dittos ••• ••• 

Carried over,... 


8 0 0 
8 0 0 


f In lieu of 6 Sircars 
. ( —salary 42 Rs. 

J Inattendanceomtho 
Supdt of Roads,. 


Under orders of the ' 
Executive Officer. 

In attendance on the 
Executive Officer. 

♦ In place of tjha 
BriQklayer and ei^t 
Coblies the Executive 
Officer employs 5 Sir- 
cars for measuring and 
receiving Khoa. 

Besides looking af- 
ter tlie cleansing of the 
Roads and Drains of 
theDivision,has charge 
of Southern Gow- 
khana. 


f Besides looking af- 
I ter the cleansing of the 
Roads and Drains, has 
j charge of Northern 
[_ Gowkhana. 


f Since reduced to 8 
(Co.’s Rs. 
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An Abstract of Police Disbursements^ — (Continued,) 




Work with the Over- 
seers, salaries of tlireo 
have been reduced to 
0 Co/s lls. each. 


Very old man, con- 
sidered as a Pensioner. 
5 Upper N. Division. 
5 Lower ditto ditto. 

3 Upper S, Division. 
3 Lower ditto ditto, 

<{16 To report nuisan- 
ces, &c. 

) Unaccounted for. 


20 report nuisances, ifec 
10 Employed by the 
Supt.of Roads in look- 
ing after materials. 

7 Ditto by the Exe- 
cutive Officer. 

3 In attendance on 
Mr. Watts. 

2 Do, on Mr. Samuel. 

3 Employed under 
Mr. Atatnam. 

6 Ditto under Mr. 
Clarke. 


2 stated to be Dis- 
charged. 














Number c 
Persons. 
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An Adstrael of Police Disbursements, Continued.) 


Names. 


Brought forward,... 

119 No. 1 . — Exmitive 
Dppt, — (Contd.) 

1 Head Metrany, ... 


24 


12 


10 


16 Khallasics 
6 Sa. Bs., 




8 Dittoat5Co.’3l 

... ... ^ 


9 Chowkeydars 1 
in the Espla- V 
iiade, ... ) 
*1 Ditto ditto, ... 


Rate of Amount- Total. 

2370 8 6| 

Sa.8 0 0 8 fi 9 

83 9 6 

40 0 0 12;> 9 6 

Sa. 4 0 * 0 37 9 4| 

4CV9RS. 1‘2 0 0 


4 0 0 41 12 4 


Miingica em-'\ 

VloycUnfivef ^ g,^ 26 2 0 

Boats for re- i 
inoviiigFiltli, ) 

Daudijps ditto, .. 

Mangy cm-"] 
ployed in one j 

13oat for 5 0 O' 5 3 7 

throwingCfir- 
cases, J 

Dandles ditto, 4 0 0, 8 5 8] 


2633 8 8 


174 


.Vo. 2. — Account^ 
ant's Department. 

1 CossinothDoss, 
1 Womachum 


1 Suroopchiin- 
der Doss, ... 

1 Punchanun 1 
Banorjec, ...J 
1 Aumecr Khan, 
1 



Duftory, 

Peon, 


60 

0 

0 

62 

11 

2 

GO 

0, 

0 

62 

11 

2 

24 

0 

0 

25 

1 


24 

0 

0 

25 

1 

3 

8 

0 

0 

8 

5 

9 




5 

0 

0 


188 14 


No. & — Cash De- 
partment 


12 8 o' 13 1 0 

V 13 1 0 2822 7 C 


Rdmarks. 


Employed under thi 
four Overaoere, w 
in each Division ii 
keeping the Road 
and Drains clean. 


Employed in prevent 
iiig nuisanees o 
the Plain. 


5 Boats. 


I Boat. 


( Accounts •— A ssos 
\mcnt and Judicial 
( CorrcsiMtidence^ R 
\ cords, Judicial. 
Assistant tP Cose 
noth Doss. 

Pay Book, CSnse 
vancy Sirkors, &c. 


{ Writes ■' BengaU 
Cash Accounts, Doc 
cts Bills. 


1 


Carried over,. 



Numbet oj 
Persoas. 


( * ) 

An Abstract of Police DisbursententSf i^c, — (Continued.) 


Names. 


Brought forward,... 

No. 3. — Cash De- 
partmcTit — ( Contd.) 

1 Goluckchun- 
derMookerjee, 

1 Ilurromohun 

Dutt, ... ... 

1 llychuru Seal. 


. Rate of Amount Total. 

Designation. Salary ^ 

per month. Rs.A8.Psi C0.R8.As.P9. 


Remarks. 


Moherer, 

Ditto, 

Poddar, 


87 


37 


No. 4. — Utuler the 
Supdt. of the Police. 

Tkanadaree. 

2Thanadar8 atl 

40 Sa. J 

4 Ditto at 30, . 

6 Ditto at 25, . 

6 Do.at25Co.’8Rs. 
8 Do.at 16 Sa.Us. 
11 Do.atl6Co.*sRs. 


14 Naibs at 101 
Sa. Rs. ••• j 
23 Do.atlOCo.’BRs, 


13 1 0| 


2822 7 8| 


Sa.l2 8 Oi 13 1 0! 


10 0 0: 

7 0 0 


Co. 83 9 6j 

125 6 4 
156 12 0 
150 0 0 
im 11 4 
176 0 0 


146 4 4 
230 0 0 



33 Patrol ditto at) 
7 Sa. Rs., ... J 

241 

5 

0 


39 Ditto ditto at 

7 Co. s Rs., ... 

273 

0 



2 Ditto ditto at ' 
7 Co. B Rs., • 

14 

0 

0 

74 






Oil, 

38 

10 

7 


Dedt. Unauthorised. 





Establishment, 

9 

6 

3 


69 Chokeydars ) 
at 5 Sa. Rs., j 

[ 308 

3 

5 


345 Ditto at 4, 

1441 

1 

6 


274 Ditto at 4-8, ... 

1287 

3 

81 


78 Do.at5Co.’sRs. 

390 

0 

0 


295 Do.at 4Co.’sRs 

1180 

0 

0 


158 Ditto at 4-8,.. 

711 

0 

0 


3 Ditto at .5, .. 

15 

0 

0 


16 Ditto at 4, .. 

64 

0 

0 


12 Ditto at 4-8, .. 

54 

0 

0 

1250 





1398 






10 7 2; 
7 5 0 


825 7 2 


376 4 4 


43 14 


528 5 0 


29 4 4 


5450 8 7 


Was not produced 
^before the Committee. 

Pays the Thana Es- 
) tablishment. 

Vide No. 17. 


Ist Division, 
2d Ditto, 

3(1 Ditto, 
4th Ditto, 


... 


12 

12 

6 

7 

37 


By Capt Birch’s State- 
ment — 

Thulpuhroos, ... 74 
Day Chokeydars, 444 
Night Ditto, 723 

1241 


Carried over,. 


7209 13 
10076 2 1 
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An Abstract of Polux Disbursements^ Sfc (Continued.) 




D.ig„.tion. cXTpJjCo.K.P.. K-hks. 


Brought forward, 


No. 5. — Stddircaliee. 


2 Jemadars at \ 
20 Sa. Rs. . . j 
5 Ditto at 16 Sa.Rs. 

9 Naibs at 6 Sa. . . 
13 Ditto at 6 Cu.'s . . 


]38 Burkundozes \ 
at 5 Sa. Rs. / 
107Dittoai5Co. Rs. 


I 10076 2 10 


41 12 8 

a3 9 6 125 6 2 

56 6 3 

78 0 0 134 6 3 


22 15 9 

720 14 6 By Captain Birch's 

535 0 0 1255 14 6 1538 10 8 Ststement:— 

Burkundozes, 218 
At Boita- 
khanaThana, 16 


No, 6. — Oirdwarce. 


1 Jemadar 

3 Naibs at 7 Sa.Rs. 
2 Ditto at 7 Co.’s.. 


30 Girdwars at) 
4.8 Sa. Rs. / 
24 Ditto at 44) Co. 


JO 0 0 

21 15 0 

14 0 0 35 15 0 


1 0 8 



By Mr. Walt'sStato- 

ment 218 

At Boita. 
khanaThana, 25 


0 248 15 0 295 14 8 


No. ‘7 — Opergmtee., 


3 Naibs at 7 Sjs. 
1 Ditto at 7 Co. 

10 Pykes at 5 Sa. 
9 Ditto at 5 Co. 
19 


Carried over. 


2) 15 0 

7 0 0 


52 a 10 
45 0 0 



28 15 0 


97 a 10 126 2 10 


12036 15 0 













Number of 
Persons. 


( 6 ) 


An Abstract of Police DislnirsementSf ^c. — ( Continued.) 


Names. 


Designation. 


72 

18 

m 


Brought forward . . ■ 


tVo. 8 River Chow~\ 

kie. 

Sircars at 8 Sa. Rs. 

8 Boats (hire) \ 
at 6 Sa. Ks. j 

1 Ditto 

9 

Oil, 

4 Manjecs at \ 
4-8 Sa. Rs. j 
r> Ditto at 4-8, Co. 

13 Dandies at 3-8 Sa| 
57 Ditto. 

2 Do. at 3-8 Co.Rs. 

Peons 


Rato of 
Salary 
per month 


Amount. 
iCo. Rs. As. Ps. 


50 2 0 
6 0 0 


18 12 8 
22 8 0 


47 8 (5 
199 8 0 
7 0 0 


at 4 Co.'s Rs. 


33 7 0 
56 2 0 

4 11 2 

41 4 8 

254 0 6 
72 0 0 


Total. 

Co. Rs. As. Ps. 


Remauks. 


12,036 15 0 


461 9 1 


No. 9 — Chowkedars 
at Govt. House and 
the Justices* H<yuses. 


8 


4 

4 


at 4 Sa. Rs. 
at ^ Co.'8 Rs. 


16 11 4 
16 0 0 


32 11 


Establishment per month taken from the Esta- 

blishment list for June 1836, Co. Rs ^ 12531 3 

Orper year, Go's. Hs. 1,50,374 12 0 equal at the 

ExcWge of Co’s. Rs. 104-8 per 100 Sa. R8.= 1,43, 899 4 


4 


8 

6 



( T ) 


j4n jibsiract of Police Diebursemente, ^c.— ^ Continued, ) 


Quantity. 


Materials or Labour. 


Amount, 


Grand Total, 


iSa. Rs. As. Ps. Sa. Rs. As. Ps. Sa. Rs. As. Ps. 


li)0Rr>8 

41701 

232559 


Brought forward, Sa. Rs. 

No. 10 — Repairing Roatl^t 
from Isi Mag, 1835, to 30/A 
Jpril, 1838. 
Materials. 

Ferrahs of Khoa for the Town } 
and Circular Roads, . . . t 
Do. for the Strand Roads, ... \ 
Supplied by Clarke, / 


.. 1,43,899 4 C 


Expenses of breaking Stones, . . • 

Landing Stone, ... 

Hammers, Rattan Baskets, &c.... 

Jlai'kery hire, 

Landing Stone for the support \ 

of Strand bank, / 

Paving a Lane, 4cc. 

Rollers. 

Khallasies superintending thel | 
Rolling of Roads, at 5 Rs. per | 
month . . • . . . J 

Peon under Clarke superintend- 1 
ing the Strand Roads, at 5 > 

Rs. per month ) 

Tar, Grease, &c. ... 

Repairing Roller yokes, 

Feeding Hors(‘s employed ini 
the Rollers, including Syces* J 

Stone Roller purchased. 

Horses purchased, ... 

Hackery hire for 190868 Fer-\ 

rails of Khoa, | 

Coolies measuring Ditto, and\ 
depositing on Roads, . .../ 

Do. digging and levelling Roads, 
Bricklayers spreading Khoa, ... . . 

Bhistees watering Do. 

I Coolies digging and levelling } 
Strand Division, ... ... i 


Hackery hire with Stones, 

943 Coolies measuring and depositing. 
Cutting and levelling Roads, | 

paid Clarke, ... ( 1 

140 Bricklayers spreading, 

Strand Bank, contract for keep- \ 
ing it in o^er 11 months, at ; 

KKl Rs. per month j 

Coolies placing stones for defence 

Carried over,,.. 


19187 15 4 
4600 9 1 


237m{ 8 5 

1983 5 2 
2148 0 0 
4(K) 4 1 
10 7 11 

201 0 0 


67 

2 

1 

240 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

39 

8 

8 

48 

7 

6 

2471 

5 

4 

57 

8 

0 

120 

0 

0 

Gi;i3 

1 

4 

1479 

15 

1 

2679 

12 

0 

381 

2 

8 

447 

7 

11 

128 

7 

0 

360 

14 

10 

102 

1 

11 

205 

2 

3 

23 

5 

4 

1100 

0 

0 

77 

8 

0 



2i:C58 1 1 8 


3005 13 r> 


11229 14 0 


691 8 4 


1177 8 0 


44763 7 8 
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An Abstract of Police Disbursements, ^c. — (Contmued.) 



Amount. 


Total. 

j 

Grand Total, 

Materials or Labour. 







Sa. Rs. As. 

Ps. 

Sa. Rs. As. Ps. 

Sa. Rs. As. Ps. 

Brought Over, Repairs of Roads. 

. . • • . . . 

. 

44763 7 

6 

1,43,899 4 6 

Strand Dirision. 






Bullocks and Carts at 14-8 \ 
per month, \ 

16.32 14 

0 




Do. for Rollers, 

(K)6 13 

2 




Ha('kcrics at 9-4 per month, ... 

189 4 11 




Coolies, at 3-8 „ ... 

i7«<i ir> 

2 




1 Sirdar, 5 „ ... 

(iO 0 

0 




3 Peons, ^ „ 

180 0 

0 




2 Domes* at 4 „ 

96 0 

0 




1 Bhistee fur 6 months at 4 . • 

21 0 

0 




Gunny bags, 

5 0 

0 




Wear and Tear, 

.36 0 

0 

4.536 15 

3 


Sundries. 






Hackery hire, removing re-1 
jected Khoa, / 

8 10 

6 




Ditto, Stones, 

6 4 

0 




Peon under Clarke, 14th to) 


0 




30th September, 1835, ... f 

2 13 

17 11 

6 


Culcha Hands. 






Hac'kerv hire with Rubbish 1 






to Cutoha Roads and sides > 
of Pucka Roads, . • . « J 

. • • • . • 

• • 

207 2 

7 

49,615 4 19 

iA /. 11. — Cteansing. 






Ist Dims ion. 






Coolies for Loading Carts, at\ 

1769 6 

•1 




3.8 Sa. Its. per month, ... f 





Ilai'kcrii's, at 9-4 

3328 6 

3 




Drain Coolies, at 3-8 • • 

5340 11 

3 




Drain Boys, at 2-B . . 

(»«{ 4 

3 




Coolie Silvers, at 5 . • . • 

60 0 

0 




Dome Sirdars, at 5 

59 7 

9 




Mchtcr Sirdars, at 5 • . 

510 12 

6 




Mehters, at 4 •••• 

562 12 

0 




Domes, at 4 .... 

169 0 

0 




Pair Biillocksfor Rollers, at 14-8 

593 15 

3 




Ditto, for Box Carts at 11 

3782 0 

0 




1 Coolies with Rollers, at .3-8 ... 

. 29 1 

6 




Pair Bullocks for Dome Carts 1 

at 14.8 1 

Wearand Tt»r of Implements 1 

12 0 

9 




furnished by Contractor, at > 

15 •••• •... ..j 

180 0 

0 

16625 13 

9 


2i;f Dimsion, 



s 



1 Loading Coolies, at 3-8 

1754 8 

9 




) Hackeries, at 9-1 .... 

224(1 10 

6 




) Drain Coolies, at 3-8 

63 U( 4 

0 




Carried Over,. .. • • • • 

9337 7 

3 




16625 13 

9 

1,93,514 9 4 


Quantity. 


RKMilRKS. 


3370 


tn4 

14631 


15167 

10788 

45778 

8260 

sm 

363 

311 

4221 

1268 


Overseer Clarke make*, 
use Box Carts, 
llaekerit's, Coolies, 
supplied by the 
Contractor, in clean, 
sin^ as well as ir 
repairing the roadr 
of his Division — thu 
charge is b(»rnc un. 
der the head of re. 
pairs, the greater 
part of it being oi* 
that account. 





An Abstract of Police Disbursements^ ^c (Continued.) 




Amount. 


Total. 


Gmnd Total. 


Quantity. 

AlaterialM or Labour. 





Remarks. 



Sa. Rs. A.S. Ps. 

Sa. Rs. As. 

Ps. 

Sa. Rs. As. Ps. 


Brought Over, 



10025 13 

9 

1,93,514 9 4 



No. 11 . — Cleansing (Contd.J.. 

9337 7 

3 





mu 

Drain Boys, at 2.R .... 

.500 I t 

0 





mi 

Coolie Sirdars, at 5 ... . 

60 0 

0 





340 

Moliter Sirdars, at 5 ... 

.55 g 

9 





1382 

Domes, at 4 .... 

180 13 10 





51«7 

6037 

Mehters, at 4 

091 8 

:i 





Pairs of Bullocks for Box Carts, 1 
at 14-8 f 

2917 12 

0 





31 

Pair Ditto, Dome Carts. 

14 15 

3 






Wear and Tear, as above, 

180 0 

0 

13939 JO 

0 




^rd Division. 







ir.305 

Loading Coolies, at 3-8 

1785 8 

3 





18852 

Hackeries, nt 9-4 .... 

3:145 15 

0 





47821 

Drain Coolies, at 3-8 

.5579 0 

0 





8028 

Ditto Boys, at 2-8 .... 

068 15 

.3 





300 

Coolie Sirdars, at 5 

00 0 

0 





321 

DomeSirdars, . . . • 

52^ 7 

0 





303 

iMehter Sirdars, .... 

.59 7 

9 





1300 

Domes, at 4 

ia5 4 

3 





4339 

AlebUjrs, at 4 ... . 

578 7 

3 





8230 

Pairs of Bullocks for Box Carts, 
at 1 4—8 ...a » m m . i 

3980 10 

6 





0250 

Ditto for Rollers, 

3024 9 

9 





1085 

Bhistees, at 4 .... 

144 10 

3 





1085 

Wear and Tear, as above, 

180 0 

0 

19044 15 

9 




4lh Division. 







15255 

Loading Coolies, at 3-8 

177-5 1.5 

0 





13809 

Hackeries, at 9-4 .... 

4285 7 

0 





39018 

Drain (’oolies, at 3-B 

4625 8 

0 





8419 

Ditto Boys, at 2-8 

704 0 

0 





300 

Coolie Sirdars, at 5 ... . 

00 0 

0 





340 

Dome Sirdars, at 5 

50 9 

9 





302 

iVIehter Ditto, at 5 ... . . . - - 

59 5 

0 






Domes, at 4 ... 

182 15 

0 






Mehters, at 4 ... 

572 13 

9 





mtm 

Bhistces, at 4 ... 

501 13 

0 





AgOA 

Pairs of Bullocks for Box Carts, 1 

2863 14 

0 






at 14-8 ... f 

15928 6 





W<*ar and Tear, as above, 

180 0 

0 

0 




Strand Division. 







1 

Boat for removing Rubbish from 1 




0 




the Strand Division for 7 ( 
months, at 25 Rs. per month ) 



175 0 




Md$. fleer 

Feeding. 







181 24 

Gram for Bullocks in the South-1 

269 11 

0 






cm Gowkhaiia from April, > 
1835, to March, IBSO J 







rm 20 

Straw for Ditto, ... 

223 2 

4 





45 2Vi 

r Oil Cakes for Ditto, 

23 0 

3 




1 

12 

Mustard Oil, ... 

2 2 

9 

-4_ 



j 


Carried Over, • • • • • • • • 

518 0 

1 

66,313 4 10 


1 
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An Abstract of Police Disbursements, ^c. — (Continued.) 


j 

1 

Amount. 


Total. 

Grand Total. 


Quantity.! 

iMatenuis or Labour. ; 






Rrmarks. 


‘^»a. Us. As. 

Ps. 

Sa. Rs. As. Ps. 

Sa. U«. As. Ps. 



Brought Over, 

.... 

• • 


.... .... 

1,93,514 9 4 



( 'learning y — ( Coyitinued. J 

.... 

•• 


00313 4 JO 




Feeding^ — ( Continued,) 

518 

0 

4 




JVIds. seer. 








2!>f> 20 

Gram for Bullocks, 

4m) 

8 

3 




im 8 

Straw, in tlu* Northern Gow- \ 

4(» 

0 

0 





khana for Ditto, ^ 





bVeding Horses in the Northern I 








Gowkhaiia, at 15 Ks. each > 

l/Ui 

2 

9 

.3,130, 11 4 












Wages of a Mcxtchec for 7 { 

months, 9 days, at 0 Ks 

Kxtra Car()entor, Blacksmiths j 

43 

12 

0 








&c. employed for repairing J* 

«5 14 

0 





Carts, 4.. .. j 

Harness for Horses, &<•. 

10.5 

9 

0 

» 



1 

Horse purchased, 

10 

0 

0 




/i 

Hulloi'ks Ditto, ... 

.10 

0 

0 

331 4 0 




Gowkhana FstabliahmenL 








Northern. 








Sirdars, 12 months, at 5 Ps 

120 

0 

0 




1 

Ditto, 1 month and 25 days, 

9 

2 

9 




11 

Drivers for 12 months, at 3 Hs.... 

3!«) 

0 

0 




I 

Ditto, for 2 months and 3 days, 

0 

4 

9 




1 

Baiigy wallah Bhistoe at 8 Ks. ... 

72 

0 

0 

1 




Shoeing Bullocks, 

20 

8 

0 






(i24 

0 

0 





^ioutkern. 







1 

Sirdar, 12 months, at 5 Ks 

00 

0 

0 




:5 

Drivers, 10 months, at 3 Ks 

90 

0 

0 




9 

Ditto, 2 months, at 3 Ks 

54 

0 

0 




8 

Ditto, 23 days, ... 

17 

9 

6 




1 

Ditto, 5 days, ... 

0 

8 

0 




1 

Ditto, 9 days, ... 

0 

14 

0 




1 

Bhistee, 12 months, at 4 Rs. . . 

48 

0 

0 





Shoeing, • • . . ... . . . . 

9 

0 

0 






280 

0 

0 

904 0 U 




Bullocks purchased, at 5 Ks 

79 

8 

0 





A lot of Tools, purchased for) 
the Gowkhaiia, j 

»7 

7 

9 

160 15 9 




New Carts. 







10 

Large Carts, at 95 Rs 

950 

0 

0 




14 

Ditto, at 85 Rs. . . . . . . 

1190 

0 

0 

• 



1 

Small Ditto, . • . . . . . . 

I 57 13 

0 

2197 0 



sJT 









Carried Over, .... . . . . 

.... 


. . . . 

. 73050 1 5 







An Abstract of Police Disbursements, ^c. — (Continued.) 


Quantity. 

Materials or Labour. 

1 

Amount. 

Sa. Its. Afl. P«. i 

Total. 

la. Ra. Aa Ps. 

Grand Total. 

Sa. 8s. As. Ps. 

Rkmauks. 

1 

Irought Over, .... .... 

.... .... 

.... .... ] 
73050 1 r> 

,93,614 9 4 



Repairing Carts, for the year, ^ 
ineluding Iron, Planks, > 
Nails, Screws, kt*. . . . . j 

No. 12. 

Hepairing Bridges, by R. Se- \ 
vestn*, 


841 10 9 




2759 1 9 

73891 12 2 




Repairing Bruins, by R. Sevestre 

rnM 8 7 

8:)] 7 10 4 




No. 13. — Raft* 

Of Thaiias, 

Constables' Houses, 

Guard House, .... .... 

Khoa Depot, ... * . • . 

Gowkbana, .... .... 

22;i4 11 3 
22))(» 0 0 
420 0 0 
86 6 5 
163 6 9 

5184 8 5 


Judicial. 

Ditto. 

Cleansing. 


Krecting Thanas, .... .... 

Repairing ThanH.s, .... .... 

122 9 3 
719 8 10 

842 2 1 




No. 14. 

Office Charges, Stationery, ficc.... 

•••• «••• 

287 7 11 




No. 1.5. 

Mificellatieom, 

Sergeant 8 Stalf Pay, 

Medicine for Guard, 

(Collector’s Office, a Directory, . . 
Books and Stationery fur Asix^ss- \ 
nients, .... J 

260 0 0 
90 0 0 
8 0 0 

62 0 0 



Judicial. 


Boat and Cooly hire on Ballast,. • 
Advertisement, .... . . . . 

Sign Boards, 

Badges, .... . • . . 

Nogarah, .... . . . . 

Extra Work, .... . . . ^ 

Filth Boat, ... . . . . 

Paving a Ghaut, 

Repairing House, 

69 0 0 
.54(5 7 0 
216 11 6 
378 12 9 
5 0 0 

21 7 0 
15 0 0 
145 14 0 
10 0 0 

1828 4 3 















Tota], cIiargeaLIi* to tho Assessment Fund, 


6 0 




( ) 


An Abstract of Polim Disbursements, ^c. — ( Cmdinued.) 


i 

Rab's of 1 

1 Amount. 

Total. 


Names. Designations. 

Salary | 
per moiitb. 

Co. Rs. As. Ps. 

Co. Rs. As. Ps. 

Remarkh. 


Establishment, Judicial — Conservanej/ 
Departmcn-t, 

No. 16. 

GefUiral Department. 

H. C. Watts, Accountant, Sa. 

R. Habborly, Judicial clerk c. m. 

Shaik Ilarow, Interpreter Chinese 

lan^ua^e, 

Rittamber Chalterjoo, Mohorcr. 

Noorally, .... Persian jMoousIicc. 

Kstahlishmont for | 
sinking dead bo- > . - . . • - . . 

dies ill the River j 

Furashes, each 

Durwan, Sa. 4 i 

iMehters, 

Bi'twallahj Sa. 

Crier, 

Hhistee, (■ 


K(‘cptT of stolen goods, 
3rd Division. 

This includes hire of 2 
Boats. Besides this Es. 
tablishincnt there is a 
small monthly charge 
for ropes, &c. 


No, 17. 

Cash Department. 

Ranijoy Alookerjec. . . Cashier, 
Gooroodoss IMookerjee Alohercr, 
Rychurn Seal, .... Poddar, 


No. 10. 

1 Police Hospital. 

1 R. H, Bain, m. ii. « . Surgeon, 

]\I. R. Crawford, • . • - Apothecary, 

2 Gunganarain, Native Doctors, 

2 Nimcoo& Petiiinbor, Dressers, 

1 CallychurnChatterje<* Sircar, 


Co. 300 

at Sa. 12 
at Co. H 
6 


Hussureedun, 


1 Tarrachauiid, Hindoo Cook, 

1 Hussureedun, Alussulniati ditto, 

1 Golaul Sing, Durwan, 

2 BarooPaiiclioo Aunno Bhistces, 

4 Mudoo. SonaUin, ) 

Uklier, Chamroo, j 

1 Female <litto, 

4 .Aloordarfrashcs, 

,5 xMehters, 

1 Wally, 


n . . —H 

— House of Corrertirm.] 
1 IE. B. GIcvsoii, .... 


1 Durwan, I Meh.’J 
ter, and Oil for 
lamp, transferred i 
from the SherifT . ) 


Keeper, 

Native Doctor, 
Dr<»8ser. 

.Jt'inadar of Peons, 
Do. of Burkendoss, 
Naib of ditto. 

Peons, 

Blai'ksmith, 

Durwan, 

IVTehter, 

Burkendossos, 


6 at Sa. 
2 at Co. 


62 

11 

2 

26 

2 

0 

10 

7 

2 

niH) 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

2.'i 

1 

2 

16 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

104 

8 

0 

12 

8 

7 

8 

5 

9 

8 

5 

9 

10 

7 

2 

7 

5 

0 

1 33 

1 

3 

2 

1 

5 

4 

0 

0 

4 

2 

10 

94 

0 

6 

10 

4 

9 


Al.so assistant to Cashier. 
Examines money receiv- 
ed, vide No. 2. 


( CJeneral Siiperint. sees 
the Medicine properly 

• made up and adininiN- 
leri'd, aJ.so the Diet. 


According to Dr. Bain's 
Li.st the Establish men t 
amts, to Co*s. 516 : 8: 7 

Besides the Salary, gets a 
commission of 35 per 
cent, on the profit of 
Convict labour. 


209 0 0 


Carried over 1818 J1 2 



Number of 
Persons. 
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An Abstract of Police Disbursements, (Continued,) 




Rate of 

Amount. 

Names. 

Designation. 

Salary 


1 

1 

1 

per Month. 

Co. Rs. As. Ps. 


Total. 

|Co. Rs. As. Ps. 


RliUAnKS. 


1 

Irought forward, .... 










iVo. 20. 




( 

lon^ervanty Depart- 





nient. 




1 j 

Foseph Samuel, . . . . i 

C!lerk& Interpreter, 

Sa. 2.50 

201 4 2 

1 J 

Samuel Clark, . . . . ( 

vonstable, . . . . . . 

100 

104 8 0 

1 < 

11. Statham, . . . . ] 

Ditto, 

10(> 

104 8 0 

1 

Madub Chund Seal, . 

Writer, .. 

00 

02 11 2 

1 ( 

^ooroopersaud Rose, . 

Ditto, .. 

20 

20 14 5 

1 

Vil money Sen, • • • . 

Ditto, 

20 

20 14 5 

1 

iV. H. Grant, . . . . 

Ditto, 

20 

20 14 5 

1 

Sssench under Siiighee 

Ditto, .. 

12 

12 8 7 

] 

Brahmin, - - . - . . 


7 0 () 

1 


]VTril)fl.h, ... . . • . 

7 

7 5 0 

1 

Fohn Scret, 

Overseer, Water- \ 


62 11 2 



ing& Lighting,/ 



1 

^loetoo, 

Jemadar incharge | 





of Steam En- > 

10 

10 7 2 



«iA<’ 



1 

Hissonauth Doss, • . 

SirkarCanjechouse, 

0 

6 4 3 

1 


Durwan,. 


3 0 0 

1 

Cullen Sing, 

Naib Tank Guard 

7 

7 5 0 

1 

Head Molly, 

Mohainedan Bu-\ 
rying Ground, / 

6 

5 3 7 

1 

Mate ditto, 


4 

4 2 10 

:i 

Mollys, 


3 

9 0 5 

1 

Peon, 

Esplanade Walk,. . 

5 

5 3 7 

10 

Coolies, 

Ditto, 

3 

31 5 7 

51 

Estal)li.shment or 





Publielt Tanks 





sanctioned by or- 



238 5 0 


der of Govern- 

.... .... 

.... 



ment 28th April, 





1834, ^ 




4 

l^Tt'hters & Bhistees 





at Seapoys Tatties ► 

.... • • • • 



16 11 5 

HO 

Meorjauny Gully, 





No. 21. 





Under the Supdt. oj 

f’ 




tfte Police. 




1 

J. J. MX'ann, 

. Dy. Superin tendeni 

1 Sa. 272 

2B4 3 6 

I 

Bernard Furie, . . . , 

. Clerk, 

100 

104 8 0 

1 

Philip Delmar, ... 

. French Interpreter 

. 50 

52 4 0 

1 

1). Ryan, ... 

. Inspector of Gun- ( 

30 

31 5 7 



powder Godowns J 



1 

C. F. Leal, 

. Register of Ticca > 

32 

33 7 0 



Bearers, yS 



1 

Hurryputty, 

. Assistant Ditto, . 

10 

10 7 2 

1 

A. JuUen, 

. Writer, . . 

52 

54 5 5 

1 

J. W. Peterson, . . . 

. Ditto, 


09 11 4 

1 

J. H. Councell, . - . 

. Ditto, . . . 

:w 

31 5 7 

1 

Mr. J, Wade, 

. Ditto, 

. 35 

37 10 0 

J 

Hurrydoss Sen, . • . 

• Ditto, 

32 

33 7 0 

1 

Bycantoijoth Ban-^ 

► Ditto, 

30 

31 5 7 

1 

nerjee, J 

Radabullub Dutt, . 

* Ditto, . . . 

20 

20 14 4 

1 

Gooroochurn Sirkar . 

. Persian Moonshci 

k 

-> 

35 \ 0 0 

14 




829 14 6 


Carried o#r, ... 


. .... .... 

...a 


,818 11 2 


Overseer Siranc] Roads. 
Muster Master and Over* 
seer, Esplanade. 


1,022 10 2 


Gooroochurn wa.s actin 
for Shyamlol), who ha 
'since resumed his ofTico. 


2,841 
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An Abstract of Police Disbursements, ^c, — ( Continued.) 


Amount. 

Co. Rs. As. Ps. 

Total. 

Co. Rs. As. 

Ps. 




2,841 r, 

4 

829 

14 

6 



2(5 

2 

0 



52 

4 

0 



31 

5 

7 



10 

7 

2 



16 

11 

6 



8 

5 

9 



166 

4 

4 

1141 6 

10 

103 

9 

4 



26 

2 

0 



\ 49 

15 

0 



^ 10 

7 

2 



6 

4 

3 



4 

2 

10 



4 

2 

JO 



4 

2 10 



32 

8 

7 



413 

4 

7 

654 11 

5 

8 

5 

9 



20 14 

4 



4 

0 

0 

33 4 

1 

94 

0 

9 



501 

9 

4 



120 

0 

0 

715 10 

1 

62 11 

2 



60 

0 

0 



9 

6 

4 



8 

5 

9 



•8 

5 

9 



8 

5 

9 



12 

8 

4 



48 

0 

0 



}201 

12 

8 



^321 

4 

0 

740 11 

9 


6,127 1 

6 


* i 
i o 

s £ 


Names. 


Designation. 


14 


1 

1 

1 

32 


52 


1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

is 

75 


101 


Brouiglit Over, 


11 


No. 21. 

Under the Supdt. of\ 
the Police ( Contd.) 
HusmuUlly,. 


Niifisurdeen Malul.. 
Modungopal INlo-l 

zemdar^ J 

Ramtonoo Chatterjee, 
Huxoo, - . 

Aiiwarkhaiij 

Summons' Peons, . . 


Deputy Persian \ 
Aloonshee, ^ 
Nazer, 


Bengal Moonshee, 

Bengal Mohiirier,^ 
.Temadar ol‘ P^^ons, 
Dufiory, 


No. 22. 

Totvn Guard. 
Stair allowance to it 
Sergeants. . 
Jemadar, 


>9 Nalbs, 




1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

8 

40 

80 


I Of Burkendososj . . 
Naibs of Ditto, . . 

IJemadar of Phatuk 
Naib of Ditto,. . . . 

Bhistee 

Mchter, 

Sweeper, 

Burkendosos, 

Ditto, .j 


No. 23. 

Female Kattara. 


No. 24. 
Constables. 

R. Bagnall, 

Hamilton, Jones, ^ 
Perry, TaU*,../ 
31acaskell, Gwat- > 
kin, Closton andi 

Got^sall, J 

I J. and G. Steven,. . . 


No. 25. 

Fire Engines. 
Thomas Allan, ... 
Edward Jones, .... 


136 


Bate of 
Salary 
per Month. 


Sa. 


128 at Sa. 
4 at Co. 


Jcmadarnec, 

Peons, 

Bhistee, . .. . 


Head Constable,. 

Constables, 

Ditto, 


Ditto, 

Ditto, ..... • 

Syrang, 

Jemadar Bhistee, 

|Carp**nter, 

Bla(!k8mith, 

Moo<4iees, 

,1'indals, ... 

Khallashies, 
Bhistees, 


iOarried over. 




25 

50 

.30 

10 

1(5 

8 

5 

5 


25 

4 at 7 Cos, Bs. 
3 at 7 Sa. Rs. 
10 
6 
4 
4 
4 


Sa. 8 
5 


Sa. 90 
at 60 

at Co. 60 

Sa. 60 

Sa. 9 
8 
8 
8 
6 
6 


at 

at 


|8 at 5 Sa. Rs. 
.32 at 5 C 
7 at 4 Sa. 


Rbmarks. 


Peons attend the Police 
OHice with Prisoneri.. 


Authorized Establish- 
ment. Actual charge is 
something more. 


(n rains reduced on the 
following scales. 

1 Constable 60 62 11 2 
1 Syrang, 9 9 6 4 
1 Jamadar 8 8 5 9 
1 Carpenter 8 8 5 9 
1 Blacksth. 8 8 5 9 
|2 Moochees 12 12 8 4 
lOShallash. 50 51 12 9 
lOBhistccs 40 41 4 2 


'27 


202 12 0 








jXumber of t 
Persons. | 
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Abstract of Police. Disbursements, ^c, — (Continued) 


Names. 


10 


Brought forward, 



Rate of 

Amount. 

Total. 


Designation. 

Salary 



Kjkmarks. 

. 1 

1 per Month. { 

- 

Co. Rs. As. Ps. 

Co. Rs. As. Ps.' 



No. 20. 

Magistrates' Office. 

Ist or Upper North 
Division. 


10 


IC. F. Leah 

Bissembhur Law, . . 
ModooSooden Ba-\ 

nerjtMi, j 

Goluckchunder Ba. / 

nerjee, $ 

A. Maloolm^ 

Joyhed, 

Ramneedy Panda, . , 
Golamsurwar, 


No. 21. 

2d or Lorrer North 
Division. 


Interpreter, 

Writer, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Duftory, 

Brahmin, 

MoOah, 

Peons, 


J. P. Narnoy, 'Clerk, 

Hullodhur Law,. . . .1 Writer, 
Goormipcrsaud Ba-^ ; Ditto 

nerjee, j | ^ 

GoopeeniohunChat- h ! 

terjee, j | ’ 

Bhogovaii, Brahmin, 

Moilah, 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

lo 


No. 28. 

3d. or Upper South 
Dwision. 


|J. Rodrigues,*. . . . 
Ramdhone Mitter, 
Radanoth Chatterjec, 
Samachurn, Ditto 
Ramnaran, Ditto, . . 
|Chunder Mohun, Do. 
Ilybut Khan, 
Abrishallah, 
Sheedanoth Panda, . . 


Carried over, 


Peons, 


Clerk, 

IWriter, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Duftory, 

Moilah, 

Brahmin, 

Peons, 


■{ 


Sa. loO 
100 

40 

30 

30 

8 

7 

7 

1 at 5 8a. Rs. 
1 at 5 Co. Rs.| 


Sa. 


130 

100 

50 

30 


7 
7 

I at 5 Sa. Rs. 
|3 at 5 Co. Kb. 


Sa. 


100 

70 

50 

30 

50 

20 

8 

7 

7 

5 


31 

31 

8 

7 

7 

10 


31 

7 

7 

20 


0,127 1 0 


156 12 0 
104 8 0 

41 12 0 ! 

I 

7 I 


3 6 i 398 15 2 


135 13 8 
104 8 0 

52 4 0 


5 7 

5 0 
5 0 

3 7 


104 8 0 
73 2 5 
52 4 0 
31 6 7 
52 4 0 
20 14 4 
8 5 9 
7 5 0 
7 5 0 
47 0 3 


358 12 10 


404 6 4 


7^280 3 10 


4 Peons are employed 
in this Division. 







Number uf 
Persons. 
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yin Abstract of Police Disbursements, ^c. — (Continued.) 




Rate of 

Amount. 

Total. 

Names. 

Designation. 

Salary 





per IMonth. 

Co. Rs. As. Ps. 

Co. Rs. As. Ps. 


Remarks. 


I 

1 

J 

I 

J 

4 

12 


Brought Over, 


A’o. 21). 

4//* or Lower South 
Division. 

G. Aviet, 

G. Rodgers, 
Dyalchaiid Bose, . . 


T. Swindon, 
Premehaund i\I ullick, 


Obed, 


Ao. 30. 
Magistrates. 

D. jMcFarlan, Esq. 
W. C. Hlaquicrc, Esq 
A. S. L. McMalion, 
Esq. 

O. K. Robison, Esq. 

P. O’Haiiloii, Ksq. . . 
F. W. Birdi, Esq. . . 


Interpreter, 

Writer, 

Ditto, 


Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Duftory, 
Brahmin . 
Mollali, ' 

Peons, 


Sa. 

*Sa/ 


Sa. 


Sa. 


250 

*50 

20 


f |2 at 5 Sa. Rs. 
^ 2 at .5 Co. Us. 


201 4 0 
70 0 0 
52 4 0 


40 0 0 
20 14 4 
8 0 0 
0 0 
5 0 


7 

7 

20 


2 


Chief Alagistrate, . . 
Division, «... 

4th Ditto, 

1st Ditto, .J 
|2d Ditto, 

Supdt. of Police, . .j 


Sa. 1,400 


3,0(H) 0 0 
1,403 0 0 


1,200 |J, 254 0 0 
1,000 I 1,045 0 0 
1 1,000 0 0 
5i)0 0 0 


7,289 3 10 i 


487 2 0 


8.202 0 V 


10,038 0 4 


I per month, . . . 

Or per year, Co’s. Rs. 1,92,463, equal at the Ex<'haiige of 104-8 
toSa. Rs 1,84,175 1 11 


The alx)ve paid by Government from General Revenue. 
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An Abstract of Police DishursementSf Continued,) 



1 

Description. 

For what period. 

So. Rs. As. Ps. 

Sa. Rs. As. Ps. 


I Brought over 



..1,84,175 1 11 


Judicial Contingent Fr<7mU/Mfl^,1835. 
Charges^ to "Mh April, 1836. 


No. 31. 

Diet. 

To Prisoners, .... 
Patients, 

Sergts. upon Service, 
Witnesses, 

Sundries, 


.... 4912 12 2 
. ... 2378 13 11 
GO 0 0 
72 8 0 

71 4 0 7495 6 1 


No. 32. 

Conveyance Allow - 1 
ance to Consta- S 
Ucit, *Sr ) 


047 14 9 


No. 33. 
Law Charges. 


. . 739D 0 0 


No. 34. 
Clothing. 
Prisoners, 
Patients, 


813 12 9 

381 10 3 1195 7 9 


No. 35. 
Medici ii<^ 


No. 36. I 
Repairs. 

Town Guard, .... 
House of Correction, 
Sergeants’ Quarters, 
Police Office, . . . . 
Sepoy Barrack, . . . . 
Pyke Guard, . . . . 


.A 505 2 8 


60 0 0 
184 10 4 
43 3 6 ' 
12 9 5 
10 5 10 
107 14 C 


Country ftledicine 
Police Hospital, March to 
Nov. 1835, . . 168 0 0 
Town Guard and Female 
Kattara, Do. 145 2 8 
House of Correction 
March, 1835, to 
July, 1836,.. 192 0 0 

505 2 8 


No. 37. 
Reward, 

For Apprehensions,. . 
Informations, &c. . . 


755 0 0 


No. 38. 
Office Charges. 


1156 3 5 


No. 39. 

Advertisements. 


Carried over, 


71 2 0 

— 

19.936 15 6 

.. 1,84,175 1 11 







{ ) 


./;/ yJ/hsi/'iirt of Pol hf Dusbufaetnents, ^’c. — (Continued.) 


l)i*s<Tipli«)H. 


For \vl\at period. 


Sa Rs. As. Ps. 


Sa. Rs. As. Ps. 


Grand Total. 
Sa. Rs. As. Ps. 


Ukmahkh. 


Rrought forward, 


I . f udicinl i Um(ii9(jrnt\ 
! Charges, — ( ConUt) 

i No. 40. 


From 1 st Mag, I 
foWMi Apr it, IR'iO. 


Fire Engines. 


jltepairs, .... 

• New Kngine and ( 

! Host'S. . . . . J 


Kreotiiitra look-out \ 

I llou.se, .... V 

; Repairs to Kn<;iiii;) 
lloiist*. ,...| 

No, 11. 

Pe/tg Charge.^. . . 
Ptilice Lamps, .... 
Pashajje of a W'itiU'ss, 
Removinu Patii'iUs, 
Funeral, 6:e. of Pa- \ 
tients, .... I 

Gliopper and buildingj 
(’ess Pools, 

Si^rii Board, 

Kxtra JMeliter, ... 
Fees on Execution \ 
of Warrants, . . ( 
(;leanin^ Wells in I 
the House of Cor- J 
n'etion, . . . . ) 

Sundries, 


No. 42. 

Rent. 

(7f Feinaiu Katlarah 
.St^poy (Riard, 

Police Ground Tax, 


11)27 


iikIs. 

15 


No. 4:k 
KspUtnade Roads. . . 
Ferrahs of Khoa, . . . . 
\ Kiln of Jhaina^ 
Bricks, . . . . S 
Jliaina Ranker fori 
Water of the > 

Fort, • • • - j 

C h u nam for purify- \ 

in^ Drain, / 

Bamboos for mark - 1 
inj[t out Roads, • . S 
Kodalicnsand Weed. ) 
in^ Knives, . . . . f 
Government 
for Khoa 
ly's Nullah 


es, . . . . ) 
t Tolli 
. at Tol- > 
ah, • . ) 


■Carried <»ver. 


JR7 13 1) 
410 0 0 


21 H 0 


10030 1.5 0 


1(153 11 0 
m 7 0 

2 12 7 

7 3 0 
22 0 0 
33 0 0 

150 0 0 


(121 o 0 
100 0 0 
32 2 0 

737 4 0 

IHl 5 0 
51 2 (1 

3 10 3 
27 5 0 

10 11 0 

13 O 0 
03 0 4 


293 1 1 0 

124 0 0 
52 3 3 


2350 2 4 


027 n 


1,04,175 1 II 


2,350 2 4 


um 2 1 


109 14 9 


22092 II 7 


1,84,175 1 11 
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dn yJbstrmt of Police I)isbm\se7nents^ Continued,) 


1 

30 

I 

1 

1 


D(?s(.*riplion. 


Brought forward, . . 

Judicial Contingent 
Charges, — ( Confd-) 

flackery hire on Khoa 
Coolies picking \ 
roads & repairing, / 
Hired Bullocks for) 

Boilers i‘ 

Landing ballast to^ 
)>rot('et banks at J- 
1 Listings' bridge, j 
CooIi(*a clearing^ 
Plain near theri- > 

ver side j 

Constructing dmins j 
to protect the ( 
roads at Hastings' / 

bridge, j 

Ilc'pairing Chi I- ^ 

dn'n’s Walk, \ 
Bepairing Balus-'^ 

lrad(j, f 

Ditto, Bridges, . . . . 
CoveringAqueduets ' 
at the opi'ning of 
the New road ^ 
from (rovt. House 
to Kyd Street,. . 

Plstahiishment under 
Statham, 

Sirdar, at 5 permth. 'i 
C'Oolie8,at3 do. ( 
Sircar, at 10 do, I 
J\Iistry,at 6 do. I 
Sircar at Khoa) 
Depot 1 1 months, f 


Deduct part of Go-" 
vemment Toll for 
which no receipt *■ 
was pn»sentcd to 
the Civil Auditor, ^ 


Carried over, 


For what period. 

Sa. Bs. As. Ps. 

Sa. Bs. As. Ps. 

Grand Total. 

8a. Bs. As. Ps. 

.. . 

— 

2,350 

2 

4 

22892 11 7 

1,84,175 1 n 

5<)2 

3 10 




■ 


301 

9 3 






460 

1 9 






74 

H 0 






(i 

1 0 






133 

7 0 






140 

1 10 






no 

0 0 






21 

5 10 






4(» 10 0 








1895 

9 

0 



1329 

5 9 






00 

0 9 








1395 

5 

9 





"5041 

1 

T 





21 

8 

0 






— - 


5619 9 7 








2851:2 5 12 





1 

O 10UR7 *7 i 


.... 2,12,087 7 1 


Remarks. 


Total Judicial Contin- 
gent Chargt'S. 
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An Abstract of Police Disbursements, ^c. — (Continued.) 


Description. 


For what peruxl. 


Sa. Rs. As. Ps- Sa. Rs. As. Ps. 


Grand Total. 
|8a. Rs. As. Ps. 


Rkmarks. 


Brought forward^... 

C(ms€rva7icy Coniin-\ 
g€7it Chargetf, 

No. 44. 
Watering. 
Allowed by Govem- 
inent, for work- 
ing the Steam En- 
gine at Chauiid- 
paul Ghautj for 
12 Months, 

For Watering, 

Months j 

Repairing Aqueducts. 
New Aqueduct or f 
Tunnel, / 

No. 45. 

JJghting. 

|rM)7 Lamps atl 
1:11:6 per lamp \ 

per Month, ) 

Deduct for Lamps \ 
not lighted, / 

Fixing Lamp Irons'] 
and Lamps at the 
comers of the o- 
pening of thcNow 
cross Road oppo. 
site Kyd 8tnH?t. 

A Lamp and Lamp 
Iron at the North 
east comer of Go- 
vernment House, . 


Further deduction) 
not accounti'd for j 


No. 46. 

Draining and Pamng\ 
by R. Hevestre. 
Draining 8 places, 

Paving 7 


From UtMnyy 1 H35. 
to 30M April, 1R3(». 


at 360 per month. 


at 2104 


No. 47. 

Government JImise > 
Sepoy ^ Tatty , . . . ^ 

No. 48. 

Petty charges. 

Mehters, 

Rafts, 

Carried Over, . ♦ . . 


4320 0 0 


17552 0 0 

.571 2 1 
2272 12 2 


6331 14 0 

196 11 7 

6,135 

2 5 

86 

0 8 

44 

4 0 

6206 

0 1 

12 

8 0 

1515 

li2 ] 


7 4 


■{ 


216 0 0 
385 15 3 


601 15 3 


at 24 Rs. perj 
mensem. 


2,12,687 7 1 


24715 14 3 


6253 8 1 


2442 3 5 


288 0 0 


mm 9 9 


12,12,687 6 J 


Most part sanctioned by 
Government. 
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jin Abstract of Police Disbursements, ^c. — (Continued.) 


Description. 


For what period. 


Sa. R8.As.P8. 


Sa. Rs. As. Ps. 


Grand Total. 
Sa. Rs. As. Ps. 


Remabks. 


601 15 
151 2 

40 0 
50 7 
171 7 
428 13 
169 3 10 
5 15 0 


a 

0 

0 

0 

6 

6 


1,619 

1,805 


[Brought Over, 

Petty Charges, ( 
tinued,) 

I Crossing Bramny) 

Bulls, ( 

Printing Chief Ma-\ 
gistrate's Proposals j 
Digging Wells, 

Repairing Jackson's 

Ghaut, I 

Ditto Public Tanks, .. 

Do. Wellesly Square 1 

Walk, J 

Sundries, 

Town GuardBuilding, 

No. 40. 

Office enla rges, 

No. 50. 

New Police Hos^^ 
pitaL 

R. Sevestre's Bill 
for alterations 
made in the Pet- 
ty Court Jail for 
rendering it suit- 
able for Patients,^ 

Constructing Two 
Partition Walls 
— three window 
frames — & three 
pairsofV enetians, 

[Enclosing 2 Pucka 
sheds with mat 
Walls, . 

[Making an opening 
in the Southern 
Wall, .. 

|Co]i8tructing a 
Cutcha Pucka 
Wall, 

Building two por- 
tions of a Parti, 
tion Wall, 

No. 51. 

Cess Pock, ... 

3 Biggahs and 15) 

Coltahs of Land I 
puMiased at Til- | 

, gullah, j 

Stamp Paper for) 
the Bill of Sale > 

Ditto, • . * • J 

Total Judicial &Conaervancy charges defrayedi 
by Oovemment from General Revenue, ... | 


0 1 
9 10 


1,300 13 10 


154 12 5 


75 6 4 


30 15 9 


18 10 2 


14 12 6 


3,424 9 11 


182 2 3 


2,12,687 7 1 


750 0 0 


8 0 0 


1,595 7 0 


768 0 0 


Sa. Rs. 


39,659 12 11 


2,52,347 4 


Total Conservancy 
iCkmtingent charges. 
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An Abstract of PoUcs Disbursements^ Sjc. — ( Continued.) 


Grand Total of Police charges for one year. 

i 


8a. Rs. As. Ps. 

Brought over amount of Charges defrayed 1 
by Government from General Revenue^ ..j 

Brought over^ from Page 11, amount of) 

Charges paid out of the Assessment Fund, > 
or rather charged to tlio Assessment Fund, ) 

Total disbursement of the Police for one year,. . 

• • • • 

2,52,347 4 0 

• • • • • 

2.83,866 6 6 

Sa. Rs. 

5,:«J,213 10 6 




( 23 ) 

B. 


A SUitemcnt of the valuation of Premises in the and ^rd Divisions, from the 
River Hoogly to Wellington Street, including the New Mint. 


Xo. of 1 
Streets' 

Names of Streets. 

Valuation per 
Mensem. 

Tax per Quater. 

J 

Sfd Oimaion. 

Government Place, - • - . • • • • • • • • 

15, 120 0 0 

2,268 0 0 

2 

Msplanade Row, .... . . > • . • - • 

King'-s Bench Walk, •... .... 

7,764 4 3 

1,161 10 4 

a 

3.733 5 4 

560 0 0 

4 

Hastings' Street, .... .... .•«. 

3,2«« 0 0 

493 4 3 

fi 

Post Office Stre(‘t, ... . • .... 

2,910 10 4 

436 9 11 

(> 

C’hurch Lane. ... .... • • • • 


368 0 0 

7 

C^ounsel House Street, .... .... .... .... 

2,593 1 1 

388 15 7 

u 

Kaiicv Lane, •••• .... .... 

1,054 0 0 

158 1 12 

y 

Wei leslev Place, ... ... .... .... 

7ao 5 4 

118 6 8 

10 

Larkin's Lane, .... .... 

501 5 4 

75 3 4 

10' 

Bcecber'a Buildings, .... 

»53 5 4 

128 0 0 

11 

Old Court House Street, 

5,565 13 10 

8;14 14 1 

12 

Tank Square, ... 

14.519 5 4 

2,177 14 8 


Hare Street, 

3,346 5 4 

501 15 3 

11 

Garstin’s Place, 

9.53 5 4 

143 0 0 

15 

Mankshall Street, .••• •••• 

2,560 0 0 

384 0 0 

10 

Coiliili Ghaut Street 

1,541 5 4 

au 3 4 

17 

Vansittart Row, . . - . • .... .... .... 

496 0 0 

74 6 « 

1» 

Dacre's Lane, .... • . . . 

1,72«) 0 0 

258 0 <» 

JHi 

Waterloo Street, .... • . . • .... 

612 3 3 

96 5 4 

1!) 

(*rook(‘d Lane, .... «..« «••• •*.• 

775 7 6 

116 5 2 

20 

Hanamoody Gully, .... • . . . 

2.694 6 5 

404 2 10 

21 

iMangoe Lane, .... .... 

2,315 13 0 

847 5 16 

22 

Barretto Lane, 

:)84 U 0 

57 9 12 

23 

j\Iission Row, 

2,.597 5 4 

389 9 1*2 

24 

Loll Bazar, •••. 

2,0.39 5 4 

305 14 » 

25 

Cooper’s Lane, 

290 2 1 

43 8 5 

20 

Cossitollah .... 

8,001) 15 8 

1,201 7 7 

27 

Grant's Lane, - . . • .... 

521 0 6 

78 3 13 

2« 

Weston's Lane, .... 

518 3 9 

77 11 14 

20 

Zigzag Lane 

1,286 9 a 

192 15 H 

30 

Emaniharey Lane, .... .... 

1,422 3 6 

213 4 13 

31 

Sooterkin Lane, .... 

499 3 2 

74 14 0 

32 

Meredith Lane, 

532 12 3 

79 11 11 

33 

Xuncoo Jemadar Lane, 

494 14 11 

74 3 12 

34 

Jebb’s Lane, 

97 1 1 

14 8 19 

35 

Bow Bazar Lane, 

542 14 11 

81 6 17 

30 

Sibtollah Lane, 

6.53 5 6 

97 15 16 

37 

Kenderdine Lane, 

662 3 4 

99 5 2 

3« 

Gooreemah Lane, 

855 12 11 

128 5 13 

30 

Copalleytollah, 

1,240 3 9 

186 U 11 

40 

Coiroo Mittoor Lane, .... 

atiS 14 0 

54 13 15 

41 

Ruffick Serang Lane, .... 

90 10 8 

13 9 10 

42 

Nolhooker Lane, 

763 9 10 

114 8 7 

43 

Chandney Choke, 1st Lane, 

672 0 1 

100 12 11 

44 

Chandney Choke, 2nd Lane, 

427 2 1 

61 U 19 

45 

Ditto Street, .... 

526 2 2 

78 14 7 

46 

Hiddamm Bonnerjec, 

481 0 1 

72 1 16 

47 

Molungah Lane, .... .... 

1,436 7 5 

215 6 9 

48 

Bepareytollah Lane, .... 

287 5 4 

43 1 10 

40 

Kmainbaug Lane, .... .... .... 

I,a55 2 4 

248 3 13 

50 

Goomghur Lane, .... .... ... .... 

475 11 7 

71 5 8 

51 

Lollbeharry Takoor Lane, .... .... .... 

146 14 11 

22 U 6 

52 

Wellington Street, .... .... 

412 4 1 

61 12 19 

53 

Ditto Square, .... , , . . 

407 7 6 

61 1 13 

54 

New Bow Bazar Lane, .... .... 

460 4 3 

69 0 8 

68 

Bow Bazar Street, .... ^ 

2,a53 4 7 

352 14 9 


lut Division, 

Upper North Strand Road — New Mint, .... .••• 

1,11,709 15 1 

2,ia3 5 4 

16,769 4 19 

320 0 0 


Total Amount Co's. Rs 

1,13.933 4 3 

17,01^ 4 19 








( Hi 
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(f. 


Statement qf^ the V uluathn of Premues in the 9,nd and ^th Divisions within the following 

lioundaries, «*«. Nortli, Cotton Street and part qftlte Muchooa Bazar Road South, 

JBsplarm^ Row and part of the Jhirrumtollah Street — East, College Street and WeL 
lington Street — and West, hp the Strand Road, including the New Mint. 28/A March, 


Names of the Streets. 


Valuation 
per Moiisem. 


Tax per Quarter 


2nd Division, 


Strand Road 

2, (Mia 

10 

5 

309 

8 

13 







Clive Street, 

10,900 

10 

4 

1,634 

14 

1 







Fairlic Place, 

.%402 

10 

6 

510 

6 

5 







Clive Street Ghaut, 

1.2»0 

0 

0 

192 

0 

0 







Swallow Lane, 

(171 

5 

8 

101 

2 

2 







Old Court House Lane, 

667 

11 

8 

100 

2 

9 







Old Court House Comer, 

1,070 

6 

2 

160 

8 

17 







Hadah Bazar Street, 

4,ia'> 

6 

10 

(>24 

10 

14 







Lall Bazar, North Side, 

2,018 

10 

6 

302 

12 

14 







Radal) Bazar Lane, 

4:J2 

7 

6 

64 

13 

15 







Diiriimtollah Street, 

2,465 

14 

8 

369 

1.3 

m 

i 







Pollock Street, 

1,683 

4 

3 

2.52 

7 

14 


Abstract, 





Sukea'a Lane, 

1,43(1 

13 

10 

215 

8 

2 







Jackson’s Ghaut Street, . ... 

2,004 

11 

8 

3(X) 

10 

15 




Tax 


Old China Bi^zar Street, .... 

7,001 

13 

3 

1,050 

0 

7 

Amountof the above f 

1.90.747 



•A 


Moorghy Ilattah Street, 

2.308 

9 

10 

345 

JO 

2 

ill 2d J3ivi8ioii, ^ 

14 

4 

15,109 14 

4 

Portuguese Church Lane, 

1,424 

15 

0 

213 

11 

16 

Do. Do. 4th Do 

7,266 

15 

1 

1 090 0 

3 

Omratollah Street, 

2.138 

6 

3 

320 

n 

5 




China Bazar Gully, 

Bonfield'a Lane, 

1,235 

290 

9 

2 

5 

2 

185 

43 

5 

8 

6 

6 


1,08,014 

13 

5 

16,199 14 

7 

Armenian Street, 

2,391 

10 

8 

358 

11 

15 







Govindchund Dhur Street, . . 

337 

1 

1 

50 

8 

17 

Do. Do. 3d) 

1 , 11,799 

15 

1 

16,769 4 

19 

Roopchund Roy Street, 

646 

14 

in 

97 

0 

12 

Do.Do.lBtrJ" 

2,ia3 

5 

4 

320 0 

0 

Comul Nyan ka Bare, 

1,323 

13 

9 

198 

9 

0 

J paper 15. 



ivnongrapuiiy oireei, 

Cross Street, 

I,on9 

3,108 

4 

4 

7 

8 

280 

466 

8 

2 

1 

2 

Total Co’s. Rs. 

2,21,948 

1 

10 

33,289 3 

G 

Puggeaputty Street, 

Monohur Doss Street, 

Ikitton Street, 

1,343 

3,369 

1,835 

15 

1 

2 

2 

1 

5 

201 

.505 

275 

8 

3 

2 

16 

15 

15 

The Quarterly Tax < 
Town is Co’s. Rs. . 

[)f the entire 

* • • .... 


66,484 


Durniahattah Street, 

1.769 

9 

7 

265 

7 

0 







New China Bazar Street, 

3,294 

15 

0 

494 

3 

16 

The Quarterly Tax 

within 

the 

> 

33,289 8 

6 

Lyon’s Range, 

977 

1 

1 

146 

8 

19 

above boundaries is 

5 • 

. ■ ■ 

1 

Chitix>re Hoad, .... 

6.719 

10 

4 

1,007 

13 

8 

or a small fraction more than one-half ofthe entire Tax. 

Chattawallah Gully, 

1,540 

] 

0 

230 

15 

2 







Chunam Gully 

2,299 

6 

5 

344 

12 

19 







Tiretta Bazar Street, 
Hurrenbarry Lane, . • . . 

604 

831 

14 

7 

10 

4 

91 

124 

0 

11 

7 

13 


JOHN 

CARR, 


Colootollah Street, .... 

2,759 

2 

5 

413 

12 

6 





Jissessor, 


Sreenath Baboo Lane, 

647 

12 

8 

97 

2 

3 







Gungadbur Baboo Lane, 

8.55 

0 

8 

128 

3 

10 







Champatollah Lane, .... 

1,296 

6 

11 

194 

5 

18 







Beeliee Rozio Lane, .... 

72 

8 

7 

10 

14 

0 







Bow Bazar Street, .... 

2 , 9.37 

15 

3 

440 

9 

19 







Ruttoo Sircar Lane, 

1,582 

4 

5 

237 

3 

17 







Durrumtollah Lane, 

448 

1 

3 

67 

3 

0 







Taraebund Dutt Street, 

1,008 

13 

7 

1,050 

9 

11 







Rajmohun Bose Lane, 

243 

3 

3 

36 

7 

9 







RaiQjlB(lohun Ghose Lane, . . . 

703 

0 

10 

105 

8 

6 







Soorty Bagaun Lane, 

341 

5 

0 

51 

2 

15 







Rampersaud Shaw Lam*, 

325 

7 

4 

48 

12 

18 







JBachooa Bazar Road, 

1,043 

11 

10 

156 

8 

15 







Syed Sully Lane, 

464 

12 

9 

69 

10 

18 







College Street, 

1,038 

10 

7 

155 

10 

8 







Sobaram Bysack Lane, 

Neemoo Khansumah Lane, . 

1,333 

12 

6 

199 

15 

16 







726 

3 

5 

108 

14 

3 







4th Divmm. 

1 , 00,747 

14 

4 

15.109 

14 








Durrumtollah St., (both sides,) 

7,266 

15 

1 

1,090 0 

3 







Total, 

1,08,014 

13 


*16,199 

14 
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D. 


The Collector of Assessmmts' Office JEstablishment^for July^ 1886 . 


1 June, 1831. 

Mr. J. Carr, .... 4J Pr. Ct. 

Co’s. Rs. 

449 6 12 

Sa. Rs. 

430 0 0 

1 Jan. 1832. 

M. R. Graham, .... 

344 13 12 

330 0 0 

22 July, ia34. 

Mr. T. Thompson, .... 

137 15 0 

132 0 0 

12 June, 183G. 

Mr. J. Street, .... 

100 0 0 

93 12 0 

18 Sept. 1K13. 

Parbutty Churn Mookerjee, .... .... 

73 2 8 

70 0 0 

Ditto, 

SumlK onauth Sain, .... .... 

82 11 4 

60 0 0 

1 May, 1820. 

Rajkisser Seat, .... .... 

31 5 12 

30 0 0 

1 August, 1835. 

Greeschunder Chowdory, Officiating Writer, .... 

15 U 0 

14 5 7 

1 Dik;. 1829. 

Essorchunder Bose, .... .... 

10 7 4 

10 0 0 

Ditto, 

Tarrucknauth Day, .... .... 

15 7 4 

14 12 7 

Ditto, 

Birjomohun Ghose, , .... 

10 7 4 

10 0 0 

1 Jan. im 

H urrochunder Bose, .... 

10 7 4 

10 0 0 

1 May, 1831. 

Bipprodoss Ghose, .... .... 

10 7 4 

10 0 0 

10 St'pt. 183,3. 

Juggutchunder Mookerjee, .... .... 

20 14 8 

20 0 0 

1 May, 1834. 

Bissonauth Chatterjee .... .... 

10 7 4 

10 0 0 

1 August, 1818. 

Bissonauth Dutt, .... 

10 7 4 

10 0 0 

1 May, 1833. 

Doyalchaund Banerjec, .... 

12 8 13 

12 0 0 

Ditto, 

Comolawchurn Mookerjee, .... .... 

12 8 13 

12 0 0 

l.'i Marcb, 182,'). 

Parbuttychum Bose, .... .... 

10 7 4 

10 0 0 

1 Dec. 1832. 

Ramnarain Sain, .... .... 

6 4 6 

6 0 0 

1 Dec. 1833. 

Esserchunder Rockit, . • • • .... 

6 4 6 

6 0 0 

1 August, 1810. 

Etbary, .... 

7 5 0 

7 0 0 

1 Feb. 1810. 

Choyton, ... .... 

4 2 I7k 

4 0 0 

1.5 March, 1813. 

Juggernauth. ... .... 

4 2 m 

4 0 0 

1 July, 1829. 

ConnoyLolI, .... .... 

4 2 17| 

4 0 0 

10 June, 1834. 

Bissonauth, .... . . . . 

4 2 17| 

4 0 0 

1 July, 1885. 

Bhuggobah, .... .... 

5 0 0 

4 11 0 

Office Rent, .... .... 

156 12 0 

150 0 0 



1,547 3 16 

1,478 9 2 
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E. 


Dr. 


General Cash Aecownt of House Assessment 


To Amounl Colleotcd by Sirkars from May, 1835, to 30th April, 18.30. . . 
To Amount Collected by Summons from May, 18.35, to 30th April, 1830. 

To Amount Credited by Transfer on Account of Honourable Company’s 
Houses, from Fc’oniary, 1835, to Januaiy, 1836 


203,007 3 5 
37,234 14 16, i 

2,40902 2 l.i 

17,8.35 11 4 


Sa. Rs. 


!2,58,757 13 5i 
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E. 


from May, 1835, to Aprils 1836. Cr. 


Cash Paid to Blr. J. Carr, Salary from March, 1835, to February, 1838, at 430 Rs, 

per Month, as per Audit^ Dill Co's. Rs. 4^, 5,180 0 0 

Cash Paid to Mr. R. Graham, Salary from March, 1835, to February, 1836, at 330 

Rs. per Month, as per Audit^ Bill, .... .... .... 3,0(i0 0 0 

Cash Paid to Mr. T. Thompson, Salary from March, 1835, to February, 1836, at 132 

Rs. per Month, as per Audited Bill, .... . . 1 ,584 0 0 

Cash Paid to Mr. R. Humphrey, Salary from March, 1835, to February, 1836, at 

100 Rs. per Month, as per Audited Bill, .... .... . . 1 ,200 0 0 

Cash Paid to Native Writers', Salary from March, 1835, to February, 1836, as per! 

Audited Bill, .... .... .... .... . . 3,425 14 15 

Cash Paid to 3 Writers and one Mohory, Salary from March, 1835, to February, 1836, 
as per Audited Bill, , . . . . .... • • • • • • 606 0 0 

Cash Paid Office rent, from March, J835, to February, 1836, at 150 Rs. per Month, 

as per Audited Bill, .... .... .... , .... .. 1,800 0 0 

17,825 14 15 

(^ash Paid to Collectors' Commission, from February, 1835, to January 1836, on 
Sa. Rs. 2,68,467 : 4 : 94 at 2^ per cent, as per Audited Bill, .... . . 6,71 1 1(> J 7 

Cash Paid to Collecting Sircars' Commission, from February, 1835, to January, 1836, 
oil Sa. Rs. 2,27,046 : 14 : 16 at 14 per cent, as per Audited Bill, 3,405 II 2 

10,117 5 19 

By Amount Transfer Account of Tax on Honourable Company's Houses, from Febru- 
ary. 1835, to January, 1830, .... .... .... .... .... 17,855 1 1 4 

Contingencies. 

By Cash Paid for Bengalee paper and Petty Office Charges, from March to Dea*robcr, 

*1835, as uer Audiu^ Bill, ....* .... .... .... .... 486 9 10 

General Treasnrg. 

Amount Paid in Cash into the General Treasury, .... .... .... .... 2,12,472 3 174 

' Sa.Rs. 2,68,757 13 Si 


ColMor of OJIac, 1 

lit May, 1838. f 


{Signed) F. W. BIRCH, CoOeetor. 
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/. 

(7(is/t Acvmnt of Hix Mnjestfs Justices of the Peace in the yissEssjUENT Department, 

for the Month of December, 1836 . 

Dr, 


NovcmbtT 30lh, By JJalaiico brought forward .. ... Co’s. Rupees > .. .. .. 

To General Treasury* 

December 12th; Received from General Treasury on account of Establishment Bills 

not exceeding .'S lUipecH, for Novembi'r, 1330 8,008 9 11 

DittO; 21st; Ditto ditto ditto, exceeding ii Rupees for November, 1830 .. 4,434 11 1 

Ditto ditto, by an order on the Sub-Treasurer, No. 20, dated 
' Ditto, 17 th, 13lh December, 1830. ... 12,108 0 9 

Profit and Loss. 

Ditto, 24th, Received from Sonatun Moochee on account of skinning Dead 
Carcases at Neemtollah Ghaut, from 5th 8 epteinl>cr to 4th 

Oc toiler, 1830. ... 

, Contingent for Septemher^ 1836. 

Ditto, 26th, Refunded on account of a Bill for advertising, erroneously 

charged in the account for Octolier last 

Co’s. Rupees, 


8,556 5 7 

20 ll 5 9 

48 0 0 

7 10 9 
33.222 0 I 


Cr. 


Eg Contingencies. 

December 31st, PaidamountofContingent charges for the month of November, 1836 

as per list accrompanying . . . . 

Eg Establishment. 

Paid the Salaries of Establisliiiient not exceeding 5 Rupees a month 

for November 1830 

Ditto ditto ditto, exceeding 5 Rs* for November, 1830 • . 

1 

Slst, By Balance, | 

Go’s. Rupm 


8,068 9 11 
4,4:14 11 1 


12,108 0 9 

12,.?03 5 0 
8,611 0 4 

33,222 6 I 


Calcutta Poltcb Ofpicb, 
January 20/A, 1837, 


{.Signed) 


1 ). M'FARLAN, 

CAif/ MagMrale. 
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J. 


Cash Account of His Majesty's Justices of the Peaw, J vdicial and Conservancy 
Departments, for the Mouth of December, 1833. 

Dr, 


1830 

November 30th, To Balance brought forward, .... .... Co’s. Rs. 

To General Treasury. 

December 2d, Received from the Treasury by an Order, No. 24, dated 22d No- 
vember, 18^30, • ••• .... .... 810 3 8 

Ditto, 17 th, Ditto, Ditto, No. 25, dated Ditto, .... .... 519 15 9 

„ Ditto, Ditto, No. 20, dated 13th December, 1830, 1,910 0 4 

Ditto, 14th, Ditto, on Account of Establisliintmt not exceeding 5 Rupees a 

Month, for November, 1830, .... .... .... I,8.'i7 7 

Ditto, 2l8t, Ditto, Ditto, exceeding 5 Rupees for Ditto, 5,929 11 9 

To Fees. 

Ditto^ 3l8t, Amount of Sundry Fees, colletrted from the several Divisions in 

this Month, 

To Fines. 

Amount of Sundry Fiiu^s, collected in the Judicial Department 

in this MoiUli, .... .... .... 340 0 0 

Ditto, Ditto, in the Conservancy, Ditto, Ditto, 370 8 0 

To Profit and f.oss. 

Ditto, 5th, I Receiv(‘d from Pe<‘ralliH‘, fee for making a Pu<’ka Grave for hi; 

wife in the Mahomedan Burying Ground, .... 

Co’s. Rs. 


42,174 8 0 


11,033 7 4 

704 0 0 

7I6 8 0 

5 0 0 
54,093 7 4 


Cr. 


cemher, 3l8t, 

By Contingenries. 

Paid Judicial and Conservancy Contingent Charges for the Month 
of November, 1830, as per List accompanying, .... .... 


7,404 14 10 

>9 

tf 

By Fstahlishment, 

Paid the Salaries of Establishment not exceeding 5 Rupees for 
Novcinher, 1830, .... .... .... 

Ditto, Ditto, exceeding 5 Rupees for Ditto, 

l,«,'V7 7 10 
11 0 

7,787 3 7 

Ditto, 8th, 

By Fees, 

Remitted to the General Treasury on Account of Fees, collected 
in the Month of October, 1830, .... • . • . 


1,005 0 0 


. By Fines, 

Remitted to the General Treasury on Account of Pines, collected 
in the Conservancy Department in the Month of Ocjtober, 1830. 
Ditto, to the Clerk of the Crown, on Account of Fines, in the Ju- 
dicial Department in Ditto, .... .... • • • • 

144 0 0 

6 O 7 8 0 

751 8 0 

>» 

By Balance, .... .... .... Co’s. Rs. 


17,008 10 5 
37,084 12 11 




54,603 7 4 


. Calcutta Police Office, 
January Wh, 1837 . 


(Signed) D. M'FARBAN, 

Chief Magistrate, 
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K. 

Rejtort on th.e Halance of Assessment Gash on the SOth April, 1831 , with a Statement 

in continuation to Sl«^ December, 183 G. 


Ist. From the earliest recorded accounts of the Assessment Department^ viz. September, I 7 O 0 . up to Rth October, 
]R0n, the charges for Establishment and Contingencies appear to have been defrayed out of the sums paid to the 
Magistrate by the Collector of House Tax. On the Rth of October, IROR, n balance of Rs. 2,500:0:3 is shewn in 
the accounts, being the surplus of Receipts bc^yond l^ayments for the j>oriod above stated. 

2nd. Subsequent to this, the IVIagistrates drew on the General Treasury for sums to meet the Establishment 
and Contingent charges. Sicx» Rupees 1,17,511 : 5 appear to have been received in that way on account of charges 
from August, IROR, to March, 1809, inclusive ; and Rs. 1,20,077 : 5 : 3 appear to have been paid on the same account 
for th«; same period — thus the balance of Rs. 2,5GG ; 0 : 3, shewn on the Rth October, 1003, was absorbed. 

3rd, From this period to February, 1320, no balance appears in the IVlagistrate's Accounts. On the 7th February, 
1320, an advance of Rs. 1,000 was recciv<‘d from the Treasury. 

4th. Between September, 1821, and May, 1822, Rs. 1,370:8:0 appear at credit, on account of Conservancy 
forfeitures ; and Rs. G45, being the aggregaU^ of a deposit of 15 Rs. a month on airount of the Boat Establishment 
for 3 years and 0 months — are at credit funder the directions Contained in the 122nd paragraph of the Red^utions of 
Governrae|t, under date 1 7th Noveniln'r, 1821. ^ 

5th. The Surplus funds arising from the unexpended portions of the sums received on account of different, Publick 
works amount to Rs. 501 : 15 : 2, as detailed in the annexed statement. 

Gth. On the 5th July, 1827, 3,000 were received as an advance, to be applied in the manner described 

in paragraph 8 of the Report on the Balance of the Town Duty Funds. 

7th. Rs. GG7 : 8 : 5 appear to have been brought to credit at different piTiods on account of the proceeds of the sale 
of old materials, unserviceable bullocks, &c. 

8th. The disbursements on account of Establishment and Contingent Charges from SepUimber, 1821, to April, 
1831, c‘xcc!cd the amount drawn from the General Treasury on that account for the same period by Rs. 1,218: 12: 

Calcutta Police Oepick, H* C. WATTS, 

3 1 St October, 1832. Head Accountant. 


STATEMENT. 


Feb. 7, 1820, 


]\Tar. 13, 1822; 
June, 1822, 


Jime, 1825, 
March, 1826, 


August, 1826, 
Feb. 1828, 


Balance on the 8th October, 1808, 
Received from th<* General Treasury, on 
account of Establishment and (contin- 
gent charges from August, I80ih to 

Marcfi, 1809 

Paid on account ditto. 

Received an advance. 

Conservancy Forfeitures received lx*tweeii! 

September, 1821, and May, 1822, . . 

Deposit on account of Boat Establi.shment 
Received and Paid on account of the\ 
undermentioned Publick Works, 
Constructing the Northern Gowkhona. 
Paid on account of ditto. 


For certain alterations to the Overseer’i 
House at tlie Southern Gowkhana. • 
Paid on account of ditto. 


1,17,511 5 
1 , 20.077 5 


For constructing a Postah Wall in Boita-| 

khanna 

Paid on account of ditto. 

Carried over 



Surplus. 

2,5(;G 0 3 


2,S66 0 3 


l,UUO 0 0 

1,000 0 0 

1,370 8 0 

1,370 8 0 

645 0 0 

645 0 0 

4,900 0 0 


4,893 8 0 

6 8 0 

1,201 7 7 


1,178 14 .I 

22 0 2 

1,298 10 1 


OSS U 4 

3C3 9 


Dericieiiey. 


3,108 2 11 



( 3 .^ ) 


Report on the Rahince of Asuessment Cnxh on the 30 fh Aprils 1831, toith a Statement 
in eontmmtion to 31s# December^ 1836. — {Continued.) 


Jan. IB-27, 
Jan. 182«, 


Ikoiight over 

For const rut ting a Police Thannali at Nocnitollah. 
Paid on account ditto 


Rocoivod on account of constructing the Southern 
Gowkhanna. . . - • I 

Paid on account of tlitto 


Received on account of constructing the Overseer’s IIouse| 
at the Southern (jowkhaiiiia. 

Paid tin account of ditto, . . 


July 7, m 


Received an advance. 


/ 


Received on account of salt' of old materials, unstTviceablej 
Rul locks, &c 


Received on account of Establishment and Conting(mt| 
charges, from September, 1821 to Apill, IRlU. . . . 
Paid on account of ditto. 


Deduct amount of Deficienev. 


Balance of account on 1st ^lay. Sicca Rujws. 
R<H*eived on account tif Establishment from 1st May, 
1881, to 31 St DecemlKT, 183(1, Co’s. Rs. 

I’aid on account of ditto, Co’s. Rs. 


Rireived on account of ('oiitingenl charges from 1st IMay, 
to 31st December, 183(5. ... .... 

Paid on account of ditto, ditto, 


1,872 11 8 


1,888 


0 


13,061 10 0| 
14,622 11 11 


2.4.'i0 13 
2.3 ir» 1.5 


3,000 0 0 


()(>7 8 rt 


27.37i42 r> f 
27.38 J16 1 2 2 


Sa. Rs. 
or Co’s. Rs. 

8,/>7,78ri 6 4 
8,r>7,78.'> 8 4 


8 , 17,180 1 

8,16,565 13 Ol 


Surplus. 
3,108 2 11 

4 6 9 


101 13 6 


3,000 0 0 


667 8 5 


7,184 ir> 7 
1,779 14 C 


5,105 

5,765 


623 3 7 


Deficiency. 


661 I 11 


l|lB 12 7 


l,|7l) 14 (i 


Received on account of Fees for House Tax Summonses 


from Ist May, to 3lst Doeember, 1836, 

5,359 10 8 

Remitted to the General Treasury on account of ditto,. . 

5,359 10 8 

Rereivi*d on account of sundry unserviceable bullocks 


and carts sold at Auction, and for the skinning of 


canvases at Neemtollah Ghaut . . . . 


Received on aiTOunt of repairs to the Southern Gow. 


khanna 

1,119 3 5 

Paid on account of ditto, 

1,005 7 7 

Received from the Collector of Mymensing 

192 0 0 

Paid for 2 Carts sent to ditto, 

192 0 0 

Co’s. Ha. 

.• 


2,1(18 11 0 

».1 II lO 


»,6n 0 4 


Calcutta Policb Office, 
3I,?/ December, I836. 


H. C. WATTS. 

Head Accountants 
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j't S.tatvmeut of Total Yearly Charges tf the Police 1834-35, 1835-3G. 


1834.35. 


Kstablisliiiu'i 


t ’ontin^'jU, 


Chargeable to Asaeaumcnt Fund. 

f Watering, . 1,13,712 0 0 

\ Cleaii.sing, Repairing, . . . . . . . . . . 31,;>30 0 0 


1335.36. 


J, 12,085 2 I 
31,530 0 0 


J Wjit(‘riiig, 

\ Cleansing, Repairing, &e. 


Paid by Oorernineut. 


agisl rales’ Salaries, 


4,17^1 3 10 6.282 14 0 

1,30,483 4 2 1,33,684 4 3 


(not paid from tin; Poliee,) 


KstalilislniK'i 


Contingent, 


SJiulieial, 

} C’onservaney, 

f Judicial, 

• J Conservancy, 

( Ksplaiiadi' Roads 


71.810 6 10 

13,011 14 6 

28,110 11 3 j 
*21,008 4 4 
6,760 8 2 I 


62,707 9 7 
12,560 0 3 

22,009 15 7 
*10,093 13 0 
5,024 6 5 


Km'Iiisivo ol “ W'atiM III;?,” but inchuliug exjioiiscs of tbo Steaai E’lsriiu*. 


II. C. WATTS. 


. / ndicial Department, 


To ll. M ' FARLAN, KSQ. 

Chhf May inf rate of Cakafia. 


I am directed by bis Excellency the Right Honourable the Governour General of India in Council, to 
acknowlodgi? the receipt of your Lelter dated the 11th instant, submitting, under the orders of Government of the 
10th ultimo, a statement of the total Yearly Expenditure of the Police of Calcutta during the last three years, 
compared with that of the tliree years prtM-cdiiig, and exhibiting a net stated decrease of Rupees 63,147: 14; 10 per 
annum. 

2. In reply, I am desired by his Lordship in Council to observe, that the <-hjef saving apparent from the 
statement seems to ho in the contingencies of the Conservancy Department, but that it is within the knowledge of 
Government that complaints are prevalent regarding the state of Drains in Calcutta and Chowringhee. It is to be 
hoptnl, therefore, that the saving has not bei*n effected by the discontinuance of any of the measures heretofore had 
recourse to for keeping the Drains in an efficient slate, upon which the lufallh and comfort of the inhabitants so 
materially depend. 


Council Cuasibeh, 
'19//< December, 1834. 


Your obedient humble Servant, 

{Siyneil) W. H. MACNAGHTEN, ^ 

Secretary to the Government of India, 
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To \V. ir. MACNAOIITEX, ESQ. 

Smrtan/ h the Goreniment of Ikngah 


Sir, 


[ liavo tlu* Ijoiiour to acknowledge llie receipt of your Letter of the l‘)ih ultimo, coiimiiinicatin^j remarks 
l>y the (loverimient of India on a Stateinont of Poliet* Expenditure submitted by mt‘- 

2iid. With every desire not to lake to myself blame wliicli the Supreme (fovernment may not h:i\e been desirous 
of iinputin", I feel it impossible to put u|)on your I^etter any other construction tha?i this — that the Govenimt'nt 
surmise that I liave <*arried my nnsisures of economy to the extcMit of neijlectin!; tlie Cleansing; of the Town, and 
endangering the Jiealth and comibrt of the inhabitants. 


3rd. 1 feel that I have no right to be disappointed at not receiving the approbation of (iovcrn nnou for the .saving 
effected. It was my duty, lunb^r my understanding of the views and wishes of Government, to endeavour to effect 
the saving, and for that <luty 1 am paid ; but tvlieu there is an implication of blann*, I tniKst I shall be pardoned 
in entering ujKm an explanation of the ( jitises of the stated decrease. 


4th. W’hat IS styled in your Letter the Contingencies of the ('onscTVaiiey Department,” embraces a great many 

Hcjummy of hmls ; but only two of them are connected with the stale 

12 of the Drains, viz. “ Repairs of Drains,” ‘^aud Cleansing 

the Town"— in the* margin is tin* saving on these two 


CU-nmintf the Tvu n. 
lSJ8.'>f»i • 

to V 2 ,.>Us8 12 :j 


lO > 

I8;n.a2^ 


i«:n-s2> 

to I 

J8;aaiS 


2,:jj,Gr)8 


28/jrA'» 12 n 


heads. 


r>th. The small differeiiec in the Repair Bills, amounting to 5,000 Rs. per annum, is owing partly to a retluction in 
the rate of building, and partly, 1 trust, to a more seareliing inquiry into the reality of repairs billed for, and the 
necessity of works proposed. I would not be understood to praise myself at the expense of ray predetx^ssors, but it was 
contemplated as a part of the new system that the daily attendance of the Chief Magistrate at the Office and in the 
Town, would enable him to do more in this way than heretofore. 

i)th. In regard to tlu* Cleansing Contingencies 1 nmiark, that tlie 8tn*ngth of labourers and bullocks, &e. kept 
up in the last ihrec years has actually been increased compared with the three preceding. Annexed is a Return on 
that head. 


7th. The reduction in «*\peiise is effected by a reduction in tlie Contractors' rates of supplying coolies and 

cattle as pt*r margin, and also by the gradual discontinu- 
ance of Company's bullo(‘ks, (that are bought and fed 
by the Police,) and the employment of contract ones at 
a cheaper rate. 


formtir rntv. 

Coolies 'M2 per mmitli, 

Harkorios 10 

BulUu'kH !.'> 


Prvs'rnt ratf. 

%\ 

11-8 


A Saving of about Rh. 2,kX)|)pr annum on the Ranio strpnvth of KRtn- 
blishment, Ir elTpi loil by the mhirtiou of thp rates. 


8th. The Kstabiishment maintained for. this purpose is nearly the same as it used to be, and I greatly mistake 
if there is any falling off in the activity of those establishments. , 

9th. The ground upon wliich the Government felt it necessary to express the liope, above referred to is, that 
complaints are made of the state of the Drains. 1 am sure I never knew the time in which such complaints were 
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not iiiiidis varied, of cjiursi*, in intensity, by eireumstanees, sudi as the state of the weather^ llie peculiar qualifications 
nf the Overseer for the time being in any given quarter^ and tlie rank and disposition of complainants who 
liappenod at any given time to be annoyed by them ; perhaps 1 may add, the absence of any other more serious 
cause of complaints at the time. Of this I am quite sure, that so long as the eook.room- washings of every man, 
high and low, are thrown out before his door into an open Drain, there to evaporate, or l)e slowly washed from door to 
door by some Bhiste(‘ with his watiT-bag. the sense of smell wdll continue to be as grievously offended as it is 
now. 

lOtli. I am very far from saying that nothing can be done for the Drains, and should hail with the liveliest 
satisfaction an intimation that funds were forth-coming from any quarter to effect the improvements I desire; but 
to enter ui)on this matter here would be foreign to what is intended as a mere letter of explanation. I trust I may 
be allowed to assure the Government that my desire to meet their declared wishes, on the head of economy, will not induce 
me to cripple the (*flieiency of any Department without at least giving them the most ample warning. 

1 have the honour to l>e, 

Sir, 

CAi.f'iTT'j'A Poi.icK OPFicK, Youf most obediciU Servant, 

./</// /we//, 1835. (Signed) D. M‘KAKLAN, 

i'hief Magistrate. 


1828- 29 

1829- 39 
1830.31 


1831- 32 

1832- 33 

1833- 34 


Hackeries and Coolies employed andcr the Scavengers. 

89,159 12 I 

97,608 8 6 
72,899 1 1 9 


Rs. . . 2,06,995 0 4 


. . 74,781 5 9 Rates reduced at the latter end of 1831-32 

73,915 10 0 

.. 96,748 12 1 1 At the old rates the expense for the same Es- 

. tablishmcnt would have been about 99,000. 

Rs. 2,15,145 12 8 


True Copies, 

(Signed) D. M'FARLAN, 

Chief Magistrate. 
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A Statement of tlu> JFatemig Fund from 1831-32 to 1835 - 33 . 


Total amount of savings of the Watering Fund from U13I-32 to 18.35-3(1, iiichisivt* 

Co*s. lls. . . 


Appropriated as follom. 


125,81)7 10 1) 


Additional Rcaorvoir at Cliandpaul Ohaut, 

Ditto, at the Nortli East CoriUT of Durumtollali Road, 

2 Strrew Valves for the New Reservoir at Chandpaiil Ghaut, . . 

Connecting Ri|M‘ from the Old to the New Reservoir, 

0 Small semi-eireular Reservoirs on the side of the Aqueduct, Chowringhee Road. 
A set of 4 horse-power Forcing Pumps and fitting ditto to the Steam Kjigiru*, 
Estimated (’ost of the Aqueduct in Park Street, 

Ditto, of the Aqueduct in Bow Bazar, 

Ditto Ditto, in Chitjwe Road, 


Surplus, (,Vs. Rs. 


I,f)21) 8 1) 
rm 3 11 
4t;.3 fi 0 
745 8 7 
231 13 2 
8,451 3 2 
2,098 1 4 
0,849 7 
4,803 11 0 


23,850 2 7 

2,011 8 2 


The Aqueducts have Iwcn completed hut the Bills have not yet bi'on made out. The 
eost I understand, is likely to fall short of the Estimates. 


Chitpore Road Watering Subscription. 

Paid to the Government Agent by the Lottery Committee, 
Interest thereon, 

Premium on Sale of Company’s Paper, 

Interest on Ditto, 

Amount of Company’s Paper sold. 


Disbursed. 


Sa. Rs. 


Sa. Rs. 


.31,850 0 0 
(),007 8 0 
481 0 0 
72 5 9 
12,400 0 0 


50,870 13 9 


Oovernimmt PaptT purchased, 

Interest paid thereon, 

Premium Ditto, 

Government Agent’s Commission, 

Ditto Brokerage, 

I)eiK)sit Fees, 

Reiu'wing Company's Paper, 

To D. IVr Farlan, Esq., on account of a Tank in Biirtotlah, 
Ditto on accxmiit of expenses Watering Chitpore Road, 


32,700 0 0 
189 2 8 
1,287 0 0 
127 2 11 
17 0 0 
17 0 0 
7 0 0 
11,850 0 0 
4,911 4 0 


8a. Rs. 


51,105 0 7 


Cash BalatUM' against the Fund, 
Memorandum. 

Amount Government Paper purchased,. .. . 
Ditto Ditto sold, 


234 11 1C 


... 8a. Rs. 


32,700 0 0 
12,400 0 0 


Balance with Government Agent, 


20,300 0 0 I at 5 per een 


H. C. WATTS. 
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Q. 

A detailed Statement of the Origin and Progress of the Ahknree Tax. 

To S. PALMER. ESQ.. 

Acting Secretary, Board of Customs, Salt, and Opium. 

Sin, 

I have the honour to aeknowled^^e the receipt of your Letter of the 1th July, 1835, fo^wa^din^( a Letter dated the 
18th June, 1835, to the address of ]VIr. D. AP Farlan, Chief IMagistrate, accompanied by a letter from ]Mr. Secretary 
Bnshby, and Mr. M * Farlan’s answer, desiring me to consider the above as addressed to myself, and furnish tlie 
information called for w'ith resfiect to the Abkaree ]\rehal of the Town of Calcutta, and bejj leave to submit the following 
detail of its Ri^e and Progress, for the information of the Board of Customs, Salt, and Opium. 

1st. Tlie Abkanjt* IMcIuil appears to have beem first placed under a .S 3 \stem of License in the Town of Calcutta, in the 
year 178L by Sir John Richardson and other Justices of the Peace, in conformity with Sec. 151), Chap. .52, of an Act 
passed in the midyear of the reign of George the Third, and tliQ sanetion of Government, conveyed in their Letter dated 
the 27th January, 1781, nominating Sir John Richardson and others Justices of the Peace for the Town of Calcutta, of 
wliich Ai’t and Letter the following are extracts. 

Extract from the 33d of Geo”. Ill, Chap. 52, CLIX. And he it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any 
person or persons to sell any Arrack or other spirituous Liciuor.s within the Towns or Factories of Calcutta, ^ladras, or 
Bombay n‘Speelively, without a License for that purpose, under the hands and seals of two or more of the Justices of 
‘Mhe Peace having jurisdiction ; and that the powers and authorities vested hy any Laws or Statutes now in force in 
‘‘ that part of Groat Britain ealli'd England, in any Justices of tlie Peace for restraining the inordinate sale of K]>irituous 
Li(iuors, shall extend to, and be put in force, against all unlicensed traders in Spirits or spirituous Liquors, within the 
‘"said Towns and Factories respectively, by the Justices having jurisdiction therein.’* 


Extract from a Letter of Government directed to Sir John Richardson, Baronet, and others, nominating them Justices 
of the Peace for the Town of Calcutta, dated the 27th January, 1784. 

""From the confidence we repose on your skill and abilities, we have thought proper to appoint you Justices of 
*" the Peace for the Town of Calcutta, agreeably to the authority vested in us for this purpose, by the 151st clause of the 
Act passed in the 33d year of the present reign. Chap, 52.” 

"" By the prescriptions in the Act, it will not he lawful for any person or persons to sell Arrack or other spirituous 
"" Liquors, within the limits of the Town of Calcutta, without a License under the hands and R^als of two or more of 
the Justices of the Peace having jurisdiction. The unrestrained sale of spirituous Liquors is justly deeimnl a 
"" nui.saiice of the greatest magnitude in thi.s ^letropolis, and productive of numerous evils ; and we cannot but express our 
“ sincere satisfaction that the Legislature has authorized the means of correcting the above. To prevent it I'lilirely may 
he impracticable, but it may be greatly checked by limiting tlie number of the venders of Arrack and spirituous 
"" Liquors, and by requiring such as may he licensed to pay for their licenses, which we are of opinion should not be grant- 
ed for more than twelve months. The amount so received for Licenses should be paid weekly or monthly into the 
"" Company’s Treasury.” 


It next appears, that in or about tin* month of July. 1784, the said Justices of the Peace fraraeif Regulations for the 
retail vend of country-made spirits, called Doasta, or BengabArrack, declaring that quarterly Li<*(mse3 sliould be granted 
to the venders thereof, and that the fee upon eaidi License grantiHl should be at the nite of one Rupee Eight Annas Sicca 
per diem, or 13C : 1 4, per quarter ; and that one4hird of the quarterly rates, or Sicca Rupees 45; 10, should lie paid monthly 
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in advance, which rale so fixed, it appears continued in force as long us the above Commission of the Peace remained 
extant, that is until the year when in the montli of April of the said year, a new Commission of the Peace was 
issued, nominating Mr. Charles Fuller Martyn, one of the former Justices, Mr. IMacklew, ]Mr. Thoroton, and myself, to be 
Justices of the Peace, and the charge of the Abkart*e Mchal (or what was then called the License Department) devolved 
upon us in succession to the former Justices, and coiiforinahly with the Act before mentioned. 

On taking charge of the Department in April, IflOO, we found the retailers of native spirits and Punch House, 
keepers paying a daily retail duty of 1-8, as fixed by our predecessors, and that the produce of their last year, that is 
1799 and 1800, amounted to 52,312 : 0. 

In the month of June, 1800, we raised the License fci» to Rs. 2-3 per diiun, and restrained the quantity for daily con- 
sumption by each retailer to 12 gallons. 

On the 1st of January, 1801, we raised the daily rate to 5 Rupees iwr diem ; the result of which was a produce of 
Sa. Rs. 07,577 in 1800-1, and in the year 1801-2, Sa. Rs. 99,108 : 10. 

In SeptemlxT, 1808, the duly was raised to C Rupees per diem, being 8 annas per gallon under the above nUMitioned 
restriction, at which rate it has continued to be levied to the present time. 

In September, 1802, a duty of 3 annas per gallon was fixed upon the vend of Brandy, Cin, and' other Kuropeari 
spirits, the levy of which in the warehouses of IMcrchants being attended with diflinilty and vexation, was by their 
desire transferred to the Wharf, and this duty has been since levied there, on the importation of tin* spirit, leaving the 
Merchants subject to only a quarterly fet' of 4 Rupees, for a License to dispose of the same by wholesale. 

In the year 1802-3, the Native shopkeepers in the Radha Bazar, about twelve in number, dealing in Bengal Rum, 
were required to take out Licenses for vtiiding the same, paying five Rupees per diem for the privilege of so doing ; wliicli 
shops were allowed to deal also in Brandy, Tiin, and European Spirits, which came taxed to their shops, having paid 3 annas 
per gallon on the Wharf at the time of importation, as before stated. 

In August, 1803, the vend of Taury and Gunja was brought under the License system, and a License duty of one 
Rupee per diem fixed on tlie vend of Taury, and a duty of 2 Rupees per diem on the vend of the intoxicating drug called 
Gunja. 

In November, 1808, on the abolition of the office of Superintendent-General of Police, and noniinatiori of 
Mr. Guthrie to the offices of Superintendent of Police, Magistrate of the 24 Pergiinnahs, and Justice of the Peace for the 
Town of Calcutta, Government were pleased to place the Ahkarec Department (the details of which hiul l>een pn'vious 
thereto principally under my guidance) under my exclusive coiitroul ; and signified to the Calcutta Magistrates, in aL(‘tter 
dated the 4th November, 1808, that the commission of 10 fKtr cent, then receivtd by them on the prodiure of the duties 
levied on Spirits, Drugs, and Taury, should be discontinued, and the ordinary details of that duty be vestinl in one of the 
Magistrates, and that he should rc^coive as a compensation for his trouble a commission at the rate of 2.^ per cent, and 
that as a compensation for the loss sufTered by the Magistrates, Government had been pleased to fix their salaries at 1,400 
each, in lieu of the former salary of 800 Rupees per montli, and that the Governour General in Council desired that the 
collection of the duties on Spirits, &e. might be entrusted to Mr. Blactuiere on the footing above stated ; since which time 
1 have held the sole charge of the Abkaree Mehal, in all its branches. 

Having concluded the detail of the Rise and Progress of the Abkaree Mehal in the Town of Calcutta, I Ixig leave to 
submit the following answers to the queries contained in your Letter. 

1st. The total amount of Revenue from the Abkaree Mehal of the City of Calcutta, for the past five years, that is 
from the Ist May, 1830, to the 30th April, 1835, amounted to Sicca Ru|)ce8 8,50,158 : 9. 

2d. The said Revenue is classed under the three following heads : — 

Sa. Rb. As. 

Fees on Spirituous Liquors, .... 7/fii5^7 9 

Fees on Taury, .... .... 07,225 0 

Fees on Gunja, «••• .... 31,420 0 


Sa. Rupees 8,50,158 9 
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8(1. TIh! mcKle adopted with the proprietors of Native shops, is to grant them Licenses for the term of three 
inoiitlis wheiieV(T appliinl for. 

4th. The same mode is adopted with resiHJct to keepers of Punch Houses (Tavern keepers are not required to 
take out Licenses.) 

fith. The illicit manufacture of the native spirit in use, which is called Doasta, or Bengal Arrack, is prevented by 
the Establishment of a spaiMous Distillery at Soora, in the suburbs of the Town, where all the native spirit consumed 
in the Town is manufactured (under the (;ontroul and supervision of Native officers on my part) at Btills appiirtaining to 
the licensed retailers. The illicit introduction of native spirits into the Town, is prevented, by none being allowed to 
quit the above Distillery in the first instance, without a Pass k^aring my signature; and secondly, by none being allowed 
to enter the limits of the Town without the production of the said Pass. The illicit vend of native spirits is prevented, 
by the .sah^ being confined to licensed shops, and a general system of surveillance on my part, and vigilance on the part of 
the officers of the Abkaree Department, aid<^ by those of the Police in preventing the same, and the infliction of fine or 
imprisonment on conviction thereof. 

fith. I am not of opinion, that it would be practicable to farm the Abkartn^ Mchal in the several quarters of the 
Town with benefit to the llevenue thereof, or the good order aild peace of the Town ; on the contrary, I am of opinion it 
would tend greatly to the detriment and injury of both. The amount realized during the last five years was Sa. Ks. 
8,50,1.58 : 9, and the monthly charge incurred by so doing Sa. Hs. 531, making Sa. Rs. 6,372 pc^r annum, and for the said 
five years Sa. Rs. 31,850, being a charge of about Sa. Rs. 3; 12:3 per cent, making, with my commission of 2^ percent, 
fi: 4 : 3 per cent, about one half of the charge attendant upon the mlization of the Assessment of the Town of Calcutta. 

7th. The licensed Dealers in native spirits, are supplied with spirits distilled at their respective Stills at the Soora 
Distillery before mentioned, under the controul of officers stationed thereon my part. 

fith. A tax of 2 Rupees per diem is levied on the sale of Gunja, but on no other intoxicating Drugs in the Town of 
Calcutta. 

fith. A tux of 1 Rupee per diem is levied on the sale of Taury in the Town of Calcutta, but not upon Pulchwaye 
which is not sold in the Towiv 

10 th. Licensed venders of native spirits pay at the rate of six Rupees per diem, or 8 annas per gallon, for the 
(irivilege of retailing daily twelve* gallons of native spirits, manufactured at the Soora Distillery, ill their respective shops 
in the Town of (>alcutta. 

1 Ith. The check upon the introduction of spirits manufactured, according to the European process, at the Distil* 
leries under iiiy controul at Fort (iloucester and Sookchur, called Bengal Rum, is maintained by an observance of the 
«aiue system of surveillance as is observed at the Soora native Distillery, and not allowing any spirits to k removed from 
those Distilleries, or introduced into the Town, without a Pass under my signature. Spirits manufactured at the Dhobah 
and other Distilleries beyond the limits of my controul, are passed into the Town under certificates of the payment of the 
Still-head Duty from the Collectors of the respective Zillahsin which it is raanufectured. 

12th The unlicensed retail vend of Bengal Rum is clicked by king confined to licensed shops situated in the 
Radha Bazar, paying 5 Rupees per diem, and the general system of surviellance and vigilance observed in the prevention 
of the illicit retail vend of native or othei spirits in the Town, and the infliction of fine or imprisonment on conviction 
thereof. 

13th. The following Establishment 19 kept in the Abkaree Department, and the duties of each officer are specified 
opposite their respective names. 


Mr. David Andrew, 


Coinnuila Caunth Gangolly, 
Bissonaut Daas, 

Ranijoy Mookhurjee. 

Nilniony jMookhurjee, 
Mcrlonjoy Boinicrjo(‘, 


• ••• Ili^ad Clerk. — The duty of the Head Clerk is toki^epthe Ac- 
counts of the Abkaree Department, and a vigilant eye over the 
realization of the Revenue in all its branches. 

. Writer.— To assist Mr. Andrew in the perfonnance of his duty. 

. • • • W'riter. — The same. 

.... Cash-keeper.— To take charge of the Cash as paid in, and transmit 
the same to the General Treasury. 

.... Bengal Mohurer, to assist the Cash-keeiicr. 

■ • • a Ditto, ditto. ^ 
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ICamrutton Ghose, .... .... Sir<*ar stationed on Wliarf, to record all Spirits imported. 

Gobiiid Chunder Ghosc, . , .... Bengal Writer. — To write out Bengalee Passes for Spirits, Taury, 

&c. * 

Nobiii Chuckerbutty, • . . . . .... Bengal Writer.— The same and otJier mis(*ellaneou 8 duty. 

Eight Sircars^ .. .. .... Six stationed at different parts of the Boundary of the Town, 

to guard against the illicit introduction of Spirits into the Town. 
— One is stationed at tho Soora native Distillery to supervise 
the distillation and transmission of spirits from the Distillery 
to the Town— one is eniploytid at the Office in writing out Eng- 
lish Passes, and other iiiis(‘ellaneous duties. 

1 Jemadar, . . . . . . Stationed at the Soora Distillery. 

4 Peons, . . Two stationed at the Soora Distillery. — Two in the Town to 

w'ateh over the conduct of the Native* re tailers, and report all 
irregularities. 

P2 Pcenis, . . . . Four are stationed in the Hadha Bazar te) wate*h en'e*r the conduct 

of the Badha Bazar licenst‘d venders, kc. Twe) are stationed on 
the Wharf, with Bamrutlon Sire'ar, btdbre mentioned. The 
remaining six attend daily at the; Offiev, and are enifdoyi d, 
as occasion reM]uires, in the* cxe*e*iilion of tlie orde rs e>f the ire‘iiil 
Clerk, in furtherance of the ge*neral objects of the Department. 

I Jemadar, . .. ... To controul the above Peems. 

1 Poddar, . . , . , .To examine the mone'y as paid in. 

1 Duftory, . . . . . . ... The usual dutie^s of a Dul'tory at the* Onico. 

Tho salaries of tho above Kstabllshinont amount to Sa. Bs. 531 per mensem. 

14th. There are* no licensenl vemders of Opium in the Town of Calcutta, nor is there* any rule* e)r remilalion 
in force against the sale thereof without lie'onse. 

ISiih, The licenced dealers in Spirits, whether Native or European, pay thejir Licemse* fce\s in advance nu>nllily^ 
and enter into recognizances, with two sureties, at tlic time of receiving their Ii(*ensos, that they will do se), and maintain 
peace and good order in tln*ir respective sh(»ps, &c. 

KUh. Balances seldom occur, as the duty is payable in advance, but where through indulg* nee tho said rulo has not 
been rigidly enforced, and any vender allowed to liill into arrear, it is reeoverod by tlic adoj tion of lenient incusuri's. 

17 th. Security is not taken from European wholesale venders, as they are not subject to tho payment of license 
duties, but only 10 a quarterly fee of 4 Bupees for their License, which is always paid with regularity. There are no 
European retail venders except Punch-House keepers, who enter into the usual recognizance with sureties. Tavern 
keepers pay no License, the Magistrates differing in opinion as to the extent of their liability to do so. 

18th. The sale of Wines is m»t subject to any rwtrietion by law in the Town of Calcutta. All wholesale dealers 
iff spirits are required to takeout Licenses, for w'hich they pay 4 Bupees per quarter, by which they are restricled not to 
Si'll any quantity under tw'o gallons, which is so seldom atterapled by wholesale venders, as not to require the adoption 
of any measures beyond the general system of vigilance to check the same. ^ 

19th. The licensed retail vender of the Nativi* spirit called Doasta, was originally restricted to the sale of that 
article alone, but since the duty was raised to the high rate of six Bupees per day, or B annas per gallon, in September 
IBOB, he has been allowed to sell Bengal Burn, European Spirits (Wines and Beer) without any furtlier charge for the 
same ; but the quantity is very small, and too trifling to be an object worthy of notice, the generality of Natives prefer- 
ing tho Native spirit called Doasta, to Bengal Hum, or the European Spirit. The Native Dealers who retail Bum 
in shops in the Badha Bazar, paying a duty of 5 Rup<!CS per day as before stated, are allowed to deal also in Gin, Brandy, 
and other European Spirits without further taxation, the same having paid an Import Duty of 10 per cent on English, and 
20 per cent on Foreign, Bottoms to the Custom House, and 3 annas per gallon to the Abkareo Department, amounting 
together to more than 0 annas per gallon, the rate of Still-hcad Duty levied on Bengal Bum. 

20th. The venders not being restricted to the vend of particular liqu(»rs, for the reasons before stated, in answer to 
the last Query, it is not necessary to entertain Inspectors to ascertain the different descriptions of liquors sold. 

21st. The certificate of a Mofii.ssil Collector, stating that tlie Still-head has Ikcii paid upon the s}>irit which 
accompanies it, is not considered suffieient to entitle the holder to sell such spirits by wliolcsalc and retail in Calcutta 
without a License to that effect. 
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22d. The Abkaree Boundaries of the City are confined to the limits of the Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. 

23rd. European venders, sucli os Tulloh and Co., and Mackintosh and Co. sell spirits under wholesale Licenses, 
Gunter and Hooper, and other Tavern keepers have not been required to take out Licenses for the reasons before stated 
in answer to the 17th Query, and 1 have already stated that the law gives no coutroul over the sale of Wines. 

24th. The number of Licensed Venders now paying the Abkaree Revenue is as follows ; 

Keepers of Taverns, .... .... . None Licensed. 

Keepers of Punch Houses, .... .... 5 

Venders of European Spirits not Tavern keepers, .... . 89 

Native Venders of Native and European Spirits, .... .... None Licensed. 

Native Venders of Native Spirits only, R. Aliotved to sell European Spirits in smalt qimntitivs.'^ 

Native Venders of Bengal Rum and Europ(‘an Spirits, .... .... ... 8 

Native Venders of th<* intoxicating Drug called Gunja, the only intoxicating drug sold under License, 8 

Native Venders of Opium, .... ... ... ... Unknown. 

Native V<‘n(h‘rs of Taury, .... .... ... ... 43 

2r)th. The proceeds of the Calcutta Abkaree IBeliaJ are paid into tiio General Treasury, inonllily. Tlie Revenue 
A(.*eountant lia.s never exercised any coiitroul over the Magistrates or Magistrate in charge of the Licen.se Department, 
Government having hitherto relied on them, and him, for the aeeimn*y of the Returns made, and HC4'(mnts rendered. 

20'Ui, Sidllemerit.s are not. concluded annually, or at any fixed periods witli the licensed Dealers. &c. under the 
present st’steni. 

27t]i. Stills are strictly prohibited within the limits of *he Town, and it is considered the duty of every officer of 
the Police, as well as those of the Abkaree Department, to report their existence, if such ever occurred ; but no officer 
would be empowered to enter and search houses of illicit Stills on his own authority, without a warrant from a Magistrate. 

28th. In the event of any illicit manufacturer or vender of spirits (say European) being detected, and the fine not 
iH'ing paid, he would be subject to the penalties laid down for such olTences by the Law of England, which declares 
that persons retailing without License shall forfeit 10 pounds, and on non-payment thereof, be committed to tlie House 
of Correction to be kept at hard labour for two months, or till paid. 

29th. 'Phe Law would be the same with respect to a Native. 

Before concluding, I k'g leave to crave the attention of the Board to the following statements. 

First statement, shewing the amount of Receipts in the License Department, from the time at which dutit?8 on spi- 
rits were first levied under the Act of Parliament passed in the year 1793, during the six years' administration of Sir 
John Richardson and other Justices of tlie Peace, 

Viz. 

From Ist July, 1794 to 30th April, 179.'> •••• •••• 41,300 10 0 

From 1st May, 1795 to 30th April, 1796 .... 49,844 2 0 

From Ist May, 1796 toSOtli April, 1797 ••• •••• 50,008 4 0 

From 1st May, 1797 to 30th April, 1798 .... 47,531 8 0 

From Ist May, 1798 to 30th April, 1799 ... .... 60,144 2 0 

From 1st May, 1799 to 30th April, 1800 .... .... .... 52,312 6 0 


Sa. n.s. 2,91.201 0 0 
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Socoud stateniftnt, showing the amount of duty on spirits realized by W. C. Blaquiori* and other Justi<‘c*s of th(‘ Peace 
during the first six years of their being in i*harge of the Lieeiisi* Department. 

On Spirits. 


From Ist May, 1800 to 30th April, 1801 
From 1st May, 1801 ln301li April, 1802 
From 1st May, 1802 to3()tli April, 1803 

From 1st May, 1803 to 30th April, 1804 

From 1st May, 1804 to 30th April, 1805 

Pi’om 1st May, 1805 to 3()th April, 1800 


Sa. Rs. r>7,577 0 0 

00,108 10 0 

1,13,534 2 3 

1,10,302 7 0 

.... 1,22,011 4 3 

1,00,275 12 0 


Excess 


Sn. 3,01,208 4 0 


Sa. 0,82.400 1 0 


To which is to lw» added the duly levied on Taury and (lunja during latter three y<‘ars, viz. 


Taurp, 

From August, 1803 to 30th April, 1801.. 14,113 8 0 

From 1st May, 1804 to 30th April, 1805. . 10,800 4 0 

From Ist May, 1805 to 30th April, 1800. . 2l,tK)3 4 0 


ihtnja. 

1.703 0 0 

5,118 0 0 
1400 8 0 


54,017 0 0 


11320 8 0 00,237 8 0 


Total Excess Sa. 4,70,445 12 0 


Sh. 7,01,010 12 0 


Third statement, the amount realized during the hvst six years has been .... Sa. 10,43,404 11 t> 
Excess above Sir John Richardson, &c. Sa. 7vV2.203 1 1 0 


Recapitulation. 

Sir John Richardson, &c. six years .. 2,01,20] 0 0 

W. C, Blaquiere, &c. first .six years, .. .• 7^f>l»846 12 0 

W. C. Blaquiere, &c. last six years, 10,43,404 11 0 

I cannot conclude, without soliciting the Board to accept a thousand apologies on my part, for the delay which has 
oee-urred in complying with their wishes, which I fear has been but imperfectly done in the foregoing ; and expressing 
niy readiness to furnish such further information as may be required after perusal thereof, and wdllingnoss on all occasions 
to render my services useful when honoured with their commands. 


Calcutta Police Office, 
Inarch IDA, 1838. 


1 have the honour to be, &c. 

CSipnedJ W. C. BLAQIJIERE, 

Magistrate. 
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S. 6. 

Memorundutn of the outstanding Balance in the License Department on the 

31.¥f August^ 1836. 


Of llu'Sii lialuiKN's Ssi. r>,90() 
1ms brcii |mi«l in ; tiu* rc*- 
nminibM' is in a train uf daily 
|)ayin(*nt. 


Recoverable. 

Sicca Rupees. 


25,(183 8 0 

Renfral Rum Shop 

2,574 0 0 

fflunja Sliopfl,. •. .. . 

1,41H 0 0 


1,705 0 b 


'450 0 0 

Sicca Rupees^ . . 

31,830 8 0 

Doubtful. 



7.224 0 0 

Tiiury Shops, 

1,127 0 0 

* Sicca Rupees. .. 

8,351 0 0 


OrncF, 

14/// Sfffpuihvr, Untj. 



( 52 ) 


T. 


An Abstract of Fees, Fines, and Escheats, levied at the Calcutta Police for 5 years. 


Fees. Ameunt. 

Fines. Amount. 

Esclieats. Amount. 

‘ aJJI'uS;.'!. } «• 0 

“a??®!!.} " « 

■“aS’S:.".} " * 

'“aSiS:.“ } * » 

‘VS’i'S’.!”..} ?-“» “ " 
'“AS'i!Sf:.“. } '» 0 

'Vpl?®:.'”.. } » » 

‘’‘aS'S;.“.} “ « 

IH35, to ^ n ^Qi ft ia 

April, 183(5, r ® 

"‘aJsS'^. } 

Ist May, 1833, to 1 ^ 

April, 18.34, . . ) 

1st May, 1834, to 

April, 183.5. ... / 

\ a5,82r> 0 6 

1st May, 183.5, to i 

April, 183(5, ... J 

4i>,N}) 0 

28,223 1(> 1 

7,015 C 0 
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U. 


Stntemmt of the Profits of each Lottery^ and the expenses of the EstMishmnt and 

Contingent for the last 12 years. 

(Prepared for the Committee of the Municipal Inquiry.) 



Profits from 
the year, 1825 
to 1836. 

Expenses from 
the year 1825 
to 1836. 



Loss. 

1st Lottery of 


Establishment, 

21,924 0 0 



2(1 Ditto ditto ditto, . . . 1,0U,(H)U 


Contingent, 

4,613 1 9 




1,45,200 



26.537 1 0 


1st Ditto ditto 08,200 


Establishment, 

18,940 12 3 



2d Ditto ditto ditto, 1,00,000 

1,98,200 

Contingent, . 

4,623 10 0 

23,564 6 3 


1st Ditto ditto lfi27, 1,()0.0()0 

Establishment, 

17.724 0 0 


2d Ditto ditto ditto, 80,550 


Contingent^ 

4,701 14 0 




1,80, .550 



22,425 14 0 


1st Ditto ditto 1828, 55,560 


Establishment, 

17.724 0 0 



2d Ditto ditto ditto, 52,710 


Contingent^ 

4,797 1 0 




1,08,270 



22,521 1 0 


1st Ditto ditto 1820, 60,000 


Establishment, 

16,462 11 3 



2d Ditto ditto ditto, 60,000 


Contingent^ 

4,594 13 9 




1,20,000 



21,057 9 0 


1st Ditto ditto 1830, 60,000 


Establishment, 

11,724 0 0 



2d Ditto ditto ditto, 36,690 

96,690 

Contingent, 

5,441 14 9 

17,105 14 9 


Ist Ditto ditto 1881, 01,423 

Establishment, 

11,724 0 0 

# 

2d Ditto ditto ditto, 62,536 


Contingent, 

6,486 4 9 




1,53,959 



18,210 4 9 


1st Ditto ditto 1832, 18,126 


Establishment, 

12,101 0 0 



2d Ditto ditto ditto, 72,060 


Contingent, 

5,942 5 3 




91,086 1 



18,043 5 3 


Ist Ditto ditto 1833, 31,804 


Establishment, 

11.347 0 0 



2d Ditto ditto ditto, 25,1 lA 


Contingent, 

6,478 14 8 




56,919 



. 17,825 14 8 


1st Ditto ditto 1334, 37,575 


Establishment, 

12,101 0 0 



2d Ditto ditto ditto, .... 


Contingent, 

6,470 7 6 


0,135 


37.575 



■ 18,571 7 6 


Ist Ditto ditto 1835, 37,004 


Establishment, 

11,712 14 6 



2d Ditto ditto ditto, 1,230 


Contingent, 

7,132 8 10 




38,234 



18,845 7 4 


Ist Ditto ditto 1836, 35,895 


Establishment, 

Co’s. Rs. 12,035- 12 



2d Ditto ditto ditto, 9,615 


Contingent, 

„ 6,904-15 




45,510 



18,940 11 0 

■ 

Total Profits, . , . . 

12,72,193 


Total expense... 

2,43,709 1 3 
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X 


Co/ff/ of the Superintendent of Police's Report to the Governour General respecting the 

River Police, dated 29th Septetnkr, 1836. 


Tho Cliaiiibcr of C'ommeiVf has ai last conu* forward with a roconim^'ndalion to Governmrnt to establish a more 
system of Rivi*r Police. It has recommended, as I understand, the appointment of an additional Magistrate to 
decide all cases of River offences, and of course with an Establishment of some extent under him to enable him to enforce 
the authority with which he is intended to be vested. 

1 conceive tliat this mode would be found too costly, more so than the occasion warrants ; and I venture to hope that 
the plan 1 am jibout to recommend to your Lordship’s attention, will be found sufficiently ade([iiate to repress the exist- 
ing evil, without entailing any great exfMmse on the Government or the Mercantile Community — A moderate addition to 
the present Police Establishment connected with the River— An exttmsion of power to the Superintendent of Police 
—And the application of the provisions of the 2nd Geo. III. Chap. 2B to kiats of all descriptions plying on the River 
within the jurisdiction of Calcutta, tngelher with the registration of Coolies or Hackeries— would be found sufficient. 

From the want of Docks and Quays, the Shipping frectuenting this Port are obliged to discharge their cargoes into 
Bhurs or Lighters, and goods are expos(;d to plunder in various stages— In discharging and niTiving cargo— in transit to 
and from the Wharfs— in remaining often (of necessity) in the Bhurs from a late hour in the evening until the opening 
of the Custom House the following morning— and in transit to and from the Custom House on Coolies and Hackeries. 

In all these stages then* arc a numkr of delinquents on the look out for plunder, who avail themselves of every op- 
portunity of abstracting giHKls, and who have every facility in doing so, in the want of any adequate means to the Police 
of identifying tlu* culprits in the numerous receiver's shops, none of whom are licensed, and whom the law can seldom 
reach— and but too often in the culpable connivance of the native Sirkars and Burkandozes to whose care the property 
has be(*n intrusted by«the owners. 

The Bhurs and Lighters are, with very few exceptions, the property of persons living on the oppositenjde of* the 
River, and b(‘yond the jurisdiction of the Calcutta PolicM*. They are let out liy the owners to sets of one iMangee or helms- 
man, and four Dandies or rowers, at the rate of about 0 Rupet*s per mensem, and a share of the plunder made. The 
greater part of the pillaged property is taki*n to the other side of thci River and divided ; it is then st?nt into the 
Interior, or advantage is taken of the dark nights to land what may be saleable in Calcutta. 

In receiving or discharging cargo, an extr;a piece or package is endeavoured to be conveyed into, or retained by, the 
boat alongside ; if immediately discovered, it iS only a mistake ; if the \mi once leaves the ship without discovery being 
made, there is no possible means of recovery, seldom even of tracing the property, from the difficulty of identifiealion. 

lu transit to and from the Wharfs hales and packages are opend, and portions of the contents abstracted, a little and 
a little from each ; the openings are carefully reclost'd, and on delivery the tale king complete no suspicion is formed. On 
opening the package a brick or a piece of wood which has been inserted to make up weight is found, and it is then too 
late to remedy the theft. 

Ships often continue to discharge cargo until a late hour in the day, as of course they cannot afford to strike w’ork 
whore both men and lioats are hired by the day, because the Custom House is shut. The consequence is, that the boats 
either remain alongside the ship all night, or put to the shore until morning. In either case the opportunity of abstracting 



( 57 ) 


property is too good to be lost. If ftlongside the wship, the smaller l)oats are in attendance to carry off the plunder— if in 
shore, the plunder is quickly run up to some receiver, in whose hands it does not remain beyond the time sutlicient to 
divide and Ininsmit by B(‘venil hands, in differejit directions, to escape detection. A Churndar or Burkiindoz is generally 
entertained for the care of the property, but he must have tin* eyes of Argus to detect plunder all night, and if he had, it 
would avail little; moreover he has often more than one boat under his charge— hois rather a convenience to them, since 
in case of the property being missed, it has been in his charge not in tluirs. 

In transit to and from the ('ustom House small packag(*s are very frequently carried off, and sometimes even large 
boxes, by the coolies employed. The depredations cominitt(‘d by this class has been long felt as an intolerable nuisanct* ; the 
amount of properly stolen in this way is very great, and the complaints on the subject are not confined to the (ihauts, 
but are made from every part of the Town. Identification is almost impossible, and the pro])i'rty stoh'ii never rc'covc'rcd. 
Hackeries also are occasionally used in abstr«<*tifig property in transit. It was I lliink in Fehniary last that (i boxes of 
Indigo w'erc in this niaimer carrit'd off and distributed in the northern part of the Town in the eourse of a few hours, 
the boxes broken up and thrown into the Tanks for conee.'ilment ; ijiformation was lodged witli me about eh‘V(‘n (I’clock 
of the following inorMifig, and I succoed(*d by great exertion in recovering about Iwo-lhinls, but all tract* of the llacKeric 
or driver was lost. I <'oiild obtain no d<iS(*ri])tion of eitlier, and had the pliiiid(‘r consisUnl of chintzc's, or piect* goods, or any 
other article difiicult of identification, the reco\(;ry of any part would have lH‘en hopt'Iess. 


It is of great importance not only to the ]\Ier(*antlle (’(‘inmunity but to (b»v<‘rnment its(‘lf, that tliis system of pillage 
be put down ; and I shall proceed to shew that it is pt‘i*lectly practicable to do so without incurring any great exj)ens<‘, or 
the necessity of any innovation on tlic present system (d Police. 


I am of opinion in tin* first place,, that a Hegistry should ho made of all descriptions of boats plying on the 
Sec the uhnh* of tlio rivcr Ilooglv, vvitliiii the jurisdiction of Calcutta, and the ownt‘rs be compelled, under the 
u.sual penalties, to have tlicir names and residences painted in large letters on the stern; 
a fw to be levied on registry, and fr<‘sh entry to b(‘ made on change of owners. On 
Per 11. III. .iml IV. coiiviction of theft, the boat should he liable to si‘izun; and sale, and the enw to fine and 

imprisonment with or without labour, according to the nature of the olTeiiee. All iho Provisions howevei of 2nd 
Geo. III. Cap. *28, are appli(!able to the Hoogly lliver Craft, and the adoption of lliem would at once tend greatly to the 
suppression of the pillage wdiieh now exists. 


The Registry of the Coolie.s and Ha<-keries also is a very iieco.ssary me.asure, and ccjiially with the* registry of Bhurs 
would lend to ehcck much crime; for when Jiicn know that they are liable to be identified and <loU*el(!il, they will a\oul 
the ('omniission of crime. The R<*gulalion fee might be made very slight or might be dispensed with, but any Coolie 
plying for work without his number and badg , by which ho may be distinguished, should he liable to line or iinprisoiu 
nient at the discretion of the i^lagistrate, and the samci should he extended to any owner of a Haekerie and Karancliee 
not htt\ ing the name or number in some conspicuous part. 

It has been allcdgtd that the opi'ration of such regulations, as new to India, would be felt as an oppression ; but in 
W’hat way could it so op(‘ratc, unless it l»e oppression to deprive the thief of his plunder, or what is th(‘ same thing, make 
the attaimm*nt of that plunder a matter of difijeiilty, by making detection comparatively (‘asy — take the parallel case of 
tlie Ticka Palankeens ; in addition to being obliged to w'oar a disliiiguisliing number, the viTy rati; of their gain has been 
defined, and if there were any ajiproach to o|)pression in this case?, it were the interfering with the rate* of remuneration a 
man may demand for Ins labour ; ye*t w^e here of no complaints on this head— thej bcfirers are pcrf(*ctly contented, the 
complaints against them very uufrequeiit, and the system is found to answer perfectly. 

The next thing to be comsiderod is the amount of Police establishment adequate to the duties to be performed. 


The present Police force connected with the River is as follows,— 


Four Boundary Burkandoz Thannahs, consisting of 1 Jemadar, 4 Nuibs, and 54 Burkandozes, on a line extending 
from Haulkhollah on the north, to Cooley Bazar on the south, or a line of bank of about 3 miles in extent. Since the re- 
duction of the Permit Thannahs, consequent on the abolition of the Town Duties, tin duty has been very heavy on the 
above force, from the increased facilities in smuggling salt. 



( S8 ) 

There are also 9 Chowkoc Boats, having each 1 Manjcc, 2 Chaprasees, and 8 Boatmen, or a total of 99 men. 

The pay of tlie whole of the men sliould be increased, to insure our getting such ns may be depended UfK)n to enter 
service; and I have calculated this increase in the estiiirntt* I have made of the exinnise attending my proposed plan. On 
the present rate— I allude particularly to the Chowkee Boats— it is diJlieult to get any to onhT, and those whom we do 
suceced in getting are of the very lowest <*Iaf;s of watermen, whom nm?ssily, or the hope of ranking money by connivance 
at tliefts, induces to take service. 

It will be readily seen how totally inadfKjuate the above force is for the duties of River Police. I would recommend 
the following alterations .and additions,-. 

1st. The appointment of two Eiiropojin River Constables to be stationed on the River, with a numtlily salary of^ 
200 Rupees each, finding their own boats. TJieir particular duty to bo to patroKi llu‘ River at unc(>rtain times — visiting 
the dilTereiit iShijiping to set* that no suspicions ('raft lurk about them — to take note of the Lighters employed by the diffej^ 
eiit Sliijis, so that on projurty being missed the Police may have the necessary clue to the depredators— to see the 
Jiighters on lca\ing the Ships proceed at once to the Custom House Ghant, instead of crossing the River under pretence of 
strength of tide-- to examine all snspeeled lioats, or appreheinl those against whom eoiiiplaint or infonnation has been lodg- 
ed — and generally to look after the Ri\er (’raft. 

2nd. I'he Constables to be assisted in their dijtii‘& by the Chowkee Boats, which I would recommend to be increased 
to 14 ill miuib(‘P, and tin* pay <»f the ]\lHnj(‘e and Boatmen rcspcetiyely raised from 4-8 and 8-8 to (I and 9. The present 
Boat (’liaprascTS I would do away with entirely, and have a r(*gular r(‘li<‘f from the Boundary Thannahs to stay on board 
eaeli boat. 

.‘Ird. The Boundary Thainiah to be iTicr('a.sed from four to seven, having a centre or Sudd(‘r Thannah of 1 Jemadar, 

2 Naibs, and 24 iii(‘n, stationed at Clive Street Ghaut, with six subordinate Thannabs, eonsisting of I Naib and 14 racu 
eaeli, to be stationed at intervals along the River— to take care of the (ihauts, and keep wateh on the Coolies and Hackeries 
employed along tln‘ whoh‘ line— and to assist the boats, when necessary, in the appreliension of offenders. 

4th. The Superintendent of the Calcutta Police, under the gcm*ral controul of the Chief Magistrate, as at present, 
to be charged with the additional supervision of the increased establishment, hut be vested \vitli sufficient authority to 
deal with th(‘ UiM*r offences, and to act generally as eontemplated by the Chamber of Commerce. 

It is the opinion of some I know, that the Judicial and Executive powers should iM^entirc'ly separate, and it is argued 
that the vesting the Siijierintendent of Police with such power would be at variance w ilh the principles of justice, because he 
would be necessarily intcresU'd in the conviction and punishment of offenders, seeing that he liad been inslruineiital in tra- 
cing and apprehemling tbeni. Tliat tliis argument iniglit hold good witli reference to the subordinates of Police, might be 
true enough, for they ari* concerned in frequent |)erst)nal scufllc with offenders — lh(*y bi'come heated by the effort of appro- 
lu'iision, or the trouble a more cunning delinquent has caused Ihem in searching him out— and their tom* of mind and 
habits are not such as to guard tlnmi against the influence of such cireiinistanees ; but the Superintendent of Police can- 
not very easily be himself conc(‘rned personally in the apprehension of delinquents, and there sun*ly must be a great differ- 
ence in trust- worthiness and a sense of right (so to stH’ak) between an officer holding that situation and his subordinates, 
arising from the siquiriority of habit and education of the one over the other. I cannot c(»nceive how personal feelings, 
sn(‘h as anxiety to gain credit by a man’s conviction, can exist in him again.st any jiarticular offender; it must ha a 
matter of indiffiTence to him whether A B or C .suffer as A B or C ; it is the offence committed against the Com- 
munity, tlie welfare of which is entrusted to his guardianship, which must interest him, as it would any Magistrate who 
(ionscientiously p<*rforiiied his duty. If the .Superintendent can feel that by bis own vigour and activity he has succeeded 
in repressing crimes, he will he satisfied that his duty has Ixvn fulfilled. The a<*tual iHinishineiit of a criminal can be no 
gratification to him. That the vesting the Superintendent with these powTrs would be alteuded with beneficial result 
I have long fell convinced, but I would not be considered presuming in forcing that conviction on your Lord.shii)'s attention ; 
and now proceed to submit an estimate of the expense attending my proposed plan. 



( 5 » ) 

The present expense of the subordinate Establishment connected with the liiver Police, is as follom. 



Conliiijjjfeucies, 

. . . 
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9 

8 

0 

1 

Jemadar, 

. * • 


• • » a 

ao 

0 

0 

4 

Naibs at 0. 

. . . 


• • • a 

24 

0 

0 

r,A 

Burkundozos at fi, 

.... 


» a a a 

270 

0 

0 

IK 

Boat Chaprast*i*s at i. 

— 


« • * a 

72 

{) 

0 

9 

jManjees at 4-8, 

.... 



40 

8 

0 

7-2 

Boatmen at 3-8, 

• • > • 



252 

0 

0 

9 

Boats at 0, 

.... 



54 

0 

0 

4 

Thannahs, 

.... 



22 

0 

0 

4 

Sirkars at 8, 

.... 



:v> 

0 

0 


m; 0 0 

Proposed EsfablishmciP. 

. . 401) 0 0 
. . 20 0 0 
r>(> 0 0 
01 0 0 
.. fiOO 0 0 
..{MO 0 
.. 00 0 0 
.. 14 0 0 

00 0 0 


Showing an cx<‘<\ss in tin* proposed Estahlislmient of . . . . . . l,ir>0 0 0 


2 European Constables at 200, 
I .Teniadar, 

0 \aibsat7» 

00 Burkuiulo7.es at (i, 

12 Boatmen at r», 

1 4 Boats at 0, 

5 Thannahs at 12, 
Conlingenoes, Oil, &e. 
Uecisteriiiu Sirkar, 


CSif/ned) F. W. 

Superintendent Calcutta Police. 
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Z. 

To RUSSOMOY DUTT, ESQ. 

Member and Secretary First SnhXmnmittee of Municipal Inquiry. 

Sir, 

I have the pleasure to inclose the Papers you have mlled for, wgarding the Police Hospital, in your letj^ 
dated 31st ultimo, and beg to say, that any further inquiry your Conunittet! may wish to make regarding this Institution/ 
1 shall Ix^ happy to attend to it. I must request the Committee will l>e so good as hear in mind, that more than two- 
thirds of the patients admitted into the Police Hospital, are picked up oiT the Streets hy the Police authorities, and 
brought to us in a dying state, or in the very last stages of disease and starvation, when no earthly assistance can he 
of any avail. 

1 am, Sir. 

Your obedient Servant, 

«. H. BAIN, 

Police Surgeon. 

(^M.eorTA, 

February 13M. 1 337- 




( ) 


lieturn shewing the Number of Admissions, Discharges, and Deaths, as well as the 
sum total Dieted and uruler Medical treatment in the Police Hospital, from 
January, to Z\st December, 1836 . 


AIontliR. 

Total Number of 
Patients treated in 
the Police Hospital 
during each month. 

Admissions. | 

Discharges. 

r“ 

Deaths. 


1 ' 
M 

Mahomedans. 

Hindoos. 

ToUl. 

09 

0 

1 

1 

Hindoos. 

Total. 

' 

Europeans. 

Mahomedans. 

Hindoos. 

Total. 

>• 

January, lft36 


2 

37 

i‘*7 

96 

2 

24 

42 

68 

0 

20 

81 

51 

February, do. 

2,7-'i2 

8 

34 

orj 

103 

s3 

19 

28 

50 

2 

13 


45 

March,., do. 

2,845 

10 

50 

54 

114 

2 

a5 

.35 

72 

3 

16 

28 

47 

April, .. do. 

1,600 

14 

40 

(57 

121 

13 

31 

37 

81 

1 

19 

26 

46 

May, . . do. 

2,7«5 

17 

52 

40 

118 

6 

83 

31 

70 


21 

25 

49 

June, .. do. 

2,188 

14 

39 

44 

117 

11 

34 

39 

84 


15 

22 

39 

July, . • do. 

1,200 

10 

38 

42 

90 


28 

32 

69 

1 

11 

21 

33 

August, do. 

1,418 

12 

39 

.53 

104 

mM 

22 

26 

53 

1 

17 

14 

32 

September, do. 

1,710 

il 

43 

50 

104 

11 ‘ 

21 

27 

.59 


22 

22 

46 

OetoIxT, do. 

2,112 

13 

43 


125 

11 

16 

31 

58 


15 

23 

39 

Novenib(‘r,do. 

2,300 

17 

44 

60 

121 

14 

34 

37 

85 

1 

25 

22 

48 

Oeecmber, do. 

2,401 

11 

38 

71 

120 

■ 

27 

20 

Ci3 

m 

18 

36 

60 



Tir 

49r~ 

882 

1,313 

1 94 

324 

394 

812 1 

\ 23 

212 

300 

535 


Z. 1 . 


Kv] tenses of the Police Hospital, as charged in the Contingent Bill, for each month in 
the year 1836 , Dieting, Extra Charges, Country Medicine, Leeches, Sfc. 




Total Nunilior of 
Patients treated in 
the Police Hospital 
during each month 
of the year 1836. 

Amount Expended 




Rs. As. P. 





3,135 

2,752 

2,845 

18:1 2 7 


fti An iiftry « • • 
February, . . 



178 7 4 


do 

221 14 6 


April, 

May, 

J line. 

do 

1,600 

2,705 

2,188 

1,299 

1,446 

229 8 3 


do. 

286 3 3 


do 

216 10 3 


llllv 

do 

161 3 5 


auiy, • • 

A iissiiat 

do 

163 5 4 


/VUgUab, . . • 

do. .. 

1,719 

188 9 1 


f^ep W; III uc r, . . i 

do* .. •.••••••*•••• •*•>.• 

2,142 

228 6 5 , 


r, . . 

November, .. 

do* 

2,390 

223 4 2 


do. 

2,404 

253 14 10 


L/iXviu Uv r ^ •• 




Total 

26,625 

2,534 9 6 



Noth. Each European is dieted at four annas per diem. Eacli Native is dieted at three Puns of Cowries. 
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Z. 2. 

List of the Establishment employed in the Police. Hospital, for the year 1836, 

and the duties of each individual shewn. 


No. 


7- 


Names. 


iM. R. Crawford, 


Collychurn Cliarterjoe^ 

(lUDj^aiiarain, 

Nnneoo, 

Pettuiiibiir, 

Taracliund, 

Muddoo, 

iSonatuiij 


IJekhur, 

Chawinoo, 

Bussruddy, 

(loioo, . . . . 


Hank. 


Ajwtliecary, . . 
Si rear, 


Native Doctor, 

Dresser, 

Ditto 

Hindoo Cook, .. 


Jeetun, . 


Barroo, 

Panclioo, . . . 
Auiinoo, ... 

Bheeni, 

Pauncho, . . . 
Phuttoo, . . . 
Dauna])orec, 

Sultan^ 


iMohun, 


Ditto ditto ditto, 

Mussulman ditto ditto, 
Ditto ditto ditto, . , 

IMussidmaii Cook, ... 
Ditto assistant, .... 


European Ward Cooley. 


Blieestec, . 
Ditto, .... 
Ditto, . . . 
Sweejier, . 
Ditto, ... 
Ditto, . . . 
Ditto, .... 

Ditto, .... 
Ditto, .... 


Ladha, jMyla Mehter, . 

Buxoo, Dome, 

Cassarree Ditto, 

Luelimufi, Ditto, 

Bundhoo, ; Ditto, 


Golaub Sing, 


2 

1 

isT ) 


Johoorum, 
Becbuii, . . 


H. H. Baino, 


DiU'wai], 


Nurse, 

Ditto, 


Surgeon, 

Co’s. Ks. per mensem. . . 


Monthly Salary, 
Co’s. Rupees. 

Ks. 

As. 

p. 

80 

0 

“■■■1 

C 

0 

«”l 

12 

8 

7..-I 

8 

0 

'> 1 .1 

8 

0 

0 /■ 1 

,5 

0 

0 . . K 

4 

0 

0 1 ! 

1 

0 

« r 1 

4 

0 

*> 1 .1 

4 

0 

« i 1 

5 

0 

0 t K 

4 

0 

0 s i-:: 

4 

0 

o..i 

4 

0 

» 1 r 

4 

0 

0 J -{ 

4 

0 

(» j 1 

4 

0 

0 1 S 

4 

0 

0 { } 

4 

0 

0 ( s 

4 

0 

« ) ? 

4 

0 

0 .. S 

4 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 .. ^ 

4 

0 


4 

0 

0 ( u 

4 

0 

0 i 

4 

0 

« ) 

4 

0 

0 In 

4 

0 


4 

0 

oTl 

300 

0 

0 


8 

7 


Remarks. 


f General Superinlendt‘nt. This person is ghliged 
to see the luedieines properly made up and 
[ administered, and the same with re.sp(^<‘t to diet. 
I He is the running Sircar employed in purchas- 
ing dilTerent necessaries, and diet, &c. and 


I t(‘r8, cVc. &e. 

ImployiHl ns Cook for the Hindoo Patients. 

[ KinployiMl to wait upon those Ilimloo Patients 
who are unahle to assist themselves, liringing 
[ and carrying away lH‘dding and food, &(*. 

I Etnployed to wait uiKm ]\iussulmaii Patients 
who are unable to assist themselves, bringing 
(and carrying away bedding and food, 6rc. 


' Employed to wait U|)on European Patients, 
bringing and carrying away bedding and food, 
[&c. 


f Employed for carrying away the fdth, wash- 
J ing l>eds, &c. for tl:e \Vomen Patients. 
^Employed for carrying away the tilth, washing 
I beds, A:c. for the European Patients, 


Employed to carry away dead Bodies. 


' Employed to wait upon the Mussulman and 
I Hindoo Women Patients, >vho are unable to 
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Z. 3. 

Convicts' Labour. 


From ht Map, 1831, to ^th April, 183(). 

Amount of Sales of Soorkie and Karikur, 

Ditto, Ditto, of Soojeo, Flour, Bran, &c., 

Ditto, Ditto, of llicc and Coodie, ' 

.. 

Five Years. 
25,440 14 3 
5,841 11 1 
106 13 0 


Sa. Rs. 

31,398. 6 4 

Superintendent's Commission, 

Bricks purchased, 

Wheat ditto, 

Paddy and. Rice ditto, 

Old hoii84» bought and pulled down. 

4,313 11 8 
16,1^27 11 8 
4,808 8 9 
208 1 3 
878 12 6 

20,K14 13 10, 

Balance, 

Sa. Rs. 

4,563 8 6 

Out of which paid Sirkar's wages at 8, 

Repairs of Dhenkocs, Alills, Sieves, Gunny bags, kc., 

480 0 0 
558 8 9 

1,036 8 9 

Not Profit, 

Sa. Rs. 

3,528 15 9 

Z. 4. 



Convicts' Labour for I88f)-37. 



Amount R»*alizcd by sales of Soorkh*, Flour, and Bmn, 

Amount Paid for Jlrieks and Wheat 

« • • • 

• • • • 

21,202 3 10 
18,228 12 6 


Co’s. Rs. 

2,975 7 4 

Commission of the Keeper at 3.1 per Ce?it. on net outturn of labour, Go's. Rs. ... 

Petty Cliarges, - . . . . . . . 

Sirkar’s Wages, 

1,041 2 3 
108 13 9 
102 8 4 

1,252 8 1 


Co’s. Rs. 

1,723 1 0 


Statemerit of Prismiers in the House of Correction — shelving the Proceeds and Ejepense 

of Convicts' labour for the year 1 83C. 


Number of Pri- 
soners Commit- 
ted during tlie 

Amount of 
Dieting Bills, 
&c. 

Amount of 
Purchases. 

. * f i Amount in fa- 

vourofCon. 
vi<-ts’ lalK.ur. 

year. 




Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. P. 1 lU A. P. 

856 

4,564 1 3 

11,643 12 6 1 

16,404 7 4J 1 4,754 10 I0| 


E. B. GLEESON, 


Calcutta : Housk op Corukction, 

9/A Fehrmrtft 1837- 


Keeper, 



December, lii36. 


( C4 ) 


Z. 6. 

ttitoa. 

FORM OF DAII^Y REPORT. 


Koilah Ghaut Dejiot — liest Khfut. 





























December y 1836. -Mi nth. 


( ) 


Z. 7. 

lifioii. 


KDUJl OK DAILY UKl'OHT 

Koi/tt/i Ir/untt Depot — Ofd Khm. 



Rubbish Hackeries.; 




















( ) 


Z. Ifj. 


Return of the Muster of the four Divisions for January, 1837. 


I)i\ isioiis. 


I’UjuT Norlli 
Lower North, 
Upper South, 
Lower South, 

Total . - • * 
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Hackeries, j 

Loading Coolies, jj 

1 

Drain Coolies, j 

Coolies for Roller, jj 

Boys 

I 

€ 

a 

?3 

w 

V 

I 

TJ 

S 

.a 

1 

22 

42 

100 

0 

17 

i 0 

12 

2 

5 

0 

111 

100 

0 

18 

0 

15 

4 

5 

26 

42 

108 

0 

22 

12 

12 

4 

5 


42 

106 

0 

25 

12 

12 

4 

5 

m 

14 : 

423 

0 

i82 

;24 

51 

14 

Fa 


1 do herchy eertify th(‘ above isacorrirt Return of the Establishment as mustered by me, deducting such as were re- 
ported absi'iit by tlje OviTseer, Peons, and Sircars, 

(Signet!) }l G. STATHAM, 

Overseer. 


This is a Daily Report of the Four Divisions of llie Town sent in by Mr. Statliam as i^Iuster ]\laster. 

W. ARERC;it03IJME, 2d Lieut. 

- Superintendent of Roads and Comervaney. 
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Z. 14. 


Monthly Mmter Roll of the number, of Box Carte, Hackeries, Mates, Boys, and 
Mehters, Dootnes, ^c. employed in the Upper South Division, for the month of 
August, 183C. 
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Horse's Box Carts. 
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Horse’s Roller. 
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Calcutta, 

1a/ Sefifember, 183(5. 


(Sifffied) J. GREEN. 
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Z. 15 . 

A Mmthhj Roll of the number of the Homirabk Company's Carts and hired Hackeries^ 


Coolies, Roys, Mehters, Dmmes, Peons, ^c. employed in the Lower South Rivision, 
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:j 


z. w. 

1 Mouthhf Mufiter Roll of the itmiiher of the Ilomuruhle Companfs Curts, also 
hired Carts, Hackeries, Drain Coolies, Boys, Mehters, Doomes, ^'c. employed in the 
Lower North Division in February, 1 80G, supplied by Mr. Dicksom. 
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(Styneil) 11, ^CULLOCH. 
(True C\>py,) 


Calcutta. 
l.y^ Mmrtc 18.%\ 


W. ABERCROMBIE. 
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Z. 17. 

ITPPER NORTH DIVISION. 

Return f if the Muster of Jio,v Carts, Hackeries, doolies. Boys, 8fe. for the month qf 

January, 1 837. ’ 
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1 Horse Box Carts. | 

Small Carts. 

Hired Bullocks for! 
Roller. i 
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Shaik llaiikrr, Peon, one day sick. 

Urshed Ally, Ditto, one do. do. 

I\Iolmiiu'd HuITu-, Ditto, one do. do. 

The Publick Tanks arc in the same stale as n‘ported last nioiitli. 

{SiffHctf) J. TWEEDALE, 


(.'alcutta, 
iih February y 1837- 


Orerseer. 


W. ABERCROMBIE, 2d. Lieut. 

Supei intendent of Hoads and Conservancy. 
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7 ,. I«. 


Strand Diinslnn Daily Reyart for Janaary, ISfJT. 
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( Signed ) 


S. CLARK. 


W. ABEIICROJIBIE, 2t/. Lieuf. 

Snjferintendtut of Roads and Conserianry. 
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Z. 19. 


Raturn of fV \)rks perforiml on the Esplanade on the 2nd January, 1837. 


WluTO employed 


Child rolls* AVhIK 
and all J)i vision. 


3 0 


o 


3( 


to 


pq 


No ^loritlily Report of this is rccoivod 


(tf 

0 

1 


•2 

2 


1 1 


{Sifftieif) 


8 


CO 


1 

la 

PQ 


20 


Remark. 


Establishmont repairing 
J)rams south of the Jail, filU 
ing up holes in the Coolie 
Bazar, and Midami. Carts Do. 
Do. Mollies repairing Walk. 


H. fi. STATHAM, 


Overseeir. 


W. ABERCROMBIE, 2d. Und. 

Superintendent of Uoads, 


Z. 20. 

lifioa 39rpot0. 

Under the Superintendent of Ronds. 

Coilah fJhant Depot 2 Peons. 

Alowla’Ally D«r}>ali De|iot, 2 Do. 

ilatiiektollli Depot 1 Do. i lo Poons at .'i .*>2 0 ^ 

Aherytollali (il.aut D.'|)ot, 1 Do. > j Suwrvisor, 42 0 0 

Bang Bazar (iluiut Depot, I Do. * 

Strand Division, 2 Do. 

Esplanade 1 Do, 

Umler the EKvemtive Officer. 

Coilah Ghaut Depot, 2 Peons ^ 6 Peons at 5 31 6 

Mowlk Ally Durgah Depot. 1 f . „ j t n • i •» ai a a 

Maniektollah Depot, 1 Do. V * 8 Mate Coolies and I Briek.l 41 4 4 

Aherytollah Dejait, 1 Do. i layer Mistry for all Depots, f 

Bang Bazar Depot, 1 Do. j 

* In plai« of 8 Mate Coolira and 1 Bricklayer Mistry Mr. Sevestre has employed 5 Sircars for measuring and receiv- 
ing Khoa from all Depots. 
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u\. 

iMut of Streets lighted hy the Conservavcy Department. 


ht Jir U|)|uT 
Niirtli lii vision. 


Ninitollali Cihaut, 

Juggernoth (ihaut, 

Cornwallis Sqiian*, 

Ditto Gbaut.s, 

Hindoo Burning place, Nimtollah, 


‘2fl or Lower 
Nortli Uiusioii. 


Cossinoth's Gtiaiil, 
Old Fort Ghaut, 
College Square, 
Ditto Ghauts, 
]\Iirzaiiore Square, 
J)itto Ghauts, 

. Smith’s Ditto, 

, ( )id Fort Street, 
i Writers* Building, 

! (^mrt House Lane, 
New China Bazar, 

' Ditto Street, 

I Swallow Lane, 

; Sookea's Tiane, 

; Dr. Nosky’s sliop, 

I Rada J^azar Street, 

I D’Souza’s Lane, 

I Chattawailali Lane, 
, Loll Bazar, 


iVI or Lp)»or 
South UtviKion. 


Coilah Ghaut, 

Ditto North side Chandpaul (rhaut. 
Tank Square 
Ditto Ghauts, 

Tank Square, North side, 

Wellington Square, 

Ditto (iliauts, 

Ditto Bank, 

Ditto (iate, 

Loll Bazar, South-East and West corners, 
(Grant’s Lane, 

Ditto opposite, 

Ditto inside, 

Weston’s Lane, 

Coop<'r*8 Ditto, 

/ig Zag Ditto, 

Mangoe Ditto, 

Ditto op)H)site, 

Ditto inside, 

I Ditto West corners, 

I Email inhaug Lane, 

Gihson's Lane, East corners, 

Ditto South Ditto, 

Ditto inside, 

Sooterkin’s Lane, 

Rannee Moody Lane. 

Ditto inside, 

Waterloo Street, 

Ditto Lan«‘, 

Meredeath’s Lane, 

Nunkoo Jainadars, Lane, 

Ditto opposite. 

Crooked Lane West corners. 

Ditto North Ditto, 

Ditto inside, 

Jebh’s Lane, 

Cossitollah, 




Carrii'd Over, 
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4 
2 
4 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

3 
2 

1 

2 
2 
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4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 

4 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
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5 
2 
2 

99 


97 
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List of Streets lighted by the. Conservancy DejuirtmenL — ( Continued.) 




Hd ht 

tioutli Division 
((.uiitiiUK*'!.) 


til) (It 

?5(mtll DiMM'ill. 


01(1 C(>urt Iloust^ fitmH, 

Ditto iSoutli-East (•(»rn(T, 

Dam*'s Lam*, 

Ditto iiisiik* Kow, 

Ditto N(Mlt-W(\st coriKT, 

DaiiiistolTah Laiio, 

Ditto, Wt'St (‘orncT 
(icncrJiJiicnt Place, 

Ilastint^s’ Sim't, Xortli-East corner. 

Ditto, South-West Ditto, 

Larluii’s Dane, 

AVellesley Place, 

V'aiisittart, K(»vv, 

Tank Square, opposite South-East corn(‘r, 
Deeln'r’s place, 

Eaticy Dane, 

Ditto, inside, 

Council Ilons(^ Street, 

Truttor’s Building, . . 

(icneral Trciisurv, 

Old Post Ollice, 

Church Lane, 

Ilan* Street, 

JJankshall Street, 

Oarsl in’s Place, 

Ceilali Gliaut Slive'l, 
iMission How, 

Ditto inside, 

Hritihiman’s Lane, 

Calcultii, Esplanade H(*\v, 

Opposite Hastings’ Statue, 


Brought forward, 


Chaiind|)anl Ghaut, .. 

Calcutta Gate, 

Sejnicircular Spot oppositt^ the To>vn Hall, 
Plsissy Gate, 

(’(M'kcd Hat, 

Calcutta East, Esplanade How, 
Durpmlollah Himd, 
daun Bazar Street, 

Lijidsav Street, 

Park ‘Ditto, 

Ditto ojjposite, ... 

(diowrinsln'e Gate, 

Wellesley Square, 

Ditto Ghauts, 

Opposite Kyd Street, 

Plain Hoad oj)posite Cocked Hat, 


307 Lamps at 1 : II : per lamp p(T inons('m, 
Dedu(‘l for lamps not lighted, ladiig broken. 


H7 


Total I^ainps 


Fixing Lamp Irons and Lamps at the corners of the opening of the New Cross 1 

Hoad opi)Osit<) Kyd Street, it * 

A Lamp and Lamp Iron at the North-East corner of Government House, ... 

Sa. Rs 


178 


42 


307 

G,:)3i 

14 0 

liXi 

11 7 

(5.135 

2 5 

80 

9 8 

44 

4 0 

, (),2(3C 

U 1 



List of Tank Establishment. 


1 Naib, 

12 BurkandaKcs, ... 

1 Sirdar^ 

4 Mollit‘8j 
3 Do. 

2 Chowkcydars, ... 

Oil and Impknients^ 

1 Sirdar, 

3 Mollies^ 

2 Cliowkeydars, ... 

1 Sirdar, 

1 Mollcy, 

2 ('howkoydars, ... 

1 Sirdar, 

1 Mollcy, 

2 ('liowkcydars, ... 

1 Sirdar, 

1 Jlolky, 

2 Chowkcydars, . . 

1 Sirdar, 

2 Nollies, 

2 Chowkevdars, .. 

1 Molley/ 

1 Chowkeydar, ... 

1 Ohowkeydar, . . 

1 Molley, 

1 Molley, 

51 


. 1 

Ks. A.P. 

< 

^ 

1 

07 0 0 

.. coo^ 



. . 20 0 0 



... 12 0 

- 

CD 

o 

.. 10 0 0 



... 1 8 0^ 



:: :: 

- 

27 0 0 

;; 1 


17 0 0 

!! 


17 0 0 

.. 

:: ..1 

17 0 0 

: : 

21 0 0 

:;.!l 

9 0 0 

• • # • 1 

1 0 0 

... ... 

4 0 0 



4 0 0 

lU. 

230 8 0 



Before the Reduction 

5 Tanks on Chowringlico Plain now 

^in Ul3l it was, 

embodied with Esplanade Guard. 

07 Rs. 

Tank Square .... 

1)0 Rs. 

Wellington Square 

64 Rs. 

Wellesley Square 

2.') R«, 

Cornwallis Square 

21 Rs. 

College Square 

2;") Rs. 

5 Tanks in Hastings’ Place 

21 Rs. 

Mirzaporc Tank.. • 

9 Rs. 

Soortie Bagaun Tank 

4 Rs. 

Burying (irmmd 

4 Rs. 

Middleton Row Tank, (recently 

4 Rs. 

abolished). 



‘Mi} Ks. 
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Z. 23 . 

Refiort on the Executive Management of the Conservancy in Calcutta. 


Having found considerable difficulty in conducting the duties of my Office since my appointment to it, and finding 
myself in an unpleasant and awkward situation from the footing on which J find myself in the Conservan<!y Department, 

I beg leave to submit the following remarks to the consideration of the Chief IVIagistrate, requesting, if he approve the 
amendments therein desired, that they may be carried into execution ; and if they be disapproved by him, or obje<'tion8 be 
raised to them by other Magistrates, that they may lie forwarded to tlie lliglit Honourable the Goveriiour of Bengal/ 
whose favourable consideration I respectfully solicit ; more especially as 1 do not Mieve that 1 have in them applied for 
any authority which it was not his Lordship's intention to confer upon me, when he made my services available to the 
Towji of Calcutta. 

2nd. At present, witli the exception of the buildings going on, and the employment of the Kstablishment, I have no 
superintendence of (Jonservancy — all matlora connected with the state of the Roads and Drains are referred by the Inha- 
bitants to the Magistrates, and there are a set of men called Conservancy Sircars employed in the Town quite independent 
of me in every wa}^, wlio also make their Hi'porty, with the exception of petty repairs nMiuired, to the Magistrates. 

3nl. These UejMjrts after examination by a Magistrate, are referred by him to the Overseer or to me for examina. 
tion or farther report, as ho pleases. Frequently they are referred first to tin? Overseer and then to myself. The Overseers 
also make a number of Jl(‘porls direci to the ]\Iagist rates, of whicli 1 licar nothing, unless they he referred to mo for Re- 
port : in the dcMignation of Superintendent of Conservancy therefore is at ]>re8ent*a misnomer ; 1 am hut a Referee. 

4th. The ilircct commuiiica^ioii between the Magistrates and Overseers, also, without any previous refi*reiice to me, 
has a tendency to h'ssen my authority over them ; and I speak from experi<*nce when 1 say, that 1 have by no means the 
saiiu' efficient authority over these Overseers that is possessed by an Officer in the Department of Publick Works over his. 

5th. IMany eases arc referred to the Overseers by the Magistrates which I never see, which had they been referred 
to me, would probably have? been reported on in a diflTerent manner to which they actually are — this leads to a total abo- 
lition of system. 

()tli. Many <'as(‘s are refiTced by the ^Magistrates to me, which had they come to me in the first instance, I might 
prohatdy liave settled witliout farther refiTcnci*, on visiting the. spot myself. 

7th. jMaiiy eases are refiirred to me by tlie Magistrates, which iM'aring their request for an examination and report, 
frequently after the same hy an Overseer, ohligi; me to proewd myself to the spot: wdiereas had they bt*en referred to me 
in th(* first instance. I in many instances could have settled them in rny Office, or referred them to the Magistrates for 
investigation wntli as 4'ompletc a report from thence, as I could prepare after visiting tin* place. This I should be able to 
do from the twrivc month’s experience I have had in visiting places on several hundred cases referr<‘d to me by the Ma- 
gistrates. It is needless to say lliat the Magistrates themselves, with the exception of the CJiief Magistrate who in peculiar 
cases sometimes views the locality, m^ver examine the site of Conservancy cases tlumiselvcs. This continual reference I find, 

* Kaiher .i priulrnt rx- ^ Con.sorvHncy expression, a complete mtismire * I have stated that I find 

gisUati" myself oblig(‘d from the nature of the reference to visit almost every place myself, tlie case connected 

(Sii.)a K.R. ^vith which is referred to me, and the consequence is, that I liave continually a number of these 

cases on hand, and cm employed morning after morning driving about to different parts of the 
Town, marking out entrance bridges to bouses, lining out boundary walls, &e. &c. when my time could be much 
more usefully employed iuspeetiiig the repairs of the Roads, tlie works carrying on by the Executive Officer, the 
Gow^khanas, and the employment of tin* Establishment. 

8th. To remedy the above— I ask that 1 may be placed in charge of myowm appointment: that is, that I may have 
the same controiil over the Conservancy Establislimcnt that the Superintendent of Police lias over the Police of the Town. 

0th. In the first place 1 rcKjucst that ail the Conservancy Establishment maybe placed completely under my con- 
Iroul, with the same powers of entertainment and dismissal, reward and punishment, (excepting the Executive Officer 
who is appointed by Government) that arc granted to the Superintendent of Police. 

10th. I also re(]ucst that these Establishments may in all cases report to me, and that they may have no further 
communication with the IMagistrates than is necessary in their giving evidence before them. 

11th. I also request that Petitions presented to the Magistrates requiring reference in their opinion, may lie referred 
not to the OverwHirs or Establishment, but direct to me fur report, being left to my own judgment to deti rmine the 
necessity of my proceeding to the site of the case myself, or framing my report from tliat of the Overseers or other 
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Establishiijont ; it of course being understood limt if a Afagistmle tliinks proper to decide a ease himself at once 
that then* is no necessity for bis referring it to me. 

12th. Lastly, I should wisli that the Magihlmtes may be reqiU'sttjd to refrain from granting licenses to de])OHit 
building iniiterials in tin* Streets and enclose portions of tin* publick Hoad, until the several [Editions on the subject have 
heeii referred to me for n*port. The reason of this is. that many people obtain lieensi s for h)ng p«‘riods, obstruct the Strirts 
vvliile delaying their huildiiigs, and obtain a second license when tin* ;;\lagislrate has forgotten that he had granted the 
fjrst. 

lllth. The First Regulation will cause iny authority to he respected, wliereas at present I have* not even tlie power of 
removing an Overseer from oin* Division to another, nor afTerting his salary iu any way, without a tedious form of eoni- 
plaint and investigation before the Lliief ^lagistrah* o*i a inatiiT which I may have myself already tlioroughly <‘xamined 
into. 

Mill. The Second and Third w'ill, in addition to the above, expedite husini'ss l>v (‘nabling me to dispose of eases in the 
quickest inamier, and leave nn* leisnn* to attend lothedireet duties of my sujMTimeiideiiey. 

loth. I do not know whether the last may Ik* considered likely to delay [nisiiu‘ss, hut I helic've that it will tend to 
prevent unneci's.sary ohstructions in the Streets. 

Kith. I trust lliat tin* propositions herein eoiitained may not he deemed uiir(‘asoiiahh‘, as they are not intemled in any 
way to siijUTsede tlio eonlronl exercised hy tlie(’hief Magistrate over the Police Eslahlisliineiit in all Departimmts, hut are 
merely desired to faeilitate husiuess and render my superinlemleney mon* enVM tiial, hy removing the necessity of constant 
reference to superior authority in minor matters, which cannot he necessary if that conndence can ]>e placed in iny <lis- 
en'tion whieii 1 might naturally expect my situation iu the servin* to obtain for me, although not endued with ]\Jagisterial 
authority. 

17lh. In eonelusion, I beg leave to quote the 53rd paragrapli, and .*)lh section of .'i/tli paragraph of .Air. ArFarlau s 
Letter to the address of iMr. Mangles, Secretary to Government, (late<l 12th May, 1835. The tornier of which shews that the 
Government granted an Kngineer DlVu er in the Conservaney Department on the uruh rstandijig that he was to h<; on the 
same footing in the ('on.ser\am*y Department that the Siiperiiilendent of Police was in his; and the second shews that the 
Magistrates were to he relieved from all “Executive functions," ui interforenec wth the Exetmtivt* Estahlishmenl in (he 
Conservancy Department; wiiereas the stress laid on the “ talent and energy (►f the highly qualilitd*’ description of Oiheer 
called for, compared with the very limited authority conceded to me even in the secondary duty of “ training S<*aven- 
gers," would seem now to imply that while an Engineer had Im'cu granted hy the Governnieiii, the (jiia!iti(‘s r(‘(]nin’d lia<l 
not been ohtaiin’d. I need hardly say that 1 f<*t*l my situation iimler th<‘S(' eireumstances not only unpleasant, hut one m 
which 1 do not believe it was the intention of Government to place me. 

(Shpint) W. ABEHC'H()?1HIE, IJruf. 

Supf. l\(KuU\ (’otusvrvunrii, ukd VMivic Works. 

Calcutta, (\th April, 1837- 

Extract of a Letter dated Vlth Maf/y 1335, fa/ Mr. M'l'arfau to the address of Mr. Ma?fptes, Seerefar// to Cocer7metd, 

‘■53rd. The sum Ihu.s saved should go to constitute tin; Salary, or part of it, of an able Engineer Ollieer, to he vested 
with the entire executive JManageiiient of the large Gons<‘rvaney estuhlishinent now maintained — tins Ollieer aeling as 
Captain St»‘el docs, under the general eonlronl of the Chief jMagislrate.’' 

“ .57lh. — 5th. Sec. Tlie desirableness of separating the* Judicial from tin* Executive functions, seems to he admith'd on 
all hatids. The <*hief (lursuits of jMagistrates are, or ought to he, v«*ry diJVeri‘nt from those eonneeled with drilling 
Watchmen, or training Si-avengers. In tin* ease of Air. Trower and myself we cau only give (larthil and uncertain atten- 
tion to the detail.s of the Executive hraneh of tin* Puhliek duty. IMr. Trower giv<‘s allendanee for only two days in each 
week, and I, thougdi I attend daily, am liable at all tiiin's to he ealh.*d away to the eoiisiiieralion of some important 
matter that pn-sses urgently at the lime, I think that I am justified iu expeetiiig a great improvement to result to the 
eleanliiiess of the Town, from the exclusive application of the talent and energy of aji highly qualified Olfieer to tliis par- 
ticular branch of duty." 

(True Extract) 

(Siyued) . W. ABKHCROMBIK, 2nd Lieut. 

Supt. Roads, Comervane/p and Vublick Works. 


CAliCUTTA, 

{\th Apr it, j837* 
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At a Meeting oj the Magistraiefi, held at the Police Office, on Saturday, the 

9,dth April, 1837 , 


Pres«‘nt, — 

D. JVrFAKLAN, Esq. C. K. RoniftON, Ksq. 

W. C. Elaquikkk, Ksq. hikI 

A. St. L. JM'Mauon, Esq. P. 0‘ Hanlon, E.sq. 

Read Lieulenant Ahererombic's Papers on the subject of the Conservancy Establishment, dated the Hth April, in- 
stant. riie following Resolutions on the speeifick points adverted to in the 8th paragraph are passed and recorded : — 

Paha. 8th. request that I may be placed in charge The Magistrates resolve, that this requisition is at vari- 
“ of iny appointment ; tliat is, that 1 may have the same ance with the Law. 

‘S’ontroul over the Conservancy Establishment, that the 

“ .Superintendent of Police has over the Police of the Town.” “33rd. Geo. 3rd. cap. 52, § 158.’‘ 

• 

•* And, whereas by an Act of tlu‘ first year of the reign of 
“ His late Maji’sty King George the First entitled an Act for 
“making the Laws for repairing the Highways more effee- 
“ tual, provision w'as made for autliori/dng Justices of the 
“ Peace in Cities and IMarket Towns, at their General or 
“ Quarter Sessions to appoint Scavengers for ch^aning and 
“ repairing the Streets of the same, and to raise money by 
“ Assessments, for defraying the expenses thereof. And wherc- 
“ as by an Act passed in the seventh year of the reign of 
“ His present JMajesty, to amend and reduce into one Act 
'' tht* Statutes for the amendment and preservation of the 
“J’ltblick Highways, it was enacted, that the said recited 
“ Act of the first year of King George the First should be 
• “repealed. And, whereas it is essentially necessary for the 

“health, as well as for the security, comfort, and convenience 
“ of llu* Inhabitants of the Towms and Factorie.s of Calcutta, 
“MadravS, and Bombay, in the East Iinlies, that the .Streets 
“ therein should be regularly and elTectually cleansed, watch- 
“ed, and repain*d ; lie it thereof enacted, that it shall and 
“ may Iw; lawful to and for the Justices of the Peace within 
“ or for the Presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. (Jeorge, and 
“ Bombay respeclividy, for tin; lime being, or the major part 
“ of them from time to time assembled at their ( Jeneral and 
“ Quarter Sessions, to appoint Scavengers for cleansing the 
“ Streets of the said Towns or Factorii'S of Calcutta, Madras, 
*^^Bnd Bombay, respi'ctively, and to nominate and ap^Kiiiit 
“ such persons as they sliall think fit on that liehalf, and also 
“ to order the watching and repairing of the Streets therein 
“ as they respectively shall judge necessary, A:c". 

The Chief Magistrate further remarks that it is inconsistent with the U tter of the Ri‘Solutiona of Government of the 
12th OetolKT, 18.30, Para. 21st ; hut that he nevertheless conceives that the request is just and projicr, and that the Law 
should be altered, as well as the Resolutions of Government. 
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Otli. I request lljal nil tl)e Conservaney Eslab- 
lishment may be [)ljiee(l romplelrly luider my coiitroiil, with 
the same powers of (‘iitcrlJiiiinient and dismissal, reward 
and punisliment (except the Executive OHicer who is 
" appoinUnl by Governmeiil) that are ^rante<l to the Super- 
iiitend«*nt of Pol ice/’ 

Para. lOth. I also request that tliese Estaljlishments 
may in all eases report to me, ami tlmt they may have no 
farther eommunicatioii with the lAlnijistratea than is neees- 
“ sary in their jjdvirjf; evidence beforij them.'’ 

Paua. 11th. *• 1 also request that Petitions presented 
to the i\Ia^d.strates re<juiring referejico in their opinion, 
may he referred nut to the Oversei-rs or Ehlaldishnienl, 
but direct to me for report, it being left to my own jndg- 
“ raent to determ in(‘ the necessity of my proceeding to tiu’ 
site of the ease myself, or framing jny r(‘|)ort from that of 
“ the Overseers or other Kslahlishinent ; it of course being 
understood that if a iAIugistrate tliinhs proja r to decitle a 
(‘{ISO Jiimself at once, that there is no necessily for his re-, 
“ ferring it to me.” 

Paha. ]*2th. Lastly, I .should wish that llie ]\lagis- 
trates may he requested to refrain fnmi granting Lieenses 
to deposit huildiiig iriaterials in Mn* »Stn'(‘ts and enelose 
portions of the Puhliek road, until tlie .s<‘veral Petitions 
** on the subject liave been referred to me for r(‘pi)rl : the 
“ reason of this is that many people obtain lieensef. for long 
“ periods, obstruct the Streets while delaying their buildings, 
“■ and obtain a second license wlum the iMagislrate has 
“ forgotten that he had granted the first.” 


Tlie same llesuluiion a|)plies to this request. 


The same Resolution applies to this r(‘qiiest. 


The .same Ib ^olution applies to this rer|uesl 


Tliesann* R4's<»lution applies lo this requc'Sl. 


The Chief ]\ragistrate remarks in addition, that the kind of IVtitions alluded to, should he bethT defined. A custom 
has crept in, by which many l*(*titioiis are presented to tlie Magistrate which need net he so [iresenled. A piM-son 
building on the edge of a Road or Liine applies to the Magistrate to mark the line for him. It weius clear to tlie Chief 
Alagistrate that llio ajiplication might l>e made at onee to the Suprintemieiit and disposed of by him. In the same man- 
ner by a slight alteration of the l^aw, the executive administration of granting licenses to deposit building materials on 
the Roads might he left entirely in the hands of the SufKTintendent, infractions of the Law only being brought before the 
3Iagistrates for trial. 

(S{gnptfj D. M^FAULAN, 

Chirf Mauhtrate, 


Having in(|uired of i^lesMis. Rhiquiens IM^Malion, and Robison if they would sign this Paper, they declined doing 
so. and stated (hat they thought it sunieient if the pur|K>rt of it were eomiiiunicated to Lieut. Abercrombie. 

IMr. 0* Hanlon is ahsent from ill health. 

♦ {Signed) H. C, WATTS, 

im Mag, 1837. 

Jiidirfni Department,) 

\\{)th Mag, 1 H; 17 . j' 

(Tnle Copies,) R. D. MANGLES, 

Sec. to the Govt of Bengal 
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Z. 24 . 

A on the Conscrmnnj nj the Toivji^ hif L/ieut. Ahercromhi(\ *snhnutted to 

Government through the Chief Magistrate. 


To 11. D. MANGLES, ESQ. 

SccTdari/ to the Govmiment of Bengal. 

SiH, 

T have Iho lioiiour to forward a Report by Lieutenant AtHTeroinbic on the Conservancy of the Town. This 
RefM)rl is ratli(‘r and 1 am unwilling to lengthen it by detailed remarks ; I have however taken the liberty to insert 
in red ink a few short notices in tin* margin of the K(‘port. These remarks have been seen by Lieutenant Abercrombie. 

Ill general 1 think the suggestions of Lieutenant A Ixmombie entitled to consideration, and accordingly submit 
tli(‘in. 


(\\Lei!T'IA PoMCK OkI ICK 

:ii,v/ Vo/A I tin;. 


I have, &c. 

(Signal) 1). iAl'FARLAN, 

Chief Marjistrafe. 


SiH. 


To D, M‘FARLAN, ESQ., 

Chiff Mafjiafmfv. 


I Imvi* the honour to recjuest your forwarding the accompanying Letter, No. J, dalt'd 23d May, 1837, to the 
address of R. 1). Mainjles, Esq. for submission to the Governour of Bengal. 


I trust that iMr. I^Tangles’ Letter of llie ’ilkl instant, received to-day, will not prevent the forwarding of mine, which 
ha.s been some time drafted, and lias b(’en delayt'd in the copying, although the first part of my Letter applies to tin? 
Ih'port whieh was .submitted by you to the consideration of the Magistrates, and on which nothing will he deeiiled by Go- 
vernment until they have received tht» H(‘port of the Committee of Municipal Inquiry. It is still expedient that it should 
be sent on, as I cannot remember having had an op|)ortunity of explaining to the Committee the details therein eon- 
taijKHl, winch wore nspiired to accompany my Kcqiort when sent to GoviTiiment, although net necessary lobe attached to 
it before it had left the Police OlTice. 


In the latter part of my Letter I have drawn up a Report I was desired to make out by the Right Honourable the 
Governour, with as little delay as possible, on my being afipointed to iny pr(‘s<'ut situation. 


Cauujtta, 
211/4 3%, 1837^ 


I Lave, &c. 

(.Signed) W. ABERCBOJIBIE, UeuL 

Supt. Hoads, CoHservaneg, and VttUick f l arks. 
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Sin, 


To R. D. maxglj:s, esq. 

isecrctart/ to the Government of Bengal. 

Cnlenttn, Mag, 

Having since my ap{)ointmcnt to the sup(‘rint(‘ndt?nco of Conservancy in Calcutta, found it impossible in 
the situation in which I stand in the Department to carry on the duties of iny Office in what I slioiild consider an 
efficient manner, I forwarded to the Chief iMagistrate, on the (ith ultimo, a Report on the Executive Management of the 
Conservancy in Cah'Utta, in which I stated ray objections to the present system of management, with the amendments 
I thought required: these amendments were by Air. Al'Farlan submitted for the consideration of the other Alagis- 
trates, and owing to their opposition, rejected. I have reason to believe that the C^liief Alugistrate, who is more roii- 
cerned in tlieni than any otlier, is rather favounibly disposed towards them : under thesi; circumstances, 1 am under the 
nwessity of coming before His Excellency the Cioveriiour of Bengal, whose attention to my remarks I respectfully solicit. 

2. By tlie Hesoliition of (»overnm<'nt, dated 12th October, 1830, it appears on the 2lst parngrapli, that it is 
expected by the Goveriiour General in Council that the duties of the Conservancy will continue as heretofore to receive 
the especial attention of thepiTson holding the office of Chief Magistrate, and that In* will exercise an active and personal 
superintendence ov< r the Establishment kept up. The Chief Magistrate's Letter, however, to your addre.ss, of 1 2th Aluy, 

in paragr.i()h .13, and section Ti paragraph r>7, slates the desirableness of separating the Judicial fnnn the 
Executive functions, and applies for an Officer of Engineers for the sole pijr[)ose of performing the latter, under his general 
controul, and to be ve.sted with this management in the same manner as Captain Steel. The Rth paragraph of the above 
Resolutions shews that the Superintendent of Police, “ a Alilitary Officer, not a Magistrate,” had the power of enterlaln- 
inent and dismissal over all his Kslahlishnicnt, European and Native, not appointed by Government. Aiy appointment 
to the supi'rintendeiici* of Conservancy was owing to tlie Chief Afagistrate's application above numtioned. 

3. Under the present system of management, not only does the Superintendent of Conservancy not possess the powers 

mentioned aboM , but a considerable portion of the Conservancy Establishment are not under 
his orders at all. Those I chiefly allude to, are a set of men cail<*d the Conservancy Sirkars, of 

whom there are tw'eiity allowed, each having a Peon. These pc'oph* are entrusted with the pre- 
servation of the puhliek thoroughfares from encroachment, and all eases of eneroaehnu*iit they 
choose to report, they report to the Alagistrates, under whoso eoiitroul llu'y are, and to whom they 

are responsible. Reports of repairs required llsey of course make to me. This reporting to the Alagistrates, when it occur- 
red ill Police erases, it would ajjpear from No. ^ of the formerly quoted Resolutions of Govermneiil, was considered as 
liable to entail on them an unnoecssary degree of trouble; their reli<*f from which, by the Superiiiiendent of Police, was 
considered an advantage. Under the Clii(*f Alagislrate’s reeoimnendation that tlie re(|uired SupcTiiitendeiit of C>()n,ser- 

vaney he on the same footing as tJie Superintendent of Police, I refer tills remark, by analogy, to the Conservancy 

DepartiiK'iit. 

4. In addition to the above Eslahlishment, who are independent of me in every way, the Overseers— the Scavi'Ugers 

wlio have the direct charge of the cleanliness of the Town in their Divisions, to effect an improvement in whie*h tlie Chief 
Alagislrate most especially (h‘sired the controul of an Engineer Officer — make many rejiorls to the Alagistrates, without any 
reference to me ; many of which reports are decided without my l>eing ever made aware of the cause of complaint ; some 
arc referred to me by the Alagistrates for my opinion, and in nine cas<‘s out of ten 1 view the lo(*nIity. I do this out of defer- 
ence to the Alagistrates, though I could frequently determine the matter as well at my own desk as on the site of the report ; 
and did I do so, would have lime in tlie morning to inspirt thew'orks su])posed to be in progress under my superinteiidem*!*, 
instead of being fully employed in marking out entrances over Drains to Native Huts, in which the experience of the 
Overseers miglit well he made available. ^ 

5. Of the Reports that are referred to me, on which I give opinion, I have no means of knowing whether my opinions 

are acted upon or over-ruled — there is a separate Office in the Police Eslahlishment called the 
asulmvir'^ Judicial Conservancy Office?, through which 1 rt?ceive the references, and in wliich Office they 

{Sd,) D. aM*!*'. arj. (lejjosited by the Alagistrates after U'ing determined upon. In many instances the cases 
sent me do not bear oven the common courtesy of the Magistrate's signatures, but arc ^Urue copies" certified by a Native 
Clerk, or East Indian writer. 

6. I have more than once found (?onsiderable iiiconvcniciiec from the orders of a Alagislrate loan Overseer clashing 
With mine, and it is, in fact, impossible that business can be properly carried on when the Eyocutive Department are liable to 


Proiiriscd to lM*alnili*jlnMl, 
Clort Maj'istMtr’'. 
iiunihil Ur])orU ul 

ami IKU. — 

{iid.) D. M'Fahi.an, 

c. M. 
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contradictory orders from different persons. I submit, tliat under the circumstances above detailed, I liave not the superiu. 
tendence of the Conservancy to llie extent, that there is reason to believe, it was the intention of Government to confide to me. 

7* In my Report to the Chief i\lji^dstrate, referred by him to the other Magistrates, I stah^d the propriety of 

Licenses to enclose iwrtions of road not ln'ing granted witliout reference to me. In looking over the 
Bye-Laws of the Town, I find that by the Jlth Section of the Bye-Law, registered in the Supreme Court, 25th Novem. 
her, 1780, and cancelled by Government on 8th January, 17 ^* 1 , those Licenses were granUnl by the Siipcrinti'ndont of 
Roads, or Surveyor as he was tlu'ii called. I believe it would prevent unnecessary encruachmciit were these Licenses again 
I think so. subjected to the conlroul of the Superintendent, and granted by him. I have had the siiperin- 

(Sil.) D. M 1 AuiAN. i^oads before receiving charge of those in Calcutta, and certainly before coming here, 

sliould have felt surprise at any jMagistratc granting a License to oncroacJi tcni[)orarily on them, while they were under 


my charge. I cannot see the necessity for it liere ; and under the support of the old Bye-Law, Avould submit, that it was 
not ahvays considered necessary. 

8. I hav(i thus staU^l what I consider objectionable in the present Executive Management of the ConsorA'ancy : the 

remedies 1 have already proposed in the Report submitted to the Magistrates, which, as I uiider- 

(Sd.) 1). M ■ i' \ ni AN, .stand it to Im^ tln^ intention of Mr. M'Farlan to forward it to Government, I need not reiieat here 
CliK-l lotlor , . . . .. J 

ol l irh iMav, iN'ij. — their 4?ITect would he to vest the .SuptTiiitendcnt of Conservancy, “ with the entire Executive 

Management of the large Conserviiney Establishment now maintained.'* 

1). These remcelies the ordinary Magistral’s liave objected to on tlie ground of tlu ir illegality, as they are opposed 
to the letter of the Act of Parliament 38 (ieo. iJd Chap. .52, Sec. 158; these olijcctions are the more exlraonlinary, that 
they do not a}>pear to have been urged before, Avheii the provisions of that Section avctc set aside, as far as regarded the 
Avatching of the Town, by the Government Re.solutions of 12lh October, 1830, by Avhich the appointment of Watching 
Establislniicnt was vcsti’d in the Superintendent of Police, a IRilitary Olliccr, not a Magistrate. I cannot however recognize 
the validity of these obj<‘cti()ii8,.even upon their legality. The Act 28, Geo. 2d appoints the (tovernour, or President and 
Coiirn il of Fort William the Justices of the Peace for the ScUleinont ; the Governour in Coiiiieil is therefore perfectly 
compehnt to approve of Scavong<r.s appointed by Mic Superintendent of Conservancy ; and it appears tome, tliat it is not 
fi»r a ]\Iagistrate of Caleulta to say, that the Governour in Conned shall not approve of the appointment of Scavengers in the 
same manner that he does of Constables, &c, in<rlud(?d in the Police Establishment — a watch of the Towrn ; that is, tliat ho 
is not as competent to allow tbe Suiicrint<‘rident of Conservancy to appoint and dismiss Scavengers, as he is to allow the 
iSiiperinteiideiit of Police to appoint n rid dismiss Constables. 

10. In addition to this, I am very certain that none of the present Scavengers were appointed in Quarter Sessions. 
Allowing that .sonu‘ of them Avere, others have l)e<‘n ap]H>iritcd by the present Chief iMagislrale, without reference to the 
other Magistrates, and continue to hold their .situations Avitliout the legality of their tenure being Questioned. I did not 
<‘Xpoct the IVIagisIrates, when my Report Avas submitted to them, to notice this proposition at all, considering it one Avith 
AA'hich they had no coneern— lh<; appointment of Scavengers resting with the Chief Magistrate, by Government Orders, 
Avith no more reference to the Act of Parliament than I ask in transferring the powcir of ap|>ointment to me. I merely 
expected their dcterniinatioii regarding the manner in Avliich they Avould iwivo Conservancy Rcjmrls, and grant licenses. 

11. Respecting tin* receiving Reports, — I urulerstand the P.lagistrates look upon me as an OfTicer unknown to the 


laAv; this has not prevented continual references being made to me, at the same lime, it slimvs the expediency of my 
being pla(’ed on a more decided fooling, and my duties and responsibility being mon.* distinctly defined than at present. 

12. Regarding the Establishmcnl as maintained at present, and the iiiiproyeincnts to Avhich it is liable, I for. 

Chirf Ma^'istrute’s letter warded the other day a Report to the Chief Magistrate, Avhich has been .submitted to Oovenu 

meut : the only Establishment not noticed in that Report, are the Strand and Esplanade Establish- 
ih%.nuJj‘ *“ alterations app-ar necessary. 

13. Tlie Europeans under my orders consist of an Executive Oflieer, six Overseers, or Scavengers, and one Light- 
ting and Wateruig Overseer. 

14. The Executive Officer is employed in eonstructiug and repairing Drains and other works in the Town ; he also 
lays down the material on the Eoads, which is brought from the Depots by the Ilaekery Contractor, and charges the ex- 
pense of so doing;— all his bills are passed by me, and it is considered part of my duty to sec that his work is proja-rly exe- 
cuted, and with good materials. On the Roads, his duty merely consists in laying down the material given him, except in 
the Strand Division and on the Esplanade ; he is not to look to the goodness or badness of it, but is merely to lay it down 
properly. The Road material is supposed to be received by the Superintendent, and delivered over, to the Exwmlive 
Officer, as there is no other European attached to these Roads ; the material is of course actually received and delivered at 
the several Depots by the Native Establishment .—herein is an anpmaly, which I am surprised should not have struck 
any of the Conservancy authorities. A separate Superintendent is required to inspect the work performed by the Exe- 
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cutive Oflicer in Building, on the principle, that a man should not give the final report on his own work. On the Roads^ 
however, the Superintendent provides tlie material himself, wliidi is merely laid on th^Road by tlie Executive Ollieer- 
For my own credit I must say, that on joining the oflicc* I r<‘quested the Executive Officer to rejeia bad material, which 
he consented to do. The SupiTintendent receives the Khoa material from a Contractor, who has agreed to furnish a cer- 
tain supply for a certain numlxT of years. 

J5. Regarding the mode of measuring the Kho^, which at present is viiry faulty, I have already sent a report 

(fOverninent, recommending the construction of Pucka Reservoirs, tlie outlay for which 

aildivs:* of K. 1)/ Man- will I trust be sanctioned, 
glcs, Ksq. 

Id. Of the Overseers or Scavengers, four of them have charge of four Divisions of the Town, divided ns the Police 
Divisions, with the StrarnI and Esplanade cut off: these four arc rcsponsihle for the cleanliness of their Divisions, and 
bring to the notice of the iMagistrates offences under the Bye-Law of IHl 4, as far as it relates to the Coijs(;rvaiioy. Tliey 
have been placed uiolcr my ordtTs, and as far as the expenditure of niom^y is coiieerned, are niider my coiitroul ; two of 
them have charge of the Gowkhannas, in addition to their Divisions, and have to fc(*d and take care of the Cattle, as 
well as repair Carts, &c. 

17 . Another has charge of tlui Esplanade, and is Conservancy Constable: be also lays down the material on tlie 
Esplanade Roads, with wliich, in ordinary cases, the Executive Officer has no concern. 

18. AnothcT has charge of the Strand Division, whicli extends from the Strand Road to Clive Street, Tank Square, 
and Durmahatta Street; he has the scavengering of the Division, and also the Hiver scavengering, or Establisluncnt for 
sinking bodies and filth ; be also has charge of the Roads in his Division, and provides the material himself, not through the 
Contractor, for the remainder of the Town. 


]!). This Overseer, also, for the duty of landing stone ballast from ships, and preparing it as material for Roads in 
any part of the Town. 

20. The remaining Overseer is ov^t the Watering and Lighting, in tlie Watering Department ; he nien ly has charge 
of the Esplaimdi*, Chowringhce Road, and Chitpore Road, as far as tlie Aiiiiediict eKtciids. Tli(‘ oilier Overseers, excepting 
two, have charge generally of the Watering in their Divisions. Of lliese*, one in charge of tin* Sontli (Towkhaniia, was 
allowed to give up charge of the watering; and the other, the Esplanade Overseer, does duty as Muster Master, iitteniling 
the musters in the morning, whicli lake place of all the Coii.scrvancy Working Establislinn'iit on the (’ircular Road, at the 
end of Alochowa Bazar Street for the two Northern Divisions ; and at thei\IoulRlli Durga for the two Southern Divisions ; 
the Strand and Esplanade Establishments muster by themselves. 

21. I\Iy Ib'jiort on the manner of obtaining the Conservancy Native Executive Establishment, is already before 

Government. 

22. I am aware that the Fever Hospital Committee now sitting, have made it a portion of their inquiry, to 
ascertain bow far it might be practicable to introduce the system of scavengering by contract into Cah-utta, which has 
been found to succeed so well in Great Britain. The system of contract the Committei* Iiavt‘ in view, is intended, 
1 imagine, to be made and carried into effect, under the auspices of (UTtain Government servants, or persons under the 
controul of Government, while superintending the operation of the contract, whether Police Magistrates, or a Board of 
Conservancy or Health. 

21. Unless these contracts w^ro entered into with men possessing considemble capital, or command of money, 
I do not see how they could be carried into effect ; and I think it very doubtful that Natives of respirtability would 
accept such contracts. That a European with money would enter into such a speculation, when there are so many better 
openings in a place like Calcutta, daily increasing in comnuTcial prosperity, it appears to me preposterous to suppose. There 
is no inaiinging a contract with a Native, unless a large deposit of money be obtained from him — the Khoa Contractor for 
Calcutta deiwsits a sum of six thousand (Sa. Rs. Sicca Rupees. Now a contractor for a Division of Calcutta would 

be reciuired not only to deposit his security, but to expend at once about six thousand rupees in Carls, Cattle, and SheIt(T, 
in addition to his advanc(*s and monthly expenses. 1 state this under tlie idea that the contrai't sysU in is to provide for 
the cleanliness of the Tow'ii in a more eflieieiit manner than is done at present. If the old system of Bengal h*e Hackeries 
and broken- winded Bullocks is to 1 h‘ reverted to, there will doubtless bo many competitors for the contract ; but the 
Streets will again liecooie the receptacles of half the filth taken from the Drains, and the reciprocal receivers of each 
others dirt. 

24. The reason that these contracts have succce<icd in England is, that tlie refuse and dirt of Towns in that 
country are so very valuable; but of what value are they here ? Little or no manure is used in the surrounding 
cultivation, and it frequently happens that there is a difficulty in obtaining places for the deposit of Town Dirt and 
Rubbish a considerable portion is thrown into the River, and where this cannot be conveniently done, the Contractor will 
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call on tlie Consomncy or Government authorities to point out places in wliich he is to deposit the dirt ho has 
stipulated to remove. 

25. The above are mere opinions on the probable success of an untried scheme. If, after mature consideration, a Com- 
mittee who liave collected a mass of evidence concerning the Conservancy of the Town, recommend its ex pc‘ri menial adop. 
tionby Government, I am of opinion that the experiment slioiild be tried ; the necessity, ho wcwor, of vesimg th(^ controulling 
body with a discretionary authority, similar to that granted to Commissioners under the Act r>7, Geo. III. or “Londem Street 
Act,'* Chap. 20, Sec. 110, for compounding for breaches of contract, will be apparent. 

2(i. Were this contract sysh'ni, and other Conservancy measures proposed to be adopted, under the entin* Municipal 
controul of the Citizens, independent of Government influence, I should propose that, llmt conlroul should at first be made 
experimental in a Division of the Town, in wliich the inhabitants sliould agree to take it. i\ly own opinion is, that the 
Kuropean Community of Calcutta have not yet attained a sufficiently permanent state of existence to <*na hie them to 
exiTcis(‘ an efficient controul in Municipal self-government. Among the Natives of the country, East Indians, IMussulmans, 
or Hindoos, then? is uiidouhteclly much talent to lie found, hut I do not believe that a luindn.'d years of Hrifisli rule hare 
imparted to tlieni that energy which would be found necessary to uphold Institutions copied in principle from British 
examples. 


27- At the? same time it does not appear that the inhabitants themselves are particularly anxious to a(*quire I\Iuni- 
eipal s(‘lf. controul : a few inhabitants, who may lx* found taking theh^ad at Publick Meetings, and dictating the Resolutions 
that are thiTcin to he* passed, may desire it for their self-aggrandizenicnt ; but I do not believe that the generality of the 
Community desire tlieir attention to hi? distracted from their more immediate conc(*rns. The n‘al controulling powiT be- 
ing thus inellb-icnl, I would ask, wdiat substitute could lie obtaiik^d for the vigilant surveillance exercised [)y Governmeiit 


over their Kstahlishnicnt. 

28. The coiistilution of the ]\Iunicipal Committi'c will shew that the Publick take little in tcrrsl in the important 
iiHiuiries making by tliat Committee; Jill tin* Kuropean mcmliers except two, are salaried servants of the State; the va- 
eaney oicasioncd by the departure for England of ]\Ir. Rogers, w’as with difliculty filled up, and it was also with diffi- 
culty that a salaried Secretary to the Committee could lie obtaiin^d. Tlie Natives appear more interested than the Euro- 
peans, but tliey will not be (‘iitrusted wilb separate controul. 

29. It appi’ars to nio, that it vvould be more likely to proiliiee a feasible plan for the Municipal Improvement of the 
Tosvii , were those piTsons whose duty it is to provide or suggest such improv ement, under the knowUnlge that every Eiir/>|»eau 
inhahitaiit of British India arrives in the country with the idea and hope of ri'visiting his Native land with eonipetenee 
or wealth; and also, considering the nature of the Government of the country, to fouml their plans of improvement on 
examples, which have succeeded in States whose Government approximates more in cliaracterto that of British India than 
that of Great Britain itself, and whose inhabitants are more under the influence of that centralizing system which in 
( -alcutta produces a cry on the Government for sueeonr, on every occurrence of tiir least unusual nature.’* The cleanest and 
best organized Towns on the continent of Enrop<! might be selected ns examples, and inquiries made* into their i\I unieipnl ar- 
rangements the Governnu^nt could raaterially assist tliis inquiry by the purchase of books in which detailed accounts of 


ConstTvancy improvements, Ac. are given. 

30. To return to tluf European Conservancy Establishment in Calcutta-~I tliink the Government will, without 
further explanation, umb*rstand, that the superintendence of the Roads, 120 miles in length, /uiit 
oFjlim not been vromrhi morided for,* The Establishment I w^ould recommend in lien, is as follows— 


♦The roiitls aro vory m*0(l 

forft'fown. not hrcti propdvltf provided for* 

* A Superintendent with full powers over all the Establishment, except the Executive offices. 


(Sil.) D. M ‘ FaivLan. 


An Executive Officer for Buildings, t 


j* Krpt lo this ttlom* on 
its picsnit fooling hi* would 
Tiot havo rnough to do. 
Were tho wlioTc uublit'k. 
buildings udded, tuo pluti 
might UUN\UT. 

(.Sd.) 1). M 

^ 1 think this hardly iu*> 
ccssary. (Sil.) U. M‘F. 


Tw^o Overseers in charge of Gowkbannas. § 

Four Scavengers, who will each have cliarge of a Division of the Town, divided exactly as 
the Roliee Division, including the Esplanade, and iiortioiis of the Strand Road now cut off. 
Two Road Overseers, each to have half of the Tow'ii, ami superintend the landing and breaking 
of Stone Ballast in his Division, as well as tlie repairs of roads w^ith Khoa or Stone. 

31. The diili(!S of the Scavengers will he tlie cleaning of tho different Divisions under their 


charge, and the prevention of nuisances and encroachments in the Drains. 

The Road Overseers will receive the Road material approved by the Superintendent, who employs an Establishment 
for the pur{K)se of examining and measuring it at the Depots— they will prevent the road.ways being obstructed by rub. 
bish or dirt, and also put a stop to encroachments— the Scavengers and Overseers will report all matters to the Superin. 
tendent, and cases requiring investigation will lie forwarded to the Chief Magistrate, or other authority provided. 
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The present Establishment consists of Co\i. Rs» As. p. 

Mr. Statham, Esplanade^ ]04 B 0 

Mr. Clark^ Strand^ . . 168 8 0 

Mr. McCulloch, Lower North Division and Gowkhauna, 177 13 10 

Mr. Green, Up|)or South Division and ditto, 167 3 2 

Mr. Tweedale, Upper North Division, 146 8 3 

IMr. Campbell, Lower South Division, 146 8 3 

Mr. Siret, Watering and Lighting, 73 5 16 


Total, . 

Add to this the new Overseer proposiKl 
Total, 


984 7 4 

100 0 0 


1084 7 4 


32. In the above I have included in the Salcries, the watering allowance of 16 rupees a month, allowed to certain 


In ray rrmirt of 
Frbruan, 1^7, forwanlcd 
w 1 f li the V 1» irf M a^isf rate 'h 
letter of the 2Wth ultimo, I 
lind I have proposed plae- 
iufT the repairs of the 
Krmds nuiler the Seaven- 
gers ; this would he an im- 
pn)\i’iiieiit ou the present 
6\steui, hut w'oiiLd not 
answer with the alloralmn 
in the B>e Laws, suggest- 
ed ill a following part of 
Ihifi letter. If, us ram ahoiit 
to reronijnend, the B>o 
Laws he made more severe 
aud more explicit than at 
present, and the vii/orve- 
ment of their provtsinnn 
t/isialrd oUj the Seaveugers 
^\lll be fully enlplo^e<T m 
attending to their ’legiti- 
mate duty. 


Overs<‘crs for eight months in the year — present incumbents will of course nlain tbeir present 
Salaries, or at all events sustain no diminution. The new establislinient proposed by me would 
be as follows, 


2 Gowkhanna (Overseers, at 

» • • # 

KK) Rs. 

320 

2 Seaveng<*rs, at 

« • • • 

ItiO „ 

240 

2 Ditto, at 

.... 

100 „ 

200 

2 Road Overseers, at 

• • * 

100 „ 

320 



Total, Rs. 

1,080 


33. The proposed scale provides promotion among the Scavenge.rs, who may also look for- 
ward to the charge of a Gowklianna— .Gowkhanna Overseers, in additit)u to their salaries, arc 
cither providt‘d with free quarters or receive House rent. The Road Overs(‘(Ts, after tin* present 
incumbents (I would appoint Messrs. Clark and Stalbam) I w'ould recommend being selected 
from the Department of Publick Works, and not liable to dismissal by the Superintendent, ns they, 


in common with Overseers in the Department, couhl, wb<*n it w'hs found that they did not perform their duty elliciently 


under one officer, be sent to serve under another some few hundred miles distant. 


34. The Conservancy Sirkars that I JTieiitioned in the beginning of this hotter were formerly twenty, and now 
Indcpcndant of tlm per- Seventeen in number. Tlicse men being under nominal Magisterial eoniroul, are under no conlroul 
whatever; and they arc g<‘nerally believed to receive, in many portions of the, Town, tvmtributions 
(Sid.) D. M -Farlan. inhabitants, trebling and quadrupling their salaries; the cUVets of the system may be 

seen more plainly in the Chitpore Road and Burra Bazar, during the middle of the day, than at other places ; the Streets 
in those quarters are almost blocked up with temporary encroach ments. 


35. The Executive Officer is allowed eight Mat<‘ C<K)lies and twelve Peons, for superintending the measuring mate- 
rial for the Roads ; Messrs. Clark and Stathani arc allowed two Sirkars and four Peons, the expense of the whole is, 

17 Conservancy Sirkars, at Rs. 10 .. •. .. .. lyO 0 0 

20 Peons, at 5 .. .. •• .. 100 

8 Mate Coolies, .. ... •. •• •- ..32 


12 Road Peons, 

I Sirkar (Mr. Statham*8,) 

1 Ditto (Mr. Clark's,) 

4 Peons (Clark's and Statham’s,) 


(K) 

10 

6 

20 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total, Company's Rupees 398 0 0 


36. In lieu of these, I would propose eight Sirkars paid sufficiently, well to make tlie loss of their situations a thing 
to be avoided for the sake of the salary alone ; and the situation itself too valuable te be risked for a bribe. These Con- 
servancy Sirkars should be under the Superintendent, and report all nuisances and encroachments they observe — the Sca- 
vengers and Overseers being hardly sufficient to observe all ; to each Sirkar 1 would allow a Peon to assist him in his 
Division. 



( 88 ) 


37- To the Road Overseers I would allow caeh two Sirkars, to assist them in preparing stone material, and receiving 
kl:oa for diflereiit Roads, and the same number of Peons as at present allowed to the Executive Officers and Messrs. 
Stathain and (.Mark, between them. 

The expense would b(? p<ir !Menseni, 

... .. Rs. 240 0 0 

40 0 0 
40 0 0 
80 0 0 


8 Conservancy Sircars, at Rs. 30 
8 Ditto Peons, at . . 5 

4 Road Sirkars, at . . 10 

10 Ditto Peons, at . . 5 


Total Company's Rupees 400 U 0 


(’h ^il. Modifications I have herein proposed, will be found not to clash with those in my former Repri on the 
Establishment, but rather to carry them on, in as mueh ^ they relieve the Scavengers of certain 
Aldiuiy extra duties therein contemplated. I also therein proposed separate Overseers for the (lOwkhannas, 
without whom my plan would not be feasible ; and here I recommend, that in consideration of the increased number of 
pucka Roads in Calcutta, since the formation of the pwjscnt Establishment, that a more efficient superintendence should l»e 
provided, I do not wish my own Road ^Establishment to be altered — they were remodelled some time since, with the 
sanolion of the Chief iMagistrat**, after due consideration : they have wiven nje satisfaction, and have caused great 
improvement in the quality of the material measured at the Depots — this can be proved ; and as 
(Sd. D \ M 'Fatji.an. 1 have no favourites, I can but regret it, sh^mld my not wishing to dispense with the services of 
those with whom I am satisfied, be considered as savouring of favouritism, when 1 recommeJtd tiie 
removal of others ; as far as regards the nu^snriiig, I have no more confidence in my own people than in the other Estiu 
blislimcmt, but then, as 1 have bcfqre reported, no precautions are taken res|)ecting the measurement. 


39. Having thus rejiorted on the Conservancy Establishment, I beg leave to call his Excellency the Governour's 
attfiition to the existing Bye-Laws, for the iMuiiicip.d Government of Calcutta, in the Conservancy Department. 

40. The only law at present existing, is that of 2Hth Oclolicr, 1814; in it the only provision against nuiRaiice 
is in See. 2. and by it, any inhabitant of the Town may occasion whatever nuisance he pleases; and provided he 
removes it within four hours, he is beyond the operation of the law. The consequence of this laxity is, that the 
Streets are continually obstructed with dirt and rubbish — cart-loads of bricks, lime, and other goods are thrown on the 
Road opposite their destination, instead of being removed from the carts themselves to places where they are re- 
quired — broad Roads, opposite mer<*hants’ warelioiwes, are sometimes two-thirds covered over with casks— -horses and 
I'arriages are brought out of stables and washtid in tlic Publiek Streets, the latter frequently obstructing them completely 
when narrow, and always lea\iiig a de]X)sit of filth and dirty water, nobody being n-sponsible fur the nuisance, 
b(>cHUS(‘ nobody knows when the legal four hours commenced. 

41. The crimes of throwing dirt into the Streets and washing carriages in them, are nuisances never even 
re|)orted to the IMagistrates, and the practises have Ixjcome sanctioned by long usage, llie Scavengers' Establishment 
picking up what dirt they find on the Road, instead of applying to the inhabitants to throw into the carts 
what has accumulated in their houses. The consequence of this is, that in the Native parts of the Town, a 
year's filth is frequently collected in one house, and thrown out altogether on the occasion of a marriage or 
other festival ; and as Native marriages and festivals occur always at particular seasons, these internal periodical 
cleansings range throughout a whole district witliin a short space of time, and of course oi'cupy a much shorter 
]>eriod in throwing the dirt out into tin; Street, than Is required for its removal to a distance by the ScavengtTs* 
Establishment. 


42. That portion of the section which relates to Drains, has also become a dead letter. All over the Nati\'e 
Ialwa)j>tlioughiihatfh(sp parts of the Towii, Privies are built with their outlets on the Drains, and these Privies 
r.nairlo m being cleaned by their proprietors as seldom as possible, filth of the worst description 

p,.,.i,h.nont by Hno. and'.'log* up the only passages for the water-drainage of the Town. I have 

^ * seen many Privies opening out on Drains which border Streets; those on chains which 

Tlirsoarc piinLslmUc.and ruii between the dilTcrent collections of huts and buildings composing the Native parts of the 
!lirmw'b?»bown''iube'in'l Town, are nuWanros laid enough, but those on the very borders of the publiek Streets, are 
<?itc*^t'ial. surely too horrible instances of filthy abomination to bo allowed to remain, when once 

(Sd.) D. M Farlan. notice of Government. 
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♦ Sertiott. 

'I'ln're wiUi of 1‘Oiirsp prptil 
jralouBjr sliovn m- 

vPHtinK a Poliic with ilif 
power of invadiitf; priviifr 
prupcrtv. 

(Scl.j D. M'Faiii. \N. 


43. The Dniins are also continually cloggi'd witli cow-dung, especially during the rains, Avhen large masses 
that have been collected for sale or other purposes, hurst their hounds, and of course find their way to the Drains : these 
occasion more labour than any nuisance 1 know of : they frequently cannot he removed until they have been baked 
by the sun into a crust. 

44. There is one luiisarun^ which appears to have escaped the powers of this * Regulation altogether ; that is, the 
niimher of green, slimy receptacles of <iirty water in the Town, half hole, half tank ; tlieso are to 
he found in hundreds, and are occasioii(»d either by want of money to ct)mplete Tanks com- 
menct‘d, or by earth being removed to raist* the floors of huts and houses. The quantity of vegeta- 
tion and low jungle in the Native Town, is also uiinoti<'t‘d ; in fact, from the whole of the Regu- 
lation it appears, that so long as Draiim and Streets were kept free and clean, that no fartlier 

iheasures were dccint‘d necessary towards the preservation of piihliek liealth in the Town. 

45. With reforeiKfe to Sections 3 and 4, I am not aware of the existence of any balconies, rails, kv. ohst meting 
the passage of Streets ; there are many^picroaehing over, and impeding the passage and cleansing of the Drains, and many 
houses have spouts from the roofs, which throw a considerable volume of water during rain, much to the ineunvenicnee 
of passengers, and injury of the Road. In one or two places hay windows have been allowed. As to sliamhlcs and booths, 
they may Ik* seen in every Bazar of the T(»wn ; and while they are a source of profit and revenue to the Consi*rvaney 
Sirkars, may be expected to remain. In many narrow Stre(‘ts the stable ami other large doors opening outwards liloek 
the passage of tlie Street. 

46. Kneroachmeiits below high water mark in the river Hoogly have heeoine very common; so much so, that many 
of the inhabitants residing on the Strand consider tlu* space left by the periiKlieal r(‘lliix of tin* tidi*, as part of tlie 
pro})erty attacluMl to their houses. These encroach ments have lately attracted the notice and complaint of the Lot lory 
This I thir-k is a iniKtnke. ComiuitU^e, but having arisen, in the first instance, from a lie<*n.sc given by that Coniniitlee to 

CSd.) D. M'Faulan. deposit bamboos on a certain space West of the Strand Road, it is didieult to put a stop to tlicm : 
if however the penalties of tlie 4tli Section of the Bye-Law were enforced on some of the unlicensed olTciiders, I have* no 
doubt but that the encroachments could he lessened. 

47 . The provisions of Section 5 are gciit‘rally enforced, though there are many evident old encroachments in the 
Town which ought not to have been allowed, hut which now very properly cannot be removed, as they havi* exeivded 
the limit of tliree months. 

48. The evils above enumerated, have originated chiefly in the laxity of the Bye-Laws, and the utter ahsenee of 
co-operation between the Police and the Conservancy ; w’hile it has liecn the interest of the Copservaney Sirkars and 
Street-keepers to withhold from (he ilfagistrafes the knowledge of the existence of encroachments wliieh wi’n* to the 
Sirkars a profitable source of emolument. The i\fagistrates’ Law withheld from themselves the assistance of the Polici*, in 
chocking these encroachments. I complained of this want of assistance from tin? Police when I first joined my appoint- 
ment, and was told that to assist the Conservanev was not the business of the Poli(*e, who wen* to ath'iid to tli(‘ir own 

* . * 
duties;— the Thannadars under such general instructions, have of course always understood that it was not their interest to 

make enenrn's of the Cou8er\'ancy Sirkars, and that it was better for each class, si'parately, to enjoy its own opportunities 

of profit without iiiU*rferirig witli each other. 

49. 1 would not recommend a mere gen(*i*al order being given to the Police to assist the Conservancy Establish- 
ment, as a Native will always interj^ret a General Order his owni way ; but after making the alterations in the law, I shall 

hereafter specify, and allowing Slreet-kecpcrs of equal salaries, and consequently of (‘(jual consider- 
^'X*cinai ^ I® the Tlmnnadars, 1 would propose, that in all cases of residence, and also defined cases of 

(Sd.) D. M ‘I* ARLAN, nuisance and encroachment, that the StrwUkeepers should he autliorized to call upon the J’olice 
for assistance in causing the removal of nuisance, or prevention of attempted nuisance ; and also prevention of mieroach- 
menl ; the matter to lie reported to the Superintendent, and finally decided by the appointed Conservancy Judicial Autho- 
rity. Can any one give a reason that a nuisance, (a Conservancy nuisance, that is offensive filth, or a dead dog) should have 
legal possession of a Puhlick Road for four hours ? 

50. The alteration I would propose in Section 2 would be to strike out the word carriages,** and the words 

'"fur the space of four hours'* altogether from the first sentence. In the second sentence, 

commencing "Provided always,'* 1 would insert words to the eflect, that no license shall be 
given until the licensing authority be satisfied that "there is sufficient occasion for one; also that the 
license shall contain an injunction to owners of the land, &c. to wliom it is granted, and builders 
employed by him, to remove within four days after the expiring of the license, or expiring of its 
renewal, if renewed, all material contained within the bounds of the license, wliefher bricks. 


The four boure’ limiU- 
tion doeM not. in any reb|)ert 
apply to Hucli mnttors. It 
iH intended U> yrcure a man 
af^ainst puuiHhmont for 
keepinff bis rarriage wuit^ 
ins half an hour at his door. 
fSd.) D. M ' Faklan. 
At present it might bo 
refused ( 


I on that ground. 
(Sd.) D. M 'Far I r- 
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jumiids. or romny c<iii<.h 

llOJlX'lS. 

(Sd.) 1). M ‘ Fa I! I w. 


limo, &c. brought for building, or rubbish, &.o. thrown out during tho time of building or repair; this injunction being 
neglected, the owner and builders to be subjected to such penalty as the Oovernineiit shall determine; say, a fine Hot 
exceeding twenty Rupees a day, after the time allowed. I have above submitted to the consideration of Government, 
wliether the licenses shall be granteil by C^onservancy, Judicial, or Executive Authority. 

51. 1 had omitted to state, that this injunction attacfied to license had become necessary, on account of many own- 

ers and builders in Calcutta having conie to the conclusion, that it was the duty of the Scavengers* Establishment to 
Tlw rcmovc nihbish thrown out during their repair, building, &c. from the long impunity they have 

I'mdeMho^rr^^ enjoyed ill obstructing the Streets with rubbish, and their habit of seeing such rubbish removed by 

( sa.) 1). Si ‘ l \\. the Conservancy carts. The Right Honourable the Governour will understand, what a tax upon the 

time and labour of the Estnblishmcnt, the removal of this rubbish must be; and also how a driver (especially undef 
the present contract system) may be induct'd to hiave dirt on a Road, and remove rubbish from before the door of a man 
ricli enougli to repair or build a brick house, but suflicumtly willing to be saved the expense of carrying away the 
refuse material. 

52. 1 would also propose a separate Section or Clause (1 know not the technical application of the terms, but their 

irivdNhil) ni I hlb t) English iiieaniiig is suiriciently clear for this letter) in favour of carriage's, which might still be 

hiil(kis who liMVf ni»r rmn- allowed to remain four hours in one place, provided their contents W'ere not thrown down 

into the Strei't a!id left there ; and provided always, that they were not brought out into the 
Street to be wjishcd and cleaned. 

51.1. For the purpose of more (‘fTectually still providing against nuisance and dirt on the Roads, the Scavengers* 
Establishment should be organized ; this could bedonein continuation of my Rejiort forwarded through the Military Board— 
Iht' carts as well as coolies should bo arranged in squads, and apportioned to diflerent Districts in the Town ; each driver or 
maU^ driver, to be provided with a bell, on hearing whieh the inhabitants should bring out their dirt to deposit in the 
carts. On a severe enactment against nuisance ladng promulgated and enforced, the Native inhabi- 
iho^ not ttinls would sct' tilt* iiecessilty of adopting some more frequent system of cleaning than their 

) 1 ). M ‘ i'M<i <\ annual one, and would naturally be anxious to get rid of the dirt collected in their houses 

at once ; to admit of this, 1 do not doubt that the Government w^ould sanction the temporary 
hire of a numlw'r of extra carts. After the system had come into full operation, with the assistance of the Police, and the 
determined enforcement of the Law, in all cases of disobedience to its rules, I have little doubt but that the (-onservancy 
Establishment would be al>le of tliernselves to manage more eificicntly than at present, and that in a sliort time the calls 
upon the Police w^.uild iM'come infrequent. 

54. Instead of the line of four annas, now usually awarded to persons whose Privies have been allowed to empty 
tlienisclviis into the Drains, I would propose an order directing all such as have doors opiming out into Drains, to be at 
once closed with masonry, if the Privy be of masonry ; and destroyed altogether, if mi'rely of 
imperlyl mat*' I I'”"** if U*'" measure were folJowi!d up by the Establisliment of a few publiek Tatties 
(S,i.) i>. M'l’Ai!t,.is. <.i.ss.poyls, that tlio example set by Government would have (he elTwl of induring Imusc- 

keepers to open private cess-p(x>ls on their premises. 

.55. It would also occasion a great improvmcnt in the Conservancy of the Town, were proprietors of publiek 
Tatties required by a coercive enactment to dig ccss-pools within a certain |)eriod after the passing of the Act, and to clean 
them out at certain periods, or close them until decomposition had taken place, after they had become offensive ; also 
were no ikjw licx'nscs for publiek Tatties granted, but under the condition of cess-pools being dug. 

50. To put a stop to the nuisance of cow-dung falling into the Drains, which, with care might be preveuled, 
the provisions of the proposed amended Section would be sufficient, provided they were enforced. 

57- lit order to put down the existing encroachments under Sections 3 and 4, I see nothing better than a 
^ proclamation, informing the inhabitants that any encroachments of the nature therein specified, 

kC "ttm'uy'b* uxistiiig after a certain date, will be removed by the Conservancy Department j and that the 
(S.i.) u. m i’aklan. Si,p<>ri„tendpnt of Conservancy has the power of removing all such encroachments as obstruct 
the passage of the Road, (or Drains, being a portion of the road) or tend to injure it. 

68. I would also recommend a clause in fevour of balconies and sun-shades, provided they arc built not less than 
twelve feel from the ground ; they are really necessary in this climate, and common sense has joined with humanity 
in rendering the Bye-Law in operation against them. 

50. In order to bring Section 5 more efficiently into operation, I think it would be advisable to allow the 
head of the Executive Conservancy, the Superintendent, to give tite notice required; any inhabitant deeming such 
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notice unjust, having the option of appeal to tin* Judicial Conservancy; a Magistrate deciding a case, on which he 
has already issued a mandatory notice, apjx^ars in the situation of a judge and party in the mutter at the same time ; 
it was not thought expedient to allow an Executive* Ollieor to decide on his own work. 

60. The only measures for which I have nut proposed remedies^ are the slimy Tanks and low jungle. To say 

„ . , . , that the Town would he much lH*nefit<*d by filling up the first, and cutting down the latter, 

But liDW would i)C(»j)1p o r o 

roifijiiaiu under thus on< and that the latter might be used partly to fill up the former, is to say, what no one will deny; but 
privuio powers required to carry such measures into effect, including interference with the personal liber. 

{ sd.) D. M ‘ Fabi an. domostick et'onoiny of the inhabitants, are greater prolmbly than would be conceded to a body 

comjwsed merely of Magistmtes, in a Town in which every publick act is referred to the Ooverninont, and when the Go- 
vernment is supposed to be mixed up with every order, and to sanction every nw^asure. Here I think an example may be 
taken from the mcasun^s founded on the centralizing systems of eonlinental powers of Europe, and that an atithority may 
bo created with defined hut extensive powers, for the purpose of presiding over all Conservancy matters, and improving 
the publiek health of the Town. If these great powers were found not to he used in a more arbitrary manner, or 
to interfere mure with the domi*stiek economy of the citizen, than is the case in Towns in Great Britain, I cannot 
that any valid objection to them could he raised. 

61. The authority I allude to, is a Boanl of Conservancy and Health, to be composed of the Cliief Magistrate, 
Superintendent of Police, and other members as riMjuired, <*onsisting of I^Tedical men, Chemists and Geologists. 

Engineers, Merchants, and Tradesmen— attendance to be ensured by an adequate renumeration— 

iSrc how tins boars on 1 ho ... 

Finance quehlion. We want a majority to constitute a quorum— one of the members could act as Secretary, with a small 
additional remuneration— the Sui»erintendent of Conservancy to have a seat at the Board, 

( Sll . ) 1). A1 ‘ A R t A N . 

62. Common Conservancy eases might, as at present, he dceidi‘d by the Chief IMagislrate ; in [leouliar eases, siieli 
This would nover answer, disputes regarding publiek boundaries, and eases involving private property, there might 

livefnot appeal to the Board, wliose decisions should be final. 

(Sd.) D. M‘Farm\. 

63. An authoritative body tlius constituted, might be exp4*eti‘d to suggest to the Governinent many valu- 
able projecle<l improvements in the Conservancy of the Town, requiring legislation ; I could instance means to be taken 
to prevefit the frequency of fire, but that I am aware that the Government already have iliat snbjei^t under 
their consideration. 

64. ConneeUid with the i-onsideration of the prevention of accidents by fire, is that of the entire manner of building 
throughout the Town; for the controul of which, then; is not, to my knowledge, a single enactment in existence. A Police 
case occurred the other day, in which it ap[)carcd that an owner of landed property in Calcutta was prevented plastering 
a wall he had newly built on the edge of his ground, when finished ; his neighbour refusing to allow him to put scaffold- 
ing on his, (the neighlwur's ground) for the purpose, and timmtening to build a compound wall which would prevent the 
windows of the house opening a law forcing every man who built a pucka house, to border his ground with a boundary 
wall, would have rendered such a case impossible, and prevented a good deal of ill feeling. 

65. In the Native part of the Town, many of the houses are built in a manner called Kutcha Pucka," that is, 
with walls of burnt brick and mud cement ; these houses from want of care, and often from the poverty of their owners, 
soon get into a ruinous state, and having no cement but mud, their walls arc easily penetrated by water, which after a 
few showers of rain occasions their fall ; these walls being on the borders of publiek Streets and Drains, in many instances 
whole districts are sometimes flooded by their fall, the water not running off until the clogged Drain is cleared ; they also 
frequently fall on other houses and huts, and destroy them ; and in some instances loss of life has ensued. It is not uncom- 
mon in the rains to hear of twenty different walls having fallen in one day. Sufferers from these nuisances have no means 
of redress, except in an expensive suit in the Supreme Court: this nuisam^e has existed for years, and has been well known to 
exist, without the Government apparently deeming it expedient to authorize the Magistrates to put a stop to it. 1 should 
imagine that the Government would gladly concede full powers to take down ruinous walls to a Board constituted as I 
have recommended. 



66. Under this Board, the Exwutive Cojiscr\'ancy might exercise an efficient, and much required controul over the 
Publick Markets in the Town. 

67 . As far as I can recollect, I have now reported on the whole system of Conservancy in Calcutta. This Report I 
was desirtMl to send in on first rcirciving my appointment, but from the action of the system against which I complain, 
which conceals from the head of the Executive much of importana^ that is going on in the Conservancy Department, I have 
hitherto felt myself inadequate to submit a detailed Report. All that 1 have stated, 1 believe to be correct, though in many 
instances I must acknowledge my information from the above cause to have been from hearsay ; it will however be ac« 
knowledged, that 1 have as many opportunities of hearing what is going on in the Conservancy, as most persons, from whom 
information could be expected. 1 trust it will not be supposed that I have touched on matters witli whicl) T have no 
concern. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Stgmd) W. ABERCROMBIE, 2w</. Lieut. 
Superintendent of Roade, Conservuney, and Publick Works, in CakulUh 

(True Copies) R. D. MANGLES, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengd. 


JrpifTAL Department, 
(V/y June^ 11W7- 
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A Report on tlie Conservancy Establishment, by Lt. JV. Abercrombie, submitted by 
the Chief Magistrate to Goi^ernment through the Military Board. 


This Pajxir contains a proposal for modifyinj; llio Kstabiislinient at present employed in the Conservancy Depart- 
ment, with a view of constituting a regular system of managenumt, to followed by the Superintendent and Overseers, 
and of cleansing the Town ns far as possible in an eflectuai manner^ with as little expense as may be. 

In this Paper I take no notice whatever of the repairs or charge of the Roads, or of the repairs of the Drains, but 
merely the cleansing them. Complaints of the dirty state of the Drains &c. are numerous, and fretjuently well founded, 
except tliatihe complainants forget that they themselves are in the first instance the occasion for any ground of complaint, 
by using the Drains for purposes for which they were not intended, and for which they are not adapted. 

The chief evil I'onsists then, in the Conservancy of the Town being unequal to the wants of the inhabitants, and 
consequently no system of Management can be expected to give entire satisfaction with the present means of cleansing 
the Town, I mean with the; present system of Drainage and Sewerage. At the same time, some improvement in the ma- 
nagement may be expected to accrue from a stricter attention to details, and chiefly from making it the interest of the 
subordinate Native EstablislimeiU to pay attention to what is placed under their care, instead of as at present to noglciq 
their publick duty, for wages giv<‘n by individuals on account of private work, at times wdien they can be absent from their 
duty without much probability of detection i»y the Overseer. 

All the Subordinate Native Establisb incut are at present supplied by a Contrai^or, who is allowed a certain rate of 
pay for each grade, and receives the same, wln*ther the work be performed well or ill ; he of course makes a profit by de- 
ducting a certain proportion in his own favour from each grade. 

The following will shew particulars of Establishment provided in 1835. 
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18 ^ 5 . 


Total allowed 


Daily average supplied in 
1835. 

Upper North Division, . . . . 

Lower Do. Do 

Upper South Do 

Lower Do. Do. 


Total daily average of 1835.. 


Total number employed 
in 1835 


Daily average in each Divi- 
sion from May till October, 
Upper North Division, . . . . 

Lower Do. Do 

Upper South Do 

Lower Do. Do 


Daily averagt; in each, Divi- 
sion in other (8) months, . . 
Upper North Division, .... 

Lower Do. Do. 

Upper South Do 

Lower Do. Do 


Establishment recommended. 
Upper North Division, .... 

Lower Do. Do. 

Upper South Do. 

Lower Do. Do 
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In recommending the above scralc of Establish men t. it will be observed, that 1 have taken the naml)cr that was 
actually employed in one year as niy guide ; and I ex(M*ct a similar num1)er, under different management, to perform the 
required duty better than it is performed at present. 

1 propose to do away altogether with a Contractor, and entertain a regular Establishment in esu^li Division, paying the 
different grades the full amount in all (‘ascs allowed for each individual to the Contractor by Government, and in some 
cases more than is now allowed— there can surely be little difficulty in entertaining our own Establishment at an 
advanced rate, paying them better probably than private individuals are in the habit of doing. 

The above recommended Establishment bt'ing on the scale of the old one, there are a few explanations nccc^ssary, 
as well as some modifications required. 

1 propose to do away with hired Ilackeries altogether, as they are not adapted for Conservancy purposes, being in 
fact constructed for different carriage ; and as asserted by Mr. Watts in a Paper on this subject drawn up by him, never 
hired in the Conservancy Department until they and the Bullocks that drag them arc unfit for a Custom House load : 
one Box Cart is substituted for every two Hackeries. The Sirdars are entirely struck off the amended Establishment : 
they are men allow'ed to the Contractor for collecting Coolies, &c. and they, as well as the Contractor, make a deduction 
from the pay of the Coolies, &c. in their own favour. Why they ahould receive salary when tlie Contractor does not, I 
Cannot say ; at all events it is clear that there can he no use for them in the amended Establishment, as each Overseer is 
allowed a Sirkar. 

The Carts above recommended are all large Carts ; a smaller description however, drawn by one Bullock, has lately 
been tried in the Department, and found to answer extremely well. I would therefore alter the number above recom- 
mended to the following, the large Carts being drawn by Horses, and the smaller by Bullocks. 



Large Carts. 

Small Carts. 

Total 

Upper North Division, . . . . 

20 

. . 20 

.. 40 

Lower, ditto ditto, 

20 .... 

. . 20 .... 

.. 40 

Upper South ditto, . . . . 

20 

..30 .... 

.. 50 

Lower ditto ditto, 

20 

. .. 20 

.. 40 

Total, 

80 

90 

170 


One Driver out of every five should be a Mate, and receive an extra rupee per month. 

The nunitfor of loading Coolies being one toea<‘h Cart, will be altered to correspond with this last arrangement. 

Of the men reported as Drain Coolies, it must be explained, that in Division about 25 are called Coolies, 
but are employed as Mates, and actually at present do nothing, under the pretence of superintending the work of others, 
excepting that they, I believe, are the people generally applied to by private individuals hiring the Conservancy Coolies ; 
they receive no nominal pay alK)ve the (doolies, but the Contractor gives them the full allowance he receives from 
Goveniment. 


I would have 18 flutes to each Division, on an increased rate of pay, as each Overset^r is allowed 6 Peons; each 
Peon has a Subdivision to superintend, and it will certainly be easy for each Mate to undertake the superintendence of 
one-third of the Pt'on's Subdivision, for the state of which he will be responsible. 



Coolies. 

Mates. 


Coolies. 


Total. 

Then in Upper North Division, 

.. J26 

give * 18 


108 

= 

126 

Lower ditto ditto, 

J20 

18 

+ 

102 


120 

Upper South, ditto, 

J30 

18 

-h 

114 

=: 

132 

Lower ditto ditto, 

no 

18 


96 

=sr 

114 

Total, . . 

. 485 

72 ' 


420 

=r 

492 


One Sirdar Doome ap|)cars enough for tin* whole Town. 
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The anmided 

EatMiehment will therefore be. 



Box Carts 

Large 

Horse, 


80 

Ditto, 

Small 

Bullock, 


90 

Coolies 

Loading, 



170 

Ditto 

Mates, 



72 

Ditto 

Drains, 



420 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Boys, 


81 

Mehter, 

Sirdar, 



4 

Ditto, 

• . 



48 

Doome, 

Sirdar, 



I 

Doome, 

. . 



16 

Peons, 

. . 

> • 


24 

Sirkars, 

• m 

. . . . 


4 

Blieesties, 

• • 

• . . • • 

• . • . 

24 


Bheestics have lately been found neeessary iu the two Southern Divisions of the Town, to wash out Surface Drains, 
&c., these will be added in, in finding the expense for 1835, to obtain a fair comparison as they are at present employed, and 
the comparison is between the systems, though a particular period of the old system is selected for convenience sake. ; 

It will now be understood, that I wish the New Establishment to consist of regular servants, and the dead and live stock 
to be bona fide Company's or Town property, which ever the case may be. The Establishments can be mustered every morn- 
ing as usual and sent to their work — task.work being introduced wherever practicable ; in general practice, however, I 
would recommend that each Mate and squad of Coolies had a particular extent of Drain plained under their charge, and 
that they were made responsible for the cleanliness of it: that so long as this was clean, and they attended muster every 
morning, nothing farther should be required of them ; but that immediately any negligence were detected, on the 
Report of the Peon, to be verified by the Overseer himself proi^ing to the spot, or by the observation of the Overseer 
himself in the first instance, they should be punished with fine or by discharge. 

1 would also recommend that the Superintendent should be empowered to punish by fine, and encourage by 
reward, any of the Native Establishment— neither fine nor reward exceeding a month's pay. 

To compare the expense of the present Establishment with that recommended, 1 will first take the Establishment 
supplied ill 1835 at the rates allowcnl to the Contractor. 


3,912 Pair Co's. Bullocks at 365 per 168 Sa. Rs. 

• • » « 

. . 

1,800 9 6 

27.760 Do. Hired Do. 

. . 

. 

12,777 3 3 

43,119 Hackeries, . . . . . . 365 per 108 Sa. Rs. 


12,758 7 11 

1,460 Sirdars, . . . . .... 

60 

. • . . 

240 0 0 

60,272 Loading Coolies 

42 .. 

. . 

6,036 2 2 

1,70,658 Drain do. 

42 

. . 

20,672 15 7 

30,875 Drain Boys, 

30 

. • 

2,537 10 9 

1,460 Sirdar Mehters, . . .... 

60 

. . 

240 0 0 

18,008 Mehters, 

48 .. 


2,368 2 9 

1,460 Sirdar Doomes, 

60 

. . 

240 0 0 

5,070 Doomes, 

48 


666 11 6 

24 Peons, 12 months, at 5 Sa. Rs. per mensem. 

. . 

. . 

1,440 0 0 

4 Sirkars, Dp. 6 Do. Do. 

.. 


288 0 0 



Total, 8a. Rs. . . 

62,964 15 6 

Add, as before explained, the pay of 24 Bheesties for 12 months, at 4 Rupees per mensem 

1,162 0 0 



Total, Sa. Rs. . . 

64,116 15 5 



Company's Rs. .. 

68,391 6 10 


There are at present on the Establishment 102 large Box CarU and 13 small; of the former, 16 are for Horses, 
and the remainder could be altered and adapted as required. 77 additional small Bullock Carts would be required 
to be made up. ^ 
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There are in the Gowkhannas 29 Bullocks and 36 Horses, so that 61 of the former^ and 44 of the latter^ 
should be purchased as speedily as possible. 


The immediate outlay would be, 


77 Small Carts, at . . Co's. Rs. . . 

55 

. . 

4,235 

0 

0 

61 Bullocks, at 

22 .. 

• • 

1,342 

0 

0 

44 Horses, at .... 

30 

. . . • 

1,320 

0 

0 

77 Sets Bullock Harness, at 

13 .. 

• . . . . • 

1,001 

0 

0 

65 ditto, Horse Do. at 

13 



845 

0 

0 



Total, Co's. Rs. . . 

8,743 

0 

0 

The value of the regulated Stock would be, 




80 Large Carts, at Co’s. Rs. . . 

85 


0,800 

0 

0 

1)0 Small Do, at .... 

55 

. . • . 

4,950 

0 

0 

80 Horses, at 

30 .. 


2,400 

0 

0 

90 Bullocks, at 

22 


1,980 

0 

0 

170 Sets of Harness, at 

13 



2.210 

0 

0 



■ 

Total, Co's. Rs. . . 

18..340 

0 

0 

The Salaries of the imdified, Establishment would be, 




80 Horses with Syces, at Co’s. Rs. . . 

16 per 

mensem, 

1,280 

0 

0 

90 Bullocks with Drivers, 

at 9 

• . 

810 

0 

0 

Mate Drivers, 

at 1 

• • i • 

34 

0 

0 

170 Loading Coolies 

at 3-8 

0 • • 1 » 

595 

0 

0 

72 Mate Coolies, 

at 4-8 


324 

0 

0 

420 Drain Coolies, 

at 3-8 

• • • « 

1,470 

0 

0 

81 Do. Boys, 

at 2.8 


202 

B 

0 

4 Sirdar Mehters, 

at 5 


20 

0 

0 

48 Mehters, 

at 4 


192 

0 

0 

1 Sirdar Doome, 

at 6 


6 

0 

0 

16 Doonie.s, 

at 4 


64 

0 

0 

24 Peons. 

at 5 


120 

0 

0 

4 Sirkars, 

at 7 


.28 

0 

0 

24 Bhcestics, 

at 4.8 


108 

0 

0 



Total Monthly Expense, 52,53 

8 

0 



Total Annual expense. 

63,042 

0 

0 

Add interest of outlay on Stock, which will of course 1 

more than cover the expense of turning 

Bullock Carts into Horse Carts. 






6,800 Carts, at 12 per cent per Annum, 

. . 

mm • • m 

. 816 

0 

0 

4,950 Do. Do. Do. 

• . 

• • • * # 

. 694 

0 

0 

2,400 Horses, 25 

. . 

• • • • • « 

. 600 

0 

0 

1,080 Bullocks, 10 

... 

• • a • • s 

. 198 

0 

0 

2,210 Sets Harness, at 50 per cent. 

•• 

... 

. 1,106 

0 

0 



Total, 

66,355 

0 

0 

Former Eipenditure, without taking into consideration wear and tear of Carts, &c. 




at present in the Establishment, 

. . 

* 

• • 0 • • • • 

68,301 

6 10 


Remainder in fiivour of New Establishment, 


. . 2,036 6 10 
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Thus is obtained a decrease of expenditure of 2,000 Rupees, the interest at 4 per cent, of 50,000 Rupees, while the 
immediate outlay will be but 9,000 Rs. If the Now Rstabiishment herein recommended be approved of, it might be ad- 
visable to authorize the Superintendent to oommemHj on it in one Division of the Town, say from 1st August. 
Until Horses, &c. can be purchased for the Division in which the now sysUmi will bo first tried, I would recommend 
Bullocks l)eiug hired, but hired by the Conservancy, and housed and fed by them, and not nM^ived from a Contractor. 


Calcutta Police Office A 
\m July, 1830. / 


W. ABERCROMBIE, 2d, Lieut. 

S uperintendent Co-neervancy. 


No. 2,062. 

In continuation of my Report of lOth .fuly, 1830, 1 now submit plana of the required alterations to llic Oow- 
klianniis, and estimates of their expense, prepared by the lilxecutive Officer. Before j)rO(^eediug with them, however, 
I must correct an inadvertency in the former Report. 


Add annual allowance; to Contractor for Tools, 

Add .shoeing 80 Horses, at 12 Rupct s per annum, 


4W) 

!)(;() 

0 0 
0 0 

and 

I)(‘(Uict 90 Loading Coolies, at 42 Rupees per annum, 

Total, 

1,410 

3,7«0 

0 0 
0 0 

Former amount saving calculated, 

Total, 

2,340 

2,030 

U 0 

6 10 


Total saving, 

4,37« 

8 10 

Reducing the a?inual expenditure to 

... ... Co's. Rs. 

04,015 

0 0 


The deduction is on account of the small Carts, the drivers of which load as vvell as drive. 

The necessity of the alterations and additions required at the Gowkhaniias, for the accommodation of Carts, &c. 
is self-evident. The additional ground required at the Northern Gowkhanna, contains 12 e'OttaJis, 10 chittacks of ground, 
which should rent at 8 Rupees a cottah, per annum. It cannot be purchased, as the proprietor is unwilling to sell so. 
small a portion of his land. 

Regarding the Overseer's house, I bog leave to .submit my Reports of 11th May, 183(>, and fith June, 1836, and also 
to state, that I inspected the house several times after preparing them, and saw that ihc floors during the rains wert^ 
excessively damp. It is impossible that a European can live in it in its present state, and the bi^st remedy 1 (*an think 
of, ennsisUmt with the additions required to the Gowkhanna, under a sanctioned nwision of the Establishment, is to pro- 
vide uppi?r-roomed quarters, as shewn in Plates, I. and II. 

At present the Overseer in charge of the Gowkhanna, receives 32 Rui)ees a month house rent. 

All the accommodation in the Northern Gowfclianna being taken up by the increased number of Carts and Cattle, 
it is proposed that the Fire Engine and Water Carts, biJ removed to the Ilaidoa Tank, where 3 eottahs of ground iK'iiig 
taken in, in addition to the number at presimt rental for. the pound will provide; room for them at the expense detailed in 
tlie accompanying estiiiiato, viz. Ks. 4.50; 3 ; II, in addition to the ground rent. 

I do not however add this to the expense of cleaning the Town, as room must Ik; provided for the Fire Engil?^•s, 
and Water Carts ; and 1 do not sec at all why they should In: provided for at the expense of the eleajiing Department. 

In the Southern Gowkhanna, I merely proposed opening out a w^all in llie old Police Hospital, a building at pre- 
sent useless, so as to make it available for a Garikhanna, and to build a store-room for grain. 
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The outlay required^ therefore appears to be 

Northern Oowkhanna^ .... .... .... ... Go's. Ra. 7^365 0 0 

Southern Ditto ditto, ... ... ... .. i, 160 0 0 

Purchase of Tools, old and new, ... ... „ 400 0 0 

Total, .. 7,025 0 0 

Add formerly reported outlay, .... ... ... ... 8i743 0 0 

Total outlay, Co*8. Rs. 16,668 0 0 

„ 64,015 0 0 

150 8 0 

101 0 0 

480 0 0 

Total,... 64,746 8 0 

Deduct Overseer’s House rent at 32 Rs. per inons<^ni, ... ... ... 384 0 0 

Total Annual Expenditure, ... ... ... 64,362 8 0 

Former Ditto ditto, ... ... ... 68,301 6 10 

Remainder in favour of New Establishment, ... ... 4,028 14 10 

The repairs of the Buildings at present in existence I have not iiieliided in the former expenditure, and liave there- 
fore not added to the new expenditure in the comparative statement. 

I have but one more remark to make regarding expense, vix. that the Overseer’s house rent. Go’s. Rs. 384 per 
annum, amounting in value at the Government Interest of 4 per cent, per annum to Go's. Rs. 9,600, covers the whoh* 
expenditure required for the Northern Gowkhanna, and one-fourth the outlay for stock. JMost of the Carts required 
have been made up by order of the Chief Magistrate, but Cattle cannot be purchased for the whole for want of accom- 
modation. 

The diminution of annual expenditure might, in my opinion, be very advantageously laid out, in allowing tw^o extra 
Overseers to Ite placed in charge of the Gowkhannas, and have in addition merely the duty of collecting Establishment, 
and delivering them over to the working Overseers, W'ho in addition to their duty of cleaning the Streets, it is recom- 
mended may have the repair of the Roads: the expense ivould be. 

Two Overseers, at 1,800 Rs. per annum, ... ... ... 3,()0() 0 0 

Two Ditto, Writers, at 180 ditto, ... ... .... 360 0 0 

Total Go’s. Rs. .. 3,960 0 0 

The Roads are at present repaired by the Executive Officer under the orders of the Superintendent, the Overseers of 
the Town (excepting the two in charge of the Gowkhannas) having nothing to employ them beyond the Scavengering. As 
the Executive Officer has fully more duty than he can well attend to, 1 am decidedly of opinion that it would be an 
advantageous arrangement to provide Overseers for the Town, of education equal to those in the Department of Publick 
Works, and relieve him entirely of the repair of the Roads, which could be carried on by the Overseers, under the orders 
of the Superintendent. The Overseers in charge of the Gowkhannas, under the proposed systems, could not attend to 
the duty of Scavengers \ their constant attendance at the Gowkhannas would be necessary ; that could be no impediment 
to their entertaining Establishment. If how'ever this be not approved of, I would strongly recommend some other 
arrangement being made, having for its object the certainty of the Establishment employed, receiving the whole of the 
money allowed them by Government. No one could provide Establishment better than the present Contractor, 
and if he were entertained for the purpose on the new plan, and allowed a salary of Go's. Rs. 215 per mensem, the pro- 
positions would have the additional advantage of not interfering with vested rights," supposing those latter to be allowed 
to weigh against publick improvement. 

W. ABERCROMBIE, 2c/ Limt. 

Calcutta, 18M February, 1837- t Superintendent of 'Roads and Conservanty. 

P. S. I had omitted to notice that the former estimates amounted to above 500 Rupees, for putting the OverseeFs 
house in the Northern Gowkhanna in a state of repair, which in my opinion would have been incomplete. This amount 
should be deducted from the extra outlay recommended in this Paper ; it can however be set off agidnst the expense of build- 
ings for the Water Carts and Fire Engine not provided for in the Northern Gowkhanna, amounting to Rs. 450, if that ex- 
pense be considered additional to the suggested improvement in the cUiansing Establishment.— 2c/ March, 1837- 


The annual expenditure therefore would be as reported above, 
7,525 Rupees of Buildings at 2 per cent. 

12 cottahs, 10 chittacks ground, at 8 Rs. 

Tools, taken as at present 40 Rs. pcT mensem, 
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To ROSS D. MANQLES, ESQUIRE. 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal 


Sir, 

I have the honour to submit two Papers drawn up by Lieutenant Abercrombie, containing a proposition 
for modifying the Establishment of the Conservancy Department, with the view to ensure efficiency. This subject has 
occupied much of the attention of that Officer, and under the impression that a system of contract for cleansing the 
Town is not likely to be adopted, I beg to recommend these Papers to favourable consideration. 

2nd. In 1824, a complement, as it is called, or the number of Carts, Coolies, &c. deemed requisite for cleansing 
the Town, was fixed by Mr. Shakespear as Chief Magistrate. A memo, of that is given by Lieutenant Abercrombie 
at the head of his Table. 1 have always considered that complement to be high, and the supply of laliourers has on 
the average, been much below it. Lieutenant Abercrombie now adopts the statements of 1835, as his guide. 1 am 
* his notan untomimm not satisfied, that even less than that amount might not be sufficient indeed, Lieutenant 
Abercrombie seems himself to admit that it would, for he presumes that the Establishment 
publick <luty for wages given by individuals.*' 1 think therefore, that in employing 
iittio tariu^r jibmit laLuf. a fogular Establishment of labourers we might fix the maximum, or complement, at a lower point 
than even Lieutenant Abercrombie assumes. 


3d. Indeed it is in general easier to increase an Establishment, proved to be too weak, than to reduce one that is 
too strong. Lieutenant Abercrqmbie proposes even to allow of the cleanness of a given Division being taken as a ground 
of non-interferenc(‘, by the superintending authority, with the Establishment. The other side of the question must 
obviously be considered, viz., whether the given Establishment could not clean a larger circle ? 

4th. One of the most important duties devolving on the Superintendent is, the' due apportionment of the labour 
, .... of the Conservancy Establishment, and reducing the strength of it to the lowest pointf (*onsis. 

1 1 lira unwilling tovccom- •' no r 

men I .1 reductioiKif carts lent with efficiency. I may remark, in passing, that fault cannot be justly imputed to the 

<l<Ki lies, See. The labour nl' ...i 11 . ...... 

the nru ev.M y ihiy in- seavcngcring of the Town filth ; such as house and stable sweepings, are effectually cleantni 
of season admits of it. The real evil is, that in general the Drains an* ojK'n, and 

deposit of hwecl)lIlg^. covcred Sewers, even, have openings at all points. No effectual remedy for the nuisance 

thereby occasioned, can be found in the mere increase of the numbers or activity of the Establishment. 

5tli. In the 'event therefore of Government sanctioning the change from the present contract to a monthly 
Establishment system, I would suggest that the scale should be fixed at 10 per cent, in the item of coolies, lielow that 
given as the average in 3d page of the present memo: and that propositions for increase should lx; made when 
necessary, through the Chief Magistrate’s Office to Government. 

6th. I approve highly of Lieutenant Abercrombie's propositions for employing Overseers from tlic Department 
of Publick Works, in the room of the present Overseers, who arc steady, sober m(*n, but without education or practice 
in the principles of Road-making, or keeping books of Establishment ; but we must wait for fit opportunities to supply 
their place. When we have obtained them, the repairs of the Roads ought to be placed in ilieir charge. 

7th. It would be premature, I think, to appoint two additional Overseers for the Gowkhannas, or to hire the 
present Contractor as a pnicurer of Establishment. There ought, I think, to be no more difficulty in procuring an 
Establishment of Coolies than an Establishment of Chowkeydars, provided their pay is good, and faithfully given to 
them. On this point great attention will \ye necessary— every man's wages should be paid in presence of the Suinir- 
intendent. 

8tli. I have to notice, that under the strong opinion expressed by Lieutenant Abercrombie, in which I entirely 
concur, the repairs to the Northern Division Overseer's house were not executed. It appeared to me that it would 
undoubtedly be the throwing away money to expend it on an attempted repair of the existing building, and subjecting 
the Overseer to risk of health by staying in it, or pecuniary loss by renting another house. 
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9th. The required numlior of publick Carts has nearly been made up, or they are in course of construction. Tlie points 
for which tlic sanction of Government is solicited, are ist, that we l)e authorized to maintain a fixed Establishment in 
lieu of the present contract, amounting to Company’s Rupees 4,798 ; 8 pt^r month, ns under 


80 Horses with Syces, including feed, 
90 Bullocks with Drivers, 

34 ]\late Drivers, (additional) 

80 Loading Coolies, .... 

72 Mate Coolies, .... 

380 Drain Coolies, .... 

81 Ditto Boys, .... 

4 Sirdar iMehters, 

48 Richters, .... 

1 Sirdar Doome, .... 

10 Doomes, •••. 

24 Boons. • . • « . • 

4 Sirkars, .... 

24 Bheestics, .... 


at 16 

per mensem, Co.’s Rs. 

1,280 

0 

0 

at 

» 


810 

0 

0 

at 

1 

>» 

34 

0 

0 

at 

3.8 


280 

0 

0 

at 

4.8 

jf 

321 

0 

0 

at 

3.8 

3* 

1,330 

0 

0 

at 

24{ 

yy 

202 

8 

0 

at 

5 


20 

0 

0 

at 

4 

?> 

192 

0 

0 

at 

6 

*j 

6 

0 

0 

at 

4 

yy 

(H 

0 

0 

at 

5 

*7 

120 

0 

0 

at 

7 

oy 

28 

0 

0 

at 

4-8 

)> 

108 

0 

0 



Total, 

4,798 

8 

0 


2d. That Estimate A. for alterations and additions to the Northern Gowkhanna, amounting to Rupees TMi : In : 4 — 
Estimate B. for certain alterations in the Southern Gowkhanna, amounting to Rupees 159 : ITi . 9— Estimate C. for con- 
slrueting Sheds in the Northern Gowkhanna, amounting to Rupees 450 : 3 : 11. be sanctioned. 


Calcutta Police Office, ) 
28/// April, 1837- i 


1 have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

D. M’ FARLAN, 

Chief Magutrak, 


From D. ]\r FARLAN, ESQ., 

Chief Magistrate. 

To THE SECRETARY OF THE MILITARY BOARD. 

(alcutfa Police Office A 
2d Mag, 1837./ 

vSin. 

1 have the honour to submit, for transmission to the Governour of Bengal, through the Secretary in the Judicial Depart- 
ment, a Letter from myself on the subject of modifying the Establishment of the Conservancy Department, and two Papers 
drawn up by Lieutenant Abercrombie, accompanied by three Estimates and six Plans alluded to therein. 

(True Copy) 

EDWARD SAUNDERS, 

Secrefarg MilUarg Board. 
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From THE MILITARY BOARD, 


To THE RIGHT HONOURABLE GEORGE. LORD AUCKLAND, G. C. R. 

Owernour of 


Fori William^ 13 June, 1837. 

My Loud, 

We have the honour to submit herewith eopy of a Letter, dated 2nd ultimo, from the Chief lyiagistrate, and 
irovfn dRci^m vo^ aecompaniments in original, among which is a Letter to the address of 11. D. Mangles, Esq. 

liousmatK Yl)(*i>!.Cu]rutt.i. Secretary to the Goveriiinciit of Bengal in the Judicial Department. 


2nd. The object of the Chief Magistrate in forwarding these ‘Papers through us, In'ing to obtain our opinion on them, 
before submitting the question they involve to your Lordship, we have given the Rubject our attentive (•onsideration, and 
have to report as follows. 


3rd. The modification of the ConsiT^aiicy Establishment is the principal object of this referenci*, it being thought 
desirable by the Chief ^Magistrate and Superintendent of Hoads and Conservancy, to substitute a fixed and responsible 
Establishment for the scavengcring of the Town, the Establishment for which, is now supplied through a Contractor, 
and greater economy as well as increased cfiiciency is anticipated from this arrangement. 

4th. Our opinions generally arc adverse to the entertainment of fixed Kstahlisments, which have a constant tendency 
to increase, and even when found burden.sonn' are extremely difficult to reduce. The employment of hired labour, 
era therefore to meet a particular purpose is, wv. are of opinion, to lie jireferred whenever the duly admits of it. The work 
however for which the Establishment adverted to in the accompanying correspondence is to l)e maintained, is of a perma- 
nent character, and will afford constant employment to a considerable immU‘r of daily labourers ; and a greater degree of 
controul may be exercised over men permanently entertained, than on those hired merely for the day ; greater efficiency 
may also lie expect(‘d from men familiarized to the work, than from strangers. Under these considerations, and the careful 
summary of the arguments on whieh the necessity of a change \h ba.sed, presented by tbe Uhief Magistrate, who has 
evidently given the subject great attention, we are disposed to coincide in the view's entertained by him, and to recom. 

mend the retention of the Establishment he pro{x)ses. 

% 

5th. The first outlay conseciuent on the change of system, is estimated by Lieutenant Abercrombie at about 9,000 
Rupees ;-->tlus part of the arrangement we understand, from the lenoiir of the 9th paragraph of the Cliief Magistrate’s Letter 
to Mr. Secretary Mangles, has been nearly effected ; and that the sanction of Government is required to the entertainment 
of a monthly Kstahlishment, amounting to Hupix's 4,79B : 8 : 0 ; subject to future revision, whieh Kstablishment will 
suffice to perform a duty now executed by contract at a much heavier outlay. 

6th. The Chief Afagisti-ate forwards at the same time the following estimates. 

Estimate No. I. Book B, of 18;^7-JWj Military Board Office, with Plans by Mr, Robert Seveslrc, Exwulive Officer, of 
the probable expense of making the alterations and additions to the Northern Gowkhanna at Calcutta, amounting after 
correction to Company’s Rupees 7,201 : 7 : 2. 

Estimate No. 2. Book B, of 1837-38, lililitary Board Office, with Plans by Mr. Robert Sevestn?, Executive Officer, 
of the probable expense of making the alterations to the Lower Southeni Gowkhanna, Circular Road, for the reception 
of additional Conservancy Carls, and adding a Godown or Granary at Calcutta, amounting after correi'tion to Company’s 
Rupees 150: 13:7- 

Estimate No. 3. Book B, of 1837-38, Military Board Office, with a Plan by the same Officer, of the probable 
expense of constructing a shed for twenty watering Carts, one Fire Engine, and tbe Establishment consisting of twenty 
five persons attached to ditto, also a shed for fifteen horses and their syces, with copcral tiled double sloped roofs and 
supported on pillars, at Calcutta, amounting to Company's Ruficc^s 450: 3: 11. 
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7th. The work provided for in these estimates appears necessary, and as the rates are moderate^ we ret'ommend 
that they be sanctioned. 

fith. The proposal adverted to by the Chief magistrate in his Gth paragraph, of employing sul>ordinate functionaries 
from the Department of Publiok Works, more especially those from the Department of Roads on Conservancy duties, 
we think good. The early habits of discipline and general steady character of men drafted from the Army, Ibr duties 
of this nature, renders them, we think, generally more useful in such employments, than the candidates for similar 
situations generally attainable in Calcutta. The duty of Road.making and looking to the (Meaning of Drains, generally 
of earth, would be a principal part of their duty; some pn^vlous education for those branches of duty will at once be 
admitted as necessary it can no where be found in India except in this Department. The eontroul ling Executive 
Officer would be, in this ease, an Engineer of the Company's Service, and the men would be available in seasons of war. 

9th. We would respectfully suggest that the question be referred to the Military Department of Government, 
with a view to the requisite sanction being obtained to the appointment of subordinate OlTieers of the Department 
of Publick Works, to do duty under Lieutenant Abercrombie in Calcutta. 

We liave tin* honour to be, 

]\ly Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and humble Servants, 

D. M^FARLAN. 

A. IRVINE, Major. M. M, B. 

T. i^f. TAYLOR, Major, M. M. B. 
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Z. 26. 




From CAPTAIN JOHN THOMSON, 

Superintemfent of CanaU. 

To fllE SECRETARY MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE. 


Calcutta, Ist March, 1837. 

Sir, 

111 compliance with the request <‘ontaincd in 3 ^our Letter of the 25lh instant, I have the honour to acquaint 
you, that the gross (*ollectioii of Tolls on the two lines of Navigation mentioned in Act XXII, of 1830, has been as 
follows: — 


J 83f) — November, 
December, 
1837— January, 

February, about, 


15,705 3 3 
17,191 6 6 
19,720 12 0 
23,000 0 0 


TJiese sums give an expected colloction of 1,95,000 in the year, according to the proportion which the annual 
collection bears to the monthly. — The probable amount of the expenst‘s of collection will be 5,000 Ra. in the year. I 
cannot give a return of Establishment for the collection only, as they have a variety of other duties, such as the 
collecliojis for the lands of the Sunderbund and Circular Canai», and of the Ferries and Fisheries. In addition to the 
.5,000 Rs. before mentioned, the estimated annual expenditure for keeping up the Navigation is 25,000 Hs., including 
my stair salary of 0,000 ; and an additional sum of 5,000 Rs. is 4*stimalcd for extraordinary repairs. The Canal 
Committee considered that the expenditure of the Government within tlie last fifteen years would be covered by a 
return of 60,000 a year, and 1.5,000 was considered a sufficient fund to effect further improvements; tliese added up 
make 1,10,000, to which sum I have no doubt but tliat the Government will reduce the Toll, although the present 
rate of Toll is on an average twenty per cent, less than the former regulated Toll ; yet being strictly enforced, it bears 
harder tlian is deaijpahle on such an important branch of industry, as the internal navigation of the country. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J. THOMSON, 

Superintendent of Canals, 
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Z. 27. 

To ROSS D. MANGLES, ESQ., 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal 

Sir, 

I have the honour to submit for tiie consideration of Government a statement of expense incurred in Lighting 
the accompanied with a proposition for improving it, which has become prai^icablc without increased expense, in 

consequence of a reduction in the rates introduced in the month of June last. 

2nd. I am led to hope that the Government will be inclined to sanction an outlay, which has the convenience 
and benefit of the Town’s people for its object, and which involves no addition to the expenditure heretofore made 
from the Government Funds. 

3rd. That the benefit of the people will bo consulted is plain, though 1 should have hesitated to recommend the 
expense, unless a proportionate saving could be shewn to have taken effect. 

307 Lamps at 2 ns.-==(jU, Sa.Rs. or 4 ^^, y^te which was allowed bv Government for Lighting the Town, from 1823 to 

Co’s. U8.()51; Id. ^ 

307 Lamps at 1 : ‘2: 0 : : 15 1031, was Sa. Hupocs 2 per lamp, per month. In 1031, and sulwcquent years, the rate has 

Monthly Sii\ ing 300 : 0 been reduced, as shewn at foot, and the saving has been Co's. Rs. 6,903 : 1 : 6. 

6th. That the efficiency of the Lighting has not been impaired, I bi*lieve may \m) safely affirmed. Po.sitivc orders 
are issued to the Police rounds to report the failure of lamps at night, and I believe the practice is in that respect perfect 
enough. 

6th. What I now solicit is, that a sum of Rupees 4,550, out of former savings, may be granted for the purpose of 

... erecting lamps where desirable (the annexed list is tested by Captain Birch) and a 

ia3adaiti.malLaiujwutl:‘2 G , . . 

Rg. 18S : 7 ; G monthly increase of expense of 188: T: 6. 

7th. The rale of Lighting must vary with the price of oil ; — the above expense provides for such increased rate as 
may fairly hi expected to occur, 

8th. If the principle of appropriating the savings in the manner suggested be approved of, detailed estimates of the 
expense of putting up the proposed number of additional lamps can be submitted to Government ihrough tin' ]\Iiliinry 
Board. 

I have the honour to bt*, Sir, 

Your most ok'dient Servant, 

C Signed) D. MTiVRLAN, Chief Magistrate. 

Calcutta Police Office, 

10/4 Sovefnher, 1836. 

Sa. Rs. Sa. Rs. 

April, 1831, rate reduced from, . ... 2 0 0 to 1 14 0 

March, 1832, Ditto Ditto, .. .. 1 14 0 to 1 11 0 

15th June, 1836, Ditto, Ditto, .. .. I 11 0 to Co’s. 1 2 6 

307 Lamps from lat April, 1831, to the 29th February, 1832; being 11 months at 
2 annas per month, .. .. .. .. .. .. iSa.Rs. 422 2 0 

Ditto from 1st March, 1832, to the 15th June, 1836, being 4 years and 2^ month at 5 annas per 
lamp, per month, .. .. .. .. .. ... .. 4,844 13 6 

Sicca Rupees, 5,266 15 6 
Companys Rupees, 5,618 1 6 

307 Lamps from I8th Jum? to Slst October, 1836, 4.J months at 15 annas 7 pie per lamp, per month, 1,345 0 0 


Company’s Rupees, 6,963 1 6 
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Z. 27. 

To D. arFARLAN, ESQ. 

Judicial Department, Chief Magistrate of Calcutta, 

SlR> 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter dated the 10th instant, relative to the Lighting of 
the Town of Calcutta, and to inform you in reply, that the Right Honourable the Governour of Bengal is not satisfied 
that the alleged saving of Company's Ku])ees 6,1)()3: 1: 6, which appears to be nothing more than the aggregate of 
reduced expenditure, in consequence probably of a fall in the price of oil since April, 1831, can properly he regarded 
as a fund from which the charge of erecting and maintaining additional lamps may be defrayed '^without increased 
expense.” 

2. Further, it is obvious that if the price of oil were to rise, the present rate of cost per lamp could not be maintained. 
Scfi Parai^rapii 7. This contingency you slate has been provided for; if so, the existing rate of Co's. Rs. 1 ; 2 : 0 per lamp, 

at which you calculate the increase, must t)e too high, but this you do not state; nor, unless there be a con., 
tract, of which your Letter conveys no hint, does the Governour suppose that you would allow a charge, at 
present needlessly high, to stand. 

3. Under these circumstances, his Lordship, although ho is desirous of seeing means adopted for improving and 
for extending the means of lighting the Town of Calcutta, is disposed to await the Report of the Committee 
of Municipal Improvement, Itefore he sanctions the immediate outlay of Rupees 4,550, and the additional monthly 
charge of Rupees 188 : 7 : C, proi)Osed by you. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) ROSS D. MANGLES, 


Fort William, 
2()lk Dcronler, 1836. 


Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
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Z. 27 . 

Liist of Sites for the proposed additional Lamps. 


Namks ok Strekth. 


Strand Road, 


As far as Radamadub Banarjee's Ohaut^ in places in which Guns have bci^n sunk, 
Aheerectolloh Ghaut, 


Upper North Division, 


Chitporc Road, 


Rajah Nobkissen’s street, .. 
Rajah Groodoss' street, ... 

Diiin.Duiii Bridge, 

Chitpore Road, 


Chitpore Road, 

Burra Bazar, 

Durmahattah street, . . . . 


Strand Road 

Soba Bazar street 


Rajah Nobkissen’s street, 
Doorgachurn ]\Iitter’s street. 
Rajah Groodoss’ street, 
IManiektollah street, 

Baranussy Ghose’s street, 
Mooktaram Fiaboo's street, 
Mutohooa Bazar street, 

Saum Bazar street, 
Manicktollah street, 

East end, Saum JFazar street, 
Soba Bazar street, 

ATiereetolIah stn.*et, 

Neomtoilali street, 

Pattoorceah Ghaut street. 
Button Sircar's Garden street, 
Baunstollah street, 

Burtoliah street, 

Cotton street. 

Cotton street. 

Cotton street, 

Baunstollah 8tre('t, 

Button Sircar’s Garden Street, 
Pattoorceah Ghaut street, . . 
Ninitollah street, . . 
Hautkollah street. 

Ditto ditto. 


Lower North Division, 


Cotton street, 

Ditto ditto, 

Mutchooa Bazar Road, ... 

New Cullootollah, 

Ditto ditto, 

Moorgeehuttah street,. . . . 

Ditto ditto, 

Durmahatta street 

Old China Bazar street,... 
Boituckannah Road, .... 

Ditto ditto, 

College street, 

Ditto ditto, 

Chunam Gully, 

Ditto ditto, 

Rada Bazar street, .... 
Moorgeehuttah street, . . . 

Armenian street, 

Moorgeehuttali street, ... 

Ditto ditto, 

Bow Bazar Road, 

Swallow Lane, 


Durmahatta street, 

Chitpore Road, 

Ditto ditto, 

Chitpore Road, 

College street, 

Chitpore Road, . . 

Old Cliina Bazar street, 
Jackson’s Ghaut street. 

Ditto ditto. 

Circular Road, . . 

College street. 

Bow Bazar, . . 

Mutchooa Bazar, 

Bow Bazar, 

New Collootollah, . . 

Old China Bazar street, . . 
Portuguese Church Lane, 
Ditto ditto, 

Doomtollah street, 
Omrahtollah, 

Bow Bazar Lane, • . 

New China Bazar, 



No. 

Lainp.s. 



2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 



1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 
1 
1 

2 
1 


Carried forward. 
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Z. 27 . 


hist of Sites f(yr the proposed additional Lamps. — Continued. 
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Z. 28 , 


Retmrks on the Office of Cormier of Calctitta, for the Municipal Committee^ 

(with reference to Evidence, No. t\.) 


In addition to the corrections wliirh I have made in the Notes taken by the Committee, I would observe^ that I do 
Moflc of getting a Jury. not find 80 much difficulty now in obtaining Jurors^ as prior to the eriiplovment of East Indians as 


* Previous to my ossuming the otfice, no iiresenlincnts of defaiiltcni took 
place — and it was sometime before I succceued in cstablishiim the practice 
on its proper anil legal foundntion. 1 was mure than unco told that i could 

f >rt>ceed only by indictment, but on a rcnrcHcutation, the date of n hlch 1 
(trgei, the matter was referred to Sir John Franks, who, 1 was infornicil, 
after some Tcsearch 8ati.<>tie(l himxelf and the Beui-h of the right of the Co- 
roner to present drfaultera, and I got the form of preftcutment Nettled by 
Mr. Turton. In Eneliuul, under Jfr. PeePs Act, the Coroners have them- 
selves the power of lining to the extent £ 5, but I am far troni desiring a 
similar power. I would much rather it should remain whore it is. 1’licro 
have been Hi cases during the five years ( am remarking upon, when I is- 
sued Warrants for Jurors but could nut obtaiu a suliicieut number to hold 
inquest. 


Jurors ; but yet there is great difficulty* at times in getting 
a Jury during Native holidays, when most of the Publick 
Offices, as well as those of tht^ Merchants, are closed. 1 
would further remark, that the rule which exempts rc- 
sidenls mlhoul the jurisdiction of the Court, although 
they carry on business within it, from serving on J urios, 
increases the difficulty. To n^move these difficulties as 
much as possible, I constantly keep a Warrant for siinu 


moning a Jury duly filled up with 3(1 names instead of 34. The Summonses also are filled up as far as they can be ; that 


is, they are directed to the parties, so that the instant I dex'ide on holding an inquest, nothing is nM}uired to be done but 
for the Constable to fill up the Summons with the name of the deceased, and the time and place fixed for the inquest, and 


to sign the same. This preparation is necessary, owing to its being imperative in this climate to dispose of the body as 
soon as possible, and of course some time is reejuired to allow of the Constables serving the Summons. 


Next, I myself keep the Roster, and select the Jurors to be summoned regularly as their time comes round, which now 
seldom takes place under 16 months; but this course of proceeding is not merely irregular, I hold it to be illegal. 1 found 
the practice to obtain, when I became Coroner ; and although I have occasionally mentioned its illegality to Mr. M^Farlaii 
and to Captains Steel and Birch, I have not taken any steps to effect a (change ; because, in the first plac^e, no practical in. 
convenience has arisen from it; and, next, I did not like to urge a change whereby 1 should myself be relieved from some 
trouble. 


The duty of the Coroner when he determines on holding an inquest, is merely to issue his Warrant to the proper 
officer, which in England is the Beadle of the Parish where the body is lyings directing him to summon 24 good and 
lawful men. lie again issues a sub-prccept to the Beadles of neighbouring Parishes, in the same county of course. The 
Beadles keep the Rosters and select the Jury— in fact, they do for the Coroner in this matter, precisely what the Sheriff 
does for the Judges in the Supreme Court; and it is as much a legal anomoly for the Coroner to select his Jurors as it 
would be for the Judges of the Court of Oyer and Terminer to scdect theirs. In England it would not be allowed ; for 
cases occur there, wherein if it was so the Coroner would be exposed to much vituperation. If the Coroner on the occa- 
sion of the so called Manchester Massacre had selccHxl the Jury, in addition to the abuse heaped on him as having been 
partial as a Judge, he would have been taxed also with packing his Jury. 

There is little chance here of any occasion arising wherein the Coroner would be obnoxious to such a charge, yet the 
present practice is clearly illegal ; but as the change would operate to reduction of trouble on my own part, I leave it to 
be determined by Government, according to the recommendation of the Municipal Committee, whether the present prac- 
tice shall continue or not. Certainly if paid only by fees for every inquest held, the Coroner will, as a matter of course, 
seek to be relieved from any duty which does not properly belong to him, and especially from such as may be illegal. 

The conveniences of the present practice are, that the Coroner can himself feel assured that impartiality is 
exercised in selecting the Jurors, and he can then more readily present defaulters ; but under any event 1 would 
suggest, that it would very much conduce to the more ready assembly of Jurors, if the Deputy Superintendent of 
Police were enjoined on receiving the Warrant of the Coroner — which I think should be directed to him, and which, 
as I have said before, is always made out immediately after an inquest has been summoned on the preceding Warrant-^ 
to desire the Constables (if possible those who are to execute the Warrant) to ascertain in the intermediate time the 
existence, residence, &c. of the parties to he summoned ; communicating to the Coroner, if the selection still remained 
with him, whenever he found a party intended to be summoned to be dead, not to be found, or who for any reason 
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ought not to be summoned, in order that some other person might be substituted. I once thought- that it might 
also be expedient to warn parties that they were next for this duty ; but on consideration, I feared that the practice 
of endeavouring to escape the service of the Summons would be increased. However if thU suggestion is adopted, 
I feel satisfied that not the smallest difficulty would occur in getting a Jury, even on a holiday,- and that the lists 
Why Native* hitlierto Would be much amended. I may as well here also note, that I have hitlierfo not summoned 

nut suuimuiiod. kt**t 

Watjve Jurors, owing to the difficulty of getting at them in time, their places of residence only 
being noted in the published lists, and not their offices. This Sir Edward Ryan undertook to have done, and I »l«H 
then be most happy, on every account, to avail myself of the assistance of Native Jurors. 


All these matters would obviate any necessity for reducing the number of Jurors, which was hinted at in the 
of*Jurora?wiuVe morriJn- Committee, and which to my view would be a violation of a far more important legal principle, 

^ “ * suggestion, viz., that it might be discretionary with the 

tionary powirto Coroiit-rio Coroner ill this country to dispense with the view by the Jury, and that when he deemed it 

uisnenhc a view of the bixly . . . 

by the Jury. right to exercise such discretion, a view should be taken by the Coroner, the Superintendent of 

Police, and the Police Surgeon, who should draw up a minute and particular account of all those matters which 
furnish the result of the view to a Jury, this being signed by them and sworn to, before the inquest, by the 
Superintendent and Surgeon ; the Coroner’s oath of ofTice being sulTicieiit in his case, might be admitted as 
evidence of the view. Of course the Coroner would exercise this discretion under responsibility to the Supreme 
Court, in each case. I may lierc add, that I sincerely believe llie effect of the inquiries by the Coroner on the 
minds of the Native population ‘is very good. They see besides the Coroner, twelve gentlemen repairing to the spot, 
and as eagerly inquiring into the death of a Native beggar, as of an European of rank. There is generally a large 
crowd where the body is lying, and the presence of so many Europeans is to them a sufficient guarantee against any, 
whether well or ill founded, apprehension of justice not being done by the Native Police. 


With reference to question No. 21, 1 did hold an inquest on both oex^asions of the Malay prisoners dying. The first 
Pnrticiiiurof tbc Inquests was naincd Oombcah ; he died at the Police Hospital on the 22d November last. The verdict was 
on Malay iirisoners in Jail, rjvj deceased died a natural death from low typhus fever.” There was not a word. breathed of 

Teferred 10 in tlio Commit- ^ 

tee’s miery, No. ‘21 of Eyi- suspicion of his having been poisoned. The evidence of the Police Surgeon deposed, that the deceas* 
ilento No. 7 J, p. clxxviii. , , . ' . • -n . v i. . i. . « . 

ed had lH*cn under his own care in the Police Hospital from the 14th to the 22d November, when 

he died. The lungs were found in a state of softening and great congestion, the liver and spleen were easily broken up, and 
also much congested, the heart unusually large, and the right ventricle full of dark blood, stomach and intestines very vas. 
cular and contained a great quantity of thick dark grccn-looking matter. Mr. Bain had no hesitation in giving it as his 
opinion, that he died from a severe attack of low typhus fever. Achce, a fellow prisoner, deposed, that the moment he com- 
plained he was removed to the Hospital, and was satisfied that he died by the act of God, and not from any injury done 
to him while in custody. The evidence, in the case of Wateclio, who died in Jail, by Mr. Raleigh, was, that the man 
was placed in his care on the 19th of November for fever and dyseptery, and died on the 29th. Two of his fellow pri- 
soners were satisfied that he died entirely by the R<'t of God. 


I have stated that 1 have derived great benefit and assistance from the present Police establishment, and that the 
Assifitancp from the Po- Thaiiiiadar establishment is much more trustworthy now than under the former system ; but 1 
lice establishmcut. would obscrve, that I consider it should be laid down as one of the positive and indispensible 

duties of the Deputy Superintendent of Police, that the warrant for summoning the Jury being directed to him, 
he should be present at the commencement of every inquest, to return the warrant. The (coroner knowing the 
demands on his time, would not unnecessarily detain him. The particular Police Constable or Serjeant who is 
attached to the Division in which the body lies, should also he in attendance during the whole inquest. 

Touching acting for the Sheriff when he is a parly, I would observe that the que.stioii of right was mooted by 
Perform duties uf Sheriff, me some years ago in a case when the Sheriff was a party, and the Writ, as was then 
the practice, was directed to the Under Sheriff. This practice arose out of the clause in the Charter of 
Justice, wliich directs the Judges to choose a fit person in such cases; but at that lime there was no 
legal Coroner, and hence the necessity for that clause in the Charter of Justice. Subsequently, however, under 
the Act 83, Geo. III. Chap. 62, Sec. 167, Coroners were appointed who " shall and may, by force of this 
“ Act, have, do, execute, perform, and exercise the like powers, authorities, and jurisdictions, within the Presidency 
or Settlement, for which they shall be so respectively nominatech and appointed, as by law may be had, done, 
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' executed, performed, or exercised by Coroners elected for any county or place in England, and not otherwise, or 
in any other manner ” And it certainly appeared to me, that under this Section, Coroners in India, as a 
matter of course, bt^came legally the OflTiccr of the Court in the place of the Sheriff, he l)eiiig a party. It was however 
ruled otherwise by Sir Francis JMacnaglitcn and Sir Anthony Bullcr ; but a very short time afterwards, in a case when the 
Deputy Sheriff was a party, Sir Francis Macnaghten, on application as to whom the writ should be directed, said, 
that it was advisable in such cases to have some one well known Piiblick officer, and no one was better than the Coroner, 
and he ordered that all Writs in such cases should be directed to that officer, and he coiicludi^d by desiring that the Writ 
be directed to C. B. Greenlaw, Coroner of Calcutta.*' Now I should submit that the name had kdter be omitted, for if 
the office is alone given, the process would go on notwithstanding the occurrence of a vacancy. 1 would submit, however, 
that it should be again considered whether the Act above (|uoted does not vest in the Coroners in India the same consti. 
tdied right to act for the Slicriff as obtains at home, and if it dm's, that it sliould be so notiricd. On the other hand, if it 
should l>e ruled that it docs not, but that the Coroner should be appointed under the discretion vested by the Charter in 
the Judges, that it should form one of the rules of Court, and be printed and promulgat'd with the other rules; and this 
may perhaps be considered the more expedient, in that ere long 1 imagine Juries will be allowed in civil cases. I would 
also observe, that the bond given hy the Jailer to the Sheriff .should include the Coroner; for otherwise this latter officer 
would be iu an awkward predicament in the event of an escape. 

I may oKserve that this acting for the Slicriff is not a source of emolument worth notice. I have not recciv<;d al¥»ve 
600 Hs. during the time I have been Coroner. 


Touching the conveyance of Jurors as well to my office as to the spot where the body may be lying, and back, 

Couvi'jamr lor Jurovb. many Jurors come Oil foot, and the extent of my jurisdiction retjiiiring soiiii'timeM four inih's to 

♦ Ni.tt* I'ovprmuent il P^sscd ovcr to get at the body, even conveyanee in palanquin* oj'c.asions great di'lay ami 

lt»w ralunuum liiro uIumi it iiiconvenioncc, especially in the hot weather and rains. Therefore it is that I use my carriages, 
w claiuii’d by Jurors. . 

which, aided by a buggy nr two, or pamiu|uiii carnagt^ ot the Jurors, are sunicient to carry 
the Jury speedily to and from the body. It will be for Governim'nt to determine whether they will authori/.e any 
contingent charge for hired carriage conveyance. At all events if the Conmer is paid by fees he cannot be e\})pcted 
to be at the expense biniself; and the Jurors will, as they used to do before I adopU'd my present practice, complain of 
being dragged through the sun sevi'ii and eight miles in a palanquin,** sometimcb in the middle of th(' day. 


I now beg to refer to tin* aci'ornpaiiyiiig Statement exhibiting the details of the business during the years 18132 

Dt tail<Mi Stilt* nuMits *if tn 188l)t inclusive, on one or two of which a few remarks may be necessary. 

IiiqttCjttH tVdiil Ifii2 lo 

f Note. 1 httvi’ liikfMi IIjcm* ji’iii's l)(M aii>r 1 l«r^!Ui In jinqiiire Ihr staltMUcntn iu 1^37. 


With respot't to those marked A, Nos. 1 to 5, contaiiung the Inquests for tln.‘ la.st five years, and No. 6, an Abstrw't 
gupry li, Kvidenco. No. thereof. I wouUl observe that the time oeeupied, is that from the swearing of the Jury till their 
<1, discharge, but the time of the Coroner is previously occupied in preparing the warrant for 

summoning the Jury, and sometimes in inquiring into the facts of the case, in ord(?r to the better conducting the inquiry ; 
and after the closii in filling up the depositions; and in cases going k'fore the Supreme Court, in binding over tlic 
witne&ses. The time of the Coroner is further tK*ciipicd in attending the Sessions, and in summarily iiive.stigatiiig 
sudden and unusual deaths, and dimths in jail, as noted iu Stateiiiciit B, Nos. 1 to G, on which 1 shall have to 
make some remarks. 

Reference was made iu the Committee to the apprehended frequency of secret poisoning, and I mentioned a cose 
Secret poisonin^r. which lately occurred on my own premises, which sufficiently illustrated the absolute necessity 

of the greatest attention king paid to all cases of sudden deaths, especially with cholera appearances. 

The deceased was the ftloonshee of my Court, and had been so since August, 1806. He was akve 70 years of age, 
and lived on my premises. I always understood that 1 m 5 was very much respected as a Mool la by all my Mussulman 
servants, although he was penurious in the extreme. He was always ailing more or less from old age, and therefore when 
on retiring for the night, I was informed that he was unwell, after having partaken of some sweetmeats in common with 
the rest of the servants, I thought it arose solely from the palling nature of the sweetmeats ; he had therefore some tea 
and liquid essence of ginger sent to him. 
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In the morning when 1 went to see him^ I perceived he was dying. He was then speechless, and. died about half 
past eight. I had not the most distant suspicion, notwithstanding that 1 heard he had declared that it was something in the 
sweetmeats that had made him ill ; but I had the body o))cned, and 1 have been seldom more surprised than when 
1 received a note from the Police Surgeon, stating that he had found a large quantity of arsenic in his stomach. 

The only evidence I could get, went to this, viz. that one of my kitmiitgars who had entered my service, a Iwy of 17 
or 18, and lM?en with me seven years, had made a vow if a (H^rtain sick calf recovered, that he would distribute sweetmeats 
among the servants ; accordingly he gave another kitrautgar some pice to bring the sweetmeats, and having received them, 
lie called the Moonshee into the bottleconnah to perform some religious ceremony over them, after whicli he said, there 
is a large* one for you, eat it, and here is a small (»ne for your nephew,** a lad who lived with him. The liloonshee eat 
the greater part of his before he left the bottleconnah ; when he went to his own place, he said to his nephew, “ here, 
llinguii lias given me a large sweetmeat, 1 do not want it all, take what remains and eat now, and keep your own 
till some other lime.” The hoy accordingly ate the nmiains of the large ball, and both were sick ; — not a single clue beyond 
this could I get, except that the sweetmeats taken to llinguu by the other kitmutgar were all of the same size. 

The difTiculty was first to establish by evidence that the arsenic was in the large ball ; and, secondly, that it had 
Inhmi givi‘n by II ingun. This latter however he admitted, but standing as be did, 1 could not ask him how the IkiII 
became t*nlarged. 

1 could not rule that arsenic was in the ball, notwithstanding l>oth had eaten of it and both were sick, because 
first the boy was very slightly sick, and might have been so from sheer sympathy. If it had happened that he had 
vomited into a place separate from liis uncle and arsenic had been there detected, it would have been different ; for 
altliough arsenic was discovered in a flower pot into which both had vomited, it was im|)ossiblc to say that any bad 
come from the boy. 

I handed the case over to Mr. ]\rFarIan, with the two kitmutgars, but regret that nothing could be made of it. 
The kitmutgar lliiigun bore with me a most exHleiit character in every respect, and 1 am altogether in doubt as to the 
<*rimiruil, I believe the motive to have bei'ii, to benefit some way or other by the vacancy occasioned in the office. 1 
obviated this by introducing an entire stranger. 

Another case shewing how poisoning by arsenic may be mistaken for cholera, was that of Mr. Berry — Inciuisition 
No. I.^i of He took his tifieii of bread butter and cheese, in the form of a sandwich, at his office, viz. the office 

of his uiHStcr, the late J\lr. Ronald, Attorney, and shortly after was taken very ill. Dr. Jackson attended him immediately, 
and pronounced him atliwked by eholera. Ho w'as removed home and attended by his family Surgeon, iJie late Dr^Vos. 
I w'ill not allirm that Dr. Vos, held the ('ase to be cholera towards its dose ; but certainly he did so for some time. 
However the liody was interred in the Roman Catholic Burial Ground ; but the next day some grains of arsenic being 
found on the rattan mat near his desk, IMr. Ronald brought them to me. It was Saturday; but 1 fortunately had aii 
adjourned inquest for four o'clock that day, and I caused the body to be disinterred, when the fw:t of deatli having arose 
from arsenic w'as clear. The perpetrator here also could not be discovered ; though strong suspicions rested on certain 
parties. 

1 liave been particular in requiring generally, that the bodies of persons for whom permissive warrants to bury with- 
out an Inquest being held, are requiri*d, unless the cause of death is clear, should be o|)ened and certificate furnished by 
llie Police Surgeon ; I do not therefore think that i-asea of poisoning by mineral poison do frequently occur without dela- 
tion. By vegetable poisons I fear tliey may do .so, owing to the extreme difficulty of detei tion ; and unfortunately both 
kinds of poison can be procured in all parts of Calcutta, at the cheapest cost— against this there is no guarding. 

The next description of case to whicli I would refer, is the exposure of infants, and infantiride. At one time, and 

Inlautiriilc about 1824 or 1825, this was very frequent ; but from the mother not being forthcoming, 

and no evidence how the child became exposed lieing procurable, although several inquests were 
bold, I could not get one verdict against any person. Of late how^ever 1 have scarcely a rcfiort in a year of such a case. 
I really believe the last is that referred to in the statement of inquest No. 11, of 1832. What has led to this absence ol 
exposure of infants, I cannot say ; only six instances, including the one just mentioned, have occurred during the five yean 
in question. Certainly when it obtained freqiu'ntly, I did exert myself to the utmost to get at a party, and perhap< 
this, together with the increased vigilance of the Polic.e, may have l)ecn the cause of fewer cast® being reported; but whe. 
ther the crime of exposing living infants itself has been diminished, is quite another question. Many of these exposed 
infants were either born dead, or had died shortly after birth, and^the parents have from poverty and want of feeling, 
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thrown the hotly into a dilcii or drain ; hut there can be no doubt that many wtTO wilfully exposed to perish, with a 
view to scrt'cn the partii*s from disgrace especially in cases where the mother may have been part of the family of 
Natives of respectability, wliether of the family itself or servant. The case above alluded to, was clearly a ease of wilful 
exposure ; the child was quite healthy and was found alive, and there were strong suspicions as to the house whence 
the child had been brought ; but with all the active aid of Mr. McCann zealously exercised, 1 could get no tangible 
clue. 1 confess 1 fear that the practice may be secretly carried on. 


The particulars in resp<^ct to violence done by others, may be seen on reference to statement A, No. 6. They 

Death occosiuuod b) vio- amount jji all to 34 ; besides, there were six cases in whicli no inquest was held, in consequence 
ience done by others. procure a jury. Of the 34 there were 27 verdicts of wilful murder, of which 

8 were against person or persons unknown. Of the parties charged on the remaining 19 inquisitions, eleven were con- 
vieted and executed, one of them having killed three persons ; three were convicted of manslaughter ; and three acquitted, 
one of them on the ground of insanity. There were five inquisitions for manslaughter ; four of the parties charged w^ere 
convicted, and one acquitted ; and there were two inquisitions of homicide by insaiies. 

I would now refer generally to the cases* where permissive warrants to bury are granted without an inquest. 

* Videstatment u, The body of uo porson found dead, or who may have died suddenly, or liave marks of violemu? 
' on the body, or under any circumstances of suspicion however trilling, can legally be disposed 

PermiMivf warrunLs to ^yiihout the intervention of the Coroner, 
niiry witliout 


The circumstances attending the death, when the application is made for such permissive warrant, as far as they 
ran be ascertained, arc communicated to the Coroner ; at home by the constituted Publick oflicers of the parish, the 
Vicar, or Churchwardens, and sometimes by tlie local Magistrates ; of course the more respectable the testimony, the 
more the Coroner is kmnd to grant the warrant without an inquest ; and this he does without going to the spot, which 
may be twenty or thirty miles from his residence — of course he exercises this discretion under great responsibility. 

Prior to the change in the Police system, I myself pi‘rsonally went and saw every dead body reported to me. 1 
went with my interpreter and made inquiries on the spot. I do not consider this*us iny aiHual duty ; but at that time, 
unless I did so, I could not get that immediate information of the circumstances which is necessary to guide me in this 
country, whether or not to hold an in(iuest. Sometime after the change in the Police; system in communication with Mr. 
M 'Parian, the present practice, founded on that at home, was introduced. I am particular in requiring certificate 
from the Police Surgeon in most cases, and 1 have rectuired that the Police Constable or Serjeant of the Division shall 
inquire of the circumstances on the spot. I am not aware whether this is done in every rase ; I think it certainly 
ouglrt to be done. It is impossible to depend m the Native Police, in all such cases. I will state one that occurred 
bc^fore the change in the Police. 

On one Sunday morning I got notice of a child liaving been found drowned. The Thannadar endeavoured to per. 
suade me that there was no occasion for mo to go to the spot. I did not suspect any thing on this account, as the 
Thannadars frequently did the same, solely with a view, as they thought, to save me trouble. When I came to the tank, 
1 asked as usual from what part of the tank the child had taken. From the place pointed out, I instantly saw 
that the child could not by any possibility have got into the tank by accident, but must have been thrown from the 
roof of an adjoining house. 1 had a long inquiry. It turned out that the mother of the child was married to a fatuous man, 
and the reputed father in the neighbourhood, was the son of the Thannadar who had endeavoured to dissuade me from 
going to the s|)Ot; he was also Naib of the Division. 1 could however get no good evidence as to the guilty party. The 
mother was I think entirely innocent ; she had left her child, an helpless infant, asleep in a room upstairs while she went 
down to take her dinner ; when she wont up, the child was missing. It was after dusk, and there was a staircase leading 
from the room in which the child lay to the roof of the house, on reaching which, and passing over the roof of two adjoin- 
ing houses, the child could be easily thrown into that part of the tank from whence it was taken. Mr. Hogg, subsequently 
took the case in hand but could make nothing of it. 

The next description of case to which I would refer, is that of the accidental drowning of children. This is by no 
Accidental drowning. means unfrequent (there having been twenty-three in the five years), though I think not so 
much as it was once. It arises from the exposed state of the tanks, and the natural disposi- 
lion of children in this country, from the force of example, to be dabbling in water. It ot^curs almost entirely among the 
poorer classes, who being occupied in their business, and being unable to keep a servant to look after their children, they 
wander about and sometimes fall into, and at others voluntarily enter, tanks, and are drowned. I know no remedy for 
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this; the Chinese who live on the water attach dry «onrds to their children, which keep them afloat, if they accidenUUy 
fell overlward, but here of course no Native anticipates that his child will ever iK‘ed such a security. 

The next case is that of children being accidentally burnt. This occurs generally during the cold weather, when 
Cliildron at cidently the children cumber over a wood or straw fire, for its warmth, and their clothes become ignited. 

Of course no reim^dy but care on the part of the parents can be applied here. The next case if 
one of regular occurrence during the hot weatiicr, viz. parties* suflocated in consecjuence of descending into dry, or 
nearly dry, wells, in ignorance of tlie eflects. Only two cases are specially noticed in the statements as having arisen 
from this cause; but out of the thirty oases of adults drowned in wells or tanks, a gn^at part arose from descending 
incautiously into dry wells. This might be in a great measure guarded against, by a notice being stuck up at all such 
wells, warning people against going down during the hot weather, and the caution might be tom-tomed, throughout 
the various Thannah Divisions. 

Another case of almost regular periodical occurrence, is death arising from the fall of old walls, bouses, and huts, 
Doath by fall of oM I'^ourtcen instances of this have occurred during the five years. It occurs chiefly during the 
wuUh, &(. ruins, when walls and houses, cemented alone with mud, give way, and very frequently, either 

bury people in their own ruins, or by falling on the lightly constructed huts of the poorer class of Natives, equally 
smother and destroy them. Sometimes the thatched roofs of the huts themselves, saturated with rain, give way, and falU 
iiig diriH'tly down smother the iiiinates. 

With regard to these casualties, much I think might be done to prevent them. No old dangerous wall or house 
should be allowed to remain. Parties wlio will not repair or reniovo such nuisances are liable to indictment, and they 
ought to be indicted. 1 have frequently brouglit this to the notice of Mr. M‘Farlan and the Superintendent of 
Police, and I liave bwm informed that the Thaiinadars of the several Divisions have orders, and their Chowkeydars under 
tiiein, to give notice of every dangerous or suspicious looking place to the Police, on receiving which, an inspection is made, 
and proceedings had to abate the nuisance ; but 1 consider that this and some other matters should be made part and 
parcel of a Regulation— that they shoujd not merely be conveyed verbally to the Thannadars, but should be hung up in 
the Thannahs, and notified for general information, European as well as Native. No pucka house or wall ought to be 
allowed to be erected with mud only, or with any thing but sufiicient cement. If people were obliged to give notice 
wlien they were about to build, an appointed inspiHJtor or surveyor might examine from time to time^the security. In 
England individuals in Towns are obliged to have their houst^ securely built, and in London to go to the expense of 
party walls. Of course liere among the lower classes any additional expense, however small, is of im[>ortanec; hut the 
pucka houses and walls of many sulficieatly rich Natives are run up with mud, and after all, human life is too valuable 
to be periodically sacrificed for the sake of saving a few Rupees. 

The next cast; to which I see reason to refi^r, is that of persons found dead in a state of destitution. These amount 
PerRuns ftmiul .b ail in a tiiirly-five during the five years. These cases have l>een greatly reduced within the Towji, by 
state of ilcstiiuiiou. Establishment of the Ournhatta Hospital, to which place many found dying in the Stret*t8 

are rt‘movcd, who would otherwise he taken to the Native Hospital in the Durrumtollah ; some moreover are doubtless 
saved by the Establishment of the former Hospital ; and on the whole, the coses of persons found dead in a state of destitu- 
tion arc much reduced in number. 

Deaths from fires do not occur so often as might be expected, from the frequency and extent of the fires. It generally 
Dpuihs from ha|)penB to old decrepid people, who cannot move speedily out of their huts. I never could 

trace the commencement of a fire. 

It is generally supposed that the accidents from being knocked down by buggies or other carriages, run^i^vay horses, 
Deaths by being kiioek- are Very numerous. Only twenty-two however have occurred during the live years, and only 
nl by whoelod carnages, Subjected to inquiry, owing in the otiicr cases to the parties escaping, and leav- 

horsts, &L. t)ohind tlicm. These accidents do not so mneli arise out of carelessness in the driver, 

as in the Native pedestrians, who seldom give any consideration to passing carriages, even when meeting them. The 
accidents of course are more frequent from their being no foot paths, and jiedestrians, carriages, and equestrians, all 
being mixed together. 

There have been twenty-nine cases during the five years, of parties meeting their deaths by falling from roofs of houses, 
terraces, scaffoldings, dec.; some of these have arisen from intoxication. 

The last case of death, except of those dying in Jail, of which I shall speak presently, requiring the intervention of 
Self-tlwtruction. the Coroner, which it is necessary to nolicev is that of self-destruction. The number of these 
cases during the five years was forty-nine, on eleven of which inquests were held, and in one case an inquest 
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^ould have been held, but there was a delaiiltor Jury. Out of the thirty .eight cases in which no inquest was held, 
twenty-two were women, and sixteen men. Twenty of the women hung themselves, the causes l)eing generally, jealousy, 
quarnd with their husbands or other relatives, and pain, and illness. Two poisoned themselves, one an Kuropcaii 
woman, suffering greatly from pecuniary distress. The causes in regard to the men, are chiefly long illness, and d(;- 
langement of mind. Of the sixteen males, thirteen hung themselves, one strangled himself, one cut his throat, and one, a 
lad of 16^ years of age, took |)oi8on, and acknowledged it before his death. lie did it from distress of mind at 
not having been brought up to any business, whereby he might maintain himstdf. In the case of parties found hang, 
lug, it has been supposed that it may happen that they have k^cu previously killed either by strangulation or other 
means, and afterwards suspended. 1 consider it however scarcely possible that such a thing could occur without 
detection. In such cases it most frequently happens, that the parties are not wholly suspended — that their feet touch 
the ground owing to the fall ; and 1 have seen a clear case of self-destruction effected, by a party kneeling on the ground 
and placing his head in the bight of a rope, suffer it to press behind the ear and cause strangulation. Only one case 
of a party having been previously killed and subsequently suspended, has occurred during my {)eriod of office. It 
was that of a young married woman. The instant I went into the room it was quite apparent to me tliat she had 
not hung herself; for the height from whence the rope was round her neck to the place where it was fasieiied was 
not five feet, while her toes were some distance from the ground--it was evident tliat if she had hung herself, then^ 
must have been a sufficient fall of rope to have brought her feet in contact with the ground. On examining her, 
there was a eh^ar mark running even round her neck kdow that occasioned by the suspension, this latter indeed being 
scarcely perceptible, while the former w'as very plain ; — there was no direct evidence, but the cireumstantial evidence 
clearly established, that no person could have done it but the husband, and a verdict of wilful murder was returne<l 
against him. There was however great difficulty in bringing this matter home to the satisfaction of the j)etty Jury — the 
view here was of great moment— the man was acquitted. 

I may here observe, that in no case of a party found hanging, strangled, or poisoned, is a warrant granted to bury 
without inquest, except on the most clear and satisfactory proof that it was the voluntary act of th(^ parties then).se1v<‘s, 
viz. doors and windows fastened inside, parties seen a short time k'fore, and found in situations slurwing it to be im- 
possible for any pther person to have done it, &c. &c. Certainly, in strictness, an inquest ought to be held on every body 
80 found, but I have followed the example of my predecessors in exercising a discretion in such cases, because the popula. 
tion so far exceeds the Jury List, that if an inquest was lield in every case when it would be held at home, the Jurors 
would have little else to do but to attend inquests. The eleven cases in which inquests were held, referred all to men. 

hung themselves, two under derangement of mind, one owing to pains in his body, and there was no evidence to 
shew the state of mind of the other two. Three out of the eleven out their throats, two of them after committing murder, 
and the other in a state of derangement. Of the remaining three, two strangled themselves in unsound state of mind, 
and the other poisoned himself by means of opium and orpimeiit of arsenic, under the influence of feelings arising from 
his having been disgrai'ed. 

Touching deaths in Jail, strictly, an inquest ought to be held in every case; and here again, following the practice 
Deaths in Jail. which I found to obtain, I take on myself heavy responsibility in issuing a permissive warrant 
to bury without an inquest ; but this I never do without going myself to the Jail, with my 
interpreter, and satisfying myself by the testimony of the fellow prisoners of the deceased, that no cause of complaint 
exists. I always however hold inquests when there is the slightest disinclination to bear testimony to there being no 
cause of complaint ; and I must, in justice to the several Jailers who have had charge during the seventeen years I have been 
Coroner, say, that it is impossible for such unpleasant duties to be better conducted than they are in the Calcutta Jail. 

^ It will be seen from the above, that the time devoted by the Coroner to the duties of his office, is not confined to that 
, „ during which he is holding inquests, nor his responsibility to the cases involved on those inquests. 

Time devoted by (^oro- ® o i ^ r i 

tier tu tlie duties of his Besides these latter, Statement B, No. 6, shews an annual average of fiO permissive warrants 
granted to bury without inquests, in every individual case of which number he is responsible 
to the Supreme Court, and liable, under the 6th See. Act. 9. Geo. IV. C. 74: to summary punishment, if in any one case 
he grants this permissive warrant, when it ought not to have been grants ; and on a full review of the duties and 

OAco not overpaid. responsibilities, I think the Committee will consider that this Officer is not overpaid, and that 
It is expedient that the Coroner should continue to be paid under a fixed salary, rather than by fees on every 
inquest held. 
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S Under the prewrnt system the Coroner has no interest in multiplying inquata, yet he has a deep iateiei, 

to hi« bcioK “ ^ >" when it is necessary, namely the maintenance of hi. eha»»ter. 

remunerated by fres. ” Nicies Which, tlim 18 a check on him in this latter particular, in the persons of the Chfce 
Magistrate and Superintendent of Police, who would not fail to complain of any malvenalioil 
in this -particular ; henco there occurs under the present arrangement a minimum of inquests, while tlie purposes of 
Justice ore fully answered. • 


On the other hand, if paid by fees, it would be the interest of the Coroner to multiply inquests, to the great 
inconvenience and unnecessary annoyance of Jurors ; nor would it lie proper to attempt a remedy for this by interfering ‘ 
with the independence of the Coroner, and directing that he should only hold inquests when required by the Chief • 
Magistrate or any other person ; — the only check would be the non^allowance of the feiis for unnecessary inquests, to 
determined by the Quarter .Sessions as in England. * 


There is one other matter which appears to me to require notice. It is the mode and manner in which the 
Attoudance ol’ VVitnusuea. attendance of Witnesses should be secured. The Natives of this country are very averse from 
attending Courts of Justice; — of course the Coroner has the power to summon witnesses, and 
to enforce attendance by warrant if necessary ; but I do not know what power either he or the Police authorities have to 
take security for the continued attendance of witnesses during a protracted inquiry, or to detain them if such security is 
not forthcoming. I hav'e always declined to interfere in this matter. In cases going before the Supreme Court, I of course 
bind the parties over to appear on their own recognisance, which it is obvious is but a matter of form. I am certain that 
tlu^ Native Police lake some other description of security for their attendance, as well during protracted inquest as for 
tlicir apjKiarancc at the Sessions, and believing that this, however absolutely necessary for the purposes of justice, is srill 
not authorized by law, I tliiiik that some Regulation or Act should be passed, authorizing the Superintendent of Police, 
or the Thannadars, to take security for the continued attendance of witnesses during an inquiry, and for their atten-. 
dance at the Sessions. . • j, 


I am afraid that it may be considered that I have extended this Paper to too great a length ; but having so extended it, 
it may perliaps not be inexpedient that I should, in conclusion, briefly refer to the measures I have suggested tol)e adopted. 


1st. It should be determined whether the illegal practice of the Coroner selecting his J ury, should be allowed to 
Abs(vatti)f(heforoi^iiiijr should bc entrusted to the Superintendent of Police, the Coroner 

furnishing him with the necessary number of Summons ; and in either case the Constables, if 
possible those who will have to serve the Summons, should ascertain whether the parties intended to bc summoned^re 
liv ing, and where, and whether any person entered in the List, for any reason ought not to be summoned in order to some 
other person Wing, included in his stead. 


2nd. On every occasion of sudden or extraordinary death occurring, the European Serjeant of the Division 
himself ought to repair immediabdy to the spot, and make every possible inquiry, reporting the circumstance to the 
Superintendent, or his Deputy, wlio would use their discretion in direc*ting the Police Surgeon to examine the body. 
The European Serjeant should make an immeiliate report of tlie result of his inquiry to the Superintendent, or 
Deputy, and on either of these parties feeling that no inquest was necessary, he should make the usual official application, 
and send it bi/ the European Serjeant, togtaher with the parties, wlio can speak to the facets, on which the Coroner would 
determine whether to hold the inquest or not. I really do think that in no case should the Native Police alone be allowed 
to conduct the local and preliminary inquiry on the spot. 


3nd. The warrant for summoning a Jury should be directed to the Deputy Superintendent of Police, who 
ought to attend and return the warrant. In nine cases out of ten, after the Jury were impanelled he would be no 
longer required, but the European Serjeant of tlie district on which the body is lying, should attend throughout the 
inquest. 

4th* The question of dispensing with the view, in this country, on the discretion of the Coroner, might be 
considered subject to the statement of particulars by the Coroner, Superintendent of Police, and Police Surgeon 
mentioned above. 

5th. The question of conveyance for the Jurors to and from the place where the body is lying, niay be consider. 

I do not refer to this question on ray own account, but it may not suit the convenience of future Coroners to employ ; 
their own carriages, and certainly every facility ought to be afforded Jurors, in viewing the body. 
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6th. Assuming that some act will emanate from the inquiries of the Municipal Committee, 1 would submit 
that it should contain a clause touching old and dilapidated walls and houses, and affording means of due security 
in the building of new, particularly as respects the cement. 

7th. That at the commencement of the hot weather, notices on boards be affixed to all wells, warning people 
against descending them, and that periodically a similar notice be tom-tomed throughout the Town. 

8th. That some fixed and defined power shoutd be conferred on the Police authorities to require security 
for the attendance of witnesses during inquiries, and at the Supreme Court. 

9th. That the constitutional right of tlie Coroner to act for the Sheriff be determinc'd, and in case the clause 
in the Charter is not held to be virtually set aside by the act appointing Coroners, and the Supreme Court stvould determine 
that the duty should bo vested in the Coroner, that a rule to that effect be promulgated with the other rules of Court. 

* annex a statement of the salary, allowance, &c. of the Coroner. The fixed Establishment amounts to 
Salary .vu.l Allowance. Co's. Rs. 7^>8 : 2 : 1. It will eventually, when all parties vacate, be reduced to Go’s. Rs. 72C. 

The annual average contingent charge amounts to Rs. 200, or monthly to Rs. 16.R, making 
the whole monthly charge Rs. reduceablc eventually to Rs. 742. The allowance for stationery and printing scarcely 
meets the demand. There are to be provided, warrants directing J urors to be summoned, on cacdi occasion of which 30 
summons are expended. There are warrants required for the burial of bodies, with and without inquest. Summons to 
witnesses, warrants for ditto, and for committment to prison. Few of tlicse are required, but it is necessary they should 
be ready. There are also warrants for arrest of parties against whom verdict is retUrm^d, and others for their commitment 
to Jail, and also recognizances of witnesses to appear at the Sessions. Parchment for inqtiisition is supplied from Govern, 
ment. The contingent charges arise chiefly out of the fees to the Constables, viz. 2 Rs. per diem, for summoning persons—. 
and attending the inquests, and for conveying prisoners to Jail, Rs. 8. Palanquin hire for Jurors likewise sometimes 
forms part of the contingent charge. 

CHA8. B. GREENLAW, 

lOth, 1838. Coroner, 


Statement of the Salary and Allowances, ^’c. of the Coroner. 


Coroner, 

House s^d Office Rent, 

Establishment. 

Interpreter and Writer, 

Molovie, 

Brahmin, 

4 Chapptassies, at Sa. Rs. 0 each, 

9 Bearers, • • . . per month 

Allowance for Stationery, 

Ditto ditto. Printing Summonses, 

Contingencies. 


For 1832, . . * • Sa. Rs. 

„ 1883, 

„ 1834, “ 

„ 1835, 

„ 1836,, (including Feb. 1887,) • • 


Sa. Rs. 

As. 

Ps. 

Co's. Rs. 

As. 

Ps. 

Co's. Rs. 

As. 

Ps. 

Go's. Rs. 

As. 

Ps. 

300 

0 

0 

313 

8 

0 







‘250 

0 

0 

261 

4 

0 

674 

12 

0 













60 

0 

0 

62 

11 

3 










12 

0 

0 







13 

0 

0 

12 

8 

7 







24 

0 

0 

25 

1 

4 







36 

a 

0 

37 

9 

11 







12 

0 

0 

12 

8 

7 







20 

0 

0 

20 

14 

5 

183 

6 

1 










758 


1 













r 

J. 

250 

0 

0 

261 

4 

0 







1C9 

0 

0 

170 

9 

8 







153 

4 

0 

160 

3 

41 









1 

141 

0 

0 










259 

9 

8 


9 

3 


















s 


12)190 

11 

5 

16 

7 

7 









Rs. 

774 

9 

8 


C. B. GREENLAW, 

Coroner, 


( 118 ) 


Z. 29 . 


Abstract qf Inquisitions held at Calcutta, during the years 1 8.82 to 1836. 





Verdicts. 



i 

H 

Accidental 

death. 

Natural 

death. 

Found dead. 

li 

TIJ •- 

si 

Violence by 
others. 

Total 

Number. 

1832. 

4 

4 

\ 

. 3 

9 

21 

1833. 

3 

4 

2 

1 

7 

17 

um. 

8 

on 9 
bodies. 

4 

1 

2 

6 

20 
on 2] 
bodies. 

183.'j. 

4 

on 12 
l)odies. 

4 

1 

3 

6 

18 
on 20 
bodies. 

1836. 

4 

4 

2 

2 

7 

on 8 
bodies. 

19 
on 20 
bodies. 


23 
on 32 

20 
on 20 

7 

on 7 

11 
on 12 

34 
on 35 

5) 95 


bodies. 

, bodies. 

. bodies. 

bodies 

. bodies 

19, 


Rrmaukh. 


Thcro are 21 verdiets, lhoiij(]i there were tmly 20 iuqiii»ts.~TliiH ari^M 
lu two venlict-t lieiug iucluiLecl lu one luqniMilion, viz. Cuo^iul fctr Murder of 
ah and for l'\*lo-de-i»c. Of this 9 verdicU under the head “ Violence by 


Native; and one in the Huube of Correction on a Native. 

Here af^ain there were only 16 iiiquibitions, thq vcniicfat of PeliMle-ae and 
wilful Murder aguinbi M(MJtee limn, being included in one iiiquidition.^- Of the 
7 vordirU uiidor the hcatl “ Violence by others,” b were for willul Murder, of 
which two were couvicled. One \va.s m'qutlled on Uie ground of luHaiiity; one 
killed hmificlf after committing the Munb*r. The other ciwe included 7 persons* 
all <tf whom ubscouded: imo only wtu taken, mid ho was convicted of Mau^ 
slaughter, and sentcoiccil to pay a tine of iSa. Us. 2,(KM), with 0 caletnW mouths 
imprisuiiiueiit. The remaining tw’o cases of the seven wm>, one of M4ialui^hter-~’ 
inirty was convicteti und sentenced to eiglib*eii mouths inii)ri.sooj 
House Ilf Correction— the other, Um Coroner’s verdict was luRanftj^ 

Wfus tried ou iiidictiueni, and aci|iiittcd on that ground. Two luqM 
m Jail, one ou an European, one uu u Native, both debtors. 

Of the 5 verdicts under the head “Violence by others,’* three were for 
Munler, out* of them was against person or porsouii unknown. In one cast*, party 
was convicted; in the other, the party was convicted of Manslaughter, and sen- 
tenced to one year unprisoumeut in the Comiuou Jail. The other two venltcto 
were for Mduslaughter— both parties were found guilty ; one was sentenced to pay 
a tine of Kupcc.s 109 ; the other imprisonment for one iiiunth, undllnml a Uupee* 
One inquest in Jajl uu an European debtor; tw'o in iioiise of Correction. 

Of the 0 verdicts under head “Violence by others,” two lor wilfulTBupnfer 
against parties known, lu one comr the party was ucquittod. In the Jither^ sin 
Chinese— four cm inquisition, and two couuuittod by the Magistrates — wre tried; 
the four were convicted of Manslaughlcr, and truiisported for life ; Ui/other twa 
acquitted. Three venlicU wore for wilful Murder ugiiiiiht perRon %r {wntons 
unknown, and one for Manslaiiglitc'r by furious driving ; the parties, two postillioni, 
IV ere found guilty and lined llupces each. One inquest in Juil on a Crown 
prisoner Native. 

There arc only 19 verdicts while there are 20 inquisitions, these arise out. of 
venliet being returned at the smuc time against Einaiu Salim for the murder 
of two persons, when separated inquisitions were drawu fur each ; there was also 
another inquisition for a third person, killed by him, ou separate inquest held, 
the man having dicil attor the other two. Be.sides the case of Enwxu Salim, 
which bears on two of the verdicts'out of the hovon under the head “ Violence by 
others,” there was one other verdict of wilful Alunlor against an individual and 
others, imkuown. He was tried and acquitted. There were also two verdicts of 
wilful Munler against jpe-son or persons unknown, and one of lusaiiity, Tho 
rAuaitiiiig verdict was for Manslaughter, the party w«m acquitted. Two uuiuests 
in Jail, one on a debtor, the other on a Prisoner for trial. One inquest ou Police 
Prisoner in Town Guard. 


1832 

1833 

1834 
1836 
1836 



Run over, 
or knocked 



Wilful 

murder. 



Newly 

down by 

Fall of 
Walla, 
Houses, dec. 

Self.des. 



Manslaugh- 

ter. 

Homicide 
by Insane 
Persons. 

born 

Infants. 

Carriages, 
Horse, or 

traction. 

Persons 

Persons 


other ani- 



known. 

not known. 




mal. 





, 

.. 


1 

4 

0 

3 

7 

m 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

5 

0-5 

1 

!■' 

0 

4 

2 1 

2 

2 

1 -^ 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

% 2 

3-5 

1 

a 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

1 

a— 6 

1 

1 

■ v-i-'.c 

"■■S 

1 

9 

3 


19 

8-27 

■ 6'" • 1 



a ORiiamutW;. 
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lissive Warrants to huiry xmthmt Inquest, during the years to 
1836y*both included. : . 


- 

M' ■' 

m' 

Accidental death* 

Natural death. 

Found dead. 

1 

3 

wi 

■s 

o 

.S* 

8 

S 

? 

Total. 

Europeans. 

Natives. 

In Jail. 

House of Correction. 

' 

1 

6 ' 
>» 

I 

Children Burnt. | 

Run over. 

Fall of Walls or 

Houses. 

Occasion 'when Inquests; 
would have been held! 
but could not obtainj * 
Jurors. 

1832. 

27 

25 

24 

3 

0 

79 

5 

n 

3 

n 

0 

6 

1 

m 

1 

; 1833. 

31 . 

39 

27 

8 

1 

106 

9 


12 

Kl 

0 

0 

1 

1 

7 

: 1834. 

41 

34 

20 

8 

1 

104 

1 

IS9 

.5 


0 

2 

1 


3 

V 1886.' 

37 

14 

21 

6 

1 

79 

2 

77 

2 

mm 

1 

1 


mm 

3 

,1888. 

21 

30 

16 

13 

1 

3 

83 

0 

83 

0 

9 

2 

3 

2 

H 

2 

", ’ ® ■ 

167 

142 

lOB 

38 J 

j 

6 

451 

*7 

434 

22 

SO 

3 

12 

\3 

15 

16 

iAnnuai * 

.Ainenge. 

3l| 

28^ 

5 


^1 

•’ 1 

90i 

U 









' - 

ilWJ' *'!**' •» 

■ 1^ 

Burnt 

Browned in Wells or 
Tanks. 

Run over or knocked 
down by Carriage, horse 
or other animal. 

Fall from House, Ac. 

M 

I 

a 

£ 

iM 

|a 8 

190 0.5 
;§ 

ill 

Kick of a Horse. 

1 

eg 

08 

s 

3 

Found Dead in Streets. 

5 

1 

ss 

1-4 

>> 

1 

Lightning. 

1 

‘•i 

$ 

2 

£ 

Violence by Others. No. 
Inquests, could not get 
Jury. 

18^ 

Children^ . • 

6 

Children, • • 5 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

10 

2 

0 

3 

0 

' . ' 

Adults, . . 

2 

Adults, • . 5 




























Children, * . 

0 

Children,*. 3, 

1 

6 

1 

3 

1 

2 

II 

1 

1 

8 

1 


Adults, 

1 

Adults, • . 11 







11 





. 


— 1 

—14 

■ 


m 









; 1834. 

Children, . • 

2 

Children, • . 6 

H 

5 

s 

5 

1 

2 

H 


0 

8 



Adults, • a 

3 

Adults, « . 9 

H 






■ 





i'. 

' 

- 5’ 

—16 

■ 











lim- 

Children, • • 

1 

Children^ • * 5 

^9 

7 

3 


0 

2 

H 

0 

4 

6 

1 


Adults, . . 

1 

Adults, * • 3 














— 3 

— 8 













Cldldren^.. 


Children,.. 4 

2 

P 


.2 

1 

0 

6 

2StiU- 

Kl 

13 

« 


Adults, • • 

3 

Adnitt . . 2 


y 



■ ■! 









8 

— ^ 


. , i 












12 

53 

18 

29. i 

11 

11 

' * 

7 

36 

6 

6 

38 

■V/' 


- . \ , •r ' 

C. B. GREENLAW, ' > ; 

Gwvnitr.'! 















































































